
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




CE LIVRE A ttt DONN^ A LA 

BIBLIOTliEQUE CANTON ALE 

ET UNIVERSITAIRE 

DE LAUSANNE 



Itoc Boicjtau-Gaulis 

.- Laugarme, 





4 



Digitized by 



Google 



^cfK djL J6^ yio-^tcjLcfoot - ua>u(Jioi 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



* -S 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB 



HISTORY 



OF THK 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS, 



By FRANCIS HARE BAYLOR, Es^. 



VOL. 11. 



SECOND EDITION. 







/^/ 



lonoont 

Frinted by J. O. Buroard, aUiiaer Street ; 

FOR J, MAWMAN, IN THE POUI.TRY. 
1809. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTEK^TS. 

Chapter IX.— General View of the Confederacy- 
War renewe<f---Siege 6f Zuric— Treachery of Bran 
— DeatB of Albert— Thice witli Austria— Death of 
Agnes — Arnold of Cervolo— Wai* Between B^me 
and ihe-BisTiop of B^k - - . . p. i 

Chapter X.— Ingelram d^ Cbucy— l>eatli of the Em- 
peror — His Character — Progress of Literature — 
Schkm in the Church — ^Attempt upon Soleure— 
Renewal of the War — ^Batde of Sempach — ^Wesen 
besieged and taken •« • - - p. 58 

Chapter XI. — ^Wesen surprised — Battle of Naefels — 
Siege of Rapperswyl— Truce with Austria— General 
View of the Confederacy - - ?• ^^ 

Chapter XII. — ^War with Appenzel - p* 182 

Chapter XIII. — Internal Affairs of Switzerland— Ac* 
quisitions made by the different Cantons — The 
Swiss carry their Arms beyond the St. Gothard — 
tKsputes with the Duke of Milan — Death of Ru- 
pert-^Sigismund Emperor — Corruptions of the Pa- 
pal Government — ^Origin of the Hierarchy— p-Coun* 
cil of Pisa - - - - p. £38 

a 2 Chapter: 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 

Chapter XIV. — Council of Constance — ^Abdication 
and Flight of the Pope — Frederic quits Constance . 
— ^Is put under the Ban of the Empire -^War 
against Austria-^Frederic submits— John deposed 
— Martin elected — ^The Council dissolved — John 
Huss and Jerome of Prague • - p. 28S 

Chapter XV. — Insurrection in the Valu&--War with 
the Duke of Milan— Battle of St. Paul^Troubles 
in Appenzel-^The Rhaetian Ijeague • p. 328 

Chapter XVI^— Council of B&le— Eugenius IV.~ 
IJnion of the Greek and,. Latin Churchea-^Hussites 
—View of Manners dvnqg the Fifteenth Century 

, , . P* 385 



• -J i-I 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY 



or TH£ 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 



CHAPTER IX. 



General View bf the Cdnfedera<y^^War re- 

. newed-^Siege ofZuric-^Tfeachery ofBtun 

— Death of Albert — Truce with Austria 

^^Death of Agnes^^Arndld of Ceroola-^^ 

War between Berne and the Bishop ofBdte. 

TLTAVING conducted our history thuscu^p^ 

far, it may not be improper to take a ix^ 
retrospective view of the rise and progress 
of th^ Helvetic confederacy ; and- to exa- 
mine, with attention, the respective objects 
of the different cantons, in acceding to the 
alliance. We shall thus be enabled to form 
a more accurate estimate of the principles 
on which they acted in those important 
scenes, in which they are about to engage. 
VOL. II. B There 
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$ HISTORY OF THE 

CHAt. There is one striking feature, which dis- 
^^- , tinguishes thc^ eipw^qipe^tiQil of the Swis» 
from all other revolutionary changes, re- 
corded in the annals of mankind; and that 
is, the ppepi^Ripled prudwce aftd.modera* 
tion with whicn they acted, in situations 
where moderation and prudence are sel- 
dom found. During the ^rst fervour of 
recovered liberty, >ve di^cpirer no symp- 
toms of that sanguinary and vindictive 
spjri^^, vdi^U hfts 8Q ofteft; tarjoighed tha 
l\9l?lt9Jt 4i?^^|8e^rftnd which perf^ps coatri- 
Jti^fc^S^ mftffi elfeftttially to th? continuance 
of wWtKHTJf ;POW«if» thaft »\\ itai pOaitive wip- 
ppr^.\oT©(.»4i§ertf»ipsi^ijig mittd* indwd, 
the Helvetic confederacy seems rather the 
association' of We^k and insulated trilii^e% 
impcJled by j^e. D€G66sity of the moment 
to ^omjbiue for their mutual advantagd 
chains! ^n enterprising foe, than the umon 
of stssttesr, exercising a sacred and inherent 
right, ^nd e^D^oltdeting their individnal 
force into one common mass for the general 
ben^t of the whole. 

In ti^e preceding volumrc, we entered mi* 

mi^y iv^to the situation of the Helvetic 

' ' state9^ 
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H£LT£TiO XBPUBtlCS. ^ 

fttota^ hehfe the ambitiaus pore^ectB ofOAAp. 
Austria lipii roused them to an assertioo of ^J^ 
tiieir indeptodeiice. Few indeed were tlie 
iHimuaities wkieh ^oy eujoyed; but they 
in^ie^stlil suffioiemt to prove their conditiotl 
very different from that of ab^ct vassalage* 
Suffice it to observe, that n^ innovation 
could take place in the Internal government 
of any canton, unless it's consent ivas pre« 
viously obtained^ This invaltfable privi- 
lege was guaranteed by the fbrtns of the 
Germanic constiilition^ every member of 
whk^h was in some degree authorised to re^ 
sist the encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Of this Albert himself seenib to have enter- 
tained so littte doubt, that throughout the 
whole care€»r of his injustice he affected a 
nespeot, which was by no means congenial 
to hb tenfiper, for estabifshed usages; nay 
even vrhea opposition at length convinced 
hyim Aat nothing was to be obtained by ar^ 
l»ficeor by<^jrruptkm, he ventured not to 
^row aside the mask ; but concealif)ff his 
ambition t»bder the specious jplteia of vindi^ 
eating tbe authority of th^*iA|>iiffe, he jite* 
tandl^d to be»ed«dng a Ttftettmif m^ber 
B2 to 
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4 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, to obedience, while he waain fkct hit&aipU 
^' ing to enslave a free and gallant pieople. 

No sooner had the forest cantons shaken 
off the Austrian yoke, and secured their in^ 
dependence by the victory of Morgarten, 
than their union was established on twa 
great principles, mutual protwtion against 
the aggression of external foesy and the ae- 
curity of their natural rights^ as the basis of 
an equal constitution. As the most prudent 
mcfthod of accomplishing the former, it was 
enacted^ th?Ll.n€ither<f the confvacting.par-^ 
ties should acknowledge the jurisdiction of my 
foreign prince without thtconsentofthe other 
two; and that in the event of ari attack, 
etery man capp^ble of bearing arms shoukl 
instantly fly to the national standard. Anf 
attachment to t^ constitution, they thoughti 
riiost likely to be^pr^frtoted by the simple fofimi 
^. civil jurisprv4§tiee9 subfficte4io, the.equit^ 
alflt admini^rgitifip of Jndfgfmusi magi^. 
strateh. Tqt]^fs^/,tw<^ poin^ ^^jere confined? 
alljliie wi^l^^^ ^i^ alltheiv^^:^?^ of the ori- 
ginal , cpnfeK^rgi^. ^y&nji the tranquil 
CBsj^yjHe^t.o^T^crtifte^t)^^^^^ and per- 

son^lil^ty^t^eir }ijjmbl§#^i^n.did nofr 
:.-- ■ . ii extend. 
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HElLVBTIC HE^PUBtlCS. 5 

extend. Feudal rights were respected ;CH a. P* 
and due allegiance to the imperial throne ^ ^' 
was preserved inviolate. This threw the whole 
odium of the war on the house of Austria; 
and awakened the imperial towns to a jea- 
lous sens^ of Albert's encroachments. 

The situation of the other cantons, at the 
time of their accession to the Helvetic 
league, ^ was in many respects different. 
Thus the objects of the alliance were gra- 
dually extended, as circumstances de- 
manded additional precautions, or -more 
extensive projects. 

Few propositions appear more capable of 
demonstration, than that man is naturaUy 
inclined tomhmission^ and that it requires no 
wmmon degree of misconduct on the pari of 
his governors to rouse him to active resistance. 
Whether this proe^ds from habitual indo- 
Jence, from the dread and uhcertainty of a 
revolutionary xjhange, or from an innate 
reverence for the dazzling insignia of so- 
vereignty, is a problem which we shall leave 
to the philosopher to resolve. The obseiv 
rat wn cooies within the province of history, 

B3 ■ ( and 
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CHAP. and is authenticated by ber dbcum^ats' ia 

^^SwaJ«»o8t every ag^. 

"^ The town of Luaetne was more immc 
, idiately dependeiit on the hoose of Austria, 
and would in all probability have snbmittcd 
patiendj to the joke^ had it been imposed 
mth a les^iigorous band. The Lucerners 
thet^fore, iti embracing the alliance, had 
Aresh obstacles to encounter. Allegiance 
toward their feudal lord, and a federative 
union with his inveterate foes, -wen scarcely 
imder any circtinistances compatible. This 
diflScuky, however, did i>at exist with res 
spect to 1^ forest cantonsy wb6 had never 
ackmiwledged the iupremaoy of Albert. 
Yet such is the slavish adhensnct of man 
to the examples of former times, that we 
fnd aa express ]?eserra^on in favour of the 
claimi of At;^tria in a ti«aty, the manifest 
objeet of whieh wai$ to annihilate them alt 
The accession of Zurio forms anotter 
epoch in the bis*ofy of the coarfederacy, 
and gives it a different aspect. Exposed 
to incessant dangers^ frotai the treacfaeiry of 
domestic ^sieiions, and the mads^tions^of 
foreign foes, the SJiiHckers regarded their 

union 
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HELVETIC SBPUBLIGS. '7 

union with the forest cantotis not otily as a chap, 
sectirity itgaittst external aggrtsbsitm^ but ki ^^ 
tb6 most effectual support which the new 
constitutiou could receive. It is wdl wor* 
thy of obser?atiot), that till this time the 
limits bf the alliance had been restricited to 
th^ifr respcJctive territories. They were 
keAcefbtth extended over a wider surface. 
The systeiti was Ho longer confined to de^ 
fensive measures) but prorision was made 
for the contingency of offensive operations. 
By t^is powerful accession, the Helvetic 
coitfederitcjr acquired a degree of consist^- 
ency^ which gave it strength and celebritjr. 
Their combination b^an now to be re- 
garded as the surest protection to the mt*' 
rouading states, and they wdre in ooam** 
quence coUrt^d by all their tieighboufs^ 
Ufld^r iUch circomstancies> it could hardly 
he expected that Zug and Glari« should 
treat upon terms of perfect equality. Thus 
we find that, under the denomination of 
confederates, they acquired Uttle more than 
internal security; and ought thei^fotd to 
be consiid^ured,; rather in the light of depen- 
dentsi tJiaii in thM of equals. 

B4 But*^ 
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8 HISTORY OF THE 

But the wealth and power of Berne en* 
titled her to the highest consideration. She 
brought an accession of strength, which 
was infericfr to that of Zuric alone, while 
she was far leAs exposed to invasion. Si- 
tuated at a greater distance from the Au- 
strian territory, the only spot from which 
real danger was to be apprehended, her 
views of aggrandisement were directed to- 
wards another quarter. Yet it was not rea-* 
sonable to expect^ that the forest-cantons 
should co-operate in extending the fix)ntiers 
of Berne, on a side where they themselves 
derived no adequate advantage from the 
acquisition, without stipulating to be in- 
demnified for theexpences of such an expe- 
dition. : . But in the Argau, which lay nearly 
at an i equal distance from both, they en- 
gaged tx) serve without any pay. This lat- 
ter clause seems plainly ,to indicate an in- 
tention of carrying the war, at some future 
period, into the teriitory of the common 
foe, 

i } The. cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and Un- 
terwalden may justly be regarded as the 
focus where all the rays of the confederacy 
U: J. ^ . . - united. 
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HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 9 

united. The other five cantons were morecHAP. 
inmiediately connected with these; and^ ^J^ 
through these, with each other. The ob- 
ject both of Berne and Zuric was evi- 
dently aggrandisement^ that of the forest- 
cantons security. One principle, however, 
was common to them all: they struggled 
equally for the preservation of their liber- 
ties. Thus wa3 Austria their natural foe, 
the point to* which their attention was un- 
rejEnittingly directed ; for without the sup- 
port of that powerful family the swarm oi 
petty tytants, who esjwused the cause of 
aristocracy, were objects rather of scom 
than of terror. An alliance founded upoui 
such a coincidence of interests was subject 
to none of those little jealousies, which are 
usually the bane of all political confede- 
racies. 

From our knowledge of Albert's charac- 
ter, we may easily infer that the pacifica- 
tion, recently effected by the mediation of 
the Margrave of Brandenburg, could not be 
of lopg duration. Impetuous and arrogant 
by nature, it is not easy to decide whether 
the Swiss were most exposed to his hatred 
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10 HISTOEY OF THE 

CHAP, or to his contempt. Neither the exatn^leg 
i?j. . of his father and brother, nor even the more 
impressive lesiOn of personal experitftnce, 
sufficed to open his eyes, or to eradicate a 
prejudice foanded upon exaggerated calcu- 
lations of his Own power. He despised A 
l^eople, who had been formerly lost ib the 
mighty aggregate of Austrian dependen- 
cies, and consid^ted as li mere cypher in 
pditical computotion. Even his own mis^ 
^MTtunes derailed hith nothing; for he wasi 
billing to attribute them to every things 
Except to the real cause. No soonei^ had 
one enterpri^ £iiled^ than be planned an-^ 
other. His finances were exhausted^ and 
Ills provinces depopiikted^ that the mag« 
niiude of bis exertion^ might secure him 
againat every possible reverse of fortune. 
Persuaded that he should soon behold hi« 
rival prostrate at Ins-^et, if he could once 
engage the empire heartily to e^poute his 
eause» which he artfiilly represent as the 
eommost cause of monordhy^ he omitted no 
endeavour for that purpose. After 4ppea}^ 
mg to the interests and passions of the 
leading iildividuals^ h^ addressed himself 

publicly 
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fubllcly to the diet, accusing the Swm of chap. 
infidelitj in all their CDgagemeots. As a ^I^ 
proof of bis assertion^ he appealed to 
their conduct with respect to Claris^ which 
he represeuted as a manifest infraction of 
the late treaty. Neither was their beha- 
viour, as membets of the Germanic body, 
more exempt fVom censure. This accosa* 
tioii Wai followed by ai petition to the atfi* 
pecor, requesting him to declare them under 
the impeiifil ban, atid to assist in the meri* 
t(»rioUf enterprise of i^ucing them to a 
sense of duty* In ju6tifi6ation of their own 
actioas, the tionfedetratiBsfeixionstrated^ thi^ 
the treaty had no retrospective reference^ 
They readily admitted^ that tliey were 
bound IN jruTuftE never to receive a de^ 
^odenti of the housef of Austria into thek 
aJ}iance« But their union with Zug and 
Glansr was of a prior date^ nor could it by 
any cS^wAiry be deeined an infraction of 
ts^e agf ee^bent ^. 

The lote of power is ^ inherent in a royal 
vmd^ that it would have been the height 

MjUlIer, n. it, 

of 
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12 HISTORY OP THE 

CHAP, of folly to expect the emperor to listen to 
^J^;^ their remonstrance with an irapdctial ear^ 
From the beginniog, indd&d, he appears to 
have entertained a strong prepossession in 
favour of Austria. But, notwithstanding 
every prejudice, Tie was unwilling as yet to 
declare openly against the Swiss. On the 
contrary, he resolved to fulfil -his promise 
oj^ visiting Zuric in the autumn ; and on his 
arrival there, he received the deputies of 
the united cantons with studied benignity. 
They explained to him the nature of their 
confederacy, and the principles upon 
which they acted; insisting that they had 
p. done nothing prejudicial to the legal claims 

of AustriaLj or contrary to- their duty as 
members of the Germanic body. Charles 
not only expressed himself 'satisfied with 
these arguments, but ' advised them to 
draw up a vindication of their conduct, 
and to present it to Albert in the fomt of 
a memorial.* To this they readily acceded, 
but their moderation was productive of 
no salutary eflfects. Contests of this sort 

*MttUer, H.iv. 

4 have 
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have seldom been determined by the pen: chap. 
it is to the sword alone, that men must. ^HE^ 
appeal for the vindication of their dearest 
rights. The crisis is dreadful: but lost 
indeed is the nation, which hesitates for a 
moment between slavei*y and death ! 

The memorial remained unanswered, and 
the duke cbntimied his preparations with 
unremitting activity. While things were 
in this anxious state of suspense, Charles 153^^ 
returned to Zuric, tb celebrate the festival 
of Easter;* when finding that no progress 
had be^jl* ttlade toward a pacification, he 
offered himself as mediator, and invited 
both parties to submit to his award** The 
proposal was eagerly embraced by Albert, 
who had every thing to gain, and nothing 
to lose by the decision. But the Swiss 
had already suffered so much from want 
of circumspection, that they were no lon*^ 
ger to be deceived by fair professions. 
With the apparent candor of Queen Agnes 
and its ijoflsecjuences fresh in their ratemory, 
tb<jy reph^, that they were \ greatly in^ 



* MuUco It. iv. 
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CttAP^debtedtothQ emperor for hi? kind inim^ 
.^^^oMf and should not object to wlniiilf 
their grievance* to his arbitration; pro^ 
vided it was clearly understood bejforehand, 
ths^t the sentence wa» in no regard to affect 
the validity of their unioq. Charles, who^ 
iipas strongly prejudiced in their divfavour^ 
affect^ to treat thi» reservation as an in-^ 
jiuious reflection upon his integrity. But 
finding that nothing could induce them ttf 
give up the points he Avas so irritated at 
their obstinacy^ that he proceeded in the 
plenitude of imperial power to annul tfeei 
bond; under pretence that it was ccmtr^ry 
to the laws of the empir^t for any member 
to conclude an aUiahce; without th^ con- 
seat and approbation of the chief#^ 

Being totally unprepared for such a« 
event, the delegates were completely at a 
lots in what manner to reply- The daiiger 
of {perseverance was obvious; but, on the 
otba^ hand it was impossible to submit, 
without renouncing every principk^ for 
wUcK t^y had so long and so* honourably 

contended. 
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tontended. To abandon, in the moment CHAP, 
of distress, those frietids in whose defence ^ ^2l 
they were solemnly pledged to sacr^ce 
their lives, would be baseness in the ex« 
trejne. It was therefore ultimately decided 
to make the ibUowihg reply, by the moutii 
of Bran : ♦* It is necessary your majesty 
^ should be apprised, that the indissoluble 
*^ bond by which we are united, f^r frortt 
** having been dictated by a spirit of in- 
*^ subordination, was our only r»ource 
" ag»ast absolute slavery. Neither xf^ 
-^ the alliance formed, till every appeal to. 
*^ the «tiaptre had been treated with ncg^ 
^^lect. Your predecessors on the impe- 
•^ rial throne sanctioned the proceeding by 
'^ their approbation. .To the words of that 
** very act we now refer for proofs, that it 
^* was never our wish to throw off out 
*^ ancient dependence on the Germanic 
^^ body, nor to deprive it's members of 
'< th«r just and hereditary prwogatives* 
^^ To our subsequent conduot we, likewise, 
'^ appeal : Let that confirm, or invalidate, 
" the assertion. Far be it from us, even 
*^ now, to deny to Albert any claim, which 

" is 
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CHAP." w not absolutely inconsistent witli a free 
IX. ^ constitution. But to renounce an union, 
** to which alone we are indebted for in- 
^^ dependence, and to throw ourselves 
^ blindly upon the mercy of a prince, of 
f' whcRse violence and injustice we have 
^ experienced such recent prooft, is a sa- 
^ crifice too great to be expected from 
•^ men^ -who have tasted the sweets of li- 
^* berty* The pretensions of Austria are 
^ an endless , source of* disquietude. . Let 
" those pretensions be valued. Let the 
•^ price of out emancipation from all fti- 
" ture claims be finally ascertained, and 
" we shall not object to pay it : for we are 
^ a plain and artless people, little versed 
^^in political casuistry or legal discrimina- 
*^ tions ; but we know the sanctity of ail 
** oadi, and our promises have always been 
** kept inviolable/^* 

Charles was so dissatisfied with the re* 
solute tone, in which this answer was^ de- . 
livered, that he broke up the conference, 
and quitted Zuric; having first strictly 

* May, ILxviii.. 

enjoined 
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Q^jiUBed ail parti«& ta r^hdiifTQiiibQrt|*QltA& 
M»^ till his further plesaure should be ^^^ 
Ifinown. In hia ^ay haek he n^t Albw^ 
ftt Brack, ifhere he wu easily pi^ti^tt^ 
to take an aotire part in the f^alition** 

No ^oencir irere tlw allied piinoeB pre(iaiv 
ed to open the campaign, than the eqfiper 
im'^ injunction was withdrftwn, aoid the eoai^ 
ksced anny having pa^ed the Glat^ took 
poiseisiQn q£ Rapperswyl, which Albert 
had compelled Count John to cede to hiaiy 
usdftr colour of ti sale* Fevr events ceuld 
haV(3pfOYfQd SQ distressing to the Zurick# 
•ftil ^r John» the mene completely tQ 
dfC^i^A them, had i^ngaged to observe the 
stiietest nqutrality. Tl^ir city wms novt 
sornmnded on every wbde, and had pothing 
tiQ hope fiir, but fiom it^s own exertioBS.^^ 

Jn detailing the events of the Helvetia 
muw, it is no easy t{^dc for die hiitcs^man 
to avoid sepetiticHi* In all die attempti 
whkh wefe made by the Austriaa fmnoes 
to subjugate that gallant people^ we find 
ik9 aeiBO faflhoess aqd arro^mce on mut 

♦ May, llvv^ t 3MWJf> «•»▼• 

90UII. C part, 
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CHAP, pi^^t^ and the same pcudenoe and resola* 
^' tion on the other. Imaiense hosts are dis-^ 
|>erse!d by a handful of men; and mi^tjr 
preparations vanish like the mountain 
smoke. Throughout the whole progress 
indeed of this memorablie contest, if we 
may be allowed to employ the emphatic 
language of Scripture, God seems to have 

HARDBN£I> TH£ HEARTS of priuces, that 

he might lead them moi'e certainly to their 
destnibtion. 

• Albert now found himself at the head 
of a more numerous army, than be had 
yet- conducted to the overthrow of this 
^voted city; The same commanders pre- 
sided 'over the auxiliary forces; all forget^ 
fill of past miscarriages, all elate with an^ 
ticipated triun^)hs. < { In a few days aftei^ 
their arrival,, they were' jt)ined by the 
emperor, with a large body of troops from 
his hereditary states;. when the whole oi 
the combined force is said to bave amount* 
ed to upward of forty thousand men**- 
Yet notwithstanding thdr vast superiority^ 

• '^ Rhan. May, ihiix. ' 

r ^both 
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both in numbeir ai(d in tactics,' tbey ad- on A p* 
yaBced With cautiftuii timidity, and seem j^ 
to have {trusted more to the terroi? iQspired 
by the' pomp and pamde of War, than to 
the genius, of their commanders^ or, the 
discipline of their soldiers. In this re^peqt 
howei^r they evinced an ignprance. of 
human nature, which would s^rve for an 
additional proof of the weakness .of tJiiejbr 
councils, if any additional propf could bp 
requisite. In situations of extrepie dan- 
ger, the first impression is the ; strongest; 
Men grajdudly recover thf^ ppw;er» of 
leflectionf and estert them in devisiog a 
remedy.' Such was precisely the cape ^tb 
respect to Zuric. Had the enemy march-^ 
ed rapidly to the assault, their numbjers 
nught possibly have prevailed. It was by 
Ibe rapidity of his motions, and the alarm 
which 1^ inspired, not less than by th# 
superioiity of Spanish discipline, th^t 
Cort^,*conquered Mexico. But the cau- 
tiou»^«iiid; dUilt^ry proceedings of the bo- 
akwed* vipi>w$ni/g^ve courage to the bej 
sieved; Itt a. few days they ventured 
without )tiMSir walk, ski^sbing occasions 
. f C 2 ally 
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^ tfti^Bg iiesultd^ CdtnbiftM M»umed l^ nor* 
tegulaf" fiMfii; ev^ry advantage, howevet 
Mflifi^ ^ibg fi«8& ^Uttalidti to tkt gaiu 
fllson) and lAteiftg «h^t 4rd6pkig »pirit*4 
S<^ak]^^ iiidc^d) Mi WvWiAg QOafrt 
^nd^ «a)^6d tli^nk tod far. T^^mpted by 
thfe 8«i|>ift^6eis ^ lAie }miitgm»i d> detach* 
ftMJttt «dvii»tid(l to %ti!cK a 4iiiit:aiAce llsotai 

hiX^. jBa^ s<^ im^^^ftta^ ar^ l^e b>p«nm 
KbnS, &fid' s6 Hftt^nq'i^r^iftfblie Hfi^ jeQio«fSiliik 
«f liiiftdal&tictoss tt^t a%^^& twy oMnttit 
#iiiih %;^t^M6fe 'a]^^i^d Id kbm delmasd; 
the i^i^niy tMie^ iMi^ lisandg, tea ev^At «Ktk 
{ttttbCj ^ibk ^ot' «^y frmHrad^. tlM|p p]|»» 
^t«!j^p«^ta^i^«^, bolt t«rifdeT»d<«iiB|r'ppM« 
|)&di!s ihbi-e 'pt^caiiiMit %ha& ^6t. Jjwt ai 
*fctey ^ete ^i-e^ii^ foi»^ii»e<jteft, «<c(^4dst 

Of' A\«3fria «laim^' )iib» ttfr thp «Oid;>t||^ 

(%>bstahd& p-|«g«^hdfed) llia^^l^ 4i|K]t<«ns0te 

^ who 
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Thit 4flt«ni»n&tM» pr©v|pg §qv»My Vftr 
mtidmtmy to ftlj p^riifii^, ayiiple^t PQQ$^ 
ttOBHed, during wintih II10 yppoj?t»is^ IM»- 
nwpt was irtetri(BY»b1y 4p?t» ^^ 9 fj^^t 
virf je^usy ewitea, ywfeiffe *vfry wibflfi* 

Tate.* : . !,. • •■• : 

were itoft^Bttwi of tfeii? toisandprstjMJ^i^Rg 
irhii^ had te^^o plf^6ie» f»^ pr^^% 
vetolkrad to iepG«ifage . it> . F^T liiiM4 IW^ 
|a>se Ihey dsaplajed t^ ifi9p$M /^ftfi^ 
ipi i^ecy. toviir m XiOii}nrjl8$l^ i.iS^iik 
-^ appiuafm^ jbaluiiar .of il^^9H?><f^^; 
ffieantAg tbsdsby: to, ejcMbit m ^P9r 
4ai9iee«4 plDK>£ xif their Ipo^^t^ t9 t^ 
|Sent>anic body-, ajid to ftdbx^i^ ^ lior 
^i^ 4iCtei», <diat bj^ trftging ifar 4i^iMA«t ^ 
td-^dlaHl!, they^ere taking part m ^ ^iJSrr 
M tdta% foreign txt tha yjxtetee^ S)i thp 

Cs empire. 
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xi ft Ap. empire; Several of the inhabitants afeo 
J[^ found' means to gain admission into the 
allied canip, and artfully profited by the 
occasion i to disseminate a well-founded 

.tiUsfiidioA respecting the real motives of 
tlie siege. lA body, composed of such 
hfet^fogeneous particlte, ndeded little ,per- 

•sudsion ib separate. Many of the allies 
"werfe already weary of a war, in theevet^t 
of which they had no immediate cahcam. 
lieniohstrances, in consequenfce, were daily 
^dffJr^d'to the emperor againU die conti^ 
nii^hci^ of hostilities} and many forcible 
W^uments were employed, to demonstrate 
ihe: injustice of the enterprise, and the 
many obstacles which still remained to be 
surmptmted. Charles^ who began alrea;dy 
to repent Ms folly, in having rendered hiin*- 
self subservient to the ambition; olAufitria, 
rejoiced at being furnished with a plausible 
excusel for withdrd\<^ing his aid. Having 

^ therefore Summoned the confedelrate^ pria-- 
ces tt) council, he entertained them with a* 
tedious harangue upon the dutiies of an 
emperor. ^^ In his public capacity (he 
*^ remarked) he ought to be guided by 
■ * ' "the 
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^ the aggregate iirill.of the/wliole' body^cHAP. 
" and not by ike siigge^taans of; private ^J^ 
^friendship/ or the dictates o£ personal 
^ interest To his. great surprise, he found 
^ that the Helvetic union if as by no means 
" deemed a valid caiise for war, by the 
" majority of the German states; and 
'' therefore in Gonformity, to thdu! vrishes, 
" which had b^en manifested: in the clear^ 
^^ €»t manner, he announced his intehtidii 
« to retire/'* ; - 

Though it was obvious that this inquiry 
should have been instituted before an army 
was assembled, Charles prided himself not 
a little upon, die ingemkity of the device, 
and departed immediately ^ for Bohemia to 
settle his domestic concerns, a!nd to pre«- 
pare for an expedition into Italy- 

Though deserted by all his allies, Albert 
was too much exasperated to hear of pdace^ 
and detenmined to persist in the . contest, 
as long as his hereditary dominion^ could 
supply the means of war. The plan was 

, * MuUer, 11. iv. 

0-4 now 
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^^* wbidi pride sntlixmlice ttduld intpite for 
Um ^destructiea of Jteankind^ was pracfcitetl 
la it)4 frillest^exfceAt Nothlttg> boWerer, 
dedflorm to6k place on «itifier side. The 
fhirii^VresovTocs gradiniUy fatledt nor oMxtd 
Ibe ediAo^ed oonntry Atiy longer afibid 
itis wtmted sa|)plies^ -No sooner wm tbb 
€«eiDy% territory ^mpletdy drained, thaft 
the HcenitioitsTOldiery ceased to dittioigiiisii 
between friend and foe, A body of Htm^ 
Igarian hoUtbe^ trhiGk formed psUrt of the 
H^mMkrian isciHaaf^ treatMl every 4e8tri|»tioa 
i9f ptople i^ikh the same limfeeiingrapaiat^^, 
AtxMritonied to ilia bairhitoai systeia of 
MoodslHbct adopted between tbe dhtistiajt 
and the Mahometan states^ tiiey diidained 
to submit tidtfie ^m)m and indulgent regii«> 
iatibas^ which ifa those days hdste ^ name 
«f dkcipliaematifiUrQpeananny^ I^ain^ 
dd^l^eadiool^phindeiv aAdattadhcd 
ixkit^te^rafeBBioh of fTaiv feciciMise H teettied 
to antkorisb the infUngeveivt lof tevery 
moral duty, they regarded all things whieb 
tempted their HrfbridteA appetites as their 

OWUf 
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t>mi, \rt(hout itts<;itating any verf derupvK^iiAK 
loos inqtiiiy wliether tliey belotig^ *^oJ3^ 
fiitnd w to foe. 

Bat pati^ce hM h«r limit; and the rexf 
^ronm tmy be trampled itito resisttmoe. 
It^M» ^ufi irith the sub/ects of Atntria. 
A^bm, was^ daily assailed with <eoiiip)ain(s 
ttndxMuriEiurs. TotheSnthewasifiseMible 
hy mxm^ but tfae latter weie n^eated in 
lattftuige too energetic, not to comtnaad 
Ui notice. Besides, the exaitiple of tbe 
Helvetic states witHight so fotcit)]y «ii bis 
ttoHd, tbat ^s wfHcb^ people at length 
^ictorted that attesition fhMH hat ftaxit 
trhicb %bey wotild ba*(«e vaiidy imploMd 
tfoiiA Im bittna&fty. ln>e fieceMitydP ap^ 
plying some speedy remedy was no longer 
iteub«foU -<ttMi tMMse could be fimtid so 
v&taxxmi as peace. K«itkw «ould a 
treaty be ttegotiaXed, wittMnit liw pfevkm 

vmtm. 'SbismiBa^evefetnallbftliefvide 
)of ji-Qsttva; bat sd idtemsttnQ rftmimcd, 
Hie ^ivvr ooaid no knger be «apported, 
Tte s^atimeots ctf 4ihe pw i pie iMd iMea 
VbitUMMd m tBUffOt wlnbli wtaucked InA 

of 
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CBAP.of one construe tion; and when the peopilc 
^^^- are firm, and united, no earthly power can 
effectually resist their will., Even the 
haughty Albert was conStrain0d to yield. 
, At a diet, held at liatisbonne, he^ conde- 
sceodcd puWicly to admit th^ long.-conr 
1355. tested point as a preUminary to negotiation. 
Placability, however, was* no ingredient 
i<i his character. . Military operations had 
€ea$ed^ but the spirit which had fomented 
them, was far from softened. He had too 
latdy however experienced the ineffi<Jacy 
of o^nsive measures, to entertain a thought 
ofrecc^mencing hostilities. Byt there 
w^e other weapons by whiph the cohfia- 
.derates were assailable; and to those he 
delerfnined to recur. 

It required little, penetration to discover 
that the Helvetic states were at this time 
in£|ue0eed by very different motived. Zuric 
iijraa so sevferd.a sufferer from the: continu- 
ation of the war, that it was probable she 
.t^o«ld consent to every sadrifice, except 
that of hfiT independence, in order to se- 
cure a permanent peace* But the. forest- 
<?ai(itoxK5 were fess exposed to • danger* as 

their 
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their natural harrier left tbem little to char. 
apprehend . Having , tiiade ^ the^elves ^^ 
masters of the castle of Wildenburg, the 
Zugers were delivered from the persecu* 
tions of a petty despot, who had IcMig 
rendered himself the terror of the adjacent 
vallies. This striking opposition in the 
sentiments and' interests! of the different 
states, tempted the duke to flatter himsdf 
that, by artful management, he might 
succeed in spreading dissefnsions throi^b* 
out the confedOTacy* With this view he 
addressed himself to the emperor, who was^ 
now returned from his Italian expedition^ 
and had been chosen arbitrator by both 
parties ; requesting, that he would impose 
such conditions only as were conformatde 
to ancient treaties, and' leave the contro- 
verted points in their existing state of in- 
decision. Charles was easily persuaded 
to conform implicitly to his wishes ; and 
having drawn up the articles of accommo- 
dation agreeably to the prescribed outline, . 
he sent them by Austrian deputies to be 
offered separately to each canton, instead 
. of 
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eUAE of sabtnitthsg them tc an atsmiMy of ihieir 
^^;^ respective detegates. Thd views joT Zuiie 
meke of (too pacific a aatuxe to admil of 
liesstation. The iDstmanent was no 900n(sr 
ptesented to Bruiit than be signed «!» ia 
the preneaos of a few scna'ton ; an metMu 
fiir vrhidi Ite* wa» severely ceosured by Im 
enemies, and wlndi m truth k wa« nsi 
easy Ibr iaa adrocales to defiimd » BiddtiRg 
ki thair wnestpectod success, ibt loiniiterK 
ptDoeeded on 'dietr mission to thb otiier 
ttatae; hwt from them laeJt iritii a vbtjT 
diflbpcnt cece^ion. Tbe ibrfest-eantoitt 
bad aeqinred cucumspectiOQ ^Goom paH 
exptrieoce 4 and having ctaeftMf Rjxctivmd 
the imttnixnent, tkef yreos so oon^tidiei) 
tut the 4Mttbigu9tj of it's stjde, tJuii j&c;/ 
pisitivefy revised to ratifj it, tlH iAh^d 
been ihomm^y -canfafiBed in a g9WE9^ 
diet As no persuaaion csobM shatei^b^ 
paff>ote, St was >absoi»teJt]r noce^tkwjF 49 



* M. l^foHtt 9WWW 9tm«f hav*^ s(M }>}>mV t9 
lb* bauw «f ..Aiutda; and io coi^iimgtion pf ithe cha;^ 
iKserta, that he)ield a cpnsiderable post under A(f>ert, jnd 
rec«ved an animal pension firom ]uu^ 309. 

comply : 
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eiMnply : a coogves s waa ^umnic^ed tc^mettt ^ ^^ 
%t 2itiicv to which all the cmito)]6 yf»n 
invitsd bjr ^tuat ddegates to 4^t^»4^. 

Ko) sooiicr Tr«s the as^^n^blj opai^ed, md 
the deed ptodttoe^ Uijio <^. dupUqily of 
tike empeior beeame appsu^eat : Thie uqipa 
witb 2iig andiGJf^ wa» af»t«veaiaeatijQii» 
edt bKl there wag a clpme a^pli^Ue to 
Ibe caso^ ^acting the restpvation^ of qU 
tettHanen dtipeit^lmi on the hotm'ofJaa* 
4n^ wkieh had been eUenated dwiag ihe 
wmt. Sone partial dijitiiAGtipos ymm alsa 
amade in &.vour <^ Zuric> lirbich excited a 
meHrgrounded sasfipcicNa of preo^^it^ted 
/tspttcberj. Bat ^wJi^i th(ey cai^e to^^e ar» 
(kie» 10 which this Hooses^-caoto^s weie 
jstiled by the duke of Austria Ait for^^i^can* 
^([m%.ih^y tod^goaadjTose up)a»d declared 
y^^ '«M|^ gewecaV buj;»t of disapprobatioi^ 
Iib9|>:t]^y,«0er« b^tmjed* " What Priqce," 
QffMmsd.'OOf^ oi t^ 4^>utie% w,hik; the 
h^^t#/f)f^^ m^itep^ beat highk with sjmr 
9fM<h<^'«i^lfki^e». *^ WJbalpriocec£)j%boa$t 
**• tj»4Kh««y/9iH;qiKjfipi«d:t^? W3^^t,at-Mj(vj• 

" garten, 
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^^x.^' ^'garten, or at Laupeu, that we were sub- 
•* dtied ? Let him then ransack thetnouldy 
records of his kingdom for docaments to 
prove that our progenitors, by a volun* 
^ tary surrender of their hereditary rights; 
^ gave him any authority over us; Let him 
** produce the instrument of our subjection, 
^ and we are ready to submit. But if this 
^ be not the case, what made us slaves? 
** For, as to laws unsanctioned by our fre^ 
•* ccmsent, we know them not ; they are no 
** laws for us. In defence of our freedom, 
•* we have shed our dearest blood* Tte 
" sword is still unsheathed ; and till our in* 
** dependence be acknowledged in.satis£5ic* 
** tory terms, it shall never return to the 
*^ scabbard*/' . ^ 

It was in vain for Brun to atteippt to jus«* 
tify his conduct; his coUegues were ilcJaf 
to every argument, though he ek'er««Wl 
all his eloquence upon the occiision. Un* 
able to defend himself l>y any poskive fflle- 
gations, he pret^ided that the natural sifidK. 
plicity of his character had induced him to 

* MuUer, II. ir. 
* ^ place 
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place implicit confidence in the veracity of ^J^^^* 

the Austrian ministers, who asserted thatv>v^M 

the instrament was strictly conformable to 

the wishes of the Helvetic union ; and that 

he had accordingly subscribed it without 

farther inquiry, , Repentance, he said, could 

not jrecal or fexpiate the past, but if the 

confederates would listen to the counsels 

of a man, who had ever shewn himself their 

steady friend, a remedy might still be sug-^ 

gested. " Let us appeal to the imperial 

" throne; and state the unfairness of the 

" whole transaction. It is in the empero/s 

'* power to redress our wrongs, and it MrovAd 

" be injustice tp doubt his inclination.'* ' ] 

This project was agreed to, as ttte best 

whidi cOtald be adopted in the present di- 

l^mna; and delegate3 were dispatched to 

Cfeprlfes, who was then in Moravia tp request 

ai more favourable interpretation of the 

award. But he^tvas either so occupied with 

important buisiness, or«o indifferent to the 

resicmstrances of the. deluded Swiss, that 

he left the memorial unanswered till the 

tnsuing summer. Far however from being ^^^ 

checked 



Digitized by 



Google 



99 HJITQRY W T»« 

^ Bc^' cbedk^ by his4imppomtiaent, Br»m ew- 
itsmd U> br»v^ tbe c^osarw of bi9 qoqq-* 
tiymen, and 8treQgtheo«d ^ vunpoptilw 
^Umnice by additiooal clauses} vhicb* 
tbo);^ iodiyidually adva»tftg^u> to tho 
<aty of Zuric, wew uttedy incoisipatibio 
with h«r ^engagemfioW tovar^ tbo other 
9aatoo9.* 

Tbecooduptof Zuric afibrdi a striking 
proof, of the numberleiw ineonTflnienefla 
-vrhicb attend federativo govwmnentji, a«d, 
which must jtuevitably iocreai^ in direct 
pvoportiop to the exXmi of the coun- 
try qyer which it prevailst To obviate this, 
it would be necessary to expunge (fom the 
heart, of mian.a paMuoo inherent mi his na- 
tuxe^ and wbiph possibly fonns the mifttfliv 
9pringof his'poiMlJUct. The aii»hfttipfi Mtd 
interest of tb« iodividiual «4a/te muit'«yle^ 
operate, with greater e^eiet:* in aU poli^ai 
transactions^. ih%n .^ ghiry<«r0jjvaaH»g* 
of the ^sd^r^pn; ejcactly as iopriiwte life 
W;e J&nd t^: BH^m^j pf 'th9 woHd 



* T*btt*i vi. 

strongly 
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^Ni^ljr inflMmi|Cpd hjjn aoifiidendlimn oicv^kTi 
jitifnte emoiunientsithan bytiloiiD««lriq)lotiY 
^•theories bfpiiblic good; ' ■v.i • . t 

■ -At lengtlkidte^mptHnir eondesoimded 4» 
^iri^E^ tte l0i%.4sxp«eted i«flicr^ iiitfiiB^ 
ed to titliiekbAe. )mScxmw d«dr^ .His ipnfo 
lyattQr ^ofBapdS'ihvhoimi of Atistcid- bectvnne 
ttcarrmin manifest thaiicnMqf»/«9 3«^«n4 
Olans w^e.dechied ta betnoilonfcr w^m^ 
bax;qf the. HelvMioibod j. f ; '^ia tdict ^od 
scarcely appeared, when the Austrian .W* 
Hii^:Albert.«f Bnokbeim, oam»M.itc^ye 
ia ^ecsoii thtibaniftgci die to AUiortt M 
Iflgfclfcnfxfdigitiof dM>sftOMa«miti.> Then^o^ 
dnctcl' tbeJSogfis* upon t)»» ftr^jfiBgiOfsoft* 
fibn^.irmB i«9Qlukiaind.'digfldfied: ** TiU^^ 
** ddb Aa» £Dq^rfl»d aiir b(m<ifm§.drt.igmT 
^ tmt whairiemm to emfkyf wm theit firm* 

Aikilii9.oth«r:eMtons» »9Mf w^ coih- 
slBniadoB,'ia«mUed'j^ Lu»N^ tdmtiio 
der: tbeadamtiogfllajte of pufolj^ 9#d{l) aoit 
tfae.fedi«dyf hiob it would 1^ projpw ^ 
^pljr. l!bed«bail«wMfbQrt;for6P)img0 
KMUlis oi^jr jiMfnHQf* wh9t)» tb^ d|li0»fd 

';K;. « Mull*, II.it.' 
VOX. II. P ' to 
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CHAP, to consult. '/War now faj^peaiiog iiteritu^ 
> ble, i^by determined rno . longert.to mw^ 
the important moments in idle oansulta^ 
tion, hxkt to occup J tlie ' defiles f of ^Zug, 
irluch weve^ ju^ly rtj^Fdediae tkeikeyii^ 
-Stv^tseHaiid, befbte an Austrian avmy coiild 
aipproacb. The deputies of Gdaiis i^iiig 
pwse^tf tbe Jbmdfwas renewed with leYjorj 
ifflpittBing ceremony t^hicfa could tend to 
impdnt it upon, the hearts iof the stpei^* 

' >Wndev ^lUMt'otbep xiroudisiliaiaan, a ^p 
so died^ire 'il'oculct hsnrO'bcieii' #ufiicfeii|: to 
rekindle theiftaliMexyf =?Mnat- ^ intt Cborks ihad 
pi«rk^dyj!%#eiltred(iiiat toinobeedito ekkte* 
tnkidt; ' Nether x^o^ld ■ bei hvre beea ia* 
«Uft<fed'vnideie({ ta^ adwa&v^'BQ'.imry hack not 
Alt:^-d^<}ftive<i Ki^ -by a.,p(teUi^e awor- 
aace, that he would -exi^emace'iiO'.'CQtiti- 
iiUed'e^{$Qsitioivtio&hi»d«tti«e.' NeiUi^.was 
the duke -kiilttsellim a- c<Miditioii toimam : 
he bdd r«Ad)ed thelnbils^f bii'tiavbttleiit 
<6hrieei'; tttid- «f a^ dongehoti^y Ml vat ^VicQiia; 
JCHsappointddi<timbytlG«i!,! and^libe natttisi 
ll^i^iJi^ c>r fail t6tn|)€»ty bad tiiidosibtedljr 
V " .» , contributed 
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contributed tp accelerate his end* Hi$CHAP. 
death however did not take place, till an <^rr^ 
armistice was actually concluded*. i ^^** 
: . From a survey of his political character, 
posterity must be at a lews to discov??* for 
what actions Albert received the surnanie 
of Wm^ 'Unless we can suppose it to hav^ 
be^n intended as the bitterest sarcasm upon 
his ccHidud:. The early part of his. life was 
dedicated to the ecclesiastidal profesiion^ 
which he quitted immediately after his 
brother's death. That he may have been 
4eeply versed in that mysterious jargon 
which, to the utter degradation of the hur 
man intellect, 6nde constituted the abstruse 
science of theology, is a l^t which we shall 
notattempt to controvert. IVmnthoseihero- 
fore, who could prevail up^themsdves to 
appreciate hS^ly such d^l pursuits^ he 
might posstHy have meritc^lhe reputation 
of Wisdom. But it is vai|| to search Ibr 
the criteria of a comprehen<}|ir« mind, or for 
ithose noble qualities whidi give luatte to a 
throne. In all the transac^ins of Ips c^^ 

^ Ttcteidi, yu 
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'■^''^ Immeai^t&tyaft^hfeidfciathiRXidolphiM* 

ISitt^iih tht ^pms eoihditibi^ thiit^«g m4. 
GfertS Should c<ittlattite td pfey the '•f tJfltei* 
ftj^slA td l!l« Ittftise of Austrta 5 wfeflfe liy 
Wiiy 'df «»ft^rcJfirtSb, *6 ^roiiiisfed thtft tfetft- 
«Mfef !fa»^^l»rflJ» abotiid 'be dMSett *o«fe 
«nfi^ "fife tii/N<tiftants of Sdif^ite tsitiKI 
Mim At tlife bmie irinte^ the •aMiide biff- 
*t«*it Atfstirtft 'a«fl gdtt'c, «^l«oJi Ka'd tieeili 
origmaHy • »ftft*H!6i4 (to ivc yfews, was ipf»i>- 

i^«ftn, fl6d<A!ph1»i}g&n serioiisiy ^6 appfy life 
-tfaod^hifs to thbse •ebmiertettt ^rojdifcts Hff 
<ii ^i; ia h €li Ho i i <l «rti , frUioh ^haVe cToroceupriefi 
4iis adilntloiisf1kfn%. Aa4 Ukat iibii^^ 
itbe tiiooe-easiiy vficet Im t^iudpbse, fib ipur- 
icliak!d.^ie>' march 'of fii^pennri]^, ''ahd 
xitased ra Hbtt^ge >to 4>& .^noWn 'seliosstlfe 
4«HirenpBi't>of tterft^o, ItNider ;}irbtei»9 df 
'i^KcBitiiiiiltg'afiasiBxge^'the^k^iiini, tllA> 

'^ ' ^ ' . flockeiii 
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: fe lb§>lwgi»ni§| flC ti^§ ji?^ i|ig^, johi 1362. 

K^^ :yi^ )^rale P9Wpl*r^ mf^&m . 

ance with St. Gal, and several pther towns 
upon the lake o//QMitaiiee, which was to 
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CHAf. subsist during the life of the emper6ti aii^ 
y^!^ for two years aftier his death. Charles ateo 
made a treaty with Zuric, by Which he not 
only ratified all its eiisting privileges, biit 
gave his sanction to the Helvetic bond*— * 
By a specific clause, he guaraiit*ed to thieia 
all the territories, which tfey fiiight hei*- 
afti^ acquire, during the terhi of this aHi- 
irocfe, not excepting even the town of Bap^ 
perswyl, though it was guarded by an fex* 
press proviso, that no attempt should be 
inade to surprise it, except in cast of a rupi 
tiife' between hhsi^df and the hduse of Aus- 
tria. ^ Various other articles were inserted, 
which can be little interesting to a modern 
leader, though they were hi^ly important 
to thef^ parties concerned, anid tontributted 
essetitiailiy t6 tfieir coinfort^nd secutity*! 
/ To a people' seiisible t)f thleir rek] advah* 
iA^isfew events dam happen, w^icfb do^oi 
furnish materiak for itiginuity to woifk 
upon. Thd cfabton of Urif was desirous of 
abolishing evea^y remaining vestige of fisii- 
dal subj^tioni ai^ seized with eagerness 
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MprtBdKik t^ppmsfAVf to purdiaMC!db4Efe>c«4l|'^ 
pi^icigaHMes ftkid revf Ao^ belongkig tolihd J^ 
coi^^nt^f Wettin^'o4i«Mti th^ teHiOM^'} 
#1ttbh' the Abbot w^fi tlKApfe^ilo^ 6«db, ibb 
a mbd^ate price, h6t\i (m>^ammv^{>'ihd 

diffiMhjrivbich heeeip^ienbed ttl\eolI^6i 
log' fate' €lij|ies; ■■ • y ■'-' '■" '•''■'' ''■■' -■<,'-'•'' 

Albert left four isdtdim'^'M "WhiimiMiH 
yvred tfieir 4(her Nft'V'^b^' tiAd. ixRttA 
ddlpb»i|ifaeeldi^i, ^al ffltirdei«d otltjl hosXi 
tag pak'y ; • bad^ Kis brt^libr FredttrixUt was 
cut off %4 C(»0«cigi<i»iis>lhler^' iil the fldwili 1354. 
(if^id^^B. This y.#ar Wtt6» Ufee^iaid,' d^M 
tiiiguiiibe<)>b^th«! dsath'ofr^^iieigtk'Agtiesj 
She-^ied idi the'iftoa^nt'>wbldb4b6- baid 
fottiideii ■am 'KaiApeMeni >U(ixsc liiMag ifii 
Jiabited'itiotfithe>s^«ei«^«i&tf|yeft«t. "Iii 
QQi^tHiito aiy ^)i^»titii1iiibs^^d4l«tlM<?e^ ' 
the ^krftalid'lttL«lpdryidig|l«!h^>^ 
w OieveliM iOf^ikt^m ! dbligaeidas',! 'fittA 
itiell fttiff^uetitity as'afilapok)^ felf>tbe) Want 
of ev«ry' moral t^^tub, we cannot be siii^- 
prised^ iiP the^ ttiertilfk.tf devotion ^ of this 
pribcessdbottid tiav<e conferred dpon ber a 
leputationlOf fl*6ctitjr, to which ^he violence 
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Y^y^f ^illn iPoiprite o£ ^ fr«c#diag {>ffgse>,«Fa 

glory, as to have acquired an kx^^^ipMset 
■pm^tiifii'v^Sfi^^^'^ ^ coacerotiltpd 

P^W^' Agi^odidemmit ,,<)£. hen famaLy; • thu 
l^iHf pil»9iQn-oCk«rBott|; iftvAU«?d hm^oft 

t$»W«iyMb0 i$0ti£ed9sM^fm>9ti ittLlMttl ne^ 
i^}Wff90$d,imklifn»i9ffakty, iiSi^htgfC»» 
*H|ilrd,«iftf|9^74l>d> Iwr liiiMiarMi 1^ 

foaui/ft af iCIiQitiaiiitfi, < ^>appewv tiir 

dfeed. 
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9«)i wtfiommoa in the wiM, who\Q(^,0^ , ^ 
|(H!xtoni4 -^^ect^, and r^gitni thtf 4iiMA 

tial tQ,^«lv«lki|» t^ a li& af imi»\ ^f^ 

IMVprWftnlVtl* ■ • ' . -• p 

4wicM I»eti9!em Libert «Dd. heoppl^ itkt 

«b»mctef» ate ii^e|f»te4 % iiO»^mptit 

£wt»er hei^g epdowed with tb(we «gft «od 

mifwiiei lite p((»s9eiioit^aao(»tr6qiJ«% the 
objp«t lof^fihukfubion > And of idms ; • wlitle in 
Jifa&e8liffi«Jao»i9l^ I«e(»fw)ld,<ith«i(&9ria« <th& 
favtafaife luttoes i^ a pivra-te stntion. Tiit 
iters «f iaadkiiid, iMMi oe^-ifefiir. affeetioM^ 
tnan .tbe »n\y «erUM» ifaciMft ii|k«I"W^cI^ 
«k»0BdiBg t0 his 'theory^ nw^ipDwer oauld 
refMOHKL r To i<)aesliDii Mb aiubhtaity, imi» 
Reason; to oppose >hb irill^'^wo r«bdU(Mi** 
■S«r the ^>Dn«i^ hacvmet, heffht iheat 
famxB, veoe i$o eompjeteljr sccufoed im 

'• :" • TSdittidiyvi. 
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CHAi^: defendihg' ^e Tyrol agahifit tiie duke d# 
BatariaVthat tlwjy had little opportunity 
of di^layirig their opposite characters; and 
were both induced, from motives of policy^ 
to* Cultivate the friendship of the Swiss. 

^Bota storm was coUedting in another 
quarter, which threatened to butlsrt; upon tbe 
cbntigtk^s provinces with destructive fiiryi 
I)ttriag the long wars, whieh had desolatecf 
tile fWtile provinces of Franee, even t^ 
most industrioits bad been diverted from 
agricultural improvements by; the tercors: 
kttendent on ahostile army. Hius, habits , 
of idleness and dissipation had gradually 
spread among tlie lower classes, to the iutter 
exclusion of every* honourable pursuit—^ 
Theactive spirit of tlpis enterprising peo[^ 
being diverted from its proper channel, as^ 
5wiied ^ character more congenial to tbift 
^ocious tamper of the times. Accust<»i^ 
ito no law but that of £(9fce, they wereeasily 
•persuaded to' consider strength as the only 
^ust criterion of property; and led* from 
tWG^ssilty to embrace a. system, of which 
4he^ had been long: thC' innocent victinifl;; 
Hence numerous l?and» of freebooters as- 
I I* sembled 
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si^mbl^^itf almost every pro 
mA sei at dt^Dce all legitimate authority^ yj^ 
ifidtfigii^iii tlioee licentiouseaccatses whioh 
ciml ccwiittatiabs, beyond every odier. spe- 
cies of i wjbfere, are calculated to excite^ 
thcpf plliadered dke adjacent country with 
ladfsaiiiiinate^Mipacity* But tlksir animo-'* 
sity^riUjjfiairtinilafly tliiected agahurcran^ . 
VBatb and mdnasteries^ ^ where wrealtiv and ' 
beauty praMtfted^hdrirnsistiblevaltm^^ 
oas. £v^<tiihrnsof8tiieng& were oo longer 
able*io.M«d&fid arsdhire af^um to their 
a&ighted citieeasy but fdlan easy piney to 
ibeir emtearprii^dg spirit. Ta Ahem^ ibdeed; 
the loss, of njen^'was a consideration of 
ifidiffevence^ ^s^ supplies weire coritinaally 
pouring in from the disbanded companiesi 
which had been trained to rapine in the 
]o&g contests between Bngkmd and IVance: 
Neither were leaders of experienoe wattt^ 
iiig. /The whole tribe of noblcadventureis^ 
^ose venal services were directed where-* 
ever the views of plunder or of pay aittracted 
their mercenary courage^ no sooner found 
themselves without employment iathe ar? 
mies of the' belliger^t prioceSy than they 

embarked 
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Qfi AP; mbtaked' io a oo<j|^e of life, to. wMch ik/^ 
i^fY^wat ii<]ftt»Uy inoitfcd by former, iwhili iwi4 
pMMnt distMif. Attbe he»d of tf <N»ps .^^bm* 
.'terrific <d£Dq«MBatuMi9, for the aaott pari tbo 
offspring of tfaprice, too oi«aiiy. iidiM.^ 
fsd the objects of tbjair iinNriol]ft.piyr|iiU« 
tbej sh^pfid tbair lawlew Muns in vtm o m 
directions, and for acveBal ycaas infettod ^a» 
firoDticfrftrovineds betb oi Italjr aod Ger* 
niaiijr.by their desultopjr idncdif Tlieit 
nyiHtm of 'wnvhm hon • ai: fl<9tmg )Btsama 
Ubnce to tbaA, wfaidiis plBetiaed by ths 
mpa«i9i4s OEuralry of Araina. Wfasn Offt 
pOMid fcyia aofttlior |ipine« tkwy diiapf^eamd 
witb Hui jspidity i»f a. wliidivind, leaviNg 
t^^bindibefn -ih» moornfv] |ra«s>«f thfitr 
difiNMogfilaiieh.* 

One of r^ifi^e armim of adinetitiiHrfirs as Her 
p«ae»4ed iv:]>ayiiig;dJsotiotejd to the J^ot 
4icpmas £]i»ej)if forty tiiouaaiidaten. Jtvas 
bsadtad^ Aenold of Otrrola, a aian dcs* 
cmded finam ^aa itinatrioios 'fiiaiily io Peri*- 
I^Ofd* ilaat(ctf daafteeateiibftoDO jmd p^^ 

* ^tympf. Settler^ Ts^hudi, and Baf r^, descrit)^ the atrp-* 
ciries committed 1>y^esc lidriditti, arid^raWan affectiAg 
|$Mwei4if>0>en|iBMijr<^^e'^«s. ' 

;■••... J , ■ gate. 
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gate iintaiii^*4 After kying waite tbecMAR 
pi^vitites of AlB^ce and Larhiiae, he*,)^ '^' 
peiEired fiuddeQlybifb^ Monte, and obfiged 
ik& cMKtos tb TcAeeib tkemselv^es: from 
p fcia t dw bfy tlie pslyment of a ooosidefa'Ue 
oBBomh T^ «lami b^caaate gBoend m 
S«liaseil9uid) M he lapproacked its fodrders. 
IVek^ ysKte wssowl^ed in liaste, and onler'- 
^ «d9Xkftrch td tliedefi^ct'Of BUe^^aipimt 
^rlidi he i^tli ifost ^dvasicingf'. 

HUveiflk)^ tiie cmpepor^had lematned a 
tmaepMi sptcttAOr of tbe fmislic calamity ; 
Mit <itt TRgOQcy <of Ae joienl nt lengtli 
^idt^ei 4ifln -frt>m iiis disgcaoeAil tonpctr. 
Ik K^ gtruck \fi^ thedxagetie'wiiick hb 
<cHrti dominions would biee3cpoi9ed,ifidiese 
tedditti ^iMire 4Aii9et«d !to proceed in theio: 
'Cttreer. 'By iti|ad masrdbes be gained the 
banks of the Rhine, resolving to >&8pnte 
<ife|)to3age, shonld 1hey atiismptdbntpene- 
ttmtefiksto the ibterior of G'ennstny; Admold 
ifkB no rsooner informed of Ohwtes' ap- 

* Accordrog to May, Cervola took the ia«oogruous 
title of YAe Friend of God, and the Enemy of Mankind, 
't,xiiii. 
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CHAP^proachy than he fell back towards tlio 
^Jl^mountaiiis of Burgundy, unwilling 1o con- 
tend with a ^orce which might render his 
fortune dubious. Unaccustomed to every 
military precauticm, and made furious bj 
disappointtn^it, his troops no lonj^rpre- 

sserved the smallest r^^mblance of subor- 
dination, but assembling in tumultuous 

;groupes, publicly accused their bommanr 
der of incapacity and cowardice. Deter- 
mined to prove that one part of the charge 
at least was groundless, Cedrvola appeared 
with undaunted courage before the da^ 
roorous host, threatoiing the disobedient 
with instant death. But his power^ the 
creature of opinion, was no more* From 
invectives they proceeded to blows, the tur 
mult became universal, and he fell in the 
struggle. 

Satisfied with being thus delivered from 
immediate danger, Charles did not Attefnpt 
to pursue the fugitives, but suffered them 
to retire unmolested. From the moment 
the evil became remote, his avarice got the 
better of all other considerations. It was 
1^ reigning passion ♦ So deeply indeed had 

this 
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42isSc^<A^id vice taken root, that notMrlth^euA^^ 
rtwdibg hfe affected piety^ toe choae nlt^ ^j^; _ ^ 
to es;po6e himself to the censiures of the sq« 
vereigQ pontiff than incur the iexpeciCes in^ 
duieiita) to poM^erful exertion lor his rdlief. 

Urban YIIL had been lasulted ia his 
pakK^eat Avignon, by a lawless band of 
adventurers, and obHged to redeem his ca- 
{dtal by the payment of an. enormous ran* 
som^ In his distress, he applied to the ^m- 
-percHT for assistiance. But indulgencies a«d 
dispensations were so sunk in value, that 
^atfes declined any risk to obtain thern^ 
^ugh proff(^:ed with the liberality of a ' 
man who feds that his storeis inexhaustible, 
a^d that he may continue to give without 
being impoverished by his generosity** 

The senate^ of Berne adhered with con- 
stancy to the system^ which it had so long 
followed with success ; though in many in- 
stances, repugnant to those high-*flown sen* 
timents of liberty, of which Helvetia made 
sachan ostentatious parade. 



* Barrel Hi$tQjre d'AUemagncl^ 
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dn A ft If tre itiveetigate their actions v/iik a ciii 
''*• J ttcstl eye, we find them by toras the aJtottors 
ofarbltrary power, ortheaTdwedchMQ^pioni 
of ciyil ir«edoBi, just as the gale of itite^ 
vest directed their course. Tyranny, in tfce 
|)€n*sMi of a ei^iir^ier of Berne, asinmed a 
less hatefnl aspect : but no soouct did the 
despotic baron incur the resentment 'q£ 
those haughty republicans, than the rights 
of mankind' were to be rindicated by the 
sword. Thus, with an ambition perfectly 
republican, they sacrificed even liberty iU 
self to the aggrandisement i^ the state*-^ 
Money, hjowever, continued still their £k^ 
irourite engine; and whenever a &vourable 
opportunity presented itself^ it was employv 
ed with ike spirit of a people w^o nnder^ 
stand the true undue of their commodity. The 
lefinements of calculation however, as n 
frequently the case with refncmenti of 
every description, were sonsietimes earned 
to excess. By econcmiisijiig too much^ they 
became the dupes of their own fhig^dity ; 
for^very increase of power, thrown into the 
scale of Austria, was a concern of a much 

greater 
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gmater magmlMe* tfaafi^asky momehtarjr chap; 

log thtr^rojects of thai flftibHabim Iwme. 

TbetawacifiMdurgmblmBnftgaii^ i3g^ 

ubable; ailj Jimg^r to cbotstid ^guimil ^M 
coiM^ToS Euttteoborg, the €ki«ep9>«ifip]tQ^ 
toBeroe £cBrsittppQit. Btttf ^» ti»^ir »UuMiqn 
vtar tod nmofae to bejanidbject of inmiCH 
dntte intereB^vthe dLaima[io0hiniuiiiiti|rHif^P9 
arcddokedJ MotwithaytetiHliQstkiaiepuite; 
the FiqfaitrgfTft mdf^ed' to mikie a htti oft 
fort; in ^tffisnce of their tinkipeMtofice, ftnfl 
vitb th&taddltioli g6 ^.fmuM Teitii(Si«K&ne»^ 
fkmi tiid neighbonriog iowmf gav« buttle 
to the/coQiU. : The attmopt proved fatal. , 
Their tbfofift f#a»irre^ar^kite. Det^ri ved of 
etery ptisidble cesdoDee, ito^ cbokoi remaiMd 
but tic^ par^ 'a heavy cx>titfibuticm to tAni 
victors, as an inderanifieatioiiifi^r tAMobai^w . 
of the wMy and to. thro\ir themaeLv^Si uncon- 
ditionally into the arms of Austria *. 

The fcak>wingyear, Bemeei^ged iira 1357. 
sanguinary contest with the bishop of BAle. 
Bienne had been formerly an imperial 

• Tscbiidiy ti, 
VOL. IT, E city. 
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r HELVETIC BEPUBLICS. ^^^ 

LepUcepal chair; a .uao ol^r,^^^^^'^^^^- ^^_ 

' « and arbitrary pnnc.pU* I^h« 

P.U, l,e bad imbibed U.e h'8<»»'^«^ ^ -* 

an opportunity of reducmg *>„ , 90 

^''"rCeTw^.»0-Pect 
Keiiiie and Berne, nc m ,,^:J_s 

tathe obedience of a pcoptewho^^_ 
,^«mn«ntcorr.H-aedbJun^*^ 

ta. He rc^l* ^j5 of spi- 

ntual weapons. A n ^ ^ 

joining his prewndcd-bj^^to^^^^ 

»«--• ".'"tToltmetin* he awaited 
tl«ir allegiance, lor »'""=., „„! ex- 
.Uh patience the resuHo^topo^^^^^ 

station •. but, finding hBJ^J» ^ 
pro.h.ctiveofnosuuUryeffect.he^ 

J different mode o. conduct ^A^.^^ 
otanumerouscavalrj.heso^" ^y. 
bynight,andma.ac^^P^^^^,„„f | 

tats in thett beds, without a 

fi 3 
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CHAP, city *♦ ^^ adnrinlKtration of whidi was en*- 
IX. tHisted to the counts of Neucfaatelf. In 
process of time this jurisdiction, by usur- 
pation, was tendered hereditaarj. A de- 
icendant of that bouse being elevated to 
the episcopacy of Bdle, made' a dontatioD 
of att his possessions to that see J. Tbe 
immunities of Bienne indeed could -not be 
legally affected ^ by 'this transfer, • as they 
had been repeatedly confirmed by the ex- 
press declarations of sibccesstve emperors: 
and she had oohseiqtiently exercised upon 
all occasions, > an independent jurisdiction, 
without the smallest ecdeeiasti^' control. 
—-History informs us, that .die was at 
times allied with.Sdeure, fVifoourg, and 
Berne. The treaty with tiiii latter city 
wa6 renewed in' 1S52, at which period it 
was rendered perpetual §. 

In 1^7, John of Vienna succeeded to 

* TKhucK supposw Bienne to baye exif ted m tb^ time 
of TIttems, under the name of Bipenta*. M. d'AuviUe^ 
on die contrary, is of opihipn that it was. anciently called 
J^tintKa, and that it is mentioned by that title in the Itine- 
rary of Antoninus, t ' 

t In. 1169. t <" i^2< I Stiimpff viii. 
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the episcopal chair; a man of haughty cha- chap, 
racter, and arbitrary principles. In his ^x. 
youth he had imbibedi the highest ideas of 
ecclesiastical pre-eminence^ and. had now 
an opportunity of reducing his favourite 
theory to a practical experiment. But, so 
long as the connection si:(bsisted between 
]^nne and J^erfve, h/& had Httle to expect 
from the obj^dieiH^e of a people whose ideas 
. of govi^mmejnt CQiresponded but imperfect* 
ly with his a^n, ^in^whose ppinion^Twere 
backed by tb^.i^^rgui^^t of a strong military 
fpite. He rqsi^ved therefore to proceed by 
oj^er m€i9i!i0^ and to toy the efficjEicy of spi-> 
ritual WQ^ponsi A mandate was issued, en-^ 
joining Mis pretended subjects to dissolve an 
alliatice, which was totally inconsistent wjth 
their allegiance. For some time he Awaited 
with patience . the result of this pastoral ex* 
hortatijon ; but^ finding, his expostulations 
productive of no sal^t^ry.eff(pct,he assumed 
a di^ewAt n^KKle of c^mduct At the head 
(rf A numerous cavalry, h© surprised the city 
by night, and massacred it's peaceful inhabi- 
tants in their beds, without distinction of 
KSI age 
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c li AV. ^S^ ^ ^^^- HiVm^ thus • avenged his ii> 
X3C, suited^ dignity, he pr6cceded in the pleni- 
tude of his eJ)iscopiil^ Authority t6 abrogate 
the league. Violefrde; though frequently 
em]y!6yed a^^siich, seldbm pro^^es the mtax^ 
bf p(^i4iasf6h*J' 'ITiie i*^retehed ckizeni were 
ho sooner d'^ttver^d #bfh few presiettee, thftii 
they iaddreisiElJf t'hefr ctainplbltits 'to their in- 
dignaiiif iliifeka TWe B^i'iii'rt' aW»ed i and 
the t6i»fed«ates 'wefe"Mtfiniow6d'to join 
tKerh. ''The bishop h^ivMcv^^W ijl'^ed 
of thieif dedigtl, iti \ktie -to save hittiefelf >by 
i precipi'Ute KKglit. - (tlife lied td^ Keudia- 
tel, a ^la>6B' bf ctmsid^Hle' strtUfgth,' d«*- 
ryiiig w'itli Jriin'set^wtf of die tnag^stMftes 
of Bienne, i^hbtri Tfe detalhed' hs- *4Stage4 
fofhis fatui^'^fety *. ■-/.;:.; 

^d'allies' n'eit '«SsfeiiAtecl'a cabtfe'te- 
longlti^'feithe'bratidp," in the vioiiiity of 
Bienne; whi6h Httdbe^^a^^'Use of tea 
place of ectofin^etiftj' ami took it by 8toi)»^ 
The prfeo^'ersWri^'^ at liberty, ateiA' the 
fortress vrtdi hiied to ihcgroa^id. ' An-a*- 

■ ' ' ' • Mayll.xiVi. ■ .... 

tempi 
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tempt tasarprise Neuchatel was »K)t equally c u a h 
$uccesdfuL The enterprise failed: and^tbe ix. 
the approach of wiijter renderiog any regu- 
lar att^K^ altogether impracticable, the re- 
publican army .returned to their homes*. * 
It wa& resolved in^ the ensuing ,spriag tf> 
invade the episcopal, territory with the 
combined forces of Berne and Solevire ; 
and a spot in the Munster-tha,! WM ap* 
pointed for tlie unbn of their respe[cti\^ 
forces. The charms of this romantic val-» 
ley are familiar to every enlightened tra* 
veller; nor is he less acquainted with that 
wonderful work of I^opian industry^ the 
celebrated paaj^ge oi Pierre-pert ui^ Con- 
scious of the importance of this post, the 
bishop had fortified it with regular works^ 
and selected his bravest troops for it'^s de* 
fence. But the persevering courage of the 
assailants rendered all his efforts abortive; 
and after an obstinate conflict the eccle- 
siastical troops were driven frota their en* 
trencbmehts. 

* StettiM 

E 3 J'ar 
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CHAP. Far from abandoning the contest, how-^ 
^J[^ erer, the sanguinary prelate determined to 
136a. ^P^^ ^^^ ^^^^ campaign with increasjing vi- 
gour. For this purpose, he advanced to 
Olten, a small town upon the Aar, which 
he had lately mortgaged to ^he count of 
Nidau. Incensed at the atrocity of his 
conduct, or fearful of incurring the dis- 
pleasure pf his more powerfiil neighbours, 
the count refused him ^ passage over thf^ 
bridge; and the river being swollen with 
incessant rains, was no longer fordable** 

Thus precluded from eyery hope of rer 
taliation, the bishop listened with less a ppa- 
rent reluctance to the proffered mediation 
of the adjacent states. After much disr 
cussion, it was agreed that the dispute 
should be referred to arbitration ; and pro* 
per judges being appointed, they came to 
a resolution that as no material losses had 
been incurred, each party should sit down 
contented with their respective expences. 
With respect to Berne, however, the sen- 

* Tschudi, B. vi. 

tencci 
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tence was jnore severe; as tliey werecon^ciJAr. 
damned tp a fine of thirty tbausand florins, J^ 
by way of punishment for their wantCHi 
destruction of several churches in the Mun* 
star^hal. Three thous^ind were imme^ 
diately paid, but the remainder appears to 
have be^ never claimed. This decision is 
worthy of notice, as it strikingly exhibits 
the tamper of the times. To destroy a mo- 
nastery was^ a crime, which required the 
roost exemplary punishment; but to mur- 
der a fellow-creifiture with deliberate era- 
elty, to invade the security of domestic 
j'epose, and deluge a city with bIood,though 
it excited universal indignation, drew down 
no ecclesiastical censures. The atrocious 
prelate was suffered still to enjoy all the 
emoluments of his station, as if he had in^ 
variably fulfilled it's duties with patriarchal 
correctness I 

It would be an unnecessary trespass 
upon the reader s patience, to detain him 
with a circumstantial narrative of all the 
petty contests, which successively arose 
between the confedera^tes and the adjacent 
bftrons, The ferocity of the latter had been 
^ 4 carried 
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CHA».<^arried to the highest pitch. Tb^r castles 
. ^^- were converted into receptacles Tor plucr- 
derj nor could the merchant travel with 
security, unless protected by a numerolis 
escort. To such an extent, ind^d, had 
rtiis evil spread, that, we discover the name 
of a count of Hapsburg among these for- 
midable foes to social order. 
J 373. Neither should we deem a mercenary 
expfedition, undertaken by three thousand 
of the confederates to support the Visconti 
in the Italian wars, more worthy of -obser- 
vation, wds it not the first instance 00 re- 
cord of the Swiss receiving foreign pay. 
Unfortunately for the happiness of Hel- 
vetia, the example became contagious, 
The love of glory, combining with the lust 
of gold, presented irresistible attractions. 
Tlie nerve of the European infantry was 
composed of auxiliary Swiss ; who when 
worn out in the hardships, or enriched by 
the plunder of distant campaigns, carried 
back to their native cities all the vices and 
follies which they had gleaned in the 
cliangeful scenes of martial service : thus 
gradually undermining that purity of mind> 
^ which 
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which had formed the brightest omameotc »ap. 
of their national character, and which con* K^ 
fers more real honour on it's possessors 
than the proudest tarophies of military 
triumph. 



CHAP., 
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CHAPTER X^ 

tngelram de Coney — Death €f the Emperor 
— His Character — Progress of Literature 
--^Schism in the Church-^ A t tempt upon So- 
kure^^Renewal of the War-^Battle e^ 
Sempach'^Wesen besieged and taken. 

CHAP, yjj lY^^ person of Arnold of Cervola we 
t^^N^ have already gained acquaintance with 
isTi *^ savage bands of adventurers, which in- 
undated Europe during the fourteenth cen- 
tury. Yet it is fair to confess, that those 
extraordinary expeditions are enveloped in 
a cloud, which the^ inaccuracy and exagge* 
ration of contemporary writers, render it 
almost impossible to penetrate. We be- 
liold immense armies, like the fabled hosts 
of Cadmu5» rising as it were out of the 
ground. We read of the towns, which they 
sacked ; of the countries, which they piK 
laged* But the relatipn is interspersed 
with 50 many marvellous incidents, that it 

seems 
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seems rather the wild invention of a dijhCHAP^ 
ordered brain, than the rational narrative 
of historical truth. To search for a satis- 
&ctory solution, at this distance of time^ 
might prove perhaps an iuipracticafole un-^ 
derttking. In' the coursb of the last chap«^ 
ter, we gave some developement to our 
ideas: more plausible arguments it ijroQld 
be difficult to adduce. 

Ingelram de Coucy, the father of him 
whose exploits we are about to commetno- 
rate, was descended from an ancient and 
illustrious house in Picardy. We are told 
that he married Catharine of Austria, a 
daughter of Duke Leopold, render^ me- 
morable by his defeat at Morgarten; that 
her father, not finding it convenient to ad- 
vance the marriagCi^portion, agreed to mort- 
gage a part of his dominions in Alsace and 
the Argau, as security for future payment. 
Possessed of abundant w^th, and occu- 
pied in distant enterprises, Ingelram had 
neglected to den^and the arrears, so that 
the interest had been suffered to accumu- 
late difring a succession of years *. * 

* StetU^r, Tschudi, Duchemei Froitsard, &c. 8cc« 

Hi* 
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CHAR^ Humore prudent »n, Ite^n serknisly 
^J;^tD. calciriite the vast imp(»rtanGe of the 
swia in question^ and addressed hn dainto 
to khe^ reigning dukes. Tbe brother re* 
piied^ that they were perfect strange^ to 
the contract; but that, the laads in dkipute 
bemg mak ieu«n$^ it was inipos&ibk for 
kiij ri^it to have devolved to Coucj on the 
part of his mother. Ingelram was noi of 
a ttmper to be ss^tisfied' with vague ex- 
cuses; and had imtftediatereeourseto £d-^ 
iward IIL of England (whose daughter *^ 
Isabdla, lie had married)^^^! to Clmrle^ V. 
ofFrance^ irotn whom he leceived iXMisi* 
derable supplies^ both in men and money^ 
At a time^ wh^ the gceatier part of the^ 
Christian princes were at peace witli each 
other, it was no arduous task to assemble 
an army. Coucyls standard was no sooner 
erected, than adventurers flocked to it in 
rmwds from every Aatioo of Europe* In 
ft short time he found himself at the hea^i 
of between fifty and sixty thousand com- 
iMitants, of whom a forge proporti<MTt w^f^ 
English, ' Hating colleeted this fomiidafete 

' - host. 
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hoAf he ;4irfected 'hi9 tndi^ itpwacd 1^ char. 
ba&ks of .t^BJhtWi>> rlpJbi6.pfi|C)gres«, 1)« 
wi^ «^ntinuallj^ V joined ^j/7Jarg!^reiaforpe« 
meotsr; thd ims^ahh remfti^^ >of those mi- 
diidpIliBledi ba^Httttv aitlio: tM^ Ti9ri<^f 
leateis badifocinifiiiy \md'.w]i9^^4^^^^ 
cS'OakttMitp;;: :■•;■•,• •'■";:',-,( ,:■ 
Appm^ of thepf»t)aTaU9nfitwbiQ|iiFt^ 

ceqeiiibUb»Tj.«on(duCl lo seew^ ib^ci^'^ayi^ 
rfttka of <^ 3wu^. on yflfiose df^io^iMtf^ 
enmt of.tiw w6r apeniedri? ^[gn9#t p^^^^^m^ 
todepdnd;! siDd,.bli|iiigft^»jai9d^«9i:dfi^,,fo 

«itk tbeir most. vaJimble eST^^ojtft fa{9. w«il»it 
theapprmobof Ute te«if)e9jt wjyllh an?4<H»i 
8iupei)s&. •■• '- ii 

itrvas ahont iha t\m» ef Imvi^eK, vbea 
Oouoi". *pf>eared oo' th«,condiic» of Akace. 
In^gular bauds of piaitisaM, wbo>U«Mi beeai 
attracted, to bis. standard bj tho iexpeiot^ 
tbo^pbieder, l^tbiei way. 'JTI^ugh iii% 
seas^l^ of ;tbiQ rdin'to wbicb th^ should 
theimeives. be ex posed, if 9U(^i •» Hc^atiou^ 
hodji KcseiaHowed to peotstrnte it^o the 
Argau, the forest-cantons were still unable 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 latiroRY OP thj: 

CHAP. to«urmotiflt tl^ir hereditai^ hatred of ithd 

house of Atijstria, and unwilling to maVean 

it s defencd. Acdu^tomed to watch the 

motions of I^r ancient foe, trith this same 

Hnconqoerablte jealousy, ^i*h wbk^ Greece 

had formerly regarded Philip of Af aoeAoD^ 

the canton of Schweitz in particiiiar, not 

only refused to embody her » militia^ but 

exerted ^tt her influence i*ikh;the coo&det 

Tate states to prevent them from, takiog an 

active part in the contest. Fottunatelj 

however for the repose of Helvetia, Zuric 

itnd Berbe was less ^ bigoted- to thcfii!> old 

prejudices, and had the Wisdom to raeiifioe 

all secondary considerations to the ^nierad 

good. They accordingly entered* into.a 

treaty with the duke, by which all forpaier 

atiimosities were suspended^ and enga^d 

to bring their combined forces into the 

field, in case the terrific enemy should *pe- 

netmte into the coantry between the Aar 

and the Rhine. They promised abo^ to 

indace the states of Soleure and Lucerne 

to join the common standard; while, th^ 

only ei^ivalent wjiich they required in re- 
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tarnv was a prolongation of the jtruce with ^Hab* 
the forest^cai^ons for ten years ^. 

Having laid waste the fertile province of 
Alsace, destroyed ^ castles, and sacked 
the townisi, Ccracy Uppeamd before Bfissac, 
into which Leopold had thrown himself 
witib the flower of his ndbtlity« The 0on- 
duct of the du^e at this momentous Crisis, 
did equal hoiaour to his courage and to his 
prudence* It was probable, if he .could 
stem the violence of the torrent for a short 
time, that all real dagger would subside, 
as the enormous foree of the invader must 
inevitaUy perish frran k's own unwieldiuess 
and ihe desolation which accompailted it^s 
march. 

Instead of occupying himself inthe sie^, 
Ingelram advanced toward tl^ frontiers 
of Switzeriand, spreading terror and de* 
vastation wherever he came. Since the 
irraption of the northeiti barbarians, so ^e* 
vere a scourge had not visited that happy 
land. To determine ' the line of conduct 
which it would be most advisable to jmr- 

♦ Mttlleo IL V. 

sue, 
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CHAP, sue^ was na easy task; but it wws com 
• sistent with the sphit of afirffi peo}^^ if no 
meatis w^rq kft lo escape destructictti, to 
perish with arms intbeir lmnds« They le^ 
solred^ m consequence to meet ^ storm 
with vigorous r^aistauce* The united forcwi 
of Berne and Solenve. took post at Hbp^ 
aogenbuchsee, in the Uppeir Argaxi^ where 
the J were joined by a dietachnmit of Aus^ 
tmin». MeaAwhile the Zutickara^ rein-» 
Ibraed by a strong body from Lncorm^ 
cncastiped near Sur, ib the Jjowtst Argftu; 
Coucy still continued' hit prograas. i He 
wa» alxyndy avriTed oo the JM^nkisof thff 
Aar, when tbe xs>nfederates finding t^^fn* 
selves exposed to the whole brunt of Uw 
war^ and suspecting that X^opold mil^ht 
have left them m this unpr6|ected st^tf 
from interested motive, fell' back without 
striking a bl^w. To this resc^ut^ tbejf 
were prpaipkid by th» wts^ policy^ as \hQ 
sitimtion of the enemy afforded 9A addi^ 
tiomd inchbcement to avoid a d^sive ac^ 
tk». His rtoks grew daily thinnw, Num* 
bers perished from want of common ne- 
cessaries, and many had deserted, having 

already 
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already obtained, the ultimate object ofcHAP. 
mercQpary courj^ge, abundant plunder* ^^^ 
But tUe flower of the army still remained 
unbroken, ^nd consisted m a numerous ca* 
valrjy accoutred in all the splendor of a chi* 
Talrous age, and animated by that roman- 
tic spirit which delights in danger. 
. A body like this was still highly formi« 
dable« llieir strength was increased also 
by the terror, which preceded their march. 
So general indeed was the panic, that evet^ 
those obvious precautions which common 
sense might liave dictated,, though unaided 
by military study, had been in many places 
totally omitted. Some of the most im- 
portant passes on the Jura were left un- 
guarded. The unpardonable neglects of 
the counts of Ky burg and Nidau, who had 
been entrusted with their defence, exposed 
them both to the Suspicion of treachery** 
Meeting with no opposition, Coucy di- 
vided his army into three columns, that 
forage and provisions might be more easily 
pipcuredt. The whole country bet\yeen 



• May, 11. XXX. f Id. ib. 
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cIiaV. tnfe !leafs, the Liminat, and the Aar was 

sj^ih^ tfxpose^ to the incursidhs of liis troops^ who 

, Iferied cotityibutrons with kll the l-apacity 

of ihiett, x^hom habits of bltA>d *ndpresetit 

distress telidtired callmisi tb "every senti- 

ipent of htimanity, • 

Winter, however, was fast apjjroachthg ; 
a*nd to that the miserable inhabitatits lobk- 
ed fbrwat*d for their delivery, with anxious 
expectation, * They knew, that the ligout 
of lati Alpine climate would retidet it im- 
possible foir the best appointed arrhy to keep 
the field ; and they were aware that the ene- 
fny was ill-prepared to tontend against it's 
severity. Ilie frost "fikewiise set in with 
uhusCial kefehness, and even at an ear!iei*' 
period than usiiaK To obtain supplied 
for his troops, no escpedifent Was left but to 
(^uartcir 'theiii in thfe different villages; nei- 
ther cotild this be eff^ctfed without immi- 
nent peril. The reirt6l6 position of the dif- 
* ferent liatntets obliged hini to extend kii 
Une ovfe'r a'wider surface, thkt ^as st*iMy 
iibnfbtmat^e to prudfentmi • tactits. I^ 
such a situation, the detachments were ex- 
|>oied to frequent attacks fVoim a vigilant 
' • ' ■' -i dnd 
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and active foe, Whoevet is acquainted tfH A l>t 
with tiie topography of Switeeifland^ mxwt -^^^^ 
know bow trdl that c6uiiibry is cakukted 
for a wm' of points* Even the belt disci^ 
plined armpes aito exposed iao continual 
bs^s, fron^ the impoBsibiiity of acting in 
condensed masses. Flying corps are sur-^ 
rdnnded and taken, even when 1^ main 
body is moving forward in the foil career 
ef victory, 

A force . so hrt^rc^eneous as that which 
Coucy led, firom its incapacity of struggling 
against these calamities, became every hour 
the victims of fresh disasters* Their reso-^ 
hition sunk with their change of fortune^ 
while their adversaries derived im^reasing 
courage from every little succefcs. Provi* 
sioiis weire no where to bo procured, and ur* 
gent clamotirs announced |be universal dii9« 
tre^s** " 

Coucy fixed his head quarters in the con* 
vent of Frauinrtinaeni between Arbe^ and 
HutwyK where he was attended by a nu^ 
sierous^ tpdn of nobles^ ami secure from the 

* Stumpf, Stctllcr, Tschtidi^* Muller, 11. v. 

F 2 apprehension 
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4t H AR apprehension of danger, neglected every 
3^ necessary precaution. Attentive to aH his 
motions, and minutely infotoied of every 
circumstance that passed, the-Bemcrs con- 
ceived the daring project of surprisibg hie 
troops in the midst of theiir festivities. The 
enterprise was conducted withsecrecy,and> 
executed with vigour. Worn out with va- 
rious excesses, the soldiers were sleeping 
at their posts ; while their chiefs were im- 
mersed in every species of debauchery. In 
a moment, the aisles and cloisters were 
strewed with the slain: even the altars were 
polluted with blood. In the hurry and 
darkness of the scene, all resistance became 
vain. To fly was their only hope. Dis- 
persed in the neighbouring woods, num- 
bers perished from the cold. At tl^e dawn 
of day, the Berq^rs found themselves com« 
pletely victorious, and returned in tri-^ 
umph** 

Most of the other posts being attacked 
at the S9xne time, and with similar success, 
the distress of Coucy was now bqpome ex* 

• ' • Muller, II. iv. 

treme. 
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Iteme: , Ttie'severity of tbfe seasoh;* joiiftdGHAi*. 
fe the Tigoroife prefeautioM of the ^Sir ifcs, ^^^ 
deprivted him of all supplies. Nothing' 
therefore rem^iried, but-an atteiiipfc to re-- 
^in Alsace ;'nor coiild thi» be accomptished 
without exposing his arifiy to imminent 
danger, shoiilA theAustriatts avail 'them- 
selves of the^pportnhity to harass him tluN 
ing his retreat. In this disiastrous state his 
ftiiKtaty talents wereeminentljr displ*yed» 
Be did every thing that a prudent and <expc- 
rvebced geneial cduld pci^rm; and in spite 
of all the effcHrfe idf his adversaries^ reachted 
tt len^H the v^ty spot %hence h« ^d lately 
d^partetl. Btitii6^y widely different was hJs^ 
situatibh, ^%ith a dknlmshed army;^ de- 
feated hopesi and tarhi^hed reputation- ' 

Not^?thstatiding th^ ftttal issue,howeYer, 
of thii ill-conterted ^xp^diti^n, it cannot 
be denied that Coucy w-isis possessed of abi- 
lities^ fat ^Wfe the Ifevel^ of mediocrity^ and 
that he ^^s'etiiWentiy distinguished by tbfe 
bifilliant ^qualitife of ^ that rdmantic age .♦ 
But to cdiidifct a heterog^eo^s band, eom- 

'iw. F3 posed 
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Qif AP.pPiK^ of the dreg^ ctf,ew«ry ^a^iop, ^ to 
support theni i» a fpreigri co«rP<;ry. witbou^ 
eithiftr nragajjipe^, or a^Ues, or.thfl cp^Qpi^r^t 
tiop of ^n internal ffu;MaQii, ieKlD|rQd^;poim» 
bin^oo^ of t^lmi^, ■ ly^icb but 99I40Q1 ^Ut 
^ tb^lfHofrnftUf, .. 

An^ibal, }tM %t\ieif ^rtmgh;^ Aov^^ to thfi 
Imqk pf 4estri;ptiop, $ki4 Ale^^nft^ over^ 
tum^ lb«p thronci af ?#rsia, . ,;?J»t. t^fs^ 

vo^m^ 9f Quintus CjJrtiu* l^^^l'ii^fi^ 
m4^^^ *^ hip gr*ve ? ^qd, pethftRv^j^ 
ei^*5p?^si|jg gflwiw^ 9f CR^fjr vf »,ffiiffit»!|i«i 
^d by th<i heroic j^c^ieveipppj^, pf | jtJt^ f o^ 
of BbiAifv U^ ought bQwevfif ic|o^^jr^, r^ij 
poHeqi^, tb^t be wa,i neithpf-^t tbjB ,1^4 
of the phftlapy,} mir marcbip^^^g^t J^ 
^ubje^*.^ of i)M«5( , The ^^pip^ :;fas 
TOsbi;and could be ju9^6pd),i^i»p jb^.tbe 
sptepdopr pf victory^ j ^.'- :, , > - 

Havwg tbu9 by ^q ifi§dpip,,9if . h^s^im§*T 
s^rf s, avi^rtpd tb^.^tpnp, lf^]^9\i^, v.as top 
sepsible pf ,tb^d^pgfjr'^0B^;»}^j(jl?b^ h«4 

es<?apie4, -pot tP ?^*^ ^itb: Pfta?SP®s^ *"5 

expedient for satisfying the ambition of 

Coucy, After %he 'de«tb df Rudolph of 

^ ^ Nid?iu, 
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.Ni<»la«, ^k9 Ml 9,t B^¥Qn by nn U<igl»h chap. 
aqrow, his ricfo sflcqes^ipp wp$ ^\nM her ^' 
twef»:Mifl <H)lla|firal heir^ the OQunM pf 
Tbierstein. 1^1^^ J^y;ljiir|j, Thw^liitle, how- 
ever, b|ei?)^ s,QnBew^t4ubiiOU^,1il|eftspiying 
biibop of. B^lq pnep^red ^ cqiUie^ll it* «A- 
4CT.p^^^Gf thftt jt 4evolve4 to.^nj» fi^ii 
mijlitary fief. Af^r much ^^erc^itiqa ai^ji 
bkiQ^-shed, it was ^t length ^gije^^j. ti>5|t 
tl^ie dispute shoi^ld l^,refpp:e4 to tl^ }\^<^&- 
mmt of Prpviden<jfi; or, Jn. «t|ier Tfiprdi, 
sliCHild beTO«dl»^e4 hjr t\tfii4ifQifaf>^ of an^. 
Wty-jix knigUtfe VfW phflsefl bjf ^^h partjj, 

to whoft^: pr^vofif. ^^ : 4f t^i?nin^M^ ^^^ 

^offMipit^f Th)? <?Qn%!p|ai^ waa wpporteid ofk 
fedth sides wjUih p^y»*^e, ^uir^ge, Jill fq?- 
tuiie 9.t leiigth d«<Jl^«4 8g*ip?t t|if^ ,pi<e|ate. 
lV(on(9y hpw:evjBf Wing 9. more jropflrtant 
iQbjeot to tho impoverished victpis Ifh^f) ;^ 
ioereasQ of .territory, which at be$t wa^ held 
Jbya precajRows i^i^ure, 8a.iPftny4»fficp^ 
ties arose in Ihe divison of the sppil, , tHey 
^i^ <l»$i)y prevaiJed }jp.oj(i tp.ff§dp ithp 
«Mini^«8cpf Nidau and B»r»ft to A^ 4u)«jb 
of Austria, in consideration of an adequate 
. F 4 sum 
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CAP. sum*. No sooner was the purchase con- 
eluded, than the fiefe were offered by Leo- 
pold to Cducy, and accepted by hitn 4n ftill 
compensation for all his claimst* 

Scarcely had the invaders quitted the 
Austrian frontier, when Jjeopold cdncluded 
an armistice with the confederates for eleven 
years. During this happy period of unin- 
terrupted tranquillity, the annals of Helve- 
tia afford few occurriences to captivate at- 
tention. Scenes of carnage are, unfbrtu* 
nately, calculated to produce a strong 
sensation on the human mind ; but the en- 
joyments of retired Innocence, though by 
fax the happiest state to which Our preca- 
rious destiny can attain, require to be s0t 
6ff by all the charms of poetical desdriptittn. 
Changes, hotvever, were frequently . taking 
place in the political balance of Hdveftia; 
but they were effected by conftralct; and not 
by armrs. Exhausted by his restless ambi- 
tion, the bishop' of BAle had no resource 
but that of alienating aportibn of the epis- 
copal domain, and hein consequence seid 

# Fortj-^ight thousand florins^ t StetUer, Stuippf. 

't9 
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to Austria the towo of Lhtie BffleV fiy'a si*. CHiiER 
titUat arrartgeroeiit, th^ Republic of Berne w^v'm 
became pojssessefl of Art3€rg, with its de^^ iS77* 
deflttertitory. Tim iniik)rtatfi afequisiftioii 
gave additional solidity to the • political 
M>tic, but kt the same time loaded tfe^ 
{public with isuch art increase of debt, thatt: 
the pei^le be|gan to indut^ themselves in 
alarming miirnmrs at the measures of go- 
verrittient** ^ v * ' 

Tfhe death 0f the eniper(ir occasioned no isyg. 
material alteration in the pdlitical horizon^ 
^s'he had before-hand seciii-ed the imperial 
dignity to his^ont. The chairattfer of Charles 
^W, hs» been t'^riduslydrftlvn, according' to 
the view» and interests i)f his diflibrent bio* 
^pliers; tboiigh his pardality-formeh of 
tlettJ^rS) and life patronisii^g 6f the university 
of Pjfagife se€?m to have prejudiced the more 
letfl^ten^d in his favour. Tlie ecdesias- 
<icsy> on the > other hand, ^ho$e pride atid 
^tfeiSJjalkHi he vestmibsd ' wi thin proper 

t Wen^latUfitms. crowntd king^f the Roukiatts ia 1374* 
.(Schmidt,! .:,- ,;.:,,.;.,. 

'I r bounds, * 
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CHaT.JH)uii4«» coijnplained loudly of his ^)i9te;ritjiv 
,Itc9|tao|;bB:4eipifd indeie4«itbat m th^,Q4i> 
jii^ustr^^jWiof jvslice be nFet!»4rjgiMfoiiai bul; 

tbat,,^faf jas j^s ouro pfiyale^p^rQst^^ias 
UB^ff^cted, his sentences vtej^ for the hki^ 
pait dictated by a. ipirit $>f.^q\uty 9i«jk 
ypvy cof^iopa io thftt turbul«#t a|(». Up 
i» likewise bUped by mf^ny pf tb^. (44 
Genoan writers, for j^aving ne^e^/eA lUpfi 
ioaperia) doroiQionsin Jts^ly^^^^dsufferfiitbe 
Ve^eti^ns to ipaketbea9selvf^ mooters of ibf 
whole country. between the Adige ftn4itjhp 
Adriatic , Ift tbja accusMieu we 4i«5P W 
tb« char acteiiuti<?(^ of pvttdwpQ. r«tb«ri tbwi 
of pusillanimity,; though D^tiopal y^^nitj 
jfiiuf have, been iodttcjed tt> givs it <i djijfl&?§- 
Wt interpiiet^tion^ , It^ly. m* the ropls, 
upo0 which :tbe .pow^ of Gercaany had 
xjowtantly spJit. ., But.!the:e»t^pin»»g s^ 
p'm cif tbe^ age embraced wl Aout ir«ftec tiot 
fuGfy object, wbi«?b couW orewWirfly kwl 
to military fame; and to balance the dil£- 
culties of an undertaking agaiii^t it'd profia- 
.Ue-adva«tiiges,'WttS'UBiversaily reprobated 
as the token of a meap and sordid inind. 
• - 5 During 
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. PuFiiPg his coatest with Clemcut VL^e)|i^9. 
Qm^ d»pljky^e4 firmnesa. aod wi^dpm m ^^^ 
afkj^^viff^ He insisted tbat th^ 

^(^ sJ^puJLcLin f/j^tMre fof l^f^r to insult ik^ 
G&Niff^iQ fjfftpiire.by C9^i^^ it ^^^ of the 
Iwiff $€(i /and br^n^ing. the^ e^p^^fpr'i? , theip- 

sdv^ tfitij.tl^ignQpi^uDiw title pf^tja^a'^ 
Findi6glli«fr4et0fmifK5d, l^ow^y^ , ty pqi»- 
aisfc in.imjwWgaiiti.claiB^ ^i)s^efi4;<^.C5>\ir^ 
ing »wWbo?>§(ipp«ipg Wi»^lf ^ipg\y49:tf?^ 
fery e^ii*j«»d*ctiv^ ^Wgy?. >e. yqry. pnir 
^«%>ft«»i»a^)i^: ? <iiet at 3yj;^,(ia which 
H^Q pBDUdo J»f l»?WPii V3f reject^ with 

w^sisrflelji^.for thei;g<)Zd^ It wa? 

ftWj^sediby i^ civilian Bartolus^ and 
fe%ugbiVftftvovp^ '^longly of th« mystical 

•/^iir'*' •' -^ud 

^ Jk^^i^bulltSO ollfid froppi ?^5j?ri of gplil ^^pend- 
cd to it, consists of thirty chapters; twenty rthree of whick 
were published at Nureoiber^, and the remaining seven at 
MetzJ*^ It fixes the number of electors, assigns to'' tb^m 
the principal offices of state, arranges the ceremonj of att 
dection, and provides for the administration of the emplr^ 
doriogan inter-regnuni. This famous tnstrtnnent may%t 
Justly regarded as ai^ artful attempt to raise the imperial 

power. 
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CHAP, and j^datitie taste of the age; at'^eLs^er-- 

tainly^ prbdtictive df benefit, b/' giving a 

ihbre stable and regalaF form t6' (^ coniw 

jrler ^ystfem df that iiilrifc^te €6nstittitii^*l 

Thus far the portrait of Gharie$ ap|>^r^ 

in a favourable '{joint of view. Wemu*t 

ijow" examine it in a -different light;— « 

His! pfeirHality toward Bohem4aU^ ihim 

frequently to stfcrifieetbe in«greit&o£ the 

enijll^e to that darling objeict^ off Shis. 4iere- 

ditary affectiion. To the ag^ndii^eni^nt 

of his own family he is Ukewisttittfettiaed'of 

having been addicted, even bejrohd'Whatii 

pardonable in the chief df^ an' telective mow 

jiarchy • But the greatest bldt' m fcs oha* 

racter was an insatiable avidity for w«itl^# 

by which he was tenipted to patronise every 

species of abuse. The imperial authority 

was constantly on the stretch to create ne^ 

piivileges, nierely that he mighft dispose o^ 

pjomr^^attbe e](pei)c^ ofM\hp olber prk^ces of ^ernb^nj; 
HI if.^asuinfia! a toi^e of authority more ccmistent .^;iUi thq 
jDhtTj^ter of i^Q^siatif despot^ than the chief of an elective 
wwa^hjf, .jl^JiMHar^, liisioire de Fra^icois. I. 395. . 

*^;';'|^ ' '♦ Schmidt, VlIIJx, ' ' ' 

them 
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th&n to the higji^ bidder. Under his cor- chap. 
rupt admimstfation, every thing became ^^^ 
venal. Several ci thfe principal cities of 
Germany took advantage of thb mercenary 
spirit, to purchase an exeinption from ftU 
feudal jurisdiction. This gave tis6 to ti^ 
vulgar proverb, " that Charles had plucked 
*> the eagle J^ Vanity; likewise, appears to 
Imve formed a prominent feature in his 
motley character. This passion, in all pro* 
bability, was not without it'^s influence in • 
dictating the Golden iBull ; as many of it's 
most important proviBionB turn wholly ott > 
the arrangement of objects, which to thO' 
eye of reason appear trivial, but which in the 
estimation of German pride then constituted 
the sublimest coiicerns of regal power.— 
Neither can we wonder that a sovereign, 
who after assigning the great offices of state - 
tdthe most eminent of the German princes, 
vainly arrogated to himself a paramount 
supremacy over all the European pot^oi- 
tates, should regard the . regulation of ex<* 
temal ceremony as the most mpipentoul 
of all occupations^ Yet w^s the authority 
of this universal monarch ,sp limited in bit ^ 

own 
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CHAR own country, 'that a part <^his equipage 
sr\^ tr^ at 6ne tkne detained at Worm^ by a 
l^tcher, Whose bill fais attendants had neg- 
lected to discharge* 

To a philosophical observer the period 
before m is one of thie riiost interesting in 
the annals of mankmd* The human genius 
was begiuning to emerge from that intellec- 
tual schaos> into which it had been phingcd 
hgr the united efforts of pedantry and su- 
perstition/ Though the salutary elfects of 
this bappy revolution were less sensibly felt 
among the mountains of Helvetia^ than in 
most 0ther parts of the civilised worlds yet 
it cafnnot be ungrateful to the enUghteoed 
reader, to take a hasty view of the rapid 
progress^ which reason and science weie 
daily makingunder the genial influence of 
un Italian sun. 

it is observable, in all ages, that the fii^t 
step^toward iiterary impnp vementhave been 
attnoimced by the timid essays of the pa»- 
toflal muse, in the southern provinces of 
J^ratice/the. modem bard first tuned his 
sylvan reed. The Italisms were delighted 
witlk these imperfect specimenst; and by 
i-.. attempting 
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att^Mptidg to hifftate^ tobn surpassed theirCH^p^, 
laafttfei^, Keitber can it' be justly damied yj^ 
mSilter (^surprise t^at a people^whos^-lati* 
guage k fadrmony, should in n ^lort period 
huve refifch^d a d€igree of* perfection to 
which the ruder accents of tlie Gallie tongue 
could never attain* 

Diinte, who died in 152]^ notwithstand^ 
the extravagance of his plan and theotH 
«curity of his stile, has sometime fouist out 
into a strain of sublimity, which nosufafie**- 
quent poet pf any nation, Shakspf^ms and 
Milton alone excepted, has evempnlkd. 
We have only to regret^ that bis subjeot is 
not more itaterefrting ; iuid that fr«n tlie 
obscurity of the xiharacters wkich he aekctr 
^ edfiyr Ihe objects of his invective, their 
nam^s and vices would bav« beea long ^iio& 
b«ried inoyiyipn,had theynotbeaa called 
to an iligloiridus invmortalitjr by his indif^ 
aitrtpen. ^ 

The name of Petnarch has been.'soJnttg 
i<dilsacred by theadmirers^ ofelegiac poetry, 
tbtft ho winter can escape the imputatkra 
rflitemty heresy, who sbould attempt te 
pltick away A single sprig ^om his wreathed 
,- brow* 
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CHAR brow. We are ready toacktiowledgeiin their 
i^J^ iVilIest extent, the important obligaticHis, 
which the Italian language owes to hi» re- 
fining jtaste ; we feel the beauty of his num-^ 
bers, and admire the harmony of versifica* 
tion: yet still welaraent^ that a genius 
capable of such sublime productions should 
have wasted, in deploring the cruelty of 
Laura, years which might undoubtedly have 
been more profitably employed. Jn the few. 
instances, in which he has presumed to de- 
viate from this querulous straiil, particularly 
in his animated attack upon the corruptions 
of modern Babylon, he r^sQs iatp a dignity 
of stile, and displays a vigour of concep- 
tion, which prove him capable, of the no- 
blest attainments. Yet while we venture 
an opinion, vhich will probably be censured 
for it's severity, we should be unjust to the 
memory of this celebrated man, were we to 
conceal what is due to his unremitting seal 
for the revival of learning- ,i 

Almost every thing to be adaiired in that 

species of writing, for which La Fontaine 

isj^ justly celebrated, with a long cat^ogue 

of the best theatrical i^oductions 4S-e»&y 

• European 
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European sta^^ are indebted to* the lively cfi ap. 
mventioD and comic geniug of Boecacio for ^^^ 
a fcmisiderable portion of their merit. Nor 
is tills hi^ only praise; for be gav« a 
polish to prose, which no succeeding writer 
has surpassed^ and none except Machiavel 
bag equallod^ 

But while we hail the rising sun with re-> 
iigimis entJbusiasm, we cannotavoid discern- 
iog the multifarious spots which obscure 
his splendid orbw Not even Petrarch him- 
self, elegant as his compositions in general 
arey is exempt from the pedantry of the 
times. Tliis, indeed, is a defect, to which 
the Italian writers have ever been prone: 
and ou^t. therefore to be viewed with 
as induJgent eye. Though after every due 
allowance has been made, it js impossible 
to deny, that his frequent intermixture of 
pagan (or as he might possibly term them, 
of classic) deities, with the mysteries of 
Christianity, occasion a confusion of id^is,' 
which -nothing but the ignorance of the 
age could excuse, and nothing but it's cor- 
rupted taste could admire, 
.vouiiv G The 
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CHAP. Ttie wts i(^ pace with tbe progress of 
^^ lileratufo* Many of the roost useful dis- 
=<?oirenfft» which even now €oatribute to the 
comforts af life, sprang from the inventive 
genius of the fourteenth century. China, 
glMa, ajad paper were manufacture in se«- 
veral towns of I^aly. Notes were employed 
in niusic. Spectacles aild gunpowder may 
be likewise classed among the producticHii 
of thifi creative period. Tliere seems »o 
doubt, that cannon were employed in the 
defence of Algesiiras by the Moo^,' and 
dome'hi$:t6rians even stttribute the victory 
at Cref y to the use of artillery. 

Weticeslaufe, who mounted the imperial 
tiircme at the age of seventeen, found the 
empire, and indeed the whole of Europe, 
divided by the grand spism of the west—* 
Urban VI., a Neapolitan by birth, had 
be^n raised to the papal chair by the Ita^ 
Han cardinals, under the influence of a Ro- 
man mob. In the first moment of triumph, 
upon beholding the holy father once more 
restored to the capital of the Christian 
world, it was universally believed through- 
out 
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out that corrwpt city, that the suffrages of chap- 
Ifee sfetcred dollege bad been guided by the x. 
immfediiate impulse of the Holy Spirit. But 
DO sooner had tbej^ recovered from thi* 
mom«rtfiry delusion, than they discovered 
that this eJeet of heaven was not only sub- 
ject to all the infirmities of our degenerate 
nature, but that he was prone to every ma^ 
iignant passion, which can degrade the cha- 
racter of man. By his ^tvaric^p, cruelty, and 
pride he oflfended those, to whose inconsi* 
derate votes he owed the triple crown.— ^ 

The majbrity of the Cardinals retired to 
Fondi, where they declared the election 
void, under pretence that the turbulent in* ^ 

terference of the populace had operated 
with greater effect upon their minds, than 
the preternatural oimmunication ,of the 
divine will. Having been prevented at 
Rome from exercising the necessary free^ 
dom of sentiment, they now proceeded by 
a more unbiassed choice to elect Robert, 
son of Amadeus count of Geneva; who im- 
mediately assumed the name of Gement, 
and established his court at Avignon,* 

^ Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History^ IIL as6c 

G 2 This 
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CHAP. This, unfortunate seism threw all Europe 
X. into a convulsion, from which it di^d pot 
recover for many years. T^e .^mperoij , : to- 
gether with the kiugp of England^ I|ungary» 
Portugal, Boheniia^ Sweden^ D^in9xKaq4 
Poland^ zs well as most of thejtalian statesi 
adhered with pertinacity to the^see of Epme; 
while France, Spain,^ S^avoy, Scotland, and 
Naples, declared in favour of Clement.—^ 
The animosity with which this ridiGulq^is 
contest was supported, seemed to increase 
in proportion to the insigniJ^cance of the 
objects for whom they were contenjl-' 
ing ; while nothing was omitted by tb€ 
worthless competitors to spread the fl^ine 
of discord qver all the states of Christen.^ 
dom. Saints of ^very nation, and descrip- 
tion were called in, as auxiliaries hy .both 
j)artiest Saint Cadiarine of Sienna, a ce-? 
lebrated personage in the legends of cathor 
licism fought on the side of Urban> yiith 
all the acrimonious virulepce of a polemic ; 
while the adverse faction, in. order to qp^n- 
teract the effects of such high." authority, 
played off their revelations and mimcles 
with unblushing hypocrisy, 

Q Switzerland, 
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• Switzerland, indeed, appears to have chap. 
acted with a degree of prudence uncommon X- 
ih an age, when controversial theology was 
sd much in fttshion. During the whole o£ 
this contemptible strife, her natives preserv- 
ed an unbroken system of neutrality. But 
still the acrimony with which the hostile 
pontiffs combated each other, their im- 
pioftis appeals to Providence*; and the ana- 
tltemas which they reciprocally vomited 
forth, contributed so essentially to lower 
those ideas of infallibility, which bigotry 
had fdr ages attached to the papal charac- 
ter, that we feel ourselves justified in ad- 
verting to a transaction, productive of so 
memorable a revolution in the religious 
o|)inions of mankind. Every event con- 
ducing to diffuse a •spirit of inquiry, was a 
step toward the reformation of those abuses, j 

which had so long been encouraged by the 
court of Rome, as the most productive 
sources of Avealth and powier. 

In pity to our reader- we shall pass over 
in silence those petty quarrels, which oc- 

Mosheim, III. 328. 

G 3 casionally 
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CHAP.casionally troubled thfc harmpfty of ihm 
s^^^ Helvetic confederacy. But a» effort made 
by the count of Kybur^ to render himself 
master of Soleure, appeal's to nierit more 
minute investigation. It basbeen the misfor-' 
tune^ or rather folly of every age^ for priIlc«l^ 
to aim at a stile of nlagnificence too gce^t 
fox their revenues to sapf^ort Every dimi* 
nutive court possessed all the appropriate 
gradations of a royal household. The nc* 
eessary consequence of this childish weak^ 
ness was an exhanated treasury. like 
many of his illustrious cdHipeers the co|int 
"^ of Kyburg h^A sacrificed his moat essential 
interests to this idle vanity. Pressed on every 
lude by impending distress, he formed the 
bold* design of extricating hinaself from all 
his difficulties by one decisive blow. Suc-r 
cess would not only reinstate him in tbos^ 
X , parts of his hereditary dominions, which 
he had been obliged to q^Uenate, but give 
strength and stability to the whole. To the 
imputation of treachery he felt himsdif in^ 
dift'erent, convinced that the brillianQy of 
the acquisition would obliterate the infamy 
pf the enterpriser 

It 
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' It is certain tlmt ^veral of the neighbour- chap. 
iog princes were not only privy to his pro* _^^^ 
ject, but were prepared to declare in hi^ 
fevour the very moment he entered the 
town. Even Leopold himself was not ex- 
empt from suspicion, though no positive 
proof could be adduced. ^ 

The month of November, oft account of 
the length and darkness of it^s nights, was 
selected for the execution of the plot. A 
chosen body pf troops approached the gates 
which a mercenary priest had undertaken 
to open. Having gained admission, they » 

were to secure the magistrates^ and seizef 
the arms. Every thing was prepared. The 
alarm-bell was muffled. The soldiers %vere 
on their march ♦ A peasant, having ob- 
served atroopof hofse advancing cautiously 
toward the city, suspected their design — - 
By a nearer path he hurried |to the gates, 
where be arrived before them, and calling 
to the guard wanied him of the impending • 

danger* The intelligence was immediately 
communicated to the chief magistratCy who 

* Tscliudi, vi, May, II. xxxiv. 

G 4 issued 
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cp A F. issued orders for the alarm to be givea.r-r 
X. The situation of the bell leaving np doubt 
pf g, (Conspiracy i the citizens jyere sum- 
moned to their posts. At this important 
moment^ the enemy appeared before the 
gates; but finding themselves discovered, 
they retired in confusion, venting their re- 
sentn^ent upon the harmless peasantjy for 
their digraceful failure. 

So flagrant a breach of the law pf nations 
pould not fail to excite general indignation 
' throughput the Helvetic state? ; but parti- 
cularly at Berae, which from it s vicinity to 
the territory of Kyburg was most exposed 
to similar outrages- To :suffer the pijence} 
tp pass unrevenged^ was to invite it's re-: 
newal. They resolved, howeyer, to act 
^th with vigour, and with caution; and 
accordingly demanded of Leopold, by an 
extraprdinary embassy, whether they were 
at liberty to proceed to hostilities, without 
infringing the treaty. The duke of Austria 
replied, " that since the count had com- 
ipenced hostilities, be ipust extricate him- 
self as he could*.'' 

* MulJer, II. V. 

No 
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No sooner were the delegates returned chap,, 
yith tliis answer, than the Bemej3 entered 



the territory of Kyburg. Unable to resist 
their impetuosity, the count was speedily 
Deduced to the necessity of supplicating for 
a truce till the ensuing spring, in hopes of 
engaging some of his former allies to take 
part ia the contest. But ^U his sQlicitations 
proved ineffectual; for it is the merited lot 
of unsuccessfMl villaipjr, to be left without 
a friend: Though callous to the reproaches 
of conscience, Kyburg was by no means 
indifferent tp the suggestions of pride: find- 
ipg himself abandoned by a11:m»nkind» he 
gave way to the bitterness of afBiction, and 
died of a broken heart. 

The resentment of the confederates was, isss, 
however, f$r from being satisfied by the 
death of their foe. At the expiration of 
the truce, they renewed the war with in- 
creasing vigo.ur, when several castles fell 
successively a prey to their girms. En- 
couraged by their successes, they prepared 
to strike a more decisive blow, and to open 1384. 
the campaign by the siege of Burgdorf, thei 
usual residence of the Kyburg family. The 

forest- 
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CHAP. forcst-cantODs flew with alacnty to their 
r assistance. To be free, was the first object 
of their existence ; the second was, to de- 
stroy the foes of freedom. Zuric, Zug, qnd 
Claris, also sent their contingents. Even 
the duke of Savoy, though he might have 
been suspected of an hereditary bias fw 
the adverse party, fulfilled his engagements 
with a degree of inte^ity which is^iiot al* 
ways to be met with in the cabinets of 
j^rinces*. 

The combined army amounting to tip-, 
ward of ififteen thousand men, conducted 
the i»ege with so much ardour, that the 
garrison was quickly reduced to capitulate; 

A suspension of arms took place, on con* 
dition that the town should surrender un» 
less relieved within six weeks. During the 
truce, Montford approached with a nu* 
merous and well-appointed cavalry, within 
sight of the allied camp. But finding it 
too strong to be attacked with any hope 
of wiccess, he contented himself with 
throwing supplies into the town, and re^ 

^ Stmnpf, fii* 

tired 
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tired- This, however, was siiffipieat for the c H a P. 
purpoi^ of Bertold, who wanted only a 
plausible excuse for not pomplying with 
the tejrms of the annistice. The allies re* 
mon^tratwJ, but Bertold was inflexible; 
and deluded the place with so much ob« 
stinacy, that they were compeUed to raise 
the mege^, 

Bertold was too prudent to be elated 
wit^ tbb temporary success, and too saga- 
cious not to discover the impossibility of 
long supporting himself against the supe* 
nor force of the idlies. Tii^ people weare 
already exhausted by the burthen* of tho 
war, and terrified ^t the prospect of being 
exposed to a renewal of it's calamities*— 
Witli loud and re|)eated murmurs, they 
oUled for peace; declaring their resolut|<m 
of submitting to any conditions whick 
the fenemy nugbt exact, rather than un^ 
dergo the horrors of a second siege. To 
language like this tl^ere is but one reply; 
land, an opportunity soon offering for an 
Mnicable accommodation, Bertold em* 

# MulTer, vi. 

braced 
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CHAP, braced it with alacrity. All parties being 
. inclined to peace, the treaty was soon 
brought to a conclusion ; and the towns of 
Burgdorf and Thun were ceded in perpe- 
tuity to the republic of Berne, in conside- 
ration of thesum of thirty-seven thousand 
eight hundfed florins^. 

The war was now suspended; but the 
calm' was mornefltary, and jw^eparatory to 
an approaching storm. There is something 
so attractive in the charms of p6wer, that 
it requires no moderate portion oif forbear- 
ance to renounce the pre-mnintencei which 
we have once enjoyed. ' ' 

Notwithstanding the aifected modera*- 
tion of his views, it was impossible for Leo- 
pcrfd to behold with indiflference the pro- 
gressive aggrandisement of the Helvetic 
states. By the retreat of Coticy he was ih 
a great measure extricated from all his dif- 
ficulties. The weak administration of Wen- 
ceslaus left him nothing to apprehend from 

' * This transaction is related with considerable variations 
by Stumpf and Tscliudi, but we have preferred the autho- 
rity of Justingcr and Stettler, as morj satisfactory. 

that 
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that quarter. TJti^ mora^t ^ppeaned fa-rCHAF. 
ywrable % the accomplishment of the , ^ 
gx^nd ptrojectj which he had. li^pg meditate 
^i^jsecret^ but froi» the execution of which 
he,had hitherto beea variously diverted. , 
, s Nf^thejr do the. cpUifederates^ on their 
part, seem to have calculated much upon, 
a permanent peace. Sjfmptoras of jea^lousy 
were coqti<aually breaking out in every part 
of 3witzerland9 but ps^rticul^rly in thet 
foiest-cantons^ a.nd most of all in that of 
Schweitz. The approach of Coucy had 
fer.a whilesuspej^ded ^very hostile fcjeling^ 
Yet no sooner was the tpmgest past, than 
the current again resunied it's woijte4 

Ill e:Very period of hjlstorj, we find the 
Asondud of , Apstria invariable* Nor was 
sha ever known to engage in a league, with-i 
out throwing the whole burthen of the war 
on the shoulders of her allies. During the 
late invasion, Leopold hadBhown himself 
.a perfect adept in this artful system. Se- 
cure within^ the walls of Brissac, he beheld 
the efforts, of the Swiss with admiration, 
their losses with complacenc3\ His con- 
duct 
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€ HAP. duct lifcewbe, during the siege of Burg^ 
^ dorf, was open to suspicion. For thou^ 
he took no decided part in the contest^ he 
allowed his subjects to act in a mamjer 
which was not only an iofringeinent of^x-^ 
isting treaties, l>ut a direct violation of his 
pmi specific promise* ^ So strong indeed 
was the impression excited by this unge- 
nerous duplicity, that nothing but the ex- 
ertions of their leading men could have 
deterred the cantons from an immediate 
declaration* of war. The new and exorbi- 
tant tolls imposed by Austria, to the real 
detriment of Helvetic commerce, proved 
another source of discontent. 

About this time -several of the Gennait 
cities entered into a league for their mutnai 
defence ; not only against those numerous 
bands of banditti, who infested Europe to- 
wards the close of the fourteenth century, 
but against persons of more distinguished 
rank, who had been induced by the confu- 
sion of the times to embrace the same li- 
centious course. Unwilling however to 
admit a principle, so highly degrading 
to their own order, the nobility aflect- 

ed 
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ed to attribute these necessary precau-CriAR 
tions to a different motive; and, accusing x. 
the cities of ^ditiousviews^ announced their 
intention of enforcing by arms their jiwi 
preiogatives*. This general spirit of discon- 
tent contributed not a little to widen the 
breach between the duke of Anstiia and 
the confederates, as both sides flatteried 
themselves^ in the event of a rupture, to be 
supported by a niimerous and powerful 
partyf . 

Having previously concerted measures 
with the court of Wirtemburg^ Leopold de* 
clared himself the head of the ari&tociatic 
leagufe. ^he Swiss, on thdr part, tlK)ught 
it time to provide against (he approaching 
storm, as in the present ferment an imme- 
diate rupture could scarcely be avoided. 
With this view, Berne, Zuric, Soleure, and 
Zug, concluded a defensive alliaiica with 
the united cities of Germany, which to t^ 

* This uitioii gave rise to some celebrated orders of 
knighthood^ particularly to that of the Lions and of ^/; 
George, 

t May, II. xxn. 
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CHAP, ntnnber of fifty-one had formed an assbciar* 
tion for their mutual' security*. 

A confederacy, so repugnant to the am- 
bitious desigi^ of Leopold, could not be 
beheld by him with an eye of indifFeremce. 
But, as an open declaration of hostilities 
against so formidable a body would only 
rivet more closely the links by which it was 
o)nnected, he prudently resblved to combat 
it with othdt weapons ; and for that purpose 
took occasion, in his ^way to Vienna, to 
pay an unexpected visit to Zuric, in hopes 
of being able by artful management t6 se- 
parate that leading state from the general 
confederacy. During his residence there, 
he. received deputies from Schweitz ajad 

* T^e union consisted of the following cities : Menti:, 
Strasbourg, Worms, Spires, Francfort, Hagenau, Weissen- ' 
berg, Wetzlar, Schletstat, Aehenheim, Friburg, Paoer- 
sfaeim, Seltz, Ratisbon, Bftle, Nuremberg, Augsburg, Uh», 
Cbnstance, Etlingen, Beutlii^en^' Rotwal^. Wei!, Uberlin>- 
j^D> Memmingen, Biberach, Ravensburg, Lindau, St. Gal, 
Ketnpten^ Kaufbeuern, Leutkirch, Yfny, Wangen^'Buch- 
lioniy Mundeu^ Hal,Heilbrun, Wimpfen, Nordlingen, Dun- 
kelsbtihel, Rottenberg, Windheim, Wjssenburg, Weins- 
ber|^ Aalefi, Bopfingen^ Geuigcn^ Wyl, Pfulkndorff, and 
^ochauj 'May, II, xxvi. 

• ' , Lucerne, 
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Lucerne, wh^remonstrated in the strongest chap/ 
terms against the burthen of the viek tolls. 
Ever studious to sow the seeds of dissen- 
Mon among them, the duke imagined that, 
a decided partiality toward one pairty, 
might give just cause of suspicion to the* 
test He, accordingly, treated theit appli- 
„ cations in a very different ttianner. To 
the Schweitaers, he behaved with benig-* 
mty and condescension: granting their pe- 
tition, as he himself expressed it, " in conse- 
" quence of his approbation of their coaduct 
^ in not joining the league/' Btit his treat- 
ment of the Lucefners was, haughty and 
severe. No argumfents could avail ; no re- 
dress was to be obtained. 
* Perceiving at length that the Helvetic 
states were too firroly united for his artifi- 
efs to avail, and wishing to secnre himself 
against any sudden movement on the part 
ctf Switzerland, while the Germanic league 
continued in force, he proposed to the eon-* 
federate a perpetual trace. This offer, 
however^ appeared of isp insidious a nature, 
that it was rejected by every canton with 
disdain. 

VOL. II. H M 
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CHAP. At this critical moment, i|ie smallest 
spark would have bee|i sufficient to kindle 
a flame. During the annual fair at >Rap- 
perswjl, a rumour suddenly prevailed that 
adetachmentof Zurickers was advancing ta 
surprise the town. The fpundation of thisi 
report wa3 never dearly ascertained, but 
the effect whiih it produced was instanta^ 
neou8« The townsmen ran tumultuously 
to ardis, exclaimed against the treachery of 
Zuric, and ill-treated every inhabitant of 
that city, who unfortunately fell in their 
way. Many persons of respectability, were 
thus exposed to insult, who had attended 
the fair, as usual, solely from commercial 
motives. Having, obliged thfeir supposed 
enemies to save themselves by flighty they 
sallied forth in search of the hostile troops* 
But none were to be found. This^ hov* 
ever, to them was no proof of innocence: it 
only evinced the vigilance of the foe* To 
such an excess indeed did pre^udiiie pre- 
vail, that this escape was r^ardcd>as asig^ 
ual instance of divine protection, ^nd their 

♦ Stumpf, vi. Stettlcr, iii. 
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tutelary saint was in consequence honoured chap. 
with public thanksgivings. ^^^^^ 

The system of forbearance, which he 
lately pursued, though by no means natural 
to the character of Leopold, was strongly 
enforced by every principle of prudence. 
EKhausted by the burthens of former wars, 
his subjects no longer concealed their dis- 
approbation of hostile measures. Neither 
was the rigorous system, pursued by Austria 
in the administration of her provinces, when 
contrasted with tb^ mild and happy con- 
stitution of republican Helvetia, calculated 
to inspire any violent predilection in favour 
of arbitrary government. 

Perceiving that all remonstrances were 
ineffectual, and that the tolls continued to 
be levied with unabated severity, the Lii- 
camers ran to arms, without wailing for 
die expiration of the truce. Directing their 
march toward Rottenberg, they arrived at 
a moment when the greater part of the in- 
habitants were gone to celebrate a rehgiou* 
£sstival at some distance from die town. 
In a moment the castle was assailed, and 
every vestige of a fortification effaced. It 
. H 2 does 
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CHAP, does not appear, however, that the council 
s<-v^ of state had the smallest intimation of this^ 
violent proceeding, till they were informfed 
of the success of the expedition*. 

Not content with refusing satisfaction 
for this daring outrage, the Lucerners con- 
tinued to brjive the power of Leopold by 
repeated acts of hostility. Predatory in- 
cursions were daily undertaken to the totail 
ruin of the Austrian commerce; while, in 
express contradiction to the late conven- 
tion, tliey admitted the inhabitants of Ent- 
libuch to the rights of burghership. 
J386, JiCopold was now so ftJly occupied with 
the affairs of Germany, that he was unable 
for the present to resent the insult. Yet, 
though deeply engaged in other pursuits, 
he was not inactive to the affairs of Swit^ 
zerland, but endeavoured by the affability 
' of his demeanour, to ingratiate himself with 
the aristocratic party, that he might sub* 
sequently employ it as best suited his pur-r 
pose. At his instigation the confederate 
- nobles, to the number of three hundred, 

♦MuIkr>U.vi. 
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despatched heralds to the united cantons CHAP: 
with declarations of wan These notices ,^^^ 
were delivered in a general assembly, and 
in order that the effect might bemoreiin-' 
pressive the messengers arrived in regnlaf 
soccessipn; so that one defiance was scarce- 
ly received, when another was ready to bcJ 
presented. 

Meanwhile the Austrian governor assem- 
bled a small body of thirteen hundred 
men, as a security against any sudden at- 
tack. — Finding, however, that no attempt 
was made by the enemy, he resolved no 
longer to confine himself to defensive rtiea- 
sures; but having entered into a secret cor- 
respondence with the inhabitants of Mey- 
enberg, he .with their assistance, drew *a 
detachment of the garrison into an aiiibus- 
cade, where the greater part of them were 
cut in pieces. Terrified at this act of trea- 
qhery on the part of their fellow-citizens; 
and not knowing in whom to confide, the 
republican party abandoned the towh, afte^ 
setting it on fire in several places** 

♦ May, 11. xxx?ir« 
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Of J A P. The confederates suffered another fatal 
^*L^ blow, through the negligence likewise of 
Uieir commandenk Having collected a can« 
^iderable force with the profoundest secre* 
cj, Thorberg surprised the town of Reich- 
^see, and murdered every inhabitant with* 
out distinction of age or sex. An action 
so disgraceful to civilized society, instead 
of producing the effect which the Helvetic 
Attila expected, drew upon him the exe- 
cution of mankind ; and gave a character 
of ferocity to the war, which contributed 
not a little to increase it's horrors*. 

No sooner had Leopold accommodated 
all diflferences with the imperial citicfs, than 
he prepared for the invasion of Switzerland^ 
His measures were now too public to leave 
a doubt of his intentions. The Swiss there- 
fore determined to take advantage of the 
\ pioment, and to annoy the eiiemy by pre- 
datory attacks, before any considerable 
fpfce could be collected. During these in- 
cursions, several castles were destroyed, 

* May, II, xxxvik 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



HELVETIC ItSFPBLICS. JOS 

9toA many towns and villages sacked. Na chap. 
difficulties impeded. the progress of the 
cohfeiderates, no danger appdlled their 
courage. Nothing appeared to them too 
acdooos for valour to accomplish; and ihe 
presentiment of succe» aldiost invariaUy 
ensured it's attainmeiiL 

But in the midst of this lirilliant career 
thej were alarmed bj the inteUigence^ that 
Leopold was advancing at die head of a 
migh^ force. No period in the annals of 
Switzerland bad been pregnant with greater 
danger. An alarming change had taken 
plac^ in her general polttic8% Ihcttgnstiv^ 
improvement had^ as usual, beeft aocoarp» 
nied with (proportional corruption; and^in 
spite of all the lavish encomiums of njettaooai 
pr^udice^ it requides littile peaetratii^ to 
discover in the conduct of tiiediffeitent cant 
tons that interested spirit of calcuIaticftH 
which forms so essential a feature in tha 
HdvetiiJ character. Thon^ w|»«rtiedijr 
admonu^bed to join the national stanc^ard^ 
Berne had hitherto ncgleeted to obey tha 

summons, 
H4 
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CHAP, summons, tmder pretence that the trace 
^^ was not yet expir^*. 

Let us be just in the inferences, which 
we draw. The unshaken magnaninutjr dm^ 
pktyed by the- Swiss in 4he hour of peril 
must command the admiration of posterity, 
so long as an asylum is left for civil liberty 
upon eirth* But while we sympathise with 
thein ia their struggles for independence, we 
cannoi rfrat our eyes to those defects w;hich 
tarnish their virtues, and occasionally de* 
grade their heroic valour. Her absence 
from the battle of Sempach is. an indelible 
blot in the. annals of Berne; it is a stain 
which national vanity may attempt to con* 
ceal, but which no powers of rhetoric can 
palliate. 

• Having assembled his forces^t Baden^ 
}je<^x>ld; proposed the following p}an> in 
which he displayed the talents of an expcr 
lienc^ general. A strong cdktron, und» 
ihe command of John de Bonstetten, ;w*8 
ordered to occuj^ the important position 
p£ Brack p where, secure from the possibii^ 



* May, II. vfLViiu 
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Ihy of an attack, it might blockade thcC»'ALi»; 
city of Zuric, and prevent the gairison from ^^^i^ 
inarching to the aid of the confedeiutes. 
Two strong detachments were destined to 
cover Rapperswyl and Kyberg^ which were 
most exposed to danger; while another co- 
lumn was posted to inteiscept aU commu^ 
nication with Berne and Solenre ^« Mean* 
while^ at the head 4)f a num^ons cavalry^ 
he was himself to advance against Sem^ 
pach and Rottenbetg, and after reducing , 
those towns, to lay siege to Lucerne, which 
was regarded as the key to the forestrcan^ 
tons. 

Zuric having been hitherto the principal 
object, ag^nst which the vengeance of Ausr 
tria was directed, the first idea of the con- 
federates was to concentrate their forces in 
the vicinity of that city, as the most pro- 
bable point of attack. But no sooner 
were they infbcmcjd of th* eheiny's move- 
nients, than they penetrated, his real design^ 
ftnd immediately changed their plan of de- I 

fence. Having in Consequence drawn 
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CHAT, away the greater part of the garriaott from 
1,.^-vw Zuric, they fletr -with alacrity to meet the 
AustriaDi under the walls of Seiqpach. 

From the inaccuracy of the G^rmati 
writers, w6 are feft in our usual state of sus^^ 
penn with respect to the f^rce. of the 
aristocratic army *^* Nothing however caa 
be clearer,, than that it was gready supmor, 
both in number and disciplinee to tiie Swiss^ 
and that it consisted chiefly of cavalry. 

It was on the ninth of July,vthat Leopold 
appeared before S^npach f. The harvest 
was nearly ripe : and the duke in order to 
distress the Swiss, while he procured sup* 
plies for his owti troops, employed bis in- 
fantry in catting the corn $. His cavalry at 
the samfe tinie approached to the veiy gates 
of the town, aad with iosuhing mockery 

* According to May, the column commanded by th^ 
duke in person, consisted of 4000 fiorse and fiOOO foot. 
The whole fpttre amomited to neisu-ly £*>00() men. 
: t This e^LjiddUbn is ciifcttflntsitti^ty de^iOikl by Pklc^ 
hciteer; Be Belto Hdvetioo. de Roo^ JlHU Autri. iv« and 
by afanost all the Swiss historians. 

:{: The army are said to have been attended by a waggon 
laden with halters, which were to be employed in hanging 
tte inhabitaifts of Sempacki* ^ide May. 

commanded 
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commanded the burghers, who Appeared cu a p. 
upon the wal]s, to carry a breakfast to the ,J^ 
reapers. " Our friends are bringing it/' 
fepli^ the citizens, with a resolution pre- 
dictive of the fatal issue* 

Scarcely was this answer given, when 
the Helvetic banners were displayed on 
the adjacent heights. The troops, which 
hftd been hitherto concealed behind a 
wood, moved firmly forward, undismayed 
by the superiority of the foe. 

Leopold has been represented, by the 
partial pesk of flattery, as a prince distin* 
guised for military skill ; and such, indeed, 
he appears to have been from the general 
plan of the campaign. Yet his conduct in 
the field, upon this memorable occasion, 
betrays rather the blind presumption of ig- 
norance than the circumspection of a mind 
improved by the study of war. It is well 
known that, in those dayi^ the strength oi 
an army consist^ almost entirely in ^ca* 
valry. The men at arms were irresistible, 
when the nature of the country permitted 
them to act in a compact body. Yet ap* 
parently without a cause did he forego 

every 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 HISTORY OP THE 

CHAP, every advantage to be derived from a nu- 
v.^^ merous horse, by ordering them to dis- 
momit, and to receive on foot the shock of 
tlie Helvetic infantry, which according to 
the best authorities amounted to little more 
than two thousand men ♦. Four hundred 
of these were furnished by the canton of 
Lucerne, and three hundred each by Uri, 
Schweitz, and Unterwalden. To these, 
may be added some companies of volun- 
teers from Zug, Claris, and Entlibuch, 
who joined the confederates upon their 
march* Of this small body, few had any 
defensive weapons; whereas the enemy 
were cased in iron, and condensed in a firm 
•and solid phalanx. 

' * Some writers pretend, that Leopold was iDchiced to 

commit this fatal error from a romantic idea of glory. Confi'* 
dent of success^ he thought his triumph would be imper- 
fect, if he owed it to the superiority of his arms. This is 
otcnsing one foult, by charging him with another equally re- 
prehensible* Besides, the same spirit of enthusiastic folly 
would have prevented bim from marching against the Swiss 
it the head of an army more numerous than theirs* We 
are readj to make every allowance for the characteristic 
weaknesses of the age ; but an act like diis would exceed 
the bounds .of human imbecility .r 

There 
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There is something so singularly impoli- CH ap, 
tic in the whole order of battle which Leo- ,J^ 
pold adopted, that were it not attested on 
the faith of the most respectable authors, 
we should scarcely regard it as within the. 
compass of human error. After having 
thrown awq.y the incalculable advantage 
arising from the superior skill of hia* ca- 
valry, which was composed of the flower of 
the Austrian troops, with an army three., 
times more numerous than that of his ad- 
versaries, he waited patiently for the attack, 
and by his apparent irresolution gave con- 
fidence to the foe. " The Austrians/' S2^d 
the Swiss as they advanced to the charge, 
** have repeatedly tried our strength, and 
" dread the havock of our halberds." This 
suggestion banished every idea of fear. 
Their countenance was firm ; their marcl^ 
vas rapid. Struck with amazement at so 
unexpected a sight, the most prudent of the 
Austrian leaders advised the duke to post- 
pone a decisive engagement, till he should 
be joined by the detachment under Bon- 
st^tten. In those days, however, prudence 
was not the. lot of princes. They disdained 

5 the 
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CHAP, the lessons of experience : even the defeat 
of Morgarten was forgotten. Besides, this 
sage advice was derided by the young no- 
bility, who scorned to excel their prince in 
jtidgment, and were fully persuaded that 
the hour was now arrived, when Heaven 
bad resigned a rebeDious nation to it's long- 
merited chastisement. 

There were not however wanting men, 
who looked forward with apprehension to 
the issue of the combat. John of Hasen- 
burg, an experienced warrior, who had fre- 
quently witnessed the prodigies of Helvetic 
valor, after fruitlessly urging the expe* 
dicncy of declining a battle till joined 
by tlie other detachments, endeavoured 
in vain to persuade the duk6 to retire 
to a plate of safety. A young nobleman, 
who was present, observed witli a sarcastic 
smile ; " It was not surprising, that Hasen- 
burg * should have a hare's heart. '^ 

The signal was at length given. The 
cohfederates, as was usual with them in 
similar situations, having recommended 

* Hasen in Gerroan signifies ' a hare/ 

their 
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their cause to the God of justice^ rushed chap. 
impetuously to the charge*, while the foe, , ^ 
with protracted spears waited the shock. 
So long as the hostile line remained entire, no 
hope was left of victory. To penetrate this, 
was the: great object of their endeavours ; 
and in repeated, but ineffectual efibrts, 
much blood was spilt. Sixty of their bravest 
warriors had already fallen, and the Aus- 
trian phalanx stood unbroken. 

In this exigency Anthbny de Porte, a Mi- 
laoese by birth, but who had i>een induced 
by the love of liberty to settle in the vale 
of Uri, cried out to his countrymen ; 
^ Strike the spears of the enenay with all 
" your might : they are hollow, and will be 
" easily broken.'' By his own example, he 
encouraged them to the attack. The sluil>* 
tered spears however were instantly re^ 

* According to May, proclatnatioti was made at die 
^ead of each company^ that every saldiery. mhajelt him^ 
$elf unequal to contend against four of the tnemf, had 
leave to retire. He further adds, that three hundred .men 
availed themselves of the permission, and retreated to the 
adjacent woods, where recovering from their panic they 
eoutributed essentially to the ensuing victoij. IL sxxviiL 

• , placedt 
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CHAP- placed, and the bero himsdf fell a victim 
^^^^ to his noble ardor. 

But there wasa man in the ranks of Hel- 
retia, who was destined to sliow what hu- 
man fortitude can achieve, when animated 
with the pure spirit of patriotism, and un- 
• restrained by the dread of death. Arnold 
of Wirikelried, a knight of Unterwalden, 
had been distinguished by a contempt of 
danger from his earliest youth. In the 
classic pages of Rome, he had contemplated 
with enthusiasm the magnanimity of her 
• earlier chiefs. The example of the Fabii 
was continually before his eyes. A fate, 
like their's, was in his estimation the noblest 
V meed of valour. The moment was now 

i arrived, when an opportunity was afforded 

^ / him of reaUsing all his romantic notions of 

virtue. He stood in the situation of the 
admired Roman, and could ensure the in- 
dependence of Helvetia by the sacrifice 
of kn individual life. He beheld -himself, 
with anticipated rapture, the chosen theme 
of the recording muse. " To my country 
I recommend my children/' exclaimed the 
enthusiastic hero, ** they will soon bayje no 
.i father 
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fkther to protect, them r Then grasping c^i a p. 
the qoncentr^te4 spears of tfi^ enemy iiji .^^^^ 
both hi? arm^ ho rushed un^^un^ed upion 
their points, and crying to his astonished 
countrymen " »he banks are beoren r> 
expiretd. ; - 

This 9,ction was decisive. The Swii^f 
pressed forward in a compact calunin) and 
having penetrated the iron wall made a - 
dreadful slaughter among the knight?^ 
whose heavy armour and long, spears wer§ 
little calculated for close fight* A write? 
of reputation, io describing this nE^emorablQ 
engagement, expresses himsdif in the fol^ 
lowing words ; *^ The heads of many of the 
*^ Austrian nobles were cleft a?unde^ j 
" otliers were knocked down with b^vy 
'^ clubs, whil^numbersy sinking u^der \\^ 
'^ weight of their armour, and the hisftfc ^ 
*' tlie day, were unable to xm agaia// : 

In this state of desperatioto, vieu, §v^y 
thing was given up for lost, th^ gi^ner^ at- 
tentioii was directed to the s^ifety of Leo- 
pold. In vain did bis surviving friends T^. 
present to him the necessity of quittipg th^ 

VOL- II. I field. 
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<5hap. fielcf. He rejected their entreaties with 
disdain. " I should deem myself unwor* 
*^ thy" replied he with nobte enthusiasm, 
*' to have led such gallant men to battle, 
** could I resolve to separate my fate from 
" their's/' With these words, he rushed 
inito the thickest of the fight, where he 
shortly met his fate. 

Convinced that the fortune of the day 
was irretrievable, the count of Zollern who 
commanded the reserve, betook himself to 
flight. From that moment the disorder be- 
came universal. Personal security was the . 
only object of consideration : even the very 
grooms and pages, who had been entrusted 
by the knights with the care of their horses, 
regardless of their masters' safety, rode oS 
in the general confusion. So that, in all 
{>robability, the whole army would have 
been cut in pieces, had not the victors been 
restrained by the love of plunder from con- 
tinuing the pursuit. 

Notwithstanding their propensity to a 
passion, so frequently fatal to the glory of 
Helvetia, fifteen standards fell into the 

hands 
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hands of the conquerors, whose loss waStiHAi*. 
comparatively small *. In the catalogue ^^^ 
of the slain we find the names of Petermail 
of Goldeltingen, avoyer of Lucerne ; Con- 
rad, landamman of Uri ; Siegrist of Tissei^ 
bach, of Unterwalden, and Arnold of Win^- 
keiried. Various are the exploits ascribed 
by the ancient writers to these heroes, j6£ 
which we still read with pleasure ia 
the popular ballads of Switzerland. ' Am 
anecdote, however, is recorded of Goldel- 
tingen, which merits particular attention. 
As he lay expiring of his wounds, a friend 
ran to his assistance, and finding him in the 
agonies of death, inquired with tendet soli- 
citude if he had any family-arrangements 
to make while he yet was in a situation to 
do iti ■ " Tell my countrymen,"' replied 
the dying hero, " that Goldeltingen with 
" his latest breath conjures them never to 
" continue an avoyer in office for a longer 
" term than one year. It is the advice of 

* Authors^ as umvA, differ; «oine preteadiog tlwit it 
amoonted to less than 200 iheo ; others, with greater ap- , 
pearance of accuracy, estimating it mote than double that 

number* 

Is ^* a maor 
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GHA]^. *^ :» mart, who loves, hh eountrjr, and' wh6 
^^^^^ AVfells eontentcdja haying discharged his 

-.,iQn tbeside of Austria about two thou- 
^Bfd perished; among whom were many, 
fhsscended from, die most illustrious fami- 
KeS in Germiany, The day after the battle, 
the, body of Leopold was discovered amidst 
heaps of carcases, and was buried with 
e^ery. honourable distinction at Konigs- 
Ifelden,, togetlier with twenty*-six of his 
principal officers. The remainder were 
thrown promiscuously into a common 
grave, with the dead of the victorious party, 
and a chapel was afterwards erected upon 
the spot, as a lasting monument of Helvetic 
virtue. 

This was indeed a severe blow to the 
vanqwshed, and raised to an extraordinary 
height the reputation of the republican 
arms. Yet notwithstanding their recent 
defieajt, the partisans of Austria were too 
severely wounded, to sit down contented 
with their loss. 

* Miiller, IL vi. 
• Leopold 
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Leopold left four sons j WilBain, IJS^QiiAiO 
pold, Ernesti ^rid Frederkj^ii^Afitefp <;1^ ^Jl^ 
deatli.'of dieir ^ti^ier^ a ^hatt ttrtttw nur^^* 
concluded, t^at it was ko^t^anet expiredi 
than the etda^t of ' these ^piiiki^ ^'^h c(te< 
d^a<^ted t6f Baden by hii mtcU^ Albert, aaadt 
presented ^^ a Jeftder Worthy ct^*«diiittiaiKd'r 
them, to a nuna^ous asSigmbl[J^ qfitl>e^fl<^i 
bles*. A desultory wa^ was iramediatdyt 
commenced agaimt the'^ootifededdtes, »ndt 
canducted: for sspme^ miaitlis ^tfc vioiioEai' 
success. Animated by the presence, andj 
encouraged by tbe promkes^ of Aibert; tHey 
began *a recowr . their €b»£ddicrica. Oh^y 
Snms, «ai their side^ omitted .no )necE)ssaryt 
prtH3iution, whidi prudential cotraselconJiJ/: 
dictajte, to secure the fruits xrf ih'eir iYttfrr 
tory.- ■ • ^.' . . : ".: ■'. <■ .'u\ 

The feonduct of Berne, 'dumng tiaeJatef) 
nfcm<>i^tikj Stfaiggte,' war defended -b^ beui 
leading fi?ifen,:^Hft ttie icypctious piea xbf odowi 
cessity. The exhausted state of lilieipub^t 
lie treasury would in most situations have 
been a satisfaotbry excusfe Tor pacific mea-* . 

* May, V. II. sect. ^9. .. • r 

1 3 sures. 
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OUAP.Awrp*. IB^ajt this w?i& no cpmirtoti conteBtj 
X. no trivial .dispute about the boun<iaries of 
a province, or thajegulationof a toll. The 
ijidepemdence ;ofv Helvetia was at' stake, 
Yet notwithstanjiing. this apparent iKorpor, 
the ^senate wa^ neither inattentive i to the 
rbal interests, of their couRti^yi n<w iculpably 
remiss, in ipre|)aring for war.v 0n the conr 
tWLiry,thej!:weie in readiness to take \ki^ 
field on. the shortest Jbptioej if tempted-hy 
die>pi:osp[ect of an adequate; remuneraT 
tion; • ' ^- ■' •>; ^''-' / i/* ' . ' 

/ The occaiion was jnot long wanting. Enr> 
pouraged by' the iftatteiiog promises of Aus? 
tria, the . countess t of Yallandi^ broke her, 
alllanc6 .with Berne; :refii&ing the; repay-? 
meait of a tonsiderable sfeum,. which had 
been advanced to her in a moment of 
distress./ -This ilagrant breach of c0p- 
moA ^^birittsty rtnising/. thei angeK ^:.»ke scr: 
nate,'they>senta; body of tnoope to ?av9ge 
heritenaitorp^.Wj;^' ',. ..u./. •,..! , . ■' 

* In a short time tjiey razed the cattle pf Hasenburg, 
|)umed the town oiF W illifiau^ and took Thorberg and Kop- 
pingen^ both places of strength^ belonging to the count o( 
\fhorberg. . ' , ii . ' 

'i'L ■■ I |\)r 
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For some time Friburg had been secretly c hap. 
preparing to revenge the losses, which she x* 
had siEstained since the commencemeht of 
the wan With this view a considerable 
force was assembled, coinposed intirely of 
merc^iary troops; which was destined,if pos- 
sible, by one bold effort to get possession of 
Berne. Without interruption they arrived 
at the foot of the walls, and were about to 
apply their scalingrlftddcrs, when they re- 
ceived a volley df missile weapons, which 
compelled them to retire with precipitation. 
In reftim for this perfidious attempt, the 
;)Berners made predatory incursions upoti va- 
rious parts of the eriemy « domain. The casr 
ties of Dachsfeld, Ca3tel, Maggeiiberg; and 
Sboneufels, werersuqaessively taken andde- 
stroyed. The toi^q qf Unterseen, a. feud 
of the houisse of Bygndis^ yielded likewise to 
their triumphwt aifin?* ^nd wan spared only 
oa condition that i the inhabitants should 
swear allegiance to the victoEiquis republic^ 
aud . do hoin?t^ iP) t§ke» ' o^: ih^ir ; subject 
tion. Pl^fFey also, with the upper part of 
the vale of Sibe8,it preferred the mild juris- 
diction of Berne to the Vigorous govern- 
14 ment 
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CHAP, nient of William of Diidingen, their former 
X. lord. 

At the recommencement of bcMilitfces, 
all the strength of the confederates .was di- 
routed to the overthrow of those imprudeDt 
baronsy who had prematurely declared in 
favour of Aiistria: and thoy "so i^ suc- 
ceeded in the undertaking, thftt several 
castles * were levelled with thfe gt'ooiid be?^ 
fore the aUies vrere in a condition to t^be 
the field* In the n^idst of these sucdeisful 
enterprises, ^n ^vtemt todk plabe' which 
tmtisferred the seat of {WKt ti^ a diflbKnt 
quarter.: The town of Weseii, in the Ofas-^ 
ter^ had been long an object of jealousy to 
Glaris, It's con tighous siiuaiion Iros par- 
tidularjy fkvAttrable for any desultkwy at- 
tack on the part of Austria ; as »during thfe 
severity of Winter the Glarftie^^ wene cat off 
from all comffiunicati6fl with their *.llres, 
ind even ill the summ^r-^mbntlte might te 
. ccmsidevably annoyed^ btfo»e they could 
wceiveany^fiectualmiceout; the fliartial 
'. i '•'■'/' - '•' ' ■'.'"•• •■ ' 

aadM^rsburgloritbeZiuFiclters. • 

' - ' youth, 
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youthy kt tbftt sieasoa of the yfear^ being chap* 
Hsually engaged <m the highfer tnotmtakie^ 
iti the CKJOipationfe c)f a ]^ toml life* f^iblM 
want of proper attention the ganiMfn of 
Weseli ted been IdBt in so defencele^ ^ 
state, tiiat the Glatners were struck rntil^ 
^ possibaiity . of rendering tlieinsel^es 
mastbrs of the ^ town, before an AeirtJian 
aimy could inarch to it% neli^fl No Sooner 
was the project formed^ ttoait «fte*fien^g«e«i 
were dispatcfeeti to coMinftnlcate it to tl^t 
allies, and to c^mcert proper meaSttt* for 
it'^^xectiti^. ^Th^^ldt^^a) wftg embrsK^d 
with ^d^t "eat^usisism ^i^ di^lttgnished' 
the character of the S^i^ ait thiis ^le^i^Mid 
peiTO<i of thdr:hisrtK>r^v -Aft «f twsanftrft ift- 
sembJed near Wa»llejftstadt j 'i^nd' a«h%rtifted 
against ^eisefi, mrhidk t(tfts wtaated at <tli&* 
northern extfemity of <3iat iK)te^ant4fe teke^ 
The suburbs fextiewded to the very '»urtfobfe 
of tllfe 'f^atet) «nd Xv<^e' **ftft ettfiittejr »6f 
wood; which. Oft lacccwnt «f it^s abtttod*-. 
ance, even in these ddys of -iCjfchit0e*iH?»l 
improverafint, as ^^nfosrt, ^eiSxfehisitely em- 
ployed in the mountainous parts of Swit- 
zerland* Qn thdr «rtiVafl beferC the town, 

the 
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CHAP.ihe confederates threatened to set fire to 
the suburbs, unless the gates were imme-r 
diately opened ; and actually disembarked 
a large ; quantity of combustibles, which 
they had brought with them for that pur- 
pose. - This was a species of warfare, for 
which the citizens were unprepared, and 
against which no eflforts could avail. They 
in consequence requested a parley, and 
were allowed to capitulate upon honmir- 
able terms. The principal articles were, 
that they should thenceforth renounce their 
allegiance to the house of Austria, acknow- 
ledge themselves subject to the cantons of 
Zuric, Uri, Scbweitz, and Claris, and re- 
ceive «t garrison in tc4ien df submission*. 
It would be a waste of time circumstan- 
tially to enumerate all the enterprises ^f 
a similar nature, in which the 6onfede* 
rates successively engaged ; and which 
usually terminated in the reduction of an 
insulated fortress, or in the defeat of a de- 
tached party. : 

Hitherto we have found ample cause to 

* .T«:htidi, Ql9rDer9hronick.l 

• mention 
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mention their moderation and humanity in chap. 
terms of applause. The task of the histo* ^^^ 
riaa would be irksome indeed, were it not 
relieved at intervals by acts of clemency* 
Prosperity is the i^ane of virtue. 
Even in the history of Switzerland, a 
country separated by the partiality of n^r 
ture from the corruption of polished man* * 
Ders, we already discover many melancholy 
symptoms of this degradation : neither is it 
without ineffable concern, that we behold 
it's natives hurried away by the current of 
fortune ; ^nd after the conquest of Aristaw, 
a strong place upon the Reuss, in all th^ 
wantonness of cruelty hurling the defence- 
less garrison from the walls *. An action 
like this might be expected from the sa- 
vage ferocity of a Cossack; bjut it is a 
stain, ^vhich we could wish to e^ace from 
Jhe annals of liberty. . ... 

♦.StMIJlfif. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Wesen surprised'''"'Battle of Ncefels — Siege 
, of 'Rapperswyl— Truce with Austria — 
. General View of the Canfederact/. 

CHAP. T^HE Tapid progress, which the confede- 
<^^v^ - rates were daily making, diflfiised so 
1387- general an alarni^ thiit the Atxstiian party 
was ^nthout 'd;iffi<^ky indw^ed by the 
pbwe^fi*! mediation of the imperial citises 
to agree to '^ trace 4uritig the ensuing 
year* But while the minds of men were 
oonvnteed by ^ch violent passions, it was 
easier to regulate the <rpnditioiis of an ar- 
mistice, than to insure their observance. 
On the part of Ausftria, indeed, no inclina- 
tion toward peace could be discovered. 
The negociation from the beginning was 
fallacious, and the conditions were ob- 
served with so little fidelity, that this treaty 
-'/' 5 is 
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is stigmatised by the Swiss historians wUh^^;^?- 
the appellation of the faithless truce *. . sr^V 

The heart of man is a compound of ivt- 

consistencies ; and he, who attempts to 

judge it according to any regular theory, 

will frequently fail in his calqUlatifo^Si it 

was natural indeed to suppose, that the ci* 

tizens of Wesen would prefix the eqwtftbte 

jurisdiction of the confederates to tbftjt, ri^ 

gOTous system of government which had 

been invariably practised by the dcr 

scendents of Rodolphus. Yet we find 

the contrary to have been true^ A is^lt 

of animosity always prevails mth tjhe 

greatest virulence between those. w.ho^ h»ve 

the greatest interest in living togetibuer ,^p<wi 

terms of amity. Thus, in private life, rae» 

acknowledge with reluctance the. super 

riority of those whom they have loisig re- * 

garded as their equals ; though they kHxvr 

with submissive reverence to hereditary 

rank, even when unaccompanied by 9.iay 

pf those splendid attainments, which £m^ 

alone confer real dignity. Far be ij; fjow ^ 



Mailer^ 11. vi. 
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CHAP, to undertake to justify such conduct on 
* principles of reason; for that is a test, 
which the actions of men will rarely bean 
Convinced of the inefficaCy of open re** 
sistance the Austrian faction, which com- 
prehended a greiit majority of the inhabi- 
tants of W^sen> had recourse to treachery, 
that constant resource of timid minds. The 
governor of Windeck, and many others of 
their adherents, being sounded upon the 
occasion, professed themselves ready to un- 
dertake any enterprise, however desperate, 
for the re-establishment of their former go- 
vernment, provided they might rely on the 
protection of the duke. To this flattering 
^fibr, an answer was returned, commend- 
ing their loyalty in the warmest terms, and 
exhorting them to persevere *. 

Though repeatedly warned that troops 
iw'ere collecting near the hostile frontier, 
the Glarners beheld the armament with an 
eye of indifference; unconscious that they 
were themselves the objects, against whom 
k Wa^ destined to act. Meanwhile the 

* Glaocrchronick* 
< disaffected 
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disaffected party continued their prepara-CHAP^ 
tions with indefktigable zeal. Austrian v^rv^ 
soldiers were introduced into the town un- 
der various disguises. The vigilance of 
the magistrates was at length alarmed. 
Conrad of Au, a citizen of Uri, who at that 
time commanded the garrison, appHed for 
a reinforcement; while by the prudende of 
his conduct, and the popularity of his 
manners, he endeavoured to confirm the ci- 
tizens in theit allegiance. Though by no 
means satisfied that his apprehensions were 
well-founded, the Glarners complied with 
hi$ wishes. Conrad, now thinking himself 
secure, called together the inhabitants, and 
acquainted them, that the Austrian forces 
were assembling with hostile intentions in 
the neigtibourhood. His further added that, 
in consequence of this information, he had 
deemed it prudent to augment the guard 
atev^ry gate; and concluded by recom- 
wehding to them the most active vigilance, 
that they might be ready to fly to the^ de- 
fence of their walls, upon the slightest indi- 
<^tion of danger; assuring them, that foe 
^is own part he ^tertained no apprehen- 

^ sionsy 
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cjlAP. fiions, asi a large body of confederates was 

. XL actually marchmg to his aid. 

This communication produced very dif^ 
ferent sensations on the minds of the audi- 
tors. The common people, ignorant of the 
conspiracy, were terrified at the approach 
of the enemy, and added greatly to the ge-i 
neral confusion, by the nieans which they, 
employed to prevent it. The male-con- 
tents, on the contrary, were delighted with 
the confidence of the commander; flatter- 
ing themselves, that they should experience 
little difficulty in circumventiurg^ a man, 
who appeared to be lulled in sudi' pre- 
sumptuous security. They felt likewise 
that, in case the expected reinforcemeriSt 
should by any accident be delayed, the 
impoiftant blow would be struck before it's 
arrival. 

In this critical situation things remained 
till the twenty-third of J'ebruary, the night 
appointed for the attack. So well had the 
<ronsJ>irators concerted their measures, that 
upwards of four thousand men had been as- 
sembled in the vicinity of the city. Tbesig- 
inalw'a^ given, the sentinds wtre gprpfised, 
> the 
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^tesiwere opened^ and tbe ha:iilgc»it«fereCH\p:^ 
loweredwh No sooner »wei:e Use tr6ops ad- 
mitted^ 4han they . pxjceeded ^ in small - bo- 
dieis to the houses of the principal ma* 
g^strates; several o£ whom, together with 
tbepommander^ weref butchered in theii; 
sleep*;: OjUiers wbd tiMtosplvfis, ffomrthe 
sword ofi^assassiirittieo, t)y,;€5papi«igpr^i- 
pitately over ther waUs^and tr»v€«5sing.tbe 
lake 'in ^udi vessels as chanoe b3upj>IiiBd. 
At thpir atrival on the oppQsite('$hpreiith^y 
i»et a . tietachmieint of. .their* cQutittryiBwm 
vki wejse marching, toitte defctoise cjf .We- 
aeo. i.Fijiditig, however^ tbatotheirj&rther 
progress could be atteaded withi,«Q^ ady«M*T 
tage, since they were. too weak^ltOr^ajtitewpt 
tie recovery of the'town^ they; iJ«i5i rod itp 
their own frontier; where l^^j^i strongly 
eatrenched, they confined .tbeiaabfelNes; tQ 
defensive operations; wat^lwtig :tf% ffW" 
tidns of the enemy with attetrf:ioft,ffti*d re- 
solved to dispute every inch of g*)u«d* 
should they attempt to farcer jps^aftge.ii* to 
the vale of Glarisf • .. . ' • . . ' 

. ■ _ , ■ ■ c ..- i ■ . ' 

* M«ller, II. vi. f ^^aJ•^ ^i;)]i^^r i . 

TOL. II* , K Alarmed 
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CH A p. Aianqed at the danger which sorrouaded 
tkem, ttiey adopted every precau)fcioii to 
guard ^a^inst a surprise* Messengeib were 
dei^atiched to the dtffesmt' cantons^ iai* 
ploring immedifite aflsirtance ; and tm&p^ 
ki consequence^ poui^d in from every <iuar« 
ter : But, notwithstandiBg these reinforce* 
meiit9f It ^.ppeaned to tliem judick^s to 
spply to the eamsay for peace. 

Dcfputieir weie aecordin^y tent to the 
eoi]nteofTk>fl^a(|^atid Werdenburg, witb 
propo$9l0 for a treaty. But tliey were re- 
ceived with disdain, and dtsmissed with 
(Conditions too degmding for a high-minded 
people tO'accept For such is the ibUj <tf 
niail, that he freqtaebtly throws away tke 
most faiPoujraUe combination of cireum- 
i^tonces, ittet^y because pride induces bki 
to eoiii^dMr '^rbearance as a. tacit confess 
sioii of inferiority. 

~ ' No2|?hjfigi sh<^ft of absolute subnisBioQ 
ir<>uM satisfy the foe. " Let the Gkmier* 
^^renoiteoief. their alliance with the ccwifede- 
" rates : let them acknt^wledge themsebe^ 
"the vassals of Austria, and in token of 
^ submission' lay their charters at the feet 
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**ofdicir lawful sovereign : let them payeHAPt 
« ther atredi^ of tasre* which ate due, and ,j^^ 
** itt^ksttitilify tbe allies for the expenses of 
^*^ war : :tel thetn give hostages for tbdt 
" future allegiance, and we will in iaercf 
•^^ftiwerit tfespat^ their lived" Such was 
Thorbesrg^B iMblent reply tis thevt humble 
su^pdiicaticfns*. 

Nbsooti^t^riBilshes&ejtxxrbitant^eknftnd^ 
rnnAe public^ thah indignation tuceeed^d 
tb terror. S]^ptoms of despondency weiti 
nd longer visible. Th^y had tasted the 
eh/imki <*( Mtodtirtti and were preparied to 
die, tftther thian bend thfeir heckd witfi vo- 
luiftaa'y bai^ieto *o an ighomiflid^'yoke 
DesitouS, however, of pr^sHv^mg tiiat atbi- 
ttbie character df moderdlkHi w^iidh had 
hitherto di^in^irished thfei* ^6t>hdt(* j thi^y 
pttltished a manifesto^ AquIbM^ tb6i»-r^^ 
diness to admit all the claims of the abb^M 
ofiStckingen, a^jcordingt^ 'the. ftilt extent 
of feudal idifepeiidenby: t&ai^AiMh^yiehm 
to^the duke of Austria tbo^ ^gaP rights^ 
tOfWhich he covild justly ^irt«ttd, as tlidtfel- 

* Mallet, L 355. 

> , . K 2 vocaU 
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i^HATPipra/e of tliaii cooivent; 1 -But /wlth raspect 

y^r^ to their wDian« with the Hfelvctie conftwie* 

racjs thely ikty ia4ded, wai ii!idi$saluble» 

atod could never tei;q1tnate excelpt with their 

lives*. • .i:^"'j ^' 

This i5^olutioa,ihowe)ire!r justand honour- 
ubte> Wa? very diflRprently ic^rj^i^ed Jo^y 
their enemies. For by men taught to ber 
lieve, that in th^ duties,^ a subject there is 
no alternative betwieien passive obedience 
apd.ope^ resiatafpciQ, the l^uigi$age of jpea^ 
son mitet er^r be treated as; the pry of re^ 
bellion. AU farther coq)|»un)4;^tron ceased^ 
The . destpuqtipn of. t;he xp^Js j was antici- 
pated^is.^QQyit^le; and ov^r the ruins of 
Glaris, ^nd t,l)e. mangled carcases of her 
SUpizQns, the ^partisans of aristocracy hoped 
^pe^d^ly toppei^. a passage into the forces tt- 
(C^Rtoftsi: tbftt; hal;eful mansion, of demor 

cFacy^'.j lu . : ■ ; ':■ '- :..'.■■ ,\'- 

1, Th§rB jyas. ft cplau^ Of operations wbicb^ 
had k , btfeil ftdiijted by :th€t ajUies, liiust 
have led td Ajodoufeted; Ajuooess;; But 'kt,'- 
stfipi^:pfjhftm»ii^ the Glarners.by conti> 
nuaJ skirmishes, which would in a short 

* Mailer, ib. 
* ^^ - - time 
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lime have exhausted their xesOfurces, theCHAR> 

XI 

event of the war was oitc6 mpre ^et upon ^ * 
a sihgle cast. The same spirit, of impati* 
eoce iiwduced them also to undertake the 
expedition at a season, of the year^ when 
most of the passes, through Avliich thej 
could penetrate into the eiiwny V country, 
were obstructed by snow, and consequent-r 
ly when every circumstance combined to 
favour a defensive system. 

With respect to. the strength of the Aus- 
trian army, we as usual meet with very dif-* 
fereBt statements; but from the most pro-i 
bable accounts it appears, that the main 
body amounted to upward of eight thou- 
sand men, ^nd was commanded by the 
counts of Toggenburg and Thierstein. An^ 
other column, under the orders of the count 
of Werdenberg, was directed to penetrate 
Jby a different route, and to unite with the 
fomjer before^the Jiqeg of Nsefein, where the 
lepubhcaQs were strongly entrenched*. 

As the Swi^ had np fortified towns to 
which they coi^ld rejtreat, iit.was their cus- 
topi,ftt tl;iic apprpapU p?#n' jer^emy to march 

* ' ^ MuIIer^ 11. xl. TscHudi, \i\, 
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cm A P. to the froBtierv, and there select a position 
^J^^ the best adapted to that mode of warfare, 
which their peculiar situation imposed.--^ 
The narrow vale of Naefek was, in every 
respect, calculated for defensire operations. 
It was at once difficult of access, and easily 
guarded by an inferior force. Entrench- 
ments were in consequence thrown up, be- 
tween the foot of the mountain and the 
river Linth, which would have been intpreg- 
nable had their force been sufficiently nti* 
merous for works so extensive ; but as yet 
it consisted of little more than two hundred 
men. 

On the evening of the eighth of April 
Mathias Buel, who commanded this hand-^ 
liil of' men, received certain intelligence 
that the following morning was feed for 
the attac^k. He immediately despatched 
messengers- throughout the canton, exhort- 
ing the women and children to retire to tiie 
mountains with their cattle and most vahi* 
able efiects. Other messengers were sent in* 
to the forest^antons, imploring the assist- 
ance of that gallant people, by whom the 
call of honour waa never disregarded ; and 

in 
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lA the coarse o( the stic^^ding mgbt BiieFs chap. 
«e^»dard was joiaed by thtt^e faliiHited and 
fifty cfiftabataftt^*. 

At sunH^, ^e Ai^Viftns advanced with 
th^if tMua} itnpeHtiosifiy^ 2^d th^k usual in* 
discretion. The Swiss general, who had in for-^ 
ifi^on that numerous bands wer$ hasten^ 
m§ to his relief, thought it adviseable t6 
retreat, that he might allow them time to 
ainrive. With this view he abandoned hii 
lines, and fell back to an advantageous po- 
sition at the foot of mount Ruti,. No soonei^ 
were the Austrians roasters of the entrench- 
mentSy Ibaa they considered their victory 
as complete* They separated into small 
detachments and plundered the country, 
instead of pm'suing, the foe. Every delaj^ 
was of importance to the republicans, as 
their army was every moment gaining »di- 
diiional strength^ 

In all the combats, which took place ur- 
JHDigtluscoune pf the Helvetie waafs*, the con- 
duct of the, AustritfAs was repti^aQt to the 
dicfeitesof con^monr prudieno(S,> Aot l6ss than 
td the rulesi of military science ^ and never 

* Aoeordfeg^ttfMay/ hy neatly doubTe that number. 
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CHAP. .was the truth of this remark more fuUy ex-i 
propUfietd, thap intthe conduct of this fatal 
day. After having allowed theiepemy full 
time to collect thf^ir scattered troops round 
the standard of liberty, they were at once 
awakened from their delusion. Instead of 
a broken and disheartened fcwroe, they be^ 
held with astonishment the hostile ranks 
more full and confident than ever. In haste 
they recalled their stragghng parties, with 
a determination to renew the attabk. With 
their cavalry in front, they now marched 
against a compact corps of infantry posted 
on an eminence, which from the nature of 
the ground, was extremely difficult of access. 
Eleven times did this unwieldy body return 
to the charge : eleven times w^re they re* 
pulsed with ii^credible slaughter. In a 
word, the ^ent of this battle was sinrilar 
to that of Morgarten, and in a great mear 
3ure decided fey similar means. Volleys of 
stones cpixtinued to pour down from the 
impending cliffii, till after a contest of five 
hfturs the affright»d coursers fell back in 
ppnfvi^iom upon the broken infantry. The 
^\yiss 5|o soonpr obs^rye^ the disorder of the 

:. . ^nemy 
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tnemy^ than tliej pr^s$ed forward with re^CH a P.. 

XI. 



Rubied fury; while the Au§triaas, siftkiijg ^' 



under their fatigues^ beheld wi|:h cons ternati^ 
on their pneaiies^ drisejnorp terribly fi;on)i 
every attack.. At Xhh important moRien^ 
a fresh column appeared or the adjacer^t 
heights, which the fe^rjapfftheejiemy instan- 
taneously converted in,to the vanguard of the 
Helretrc army* The pani^ biecame ^neral. 
No efforts xjf the con^manders, could arrest 
the fugitives. They fle(i with precipitation, 
and were pursueql to the v?ry g^tes of Wjbk 
sen. Numbers perished in the flight, or in 
attempting to crisis thef rapid linth. To 
add to the general calamity, the bridge at 
Wesen gave way,^ and occasioned. the death 
of m^ny knights, w}k) s^nk into the l^ke, 
and were prevented by the weight of their 
armour from ever rising ^Oj-e*. , 

Mean^vhilp Werdenberghad passed mount 
Kerettzen, without theaniaHestitnpediment, 
Wtti wafsjpi^r.t^nly in a situation to have t^ 
newed the .combat to great advantage, by 
falling upon the rear of the exhausted Swiss^ 
35ut when he learned the disastrous fate of 

. his 
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CHAP- his frieftdsj alarbied at the preBpeot of a 
similar destiny, he has^ned with cowardly 
precipitation to regain his hereditary states. 
Thus in thespiace of a single day$ was the 
storttj dispersed, aiid serenity i^eetored to 
the rale (^Gktfis» 

Satiated with blood, the gallant victors 
tistumed fit)m th^ pursuit; and no soonei 
had they regainedf their own territory than 
they poored forth upon their knees tfie 
warm efiusic^s of their hearts to Him, to 
whom they justly attributed their almost 
miraculous* success. 

The lom of th6 Austrians, on this memo* 
raUe day, was severely felt Without in- 
cluding those who perished in the lintb, 
or in crowing the bridge at Wesen, two 
thousand five hundred Mi upoii the field 
of battle. Among these we must particu* 
larly notice Ulric of Sar, Bonstetten*, the 
pount of Thierstein-f, and John of Klingen- 
berg, (^efaundredandseventy-ni^reknightB 

* The best accouot of diis IMtle in gtveo by Maji ia 
fai« Histoire Militaire de la Suisse^ IL 



t His ^tber was alaiii at Sampacb* 
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werefauod among tl^^tfkutt. The CJoantsCHAP. 
of Hontfoird, Toggeolnrg, and Huxribet^ ^^' 
were saved by tfae swiftocsB ctf their hdnes^ 
biit their banisers^ With ninfe otbeFstaiidafds^ 
were left in: the ikands of ^e enemj. These 
were afterward suspended in triamph5 and 
a solemn festxsral was instituted to comne^ 
morate diis ^ocious victory^ whioh had 
beenobtaii^ with a comparati/vdj small 
losu*. 

S^ctacles of this kind, though highlj 
eommEi^!idable uJ)on eveiy principle of re* 
ligious duty, are not without their effisct in 
a political point of view* They keep alive 
a spirit of emulatioii far better than all the 
persofial decorations, which in more mo* 

*- Tschudii though ia geBcral sq aeciirate wnter, bM 
9ometimefrbeeti induced to copy tho fahulo|is traditions ^t 
national vanity. Wb^n we are informed that an army,^ 
for the most part destitute of defensive arms, was en- 
gaged ih an obstmate combats for several- hours against a 
ft^rior foixie, we expect toheiir ofi«.ii{)mderibkidbiigh»^ 
tor. But when we are father told, that tbqr escaped withr 
out losbg more than fifty men, we immediately suppose 
ourselves translated into the regions of fancy, and either 
look for the horn of Astolphus> or conclude the oombafci 
m\» to haveiheen dipped li&f AB&iUe»iti the 9ty)L, 
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CHAP, deni times are. berftowiedxin doosbwho rcBw 

XI 

der essential services to their country. For 
sin^ the latter are not invariably set apart 
as the rewards of merit, but Bsesoraetinies 
purchased by less honourable tneans, they 
do not convey, to the mind exclusive ideas 
of valour^ or of patriotism.: But it was im^ 
possible to be, present iat any ceremony, 
however rude and artless, which had bwm 
instituted to immortalise the worthies of 
Helvetia, without being pervaded by some 
p(H*tioii at least of the heroism commemo^ 
rated* * 

Convinced that thein brilliant fortune 
would operate more powerfully in procure 
ing. reinforcements than, any motives of 
compassion, the Glarners determined to 
take advantage of the consternation which 
their victory had spread, and to inflict sig^ 
pal vengeance on ;the inhabitants qf Wesen, 
With this intent) they directed their mardi 
toward that devoted city, but found it de^ 
sorted; for the Austrians who had I'etreated 
thither as to a temporary placp of refuge, 
had quickly evacuated the place, Finding 
themselves thus abandoned to their fate, 
'-'*'. / the 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEVY,]RTIC REtPUBI/ICS. , 14t 

the burgbeft h»d packe.4ri<p th^r ittO$t va- cha-f. 
Inableofects^adfled.; Qitisg^ay totheit ^ ^ 
reaeatmtenjt the victorii^9;^apni3^irantecked 
the town, «6d thent ml fim to it in diffeiteafc 



> Vfi '.'•.% ;lf . 



Meanwhile! .tife Zunit)f&rs^;.wiK>. ^frece ac* 
tually Oft their nrtrroh^tow^rfd XMaris^ no 
sooner lewn^dithe defeatrof the ^Austriansy 
and the /ddstendtibo of !\¥€feBri,i'th»n they 
thought it unneijeasaryitoifMtoccedL , Yet 
UQ willing, that ' their! pn3{)aratiQn& sitould be 
tkowA : Aw^^ t«Dd Goafident of silrpport 
from the conledwates^'tThqnfrere arming: in 
euery ^uattery they deteitniiied to profit' by 
the <^pa«ioii in Oi^der^ toistrike atl^cistvebdoAvt 
The to\rft bf Rapp^rswyl, -pnder eVer^r cir- 
€aD3$taiiceof^fmt0Qe^wa8 the grand object of 
jealousy, tp which the attention of . the se- 
nate hikd been*^»variably^ directed. iNFeither 
wa» it possible for theoLto enjoys real se- 
curity isojoi^ as that imfpoTtant place re- 
mnioed iDitliB;hiam}s of their intetetiate foe. 
But the duke of Austria Airas tooi Wefli aware 
of the advjanto^es which h^ derivedftomthe 
possession of it, not to guard it with every 
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CHAP, possible pt«caution. The fortifications^ had 
been ^oii8idc*ably angtnenfted, aHd w«Be 
defended by a ganiftdn of »eVeti h^iidred 
ft;a)ians^ wb« ^em detit to' dtike Leo^)okl 
before the battle of Sempach by his^ther^ 
in4aw VicKxmU dUfce of Milan. A large 
body of %iibrr68^ ift^the battle ^Neefels, 
had likewise taJkxsa}vtf%kgt ihitfae toxirn^ with 
t^ coant of Thorbdfg at their head. Yet 
Botwithstandnig all the difficalttes of tb« 
undertakings the Zurickers having reoerved 
considerable xeinlbroeiii^fftsi fallandty w- 
solved to attempt it'$ reduction*. 

For three weeks they laid beftire the 
tovna^ employing ineflfectaally everj^ij^iie 
which their imperfect knowledge of vmc 
cotftk) liupply. Draparii^at last of sucee^- 
^^S ^ regular advances, they resolved, ia a 
council of war, to risk a general asbanlt 
Thorberg, having learned tbeir intetit^s 
by his eniissaii«», advised the citi^seos to 
aurr^lder ; far recent experitti»fterhad taught 
him to; ibelieve,^ that there was no^6nterpifi$6 
tooardtioiis for Helvetic valour to achieve. 

* Ts^hudi, vii. 
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JBtttf^jie^eritj^QfjBFuii iraMtiUfrealiki their c hap. 

they <kxrliured)their r«|ahition of def«bctii% 
thenmelv^s io the) last ecxtremfty; and' of 
perishing gloriously tn^h arms in ttlibit 

hinds'^. ' ' ■" ^ -^i : ; i-.!'- 'iK^-'' 

Mfiaa«^^the «inifii<i&mfe9 iwem m^ 
dgaUe^ in their ejAertions, and. nesokisd) to 
attack tkid town atj the same >tixile» by land 
and by water. Histpiy Jiflbi^s Ssw emai^ 
fk» of a wverer e6iyiic|;. For nine faoin 
iid they rdtum t6'tiie<assaxdt with unabath 
ing fiii'y . Feeling rtttJt every ^i%) > which 
can iatere^ the h^art lof man^ was mw at 
stake, and convinced that nothing icidold 
be^expectjsd from Uie ^^temency of the foe, 
the besieged derived equal energy from de- 
^ir. Men, wom^n, and ehiidten, were 
eqaaUy aetivte; whoever cotfld hurl a $toae, 
or wield a spear, now crouded to the ram-* 
parttf, and courted dai^ger. The scaling 
fed<fcrs were scarcely applied^ when Idiey 
were overturned, fb^ l»at$ no«ocmera|i(- 
proached, than they were sunt^ -i '^^ 

'^'M0J, vii. 

^ Towards 
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CHAP. TowaW evenings' die confederates reUr^ 
^^' , to their camp, worn i>iit with tlie laboues of 
ihexiaj. Evepyi ihope of success was no\t 
annihilated. Tbeir bnVesttroops had^eitiKr 
fidten in the combat, or wore disabled bj 
their wounds from keeping the field. ':«To 
continue aiij longer before. the town;! was 
to^xpoee ihe armyto unnecaasarj danigen 
lI^atbiDg, therefore was Ifift, but to raise the 
«iegeiaiid accordingly^ /disgracefiil as siu^h 
aiDdasureimust appear ia the eyes of a peo- 
fkle unaccustomed to a repufbe^itbey ^t^re 
to their tents, and retired with precipitatioD, 
kavic^ behijid them tbegfeafeer part )of their 
military engines*. . . > . , i . 

During, tlie.si^e of Rapp«^Wjyl, a hodj 
of men from tlie Gaster made a predatory 
incursion upon the territory of Claris.; but 
the peasants instantly flew to atms^ and 
xhrove them back with considerable loss. 

Upon the expiration o£ the truce^wtlie 
Bemers with some jreinforcements froiA So 
-feure marched against Buren, one of Ae 
towns which had been assigned to Coucy 

* Maj, vii. 
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In conndeffation cif bis mother's portiod,.€9AP. 
but wbidi was still occupied bj an Aw^ «J^ 
tiiajo garrison. Being suffered to approach 
-the wallS) they tbrevr combustibles intothe 
•town, the greater part of which was bulk 
«fwood. Many, houses speedily took fir9. 
Alarmed at the rapid progress of the flames, 
the iqhabitants made little resistance, while 
tiie enemy taking advantage of the general 
confusion, entered by storm, and piit all 
they met to the swqrd. . Elated with sucr 
cess, they now overran the adjacent coun- 
try, destroying every thing with unrelenting 
pnlk^tyv After burning the suburbs of Arauv 
they proceeded to Nidau, which was still 
gacrtsQiifed by Austrians, thovgh ceded to 
Coney by the late treaty. 

John of Eosaey, the governor, had been 
eompelled, fmm want of money to pay ht& 
to3of)s, to suffer them, to live at free quaxi- 
ters* Possessing little mem than a nomi-p 
waA authi(»ity over men rendered despersutfii 
by distress, he had connived at everyexcess, 
in which licentiousness could indulge, aud 
^owed his soldiers to levy promiscuousv 
oon^ributUHKL Not daring to trust the 
.VOL. II. L ■ fidelity 
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cttAK fidelity of ct people to whom he had gives 
^^uch just cause of offence, he iset fire 
'to the town upon the approach of thfc 
'republican arria^y, and retired kito the cas- 
tle, which Was built in a morass* Not- 
withstanding thfe apparent strength of the 
place, however, the troops demanded to be 
led instantly to4he assault? and so great 
was their eagerness to advance^ that a boat, 
iaden with thirty meii, was stink by their 
hitempefate zeA\. They were repulsed 
indeed ; but Such were the instances of 
intrepidity, by which they distinguished 
themselves in this unsuccessful attempt^ 
that the garrison immediately dfibred to 
capitulate. The proposs^l was readily ac- 
cepted, and an agreement in consequence 
took place, that hostiUties should cease on 
Condition that the castle should be delivers 
ed up at the expiration of sfx wedss, pro-^* 
Tided it was not previously relieved* This 
condition was punctually fulfilled^ when 
many prisoners of distinction who had been 
•seized and plundered by the licentious sol- 
difery (am6ng others the bishop of Lisbon^ 
and the prior of Alqacova) were set at libera 
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ty. T?he conduct of the victors to\^ard thes^ c H a p. 
unfortunate persons was generous .in the ^^\ 
Silreme. The bishop and, his friend had 
heen imprisoned in their way to Romd^ 
and stripped of all their effects* Their 
losses were now made good by the liberality 
of their deliverers, so that they now found 
themselves ih a situation to pursue Iheii 
j6umey with :a retinue suitable to their digi* 
fiftjr. On their return to Portugal^ they 
nht only repaid their 4}enef?Lctors with 
punctuality, b\it pr^psent^d them with a 
thousand ducats ^ward the expensea (^ 
the ivar*. . 

'It 'would be little iftore than a tedious W89<f 
repetition of former efxploits, to descrilja 
the bui:iilng *of the suburb* 6f Meilingeiii 
oi^ the baths of Baden, both situated near 
the banks of the Limmat. A fruitless att 
Vnnpt upon Zofingen, a ili(»e suocessful 
ohe against Unterseen, and the captufe of' 
Gauenstein, nearOlten, scitrcely merit a 
Hiore minute detaili Thence the victo* 
Xiot^ republicans advanced with littte op- 



♦Mulkr,Itvi. 
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CPAP. position to the ^tea of Bnick; whil0 aa*^ 

4^0^^ other party penetrated into the valley of 

Frick, and aft^ plundering the country 

, for ueveral leagues, returned with an dbun*- 

dant spoiK 

Thk rftpaciona system vff^iirarfard, though 
highly credital^le to the military character 
of the confederates* wa^ not oquiiUy ad** 
Tantageous to their dooiestic prospects* It 
n true, they firecfuently enjoyed the sati^^ 
i^ctioa of pursuing the enemy to the very 
gates of their fbrtree^s, aBd^ qf brayigg 
them withtR their W4l!9. But while. t}w 
hostile provinces were laid waste with fin9 
mMbaueecMnd, their o.wn 6elds nennidned un- 
cttUmUed, their own ntaaofactories attpod 
stilL For a tinie# iodeed»thfi pride of cqij« 
«|uett Was alone suScieut to Support thQ 
Bational spirit under every dffficulty ^d 
distress. But the high price of prpvisiQlb^ 
the necessury consequence of neglected. lar 
hour, began at lepgtk U>.h^ sqnously fe\t. 
The people beeame clamorpu9 for pe«c^; 
and the leading men, akrroed at the pnn 
spect of an approacliing dearth, began se* 

riously 
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* 

rioQsly to consider the tnb%t ptobable meim cu kf. 
of attaining it. ^ ^'' 

The Austriian prihties, aftso^ for oofee kp^ 
j^ared $]ticei^ in tiieii* desire ctf (Hitting e 
iMp to the etfusion of h)6od. TheloMes 
sustained at Sempaoh and Neefels had 4e^ 
prived them df many of their most'^xpe* 
rieneed leaders. Several illustrious fsmi^ 
lies Were 'become extinct^ white dthiirs mib* 
toitting to the imperious dictates of Beces* 
sity, preserved their poiver by ttnritnig 
diteras^ves, as co-btlrghers to the triuthph* 
ant confederacy. The count of Toggen^ 
burg had already made Ws jieace. The 
towns of Burien, Nidau, and \Veseti were 
fos*. Bdth the Thurgau ^ttd tjie Argau 
Wfere open to invasion. The tr^stiry was^x- 
haiiftited, the peoplte were disteonftented, tlie 
troops were disheartened: nor ttwrfd tlie 
Canity of conquest anylongcr operate us 
an ihcteirtive to war, sttace the AutCrian 
prmceff wete of too tender an 4tge to heiid 
their armies in person*. 

In this 0it(iati6n^ the d^bpt ^ £ib^- 

L 3 Un* 
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_Xi. and some other of the Suabian cities, oflfern 
e4 to qiiediate betwoem. the coj^^ding par- 
ties. The qverturp pDet yyith jlitjtle oppo^ 
^itioii, #;apept (rpi^ the. republic pf J^eqrB^i. 
xrhiah waft iqc(4c^(li by .priyi|te^Qiptives ^o 
diaseot frcwn . the ^nei^j • wj^h, Thpir re^ 
sistat|ce» howewr, was of iittjf a\;ai|.. i\ . 
truce wa£ c;oncJ,u4ed^t. Zuric» for>«ey.en 
y;ear$, between the house of Austria and 
it's a,Uies pn -/OQe .part» ^n4 the li^lyetic 
c^tpm? (includingSoleupe) cjp the pther. Thq 
" terra? we?e as follows ; ** th^ during the ai;^ 
1' i|nsticeth(3 cpnfederatesshpnld retail) pq^ 
i', session of thei|: late acquisitions, ^heth^ 
1* ^ising/f QUI po^|(jui??t» or frpm vplunt^u:^ 
1* submissioii, w^th thus single exception. 5^ 
^^Wesenj which, wa? to jbe restored v}^ 
^ the . express . .con4itiop»^ , j^h^t nonp qf ti>ft 
V linhabitanUij, wljp ha$i . b^pn cqncernedi^ . 
V; il^i€onspjii^cyjgain5t.;thp,Sy;^j, should 
**.py«K be^^^e^.to settle tl^r^, ..The sp-j 
« vereignty of the 1^ pf ^ewRa(i wa? Aft 
1*: bp .pp{1p4, to I^cgrpe* mtk ^^eerigl\tlof 
^ nominating a water-bailiff. Freedom of 
ff cpi)uiierc£^wi^ nvtoiaidj'.aDd all obnoxi^ 
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tf^tHMi iiapo^itions . .vrevc^ . abcdished/* , . . In c h a p^ 
tetifm for so rnaay. advaotages, X\it l^wis? Xl> 
engaged, *' not to receive ii^q their, alliance \^ 
*liny. ^ufe^ct. of Austria, except such; aa 
**iWere a4d^lly dtuaied witJ^ the bounda^ry 
*^S^' their own territory " [ Finally, it iw^ 
s^ee^t V that if any; fre^h. cause, of .^om- 
f'^laint; should arisie, ip,EDpices should h^ 
« juh^euj to,ii»^oae jd^liber^^OA tbe^^iatt^ 
".s^Q|ii(l J3ie r^eferre^, .ai^d'^y.wl^se.award 
** U. .sjbould . bp, finally ^^teimx^^" This 
tr^ftty wj^s originally J^^ued • tp , the ; tenn, 
0Cft^ye^,J|»3'l!i t?ut .wfisprqlqi^ci i^ ^,aSM» 
1q tweft^y Wprft^ and in %^l^ ■Si^ill .^a.vth^r, 

Thus 6nd«d the meBUi>ra^Je ^niBst ben 
fween thebwis^ qi A^^^^.P^J^ H§Iti 
wtic states, i?#er; haivinigrCiWiiti^td iduriugx 
the. gi^ater .f)art pf a c^ntv<?y* . :H9.%tiyit}es* 
Slated, *er^ renewed in the §«qu!5l but.tht) 
ataation of ;the .beUigerent, pov^is was. «e. 
linger tbfe.wineu Hitjiei^ iJlpqfjS?Yiw h.a4' 
boen wgwded .as rebeK wagipsg *v;ar agginsit. 

* Stunpf. xiii. May, IL tli^. 
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35^ kistOEV OF THE 

CHAP.iti truthr is the only equitable ciittrion of 
,M. hidepehdencei liad given istabitity to their 
government, and assigned them a dintin^ 
gnished rank aimong the states of Europe. 
So that, at the recomraenceraent of th[^ 
war, "we shaW behold them in a situatioh to 
act oflTensivelj; till bj degrees they be^ 
catae masterw)f th* greater- part of the He- 
reditary possessions of the house of Haps^ 
burg, on the southern bank of the Rlihie/ 
' The confederates had now attained tte 
gritrd object for nrhich they Irad been con- 
teniding, vur. a formal acknotdedgmeirt 
(if "rtieir indejpendencc fVoift the house t^ 
Aij^stria. Besides, by the late acqtiisitiofiSt 
the te^totles of* the d^i^t member* mere 
more inldmately connected, so that Utear 
nspectivft forces tmght m futuFe afusemble 
with greater facility, and att vrMgeealM 
efilict. But as the advantages, whidh had 
accrued to the different members ftoin die 
war, were in many respects local, it msg^ 
not be uuacceptoble to the risadMr t& tdec 
a separate survey x4 ^^h ittt^vidtnl oka* 
ton. 

• ' ITie 
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The. sitaatiosi of Zairvc^ thmigh ^iiipparCHAp« 
Wtttly btilliarit, t¥«8 by no nieaw oadei&pt ^^^^ 
(torn tckmger. If we exatmne tAie {nctnre 
on the brigktert ^de aJoae, we «re strack 
^tit the stability of ber interaal ^ovexir- 
mmt'i web^oM i^flourisfamg aod extern 
i^ catttOKfcej dad regard the confirtaatimi 
df ber freedom as tbe presage of future* 
pfo&pemy* But a iBore miirate hivestig«« 
tion win ^acmiince us, thoft these envied 
Mesdngs were lieki by a preoarious teouiei 
Heimsed in on erei^ side by the Austr&i^ 
ien^ory, it wasimposnUefbr bottilities to 
be senewed^ without eRpostng htr trade to 
ruia. H^ice ^Srom motives of interest^ tbe 
only THies deserving eopfideoce in tbe ttam- 
aotiDns of nations^ riie views of ,Zuric weiie 
always more pacific than those of theotber 
cantons. IHiis was evidently tbe fA-inciple 
sdach directed ber coodnct, when four 
jeeoH aflardw «8ig»ifeure of the 4Wm year^' 
tmse^i tfaeseuate was induct by tbeift^ 
twsaee of tte burgoinaster Scbon to entc^ 
into 41 isecnft ;n«gotiation witb Austria .; im» 

^ Is I3f». 
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154 HISTi>BY OF THE 

CHAP, der pretaiceof exjdaining some ambigtious^ 
^^ articles m thcfortncf<tr^ity,.but in fsict to 
strengthen the bands of amity between 
l^mseives and tbeir natural foe. Nothing 
c€4ild be more- hostile to the gmemi good 
of the confederacy y tha» the whole tedor of 
this alliance ; by which it was stipulated, 
4hat at the expiration of the Mwn years' 
iruce th^ Zuricfcers should not only not 
co-operate with the other cantons, in ^tbo 
event of a rupture with Austria, \mtshmdd 
even unite miji the latter. The dxiration 
of this extraordinary alliance- was limited 
to twenty years; during which ^mod, they 
mutually engag^ td assnt eajsh other with 
the loyalty of nieii, whoM^efforts are di«« 
rected to the attainment a£ i>ne comihai 
object ) . ^ 

It is niecessary to observe, that tlik in*^ 
famous treaty Was condiided without tbe 
participation ofi the Jgreat coutrcO, iHider 
the immediate dbectioBc^ the burgomaster. 
A few of the .most wealthy merchanibi 
were, ^indeed,, admitted Jo ^at .pBxticip»tifUi 
of his secret counsels; but they were n^eHi 
in whose mercenary minds a spirit of caU 
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ciidation.^nwhilate4 erery 6o€r feding. In chap* 
spite, JiQwever, of all their jM-ecautiopots, the 



9QQmti was ioon d iyulged><ajid ocowiooed a n 

geuerak aJann • : E^er j nwmbef of 4b€ conr 
fe^'iiajibeoaaQie sensible (^t^ contingent 
danger, iandrcdntulted tcgetbefc abput the 
prapep meaiiSiOf. couateteetiMglit, (Ade* 
pirtatioB,. wis accordipgly ^eat. to Zuiicv 
to.c{i0)f)lai|n/of this breaeh of public j&ith^ 
iod to demand, an cjxplanatioa. of th^' ^ 
wbole.teajBflactioa; • j , . ^ 

; TJi€iii)epple^ in. whose estimation the loTil^^ 
of gain ibad not jiet .extinguished eveiy> 
noble sehtioient:^. « were no ^sooner madeactjf 
^laaint^d' witk tbei tfeaqhecous conduct of- 
their bhief,i»0gi9ttate^t(kham tbejexpiicssedv 
(Jl^Liiidignatioen h^iithe^most atal^quiro* 
cal -marks of displeasure. fWith- repeat*^ 
ed clamours .tbey. demanded Ithe^punisb* 
iB^tl)Of: Siphon, wbomi they acoused lof 
kmhg) bartered the honour of bis oouav^ 
toy jfOTf Austrian goldi. lar vain did he »bc 
^pt 4q jP5*ify h»a«ond»ftt, arid to^creenr 
himself beWud; the pcerf^^^ives of office. 
The council assembled, and ordered the in- 
rtrument to |j^ pypd uced , Being informed 
t \ that 
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CHAP, tbat it had been "seat to the cinke for his 
^^ f ratificitiOfi,1iiej resolted unanimoosly, that 
before vmf decisive step couM be taken, 
it wooUl be proper to wait for it^s retaro* 

In afeir day^, the expected messeng^ 
arrived, and the act was submitted to dia* 
ettssion. little deliberation was requisite 
to establish the ille^Uty of the measare ; 
so that a resoiation immediately passed/an* 
aoUing the whole negociation, on acconnJtof 
it^s having been conducted in a manner di«- 
^ctly contrary tatbeestafblbhed prhic^les 
of the constitution. The assembly next 
proceeded to banbh Schon, together with 
tfsventeen senators, for having usurped aa 
authority unsanctioned by law, and fa^ 
tber ordained, (hat thencefedth no bin^gor 
raastef should continue in office for a 
longer period than one year*^ 

This indeed could only be r^arded as a 
temporary remedy, and not as a radical 
ouie. Every moti^^ of pdlic^ ccmcurred is 
recommending some' ntore decisive s|tep» 
as a IFuture security against theambitira of 

^ Tioiiudi, May, IL>Jmt 
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Austria. SeosjblQ of their teal daogec, the e h a?. 
coofederat^d cantons tlnenefore \vitU the .' ^1: 
iaterventioa of SoIeurQ framed s^ d^crefy 
which as. it's object wa,§ c)iie]fly of a m\Y\- 
t/ffj, tmideacy, ^nd arose out pf the cpose- 
qoences of a war immoi:taUz6d by the yiq- 
tary of Sempach, was distinguished by the 
appellajtioa of the D,£cre£ of Sesipach,. 
Like the fundamental bond, of union, it's 
operation was genemU wd extended 
equally to every member of the confede- 
cacy. But in order, to avoid the appear- 
ance of repetition, we shaJU content our-- 
«elv€» with ^yjng it before the reader in the 
abstract only. 

Afjter refiommendiitg internal peace, and 
the pwMit exact fidelity, ioi the observance of 
all political eifg^ments» and pjomising 
protection a«d security to persons of every 
4e4ciiption» who should thenceforth settl^ 
in the Hdvetic territory ; it proceeded to 
Uiooe isegiilations which were more partir 
eulaciy fj^pjicable to the operations, of war* 
hf Uvs {MTtial peQ of national enthusiasm* 
this celebwted ordinance has been fre- 
quently re|)(P€#entj5d as a perfect code of 

ipilitary 
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CHAP, nrilitary tactics* These eulogiums hzve 
< .^^^ b^tt repeated by foreign writers, who 
seem in general to have given IrnpKcit crew 
dit to th6 assertibn. But after an attentire 
perusal, we can discover nothing beyoiid 
what the dictates of experience 'would t^ 
turally suggest to minds capable of rational 
combinations, and hot totally callous to tbfc 
feelings of humanity. 

Tlie I'ecent struggle with the house of 
Austria had afforded such evidebtprooft 
of the ill effects arising from a spirit of 
plunder, that common prudence enfdrcM 
thfe necessity of repressing it tn future by 
cTery possible irestription. A teverence for 
places of reHgious worship, as well as gen* 
tieness toward those, whose age oi^sei ta^ 
claim to pity, are duties indispensible -to 
iilt civilised nations, and tend to ihkigatft 
. the manifold calamities, insepatraWe even 
frotn the least ferocious war. Uniori agaiii^t 
the Cbiiinion enemy is next recotomeflded ' 
in Energetic terms. When summoned 10 
the national standard, their troops wereto * 
advance in a condensed phalanx. No sok 
dierwas allowed to quit his tanl&tmdiej: any 
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pretence whatever, without peimisstofi^bin char 
bis commander. Even vthm dm$i^ froirt ?^i 
actual service, by the wounds which he 
might have received, he was commanded 
to remain at his post. From the nature of 
the arms made use of by the Swiss, strength 
of body was hy far more essential than any 
of those scientific evoluticms, which decide 
the fate of modem battles. Thus^ in . the 
memorable fightB of Morgarten, Laupen, 
Sempach, and Naefels, we find the Austrian 
cavalry, trained as they were in !he school 
of discipline^ and skilled in all the arts of 
military ^an^de, unable 40 withstand the 
forious attack of the* Helvetic, halberds 
Long before the pironjulgation of the j[>e« 
erte of Senipach^ the plain understandings 
of those unletter^ warriors had suggested 
a plan of defence which was most conform* 
able to their habits of Kfe. To advance in 
a solid body, and to rally round their re- 
spective banners, was the only science 
which they, deigned to study. Courage 
supplied the place of experience, till their: 
early triumphs illustrated th^ advantage 
arising from a skilful choice of ground ; 

and 
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CHAP, and provcdi tinat ki the hbnr of combat 
J[^ thew ia qoi system so cdnducive to success, 
)m tbatof confideoce^ courage^ and perse- 

It was not tHl some tune after the com* 
mencement of hostilities^ that the republic 
of Berne took aa active part it; the war. 
Yet the advantages which she derived from 
it, were iar greater than those obtained by 
any other member of the confederacy. For 
this, indeed) the Bemecs were in great 
measure iiulebted. to their position. Be* 
mote from die theatre of war» they weie 
not only l&» exposed to aggression,' but 
enjoyed the fidrest opportunity of attack* 
kig the Friburghacs, who were then cut 
40 from all communication with the Aus* 
trtan states* Most of the nobles, whose 
territories lay contiguous to the repubttp, 
were either subdued by her victorious arms, 
or induced from prudential motives to share 
her fortunes. The houses of Arberg and 
Nidau were extinct; and their rich inbe^ 
pitance had fallen under the dominion o§ 
Beme. Reduced to ibe last extremity, the 

* Muller; II. vii. May, II. xiii. 
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€ount of Kyburg had avoided inevitable chap. 
destruction, by the cession of Thun and 
Burgdorf. At the head of the common- 
wealth wore placed men of illustrious namesi, 
of useful talents, and of untarnished repu- 
tation ; who b J the powerful lessons of 'ex-» 
ample instructed their fellbw-citizens, that 
the most sacred of duties was a zealous at« 
tachment to their country. . I 

But as an uninterrupted course of pros- 
perity is fraught with dangers scarce less 
fatal than thc^e which flow froip the oppo* 
site extreme, success had induced these 
enterprising republicans to embrace a field 
of action too vast for their limited re- 
sources. Thus by loading the people with 
unavoidable burthens, the gdvemment had 
impaired that implicit confidence to which 
by the wisdom of it's measures, it was so 
eminently entitled. Elated by recent 
triumphs, and the conscious pride of in-i 
nate worth, the people began to question 
the prerogatives of birth, and to claim for 
their own eminent services some share in 
the administration of affairs. From trivial 
beginnings, this spirit or disaflfection was 

VOL. II. M gradually 
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ciiAP.gfadflaHy diflVised over n'mdar *«itfa€e; 

w^y^ 1&H the aiiBtooracy at length girew serroad j 
apprefacostve fbr tlie evemt* In tie ytxt 
1348» severad members cff tbe trovncil "w^ere 
accused of iMdversaticim, aaid condeifinai 
to )lmiiisliBietit^ in ivliidi m ttn be r Bnbebit 
fanrg was iju?}aded.* But 4i«vifig fiMuid 
an oppoartHtiity of nakmg^en advantegeoos 
bargain for the repnUic m tbepuncfaase^f 
soiBie landsi, be so iranthe piopie; that 
aasemblii^ tamultucmsly before tbe te^ 
fiate hoose, ihey wskted wpctn lass rectd. 
Hiese unfonti|iMite jealousie&y irhenoisa 
they had taken root, tveiie not lUooIy to ht 
easily «3i:tirpated. Durk^ the active ii» 
boiirsof a campaign they were indeed dh 
Irerted into a ditferent cbannd, and »exdtod 
a spirit of ^etnnlation, iprodactiiee ^ the 
most salatary effects. But oo tsoonor did 
the ^rs of am invasion ^Sfubside^ than tbc^ 
bi]^ forth widi iiioroasing violence. OO10 
growing debt Nodded anevM^failn^g topic 
§m |>opular oomplaiiat. AknrtBod at diB 
approaching storm l^ie wenddiy citi^enSf 

' . who 
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^ho isad been hiUwtto fbnmd'm supply* oh Ar. 
iog tJitB £x%endei of thg stite, Imii^b now ^,,5^ 
to conender the aectuity a« |«ecanawi, trnd 
td «iDpfa)j tbek capital tn mote pto&tMi 
pammtti Satmt bdecd* vent to far m (to 
.dtmtnii paymeoi in a pertmptory Ii0»f ;. 
asMl ibo9 reduced tiie ini^iotrwbeB to tiui 
iiiiiioweKpedicot of boitowifigiopof^ ^om 
£»i«lg^Riera at an ex«inbitai»i iofterai^ im iff- 
dertoapf)ea0etbeirxotei¥9t«dcl«ift9iin> ' 
In ISfi4 Uprnpoyal waB tnade» ma ge«e«' 
tad aas<3mUjr of t^e people* to inKitute an 
inquiry respectii^ tba admiotftmtMMi of tbia 
fiaaoma, a«d to |Mi««$b tbote whomght 
lip fomad g^tjr of pecvlaUon* witti ttsxani"' 
fktj 6&tentj» Pinding tba»»elvc)t too 
\mk to jMaist tine cuifeat, ike aobUitjr 
tfaougbt It prudent to temporiMu By tiwar 
jNirtial ao^ieee^fice «ritii )bb$ dmuiML and 
tbe svffoader of a£iir of <;h)»rpnvilcgB»*^y 
<ltfaoted a t^porary caJisw and p^m^^M^ 
4)e ^et^te thi«t tbey arfeieaoir ^toly to 0b^ 
tain the tdtimate object q£ ttteiT wiabae.**^ 
$tit aa 909A as tboy h$d loUed tJHe vigilance 
of ibe populaf party, m«Ay of the graots 
V(i0 r^pikod* and a^ery tbir^ neplaced 
M« upon 
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CHAP, upon it*s ancient footing, with-the excepr 
s^Si^ Hon oi some .trifling changes in the election 
of the magistrates. Thus by a sort of tacit 
compromise, tranquillity was again.restored. 
Fcding that ho efforts of their own could 
be essentially useful to th6ir country, with- 
out the concurrence of their fellow-citizens, 
the Patricians did every thing to regain the 
public <5onfidence; while the people ac- 
knowledged how much they were indebted 
ta the Zealand talents of the arbtocracy, 
without which evqn the freedom of com- 
plaint would have been lost. 

From this happy period iall animosities 
r . subsided*, and every order of society vied 
with each other in a noble struggle for the 
public good. Ev6r attentive to the real in- 
terests of their country, the leading men 
took advantage of this favourable turn, to 
establish a decree, enacting, that every in- 
dividual should contribute at fortieth part* 
of his property towaidthe liquidation of 
the national debt. 

' The renewal of hostilities with Austria 
gave .anojthei* turn to the^, views of am- 
bition, i That spirit bf enterprise, which dur- 
i.c\j i V. ing 
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ing the inactivity of peace had been form> e H a^. 
dable to the internal tranquillity of the state, ^^* 
when directed init'sptoper channel bo^ 
came productive df essential advantages 
to the community. The arms of the repub- 
lic were every where triumphant; and the 
vale of Siben, the town of Untersecn, witli 
the lordships of Nidau and Buren, were 
successively added to her territory. 

But in the midst ofihis fortunate career, 
the horizon was suddenly darkened. On 
the fourteenth of May 1404, a 'fire broke 
out which in a few hours consumed the 
greater part of the city. So rapid I was the 
progress of the flames, that more than a 
hundred persons fell victims to their ftiry ; 
tirhile the loss of propetty was. imrnense. 
Destitute of every means of subsistance, the 
Survivors wandered among the smoking 
ruin9, seeking^'outthe body of some friend or 
relation, who had disap(>eared amidst the 
general wreck. But charity w^s alive to their 
distress. From every quart ear their allies and 
dependents came hastening to their relief. 
Food, raiment, money, were daily brought, 
and accompanied with tkdse sweet effu- 
MS sions 
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CHA^.noas of benevolence, vhjch would hav(^ 

^^J^ given ralue and ^mpditan^^e to the nio$t 

trifling present. The city \mtebt|ilt upon 

an extengiye plan, and rose ffonv jfs reiiuj 

lOfipre magnificent than ever, 

Sc^.rcdj' fifty yeafs wepc elap^e^ &incc 
liUcerne had shaken oflF the Ati$tjrjjE|n yolie. 
Yet such Mras the benign infl^ience of a po- 
pular gorernment, that she already ^njpy*4 
a ,degre« of profpevity, <»fbich in the ^ays 
,of hef servitude would have been deeine4 
cfaimericaU By the successful issue of thfc 
Jate war» her territory had been considetv 
aUy enUrgod; and Rottenburg, Entlibuclr, 
Mcyenbeii^, th^ vale of Ebikon, and Sem- 
pach 'wefle now subject to her jurisdictioD, 
Neither Uri* Schweitz, nor XJnterwalr 
den, jseein at any time to have coveted 
terri^or^l ^gg|»ndisen>ent. Satisfied with 
the additionat ^curity derived from ^0 
)iumiliation of their hereditary foe» th^ 
happy paoplff nipired p6 no greater glory, 
than to a^ist in the prppagatimi of liberty, 
jebesever piah had the courage to as^rt 
liis rights • 

To Zug and Claris the result^ of the xm 
' '■ ' -had 



Digitized by 



Google 



haSpterwd highly ^rtunate. From thererj chap. 
beginttifig ofi% they had broke» their fetter*, 
aod ertabKshed a cGuncil ef fifteeti raem^ 
hets^ whose decisions in all case9, both civil 
aftd criminal, were without appeal. This 
important change was, however, aq almost 
nnsunnoui^table obstacle in the way of 
peace; till the victory of N»fels removed 
every difficulty, and induced the abbess of 
Seckingen to accept an equivalent for the 
final renunciation of all her feudal prero^ 
gatives. 

The rest of the Helvetic people were di^ 
riitd in their political opinions, and adher* 
ed to the i^aonarehical orrepubHcan eatrso, 
accordingly as inclination or interest di^f 
rectied ; thoujgh it was evident, that the lat- 
ter was daily gaining groimd. Hitherto 
both iV?burg and ShafFhausen had been 
devoted to the Austrian party; but the 
Aioment was approaching when they were 
to awaken from this shameful torpqr. 

Bftle and St Gal, on the contrftiy^ had 

omitted no opportunity of manifesting their 

attachmentto the cause of freedom. Taking 

advantage of the necessities of Austria, 

M 4 and 
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CHAP, ahd of the prodigality of their bisbop^ the 
^^' former purchased indemuities and privileges 
which were little short of perfect emanci- 
pation, and which speedily contributed to 
raise that opulent city to the highest pitch 
of prosperity. The latter also, instructed 
by the example of their neighbours, be- 
came every day more sensible of their de- 
gradation, and were already preparing to 
assert their privileges, and shake off the 
dominion of the church. 

But none were so intimately connected 
with tlie Helvetic confederacy, as the citi- 
zens of Soleure. After taking an active 
part in the war, they negociated with the 
house of Austria as an independent state, 
and shared inall the honourable distinctions 
of liberty. Yet if we examine ipinutely into 
their situation, and consider the hue of con^ 
duct which they pursued, we are at a loss 
to discover the motives which could indu(9 
them to prefer their equivocal existence to 
an integral union with .the Helvetic bond. 
Increase of pow^r was however an object, to 
which thpir views were prudently directed ; 
q.nd^ an opportunity offering, they purchased 
' . ^ . . / ^ * the 
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the lordship of Palm, This castlehad fonner- CH ap, 
ly belonged to one of the barons engaged m , ^^ 
the assassination of Albert, and was<u)nfis- 
cated by the bloody tribunal. An acqui- 
sition of far greater consequence was al;si> 
made in the castle of Falkenst;ein, which 
commanded one of the most important 
passes pf the Jura. ^ 

A considerable time is elapsed, since we 
have found occasion to mention the dukes 
of Savoy. But our silence does credit to 
their administration. For while vioknce 
and pride directed the councils of other 
countries, these prudent princes continued 
true to their original plan, and persevered 
in that temperate caution, which has never 
ceased to form the characteristic feature of 
their government. The xtpparenjt d^anger 
of the Helvetic cantons, when attacked hj 
the formidable power of Austria,^ threw a 
temptation in the way of ambition, wbi^h 
it required no moderate share of self-denial 
to resist. But thejr wisely preferred the 
rare honour of fulfilling their engagements^ 
to the acquisition of a province obtained 
through breach of faith, and pilfered from 

the 
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CHAP,tbeneces«Hie» of a plandcred ally. On 
^'' J the contrary, thej beheld the gnwing 
Stwjngth of Berne, without betraying any 
Bymptoffls of jealousy ; while the Berocrs 
were not ungratefal for the favour, but as. 
tnsted in extending the jurisdiction of Saroy 
over the romantic districts of the Vallais. 

On the death of the count of Granson, 
who fell in a rfuel, hfe territory was seized 
lyr Amadeus, duke of Savoy. It is trap, 
we arc now anticipating a it,Vff years ; but 
H is for the sake of connecting the subject. 
The circumstances attending tliis eitraor- 
dinary event, are related by MuWer at con- 
siderable length ; and, as they serve to il- 
lustrate the manners of the age, we shall 
give theni with some detail. 

The castles, of Granson and Estavay^ 
weip situated on the opposite shores of the 
fake of Neuchaltel, and had been long the 
abodes of two illustrious families. Otho of 
Granson had distinguished himself, in the 
|rars of those times, bymany a gallant feat. 
In the decline of life he bade adieu to the 
t^harms of glory, and retired to his heredi- 
tary estate, resolving to pass the remainder 
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of hU dayiin honqufable repose^ QatUa^n9 cha?. 
pf Bdp, the wife of Gerardof Estavaykji^r^^ ^ ^^' 
^ lady equally celebrated for b^uty and j^ 
^compllghtnentg, Otho no sooner saw her^ 
than be becaoie intiamed with the most 
>'io)ent passiiQa ; Avbich pfittly by perstia* 
^ion, and partly by stratageai, be found 
ineans to gr^atpfy. This- ilHoit commerce 
was not long concealed fi^t^tn ttie vigitant 
«ye of .^ jealous hiisband. But ho dis- 
sembled his^ resenttt^ent, lAduced either by 
^nnn willingness to publisFh his own dl»> 
^lOnour, and to disgrace the noMe house 
jrom which Catharine s^ngi or ftixA a 
4i$ni(cltnatioti to part with a woman, whose 
fortune esi^entially contributed to support 
^he splendor of his establishment. Thou^ 
ftppiareiitiy blind to her infidelity, feowerer, 
he bf ded of er bi^ wmngs in secret ; and 
Mi opportunity was ifooA c^eped to htmc^ 
^tify^og hii^ reyenge, 

AmadeiM, cptmt of Sairpy, diedsodden^y, 
irhile occtt{Hed in the pioasuves of the 
ffbace. His de»tb wa» attended with cir- 
^umstaoccii wbid)^ i-n an age when acc»- 
fteats of that kind were seldom attributed 

to 
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CHAP, to natural causes, gave rise to a suspicion 
that he was poisoned. Amadeus, count of 
Piedmont being the person most benefited 
by the "event, was of course suspected of 
having hastened his end ; and as Granson 
also was known to enjoy his ccmfidence, he 
was implicjE^ted iji the imputation. By dark 
and distant hints, Gerard encouraged the 
tale, which. designated his enemy as a mur- 
derer. Though perfectly conscious of his 
own innocence, Otho possessed too delicate 
feelings to treat the calumny with . silent 
contempt. With secret pleasure he beheld 
an inquiry instituted by the king of France, 
the duke of Burgundy, and other illustri* 
ous kinsmen of the deceased, and shortly 
afterward enjoyed the satisfaction of being 
declared innocent by an honourable vote. 
Gerard, however, still persisted in his ma- 
lignant purpose, and having tried in vaia 
the effect of whispers, he came boldly for- 
ward as the accuser, offering to prove the 
trjith of the assertion in single combat 
The high rank of the deceased, united with 
the brilliant qualities of the accused, excited 
a general interest, and attracted crowds (rf 

spectators 
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spectators to an assembly summoned by chap. 
Araadeus at Berg in Bresse. Gerard there ^^^ 
repeated his charge, and threw down the 
gage of battle. Scarcely had he finished^ 
when Otho rose indignantly from his seat, 
and having signed himself with the sign of 
liie cross, addressed the assembly in the 
following words : 

*" In the name of the Holy Trinity, of 
" St. Anne, and of her blessed daughter, I 
" do here most solemnly give Gerard of Es- 
" tavayfe the lie. There are ample grounds, 
"most noble lords, upon which I might 
"defer this combat: viz. that 'we?,might 
"have time to purify our souls before God; 
" to examine our limbs, if they are sound 
" and healthful ; and to prepare our horses 
" and our arms for the fight. Such ^elay 
" however let him deniand, who is ignorant 
"of the bitter feuds which arise from pri- 
" vate controversies, or who disregards the 
^* repose of his country and^ of his priilce. 
" For my own part, I pray God, that no 

* This speech is given as nearly in the words of the old 
German^ as the idiom of our language will aBow. * 

^^ public 
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CHAP. ** pykik caUmhm may arise, from this ^# 
*'pei«OBial quafrelv Thefe lives not thU 
" man, whooar OtJiO" of Ontwoa fis^^. To* 
" oa4>irow«-*thi9 very flaotoent-Hmoit valkuit 
** kai^tf» am I prepared to vindicate ay 
** hoiumr^ and to pn»v« th^ fal^ehotod of mf 
•• antagonist. But what do I a«y ? To 
*< show that I am guiltless of the crime aI-<> 
** ledjqed against mc, I need only refer jisbu 
to the testimony of the king of Franoef 
lo that of the duke of 3urgundy, and of 
jnany other princes of that illustrious 
** jbouse^ to which the deceased helcmgi^* 
** After the most miipute investigation, they 
hai^ prooouxiced me innocent. 
** This day have I reached n)y ^ixti^th 
year. To you, who were the friends <rf 
** my jr^nnth, and ny compaoicuw in anns, 
** who have lived with jne in confta and 
** &M]ght with me in .campi^ to yaii» I appeal* 
** Knpw ye anght in .the characib^ ^ Q^o 
**■ of GriBson, nnw^trthy of his A«fae 
«< ftod of his descent? Is there an 90 
" tion in my life, which can Sgive colour to 
*5 4^0 foul an accusation P Kinsmen, and mv* 
^ vants of iht d«c8a«(Bd J to yoii, vho v«ic 

- " enriched 
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*^eork;Ued by his favours Mud bancMiPedcHAP, 
** with lias -coafidencie, to ytju I addres8.fiijr'> ^^ 
'* sdfl Whence coDaes it, if such a deed 
** has l>een actually perpetrated, that Gc- 
** nami of £stavay^ ahnuld be the only per* 
** soa to' revenge your murdered sovereign ? 
" But I know the real caqse of Jii« iovete- 
" lacy. 1 4un no strajager to those, by whose 
'*MecBU inat^ations be iia$ been vocked 
" upon td accuse me. Ungeaaerous cow* 
"ardsJ If th^<au$e wtsejmt, why fear 
« thicy to^ssertit? But they we acquainted 
" with the In^troBieat, whom tbey em^y. 
** Xhey Juiow his weak and sordid tniod ; 
" (hey know jum to be citable «f undaF* 
^takiag ite motA atrocaous actions.^ a 
^>diity br4be. With fblind subadssictt he 
** esectttes theirx^OEtuaaads. Me may Jnd 
'*ma»Qaf .however, to repeat t^ bis base- 
"aeis! I »an have a<Kie.'' 

A£kst passing aaiae moments in conaui- 
tation with bis courtieis, .Aanadeos arose^ 
aai haviagtiadiaiedbis bedytowaxdhea^^ 
iii.li»k9afef ike profi>uadeBtl«l^pect, «ross- 
adiihlBaelf ibrice^ (before he Umi addcfi^asd 
^ as8«aibled{. ** Ja the aiann^ of l^be £a 
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CHAP/^ ther, of the Son, and of. the Holy Spirit, 
^v^K ** amen. Imploring Cxod to favour the cause 
" of justice, we decree, that a single com- 
•* bat shall take place between the accusier 
•'and the accused! Let each support his 
•* rights, and may heaven make manifest 
•'thettuthr 

The seventh of August was appointed for 
the day of trial, when Amadeus promised 
to attend with his whole court at Bourg. 
The arms, allotted to the combatants, were 
a lance> a dagger, and two swords. These 
preliminaries being settled, ea^h of them 
took the accustomed oath, and produced 
twenty-two knights as sureties for his ap- 
pearance. The day arrived- From Bur- 
gundy, Helvetia, and the northern parts of 
Italy, spectators flocked in crowds, Thp 
judges took their seats. Granson appeared. 
Though illness might have afforded a satis- 
factory pretext for postponing the combat, 
he was impatient to vmdicate his charac- 
ter,and too brave to a^ail himself of a j^ea, 
trbieh he considered as derogatory fiom 
his established reputation^. ' The rivals en- 
tered the Hsts; The ^signalwas ^iVen. They 

couched 
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toutitife^ iiidr lances. The fehofck Ms ^io- chap. 
lent, and Gfatison fell. Immediately dftBr ^^j^ 
the dedih of their pd^s^fesor the lordship ot 
GiansOfl, with th6 towns of Montiighy, 
Belrinont, aiid {^t. Crbiic, were seized by thife 
cottdt of Savoy, atid uiaited to his heredi- 
tary stated without the smallest regard to 
the collateral heirs. 

Whoever wds hostile to the catisfe; of fVee^- 
dtifii, hud kti uftdl^J)ttted claifh tb the pto^ 
tfection of Aii^trik. But fortunately for 
the happiness of thahkiiid, the resources 
Ati that ambitious femify, evfett under thfe 
^t^i&it ctf hfei' mofiarths, pi-oved iijadef* 
^tiate ib th^ riia^ittlde of th^ir designs. In 
their coiidiicit to^^Jtrds Swlt2erldnd, their 
hcreditdfy (Snniity ib a republican gbvefii- 
flient Wiis itill ferth€f ^daded by th^ stin^ 
6f disapfibiiited ptide'. Mi a& success is 
kr gcftf^l <h^ b^st t6&t 6f political atldch- 
flwfirf*, efr'ery freSK fetttliaiatloA was ihva- 
fijibly dtt^Udeidf Mt!i the insuff ectioii of a 
pftt^nde^, 01' fh^' dffefSlcatioii dt an ally. 
llS«f pjB^iaifs 6t iiii§ potent family were 
M\f Miii^ bit a§ thfe" Monstrous system 
6f fddMtyiaftiiy g¥aduatty cfeclinedf. 

t6t ii. N Liberty 
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Liberty may be justly stiled the parent 
of improvernent. Thus, if we examine thq 
internal situation of Switzerland, we shall 
discover a notabje progress during thq four- 
teenth century. Those seats of licentious- 
ness and plunder, whith, secure utnder thq 
protection of feudal jpriyilege, had- defied 
the control of law, were ppw nq longer tq 
be discoyercd. The avenging spirit^ of jus- 
tice had effaced them from Helvetia, an4 
Tvith tlieni had destroyed one of the most 
fatal evils attending the feudal system, 
private wars, Tlje barons, who wqre still 
permitted tq reside within the territory of 
the Helvetic confederacy, were obliged to 

content themselves with a limited juris- 

♦ ' . . * .' ' ' ■' ' r ' •/ ■ . ' 

diction over their respective fiefs. Their 
turbulent ambition was constrained jto see^ 
a more conspicuous theatre in foreign ser- 
vice. Prudence, however, had suggeste4 
to numbers the policy of exchanging th^ 
ferocious manners of a camp for the mild 
and social habits of doniestic life. Thu^ 
we find many knights of distinguis]ied 
fame, leading the armies of Helvetia against 
the foes of freedom, or presiding pver her 

tribunals 
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tribunals in times of peacej.aud thinking ,q ha B. 
it more honourable tp fill the first departs ^ 
ments in a small but; independent. sjtat«^ 
than to languish out their irksome existr 
ence in the .brilliant servitude^ of a court> 
Even ; John of. Bonstetten^ so long distinr 
guished bj his warm attachment to the 
house of Austria and so often placed at the 
head of her armies, at length grew ^weary 
of the ungracious task ; .and, putting hii 
castlejs under the protection of Zuric, he 
requested to be adrpitted a co-burgher of 
that flourishing commonwealth. Disgusted 
with the ill success of those pl^n^ into 
which a restless spirit had continually, hur-? 
ried hini, or struck with remorse at the re-? 
collection of his former crimes, the count of 
Thorberg embraced the resolution of re« 
tiring from the world, and having converted 
his castle into a Carthusian convent, placed 
it under thp protection qf Berne. But an 
aicquisition followe4 of still greater im- 
portance. Ego and Bertold of Kyburg,- 
the only surviving representatives of the 
hpu^e of Zaringen, having been rec^ifed 
N^ " CO-? 
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eBA».<«*kwii^^«» of Btm«« trtneferred to 
^^' , that ripoblie ^o kndgmvitkte 6i Burgundy 

fetiiing to th^ possessioni in Fr^pee, 
sought the pN>^6cti<m of a govemmeiit, tb« 
priiMivpW of whieh wttt more analogous 
to their own. 

Fev o# th«M oonlraete wefo hoireror 
HadOy wi^oat stapttl^^m id favour of 
•omei dati}>gn^t> which ^dal pride was 
ttill unwiiiing to cfliqquish, and to fhe 
Reservation of -vrbich, in ecmsideraticHi of 
other advantages, the republics were tempt- 
ed to consent. Hence arose that multipli- 
eitj of loml immunities and territorial cus« 
toKS, which disfigured the chequered sys- 
ten> <^Hdvetic polity. But these are 
evils to be met with in all conntries, where 
tl» feudal system has anciently prevsaled. 
Gieat allowances ought undoubtedly to be 
Blade for the weakness and prejudices of 
mankind. Without a due attentton to 
ikim^ no pe^tieal r^nn ean be undertaken 
irKh ^e smaBest prospect of success. Tet 
l^l^to be legmlted, thai lie timldify of 

leading 
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leading men has frec^uently been led tocH^ftp. 
consent to sacrifices, which they could not ^^^^ 
approve, and which bj a mofe penevering 
spirit, ihey might perhaps have avoided. 
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CHAP- 



CHAPTER XIL 

War with Appenzet 

T^ROM the distresses of the Austrian go- 
vernment, and the degradation of the 
great barons, 'the tranquillity of Switzer- 
land appeared fo be established upon a 
more permanent basis at the close of the 
fourteenth century, than it had ever been 
since the days of Rodolphus. But at the 
commencement of the fifteen,th, a contest 
arose between the abbot of St. Gal and the 
people of Appenzel, which once more in- 
volved the adjacent provinces in all the 
horrors of war. 

From the earliest period of it's founda- 
tion, the abbey of St. Gal was deservedly 
ranked among the most celebrated semina- 
ries of the christian world. From small 
begimi^gs, it's possessions had been gfti- 
.:/;.:2 cK dually 
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dually augmented by the prudence of it^scHAP.' 
idministratort, Sind the donations 6f the XH- 
pious, till their extensiveness procured for 
it's abbot a seat among the princes of the 
empire. Such likewise was the power and 
reputation conferred by this high dignity, 
that upon every vacancy the succession be- 
came an object of contention ^mong the 
iliost illustrious families of southern Ger- 
many. Often too, as is natural in contro- 
versies of this nature, the successful compe- 
titor was inote indebted to bodily strength 
and personal courage, than to the embel- 
lishments of literature or the mild virtues 
of Christianity. Struggles like these were 
little calculated to inspire respect, or to 
establish authority; but thely afforded to a 
people, at all times jealous of their liber- 
ties, a fair opportunity of curtailing the < 
prerogatives of their prince ; who, when 
seated in the episcopal chair, found it pru- 
dent to connive at innovations, lest by too 
rigorour a retrospect he might give um- 
brage to those, whose allegiance he was too 
weak to commands 
The town of St GaU and the adjacent 
N 4 country 
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cpAfvC^Vjntyy of Appenael, were bxstth sulked. 
^JW^ tp the jurisdiction of thp abbpJt.. The ifoc-j 
' ' ^ xif^, like maoy of th^ German cities, owe4 
it'q pro^erity \a a great degijee tg» tb^ 
neij^Ubounng iQoiiast^ry- Ift procesi?, of 
ti,me, hpAyev^r, it ha4 beien raided tp t^i^ 
dignitj^ of ao, imperial city, an4 eiju^ic^ 
vith a variety ol iuiportaat pJ^v-il«?gES, 
which conferred little less %ha^^ iff^f^% 
decuce.. 

Tb^se immunities wece 0!rigi9^% &^f^ 
^ at thp ablK)t'& reiq^i^eat^ ap4r ifl^4e4 % 
a pomplime^t. 3ut they n^er*^. s^^^^iew^ 
ijmWplijed from otJ^ecijaiQtijyw. i^^iOR^ilig 
go»tentions app^af^ the s}v^ vsmm ^ 
^txa^ning the ambJJl^o];!, <^ Ijt^c^ ^a^{^ 
jirdat^, 'w:hick if 1^ ^,I^Q<Jq^p^^ l^y-lltt 
ter^. ^p4h loi^t, l?ec|9gijBif ^gesofm^ 
ti)& g^seral ifepos^. Tb,ii«rh^St.^^ i^agt 
Ofi^vely acqjniFe4 t^ "g^t os^ *f<m9i^ 
Wppejr, of holding a»^n#n^ %i^: %^^ 
h^^riog it>.a^Fopfiia,te ^mA <m ae^iftfej 
p^^«U b^{j9^ To^fee8g^j:bti^^ 

m ^^mption. ffpm. a^; i^^^iga t^jsnaiflbii 

civil processes, from pemonal 9ei!viliiii«^ 

f^9i^. tfee j»J^4Jfi^o^Ql tIPfi;iDi»ii^ bailiff, 

and 
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a^ tffm ^ ^al contribiutiQBs, so &r at chap. 
they regarded the empire. Finally, alsoa , ^'^ 
it Ql>t^^ed the invaluable right; pf h^rng 
qMJi)j|ect alone to it'$ municipal mai^^tesw 
whose decisions, even in, eapitajl cases^ wqtq 
fi^oii4 ^peat Yet noljwithstanding thesft 
^^t^^ ffKifit^,, the abbot still possessed % 
considerable pojction, of au^jority; and. 
1^ wa;;, natural enough i^ his situation, 
]^q4^ to more: th«A he possessed. A. 
Q^KH^ectii/OP, so e(^ulvocal, could n^k faii 
tfi p(Qve a constafn.t souxce of disquieitudA. 
'^ more the subject wa? oanvas^ed, tl^ 
%K^^.it ^as from bluing sistM* Botib 
^Iftjig^.g^^cir more ep^traya^nt w, thcijtf df^ 
qMK^ jffii^ to. ^sqertf^ Ui^ ^Hasfe bcmddft* 

|H^ %d^p( 0^ VAQ^^mlm w.hk^ IMPv* 

%¥' <;^ ti^% pvii^ 4^m6(i incline 191 



^2W*4|t p«!{|«n|^ i^^f to t|}ft^ ymt. Cliid^ 

terspersed 
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CHAP, teirspersed with rich pastures and comrtioi 
^j^^v^ dious cottages*, break into a thousand land- 
scapes, where nature has been prodigal of 
her most romantic charms. Behind these^ 
the Alpine summits rise in majestic gran- 
deur, and elevate the mind to ideas of om- 
nipotence, which our cultivated plains are 
wholly incompetent to inspire. 

From the earliest times, these happy 
regions had been cultivated by a hardy race 
of men, taught by liberty to encounter dif- 
ficulties from which, tinder a goverpment 
where property was less secure, the heart 
would shrink in despondency. According 
to the intricate principles of the feudal 
system, the legal sovereignty of Appenzel 
was originally vested in the kitigs of France, 
who w6re annually entitled to a "moderate 
tribute. It was pretended by the abbofcr 
of St. Gal, that this right had been trans- 
ferred -to them at an early period; and* 
tikmigh h^ithei- the existence of the grant 
notitfs exact date were ever properly' as- 
eertaifledy: -the claim had gained validity, 
and was no longer questioned. Other 
rights had devolved to th^ eaipire, which 
t^' . . •■ ) ■ was 
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was never bafckward in asserting them: and chap; 
beside these,- many of the neighbouring v^rv^ 
barons ^ were in possession of various pre- 
rogatives, constituting jointly a heteroge-^ 
neeu's form 6f polity, where among a va- 
riety of competitors for power little rdal 
authority existed*. 

Such was the situation of Appenzel, when 
Cuno of StauflFen was chosen to preside 
over the monastery of St. Gal-f-. Being na- 
turally of an ambitious temper, he sooa 
formed the project of establishing an ab- 
solute jurisdiction over the whole of that 
country, which by it's unsettled state was 
eXjIiosed to every usurpation. Still however 
it was impossiblie for him to succeed, unless 
he could get possession of the prerogativesf' 
which belonged of right to the empire. 
To this therefore he directed all his efforts, 
and conducted his plan with such consum^ 
riiate address, that, they were in a short 
timeitrEUjiferred to him by a specific treaty. 
Hernow: looked forward, with assurance," 
loii the i completion of his hopes. But a 
\ -'"'- ' -• ^"— - ^' '^] ' '■ 

-U.i-M^ MuUeo II. vii. t In 1379- 

constant 
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CHAP^con^Uint series of prosperity induced lum 
to neglect tbo^e prudential measures, which 
had hitherto directed his conduct He had 
laid down a theory of government very fa- 
vourable to arbitrary sway ; to whichi with- 
out makuig allowance for thp temper ojT 
the times, he adhered with inflexible ob^ 
stinacy. His agjents, likewise^ were eith^ 
.purposely cboseo from among mea c^ st^ 
milar di&position5| or modeUcd their actkwt 
after their empibyer's essiample. Mi ik» 
neeeasaries^ of life wei» ta^u^. The bw^ 
of Schwendt not only laid an exorbitant 
duty upon biitte]:^ cheese, and milk ; biifc 
also kept two large do^, whieb iin^^ let 
loose aguast those,, who presumed to mwr^ 
mux at the impost. The bculiff of Ap^mf 
zel waShguiUy of steta, stUl moieoppreMit«;r 
Undec pretence of the ncm-payjueai ofi 
ceitaia fees, he caused the graves to be^ 
ope]Kd„ that he might pUlage^ the deadi ol 
theit sepulchral. Qcnaaiente,. ti« hat daut 
gift of filiaL piei^, Hisi e^bortsomc weiT 
iosui^fortabLe. Industry itedfi hadr m 
plea for indulgence. Even the scanty 

savin/Ti 
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savings of poverty became an object of chap. 
tAxation*. 

Accustomed to breathe the pure air of' 
liberty on the summits of their native 
ttountainSy inured to fatigue from toil and 
industry, and habituated by martial sports 
to the show and image of war, the peasants 
of Appenzel were blessed with spirits free 
w the atmosphere in which they dwelt* 
Among a people, preserved by nature from 
the contagious lessons of polished life, the 
rices of refinement are unknown. Their 
virtues also are few, but they are untinc- 
tured with any of those factitious qualities 
which fashion cherishes, and which are 
scarcely distinguishable from their oppo-* 
site defects. Prompted by the innate emo- 
tions of the heart, they practised charity, 
that purest precept of Christianity, without 
knowing that it was enjoined by any posK 
tive law. Whoever was distressed, had a re** 
sistless claim to their assistance; whoever 
served them was irresistibly entitled to thenr 

♦MuUer, am 

gratitadtef 
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C HA P. gratitude. Though feelingly alive to every 
xii. walrmer sentiment, they had little idea erf 
those civil distinctions which have decreed, 
th^t for the exclusive bene6t of one thou- 
sands should suffer. Addressed in the 
persuasive language of courtesy, they were 
mild and gentle as the stream, which mur- 
mured through their vallies: at the ap- 
pearance of injustice^ they rose indignant 
like the mountain-torrent, which foams and 
rages. down the precipices of the Alps. 
1400, J3y ^ people of this description^ it was 
hardly to be expected, that the system 
adopted by Cuno should be long endured 
•with submission. Secret irieetings took 
place among those, whom age and expe- 
lienpe had rendered objects of genersd 
confidence. It was agreed to sound the 
public opinion, and if their countrymen 
were prepared for the effort, in the example 
of the forest-cantons to point out a prece* 
^ent. The inquiry answered their expec- 
tations. Every soul \^as incensed at the 
exactions of the bailiffs, who were univer- 
sally compared to Landenberg. and Gess- 
ler^ and pronounced deserving of a similar 

fate. 
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fate. The people armed ; the stroi^ parses 9 ^ a p^ 
were seized, and the tyrants driven away^ 
These acts of hostility were accompamed 
with a declaration, that, till they received 
ample satisfaction for the injuries which 
they had sustained, it was their firm reso- 
lution to maintain themselves in a state of 
independence. 

Though highly sensible of the affront 
thus offered to his authority, Cuno was bj 
no means in a situation to compel obedi- 
ence. Long had the monastery been a prey 
to those internal dissensions, which are too 
frequently found in religious communities. 
Domestic economy hs^d been neglected; 
while the profusion of mitred pride aug? 
mented the general embarrassment. De- 
sirous of concealing the declining state of 
the order, Cuno had recourse to negocia- 
tion, that never-failing resource of artifice 
and dishonesty. At his intercession, the 
3uabian league undertook to mediate be- 
|;ween the contending parties, and actually 
prei^nted a plan of accommodation*. 

* Taphudi. 
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CHAP. 11»* AppftfiawlfeSft Signififed t!i«t/ r^Httv 

J5L »*** *o tfejit, btit at thfe s^fti* tltne they rt- 
|)e«itM thftit ittidlutiOh. tbf th«fr ftittiUfe 
*€ctif ity, however, thdy iiWisted that thfe 
fliftgiStmtdS, thdugh *Ubj*(*t f6 tM abhQfk 
approbatioA, dhCmld be tti6s6ii by th^tt«> 
«elves. No "«frls6r eotidition tiotild hkt^ 
been proposed. If complied With, it Ifii^t 
hate preserve inviolate th* right* df the 
abbey till that fatal peHod, \irheii m rtgllls 
•wett any k>ng«f dacred. Blit th€ (jQtttidft 
was artftiHy evaded, and the peidple pfer- 
soaded to lay down their arm^ trpon a 
vagae s^ui^dgo, that notfaittg should ht 
att^aptod, whitJh was cofltrary to theii' drf« 
ddnt privilegesf. 

■Whatever tnay have been th^ abbot** Iti- 
tenticMts, fm agents were Httkj dis^pos^d it 
MM thid engagement. Tbey retcrrfted t6 
th^ offied with a deekled resdftftiott 6f 
QMking the i«bel&snM»rt fof thdf cfisObe* 
<*fene«w Fe«oditf resentniem beteg flto 
addtfdfo tb«iiindi« loY« of ^presis^ii, A«y 
00 seofitr m&mei tiiek- IbddeiOiiM, ^<M 

j4oi. they seized the principal leaders of the po- 
pular faction, hopitig \ty their imprison- 
ment 
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ment td intimid ate the rest *. When Ptcn chap. 
yidence determines in its mercy that a peo- XH. 
pie shall be free, it seems as if the gOYern* 
ment were irresistibly driven ott to adopt 
the very measures, which are best calcu-* 
lated to excite resistance, and which caa 
alone excuse it. 

Sjo flagrant a breach of public faith ex- 
cited a general ferment,. Both St. Gal and 
the. neighbouring towns were loud in their. . 
cojnplaints; and judging froni this treat-^ 
ment what they rtiight themselves expects 
should the abbot succeed in crushing the 
Appenzellers, they entered into an alliance 
with them fpr their mutual security -f-. , 

Exposed on every side to accumulating 
dangers, Cuijo again resorted to pallia-* 
tives; flattering hinxself by partial con- 
descensAODs to appease the storm^ an.d 
trusting to chancfe. for the 6vent. Rut as 
he absolutely refused to listen to any com-^ 
plaints . against his agents, the insurgent^ 
easily penetrated his design^ and, discover^ 
ing that his only object was? to g^in time^r ^ 

* Mulkt, II. viL t Id. ib. 
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c HA p. ffe\7 oncfe rtiore to Attas, A fomial d^ptitv** 
.^Ji^ tfon \r5afe 8<iAt to tk<^ tiidnastery, re(|uiring 
sstistactkHD, m antiouM^mg a decict^d reso-^ 
hx(aim to offatadn it Too proud to C9tkp\y, 
yet too Weak to resist, the abbot was 
aisrined at tins tone of 6niities»; and <($< 
sembling the community, represosted io 
them in livdy colours the perils to wliich 
diey wdre exposed, and verged the neces- 
sitf of abim^oning their splendid retreat, 
and confidntg in hesaven for pfdHtdctkm, 
The advice i»as instantly adapted. The 
priory was deserted, and fhe church dmt. 
All religipus^eereJindn^s ceased « all cbarit« 
able donations vrete sttspet^d. This hasty 
dtci^on, which at first sight strikes os as 
tlie effect df dieapair, was in fa*ct TeccMOr 
MNMled by the soundest policy, and an 
krtimate knowledge of the huanm heart. 
The t^nds of the people were not yet pre- 
pared for such drn events In his qaaHity of 
* tenfpo¥td prince, they felt no feiuctance 
in opposing the tyrantiical meastnres of stbe 
abbot; but in his spiritual capacfl^ they, 
still approached him with reverence and 
avire, trembling at the bare idea of in» 

curring 



Digitized by 



Google 



cunrrortbe ceusufesof the ohiirch) aad of chap 
heiog thus deprived of those unposingpar 
gcantries^ wbich tlie pomp of liomish rite», 
when administered by so high a dignitarys 
has bkaded with religion to the delight aa4 
astoaishment of vulgar understandiogs. 

Bepea^ted attempts were again made by 
Ae Suabistii league to promote a reconcilif* 
atioiH and it was sug^ted that the abbot 
should appoint his officers from among the 
natures: of Appemiel. But the qfiestioa 
of taxation was prud^tly referred to the 
imperial diet. These conditions would pro- 
bably iiave been deemed satisfactory, but 
the mo^ material point, the aUiance with 
thetoiwi of St. GaJy was still unsettled.—? 
To dMerxsHise thi^ was a less easy task, as 
the {^ople insisted tibat it was a pght in- 
herent in the condition of man to associa4:e 
formutuai defence; while the ai)bat pre^ 
tended, that such an act was subversive of 
his authority, and contrary to their ajlagi- 
Slice, After nmch deliberation, however^ 
it was fmally agreed to submit th6 c^ues- 
tion to the burgopiaster of Ulm ; ^a man of 
that specious character, which generally 
O 2 passes 
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CHAP, passes for virtuous, and who understood the 
^^^- , value of a fair reputation too well to part 
with it for a trifle. But the magistrate had 
been previously gained, and gave the fol- 
lowing decree: "That both St. Gal and 
Appenzel should enjoy all their ancient pri* 
vilegesin the fullest extent, but that the 
league between them should be dissolved, 
on account of it's wanting it's nK)st esstcntial 
requisite, the sanction of the abbot*." By 
this sentence, Cuno gained every, thing, for 
which he had contended. For the St. Gal* 
lers, preferring interest to honour, were 
tempted to sacrifice a weak ally, tathe in- 
convenience which they su£fered from the 
deserted state of the priory; and the Ap- 
penzellers, abandoned to thenvselyes, ap- 
peared no l6nger formidable. ^ But minds 
like their's were superior to the vicissitudes 
of fortune. During the summer-months, 
many of their young men had served un- 
der the banners of Claris, in an expedition 
against Coir^, in order to recover some cat* 
tie which had been carried away by force. 

* Muller, B.ll. c.vii.. 
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During this excursion, they had witnessed chap. 
all the comforts which the Schweitzers en- ^^^ 
joyed under the benign influence of a free 
constitution, and wore prepared to risk their 
lives in pursuit of a* similar blessing. Ideas 
of this nature were little Calculated to pro- 
mbte a reconciliation. A naessenger arrived 
with the articles. The people were sum- 
moned to hear them read. With mute at- 
tention they listened to the degree, till they 
came to the clause, by which their union 
with St Gal was JtnnuUed, They could 
beariK) more, but with a general impulse ' 

of indignation^ unanimously exclaimed, 
" W^ are betrayed A We are betrayed! and 
our only redress is in the sword !^ 

Forsaken by those, in whom they had 
reposed unbounded confidence, nothing 
now was left them but their courage. On 
this and on Heaven they relied, determined 
either to obtain independence, or to perish, 
in the attempt. Accordingly they dis- 
patched messengers to the confederate can^ 
tons, imploring , succour. By $ve of the 

* Mailer^ B. II. c^vii. . 

3 cantons. 
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CHAP- cantons, \vho were unacquainted vrith tk6k 
xiL resources, and who saw no immediate ad- 
vantage in the connection, they were re- 
ceived with neglects Glaris, indeed, left 
it's citizens at liberty to follow their own 
i)iclinations, and two hundred of them 
instantly took up arms. Bat Schweite 
alone— Schweitz, who if she had fK)s- 
gessed the ability, would have imparted 
liberty to all mankind —* espoused the 
cause with ardour, end at the request of 
the Appenxellers sent Werner Amsel and 
Peter Lori, men distinguished for talente 
and integrity, to undertake the directicto 
of their affairs, in the place of the bdilfffs 
who had fled*. 

Trtife abbot who despised tht enemy in 
their insulated state, assumed a mote 
haughty tone. Anxious, however, to pre* 
serve an appearance of candour, hedeput* 
ed Enas, a confidential servaiit, to dffer more 
moderate'terms, accompanied with the pro* 
iliise of a general ainhesty, provided;they 
retnrned to their alfegiance without loss^f 

*MuB0rB.II.c.r- 

time. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HEXVDTIC RJ4»UBUCS. 1^9 

time. Tke AppenzelUxs told the isaes« chap. 
aonger, " That he was cqme t^o Ule ; for\J^ 
" that wear^4 out wiXh a^ce find ill- ^ 
** tceaton^ot, itheir' dmtiny Ma» at leoglh 
** dectdod/aad that they .now bslDoged to 
^ the tHdTQtic confederacy/' ** Yourlord 
"will reduce yoiL to obedience, and spec-. 
** dily too," cried Ems with a scornful smite. 
" We trust in God, and in our5wordsi"jne-. 
^ned .the Appenzellers ; and the knight 
iadt^antly rode aKay>*. 

The deibision being thus referred . to .the 
chance «f war, the abbot invited ^1 the 
iwi^^iKluring barons ,tp join ;him in ilio 
field. The ^poai^ ^8S«^bled, ynder the 
wall* of the a^bbey, to .the .numbftr of ^vib 
%aiP|itnd. »Thei.^s»tijiekjbeheld them from 
^vheight^,.and gai^e^ihe aigs^l for batUe, 
vitioh nfivr resouifded ^fcH" the fir»t time 
among the nipuntaios of Appeaa^el. Haviog 
secelyed A4>ai:tiag bkasing from their pa- 
rents,' tbe >young men quitted .their native 
viila|{e6,.and.f}poked.tathe defence of their 
country. About two thousand of them, 

* MuUer, B. II, civii. 
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CHAP, nnder the command of Hartz, took post in 
xiL an advan1;ageou8 position on the summit of 
the Vogeliqsee, near the village of Speicher. 
Thence a road descends, thrbugh a hollow 
way, to the town of St Gal, which is built 
at the foot of the mountain on the banksr 
of the rapid Steinach. The declivity is 
, rough Jartd rocky, and in many places pver^ 
shaded with thick and tufted trees^** 
• While Cuno entertained the commanders 
with magnificence in the monastery, provin 
sions were liberally distributed to the 
troops, who passed the night in mirth and 
revelry. By tiie Appenzdlers it was spent 
in prayer, and in preparations for the ap- 
proaching battle, which was to decide their 
future; d^tiny. At the daWn of morn, they 
ate their frugal meal, and having occupied 
the m<tet advantageous posts, in awful ex- 
I>ectation^ awaited the enemy's attack**^ 
With palpitating hearts they beheld them 
marshal their forces under the walls of St. 
paJ. In a regular column they ascended thg 

♦ Tschudi, Muller, B. II. c. 7. 
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luU,and gained the lioUow #ay,uiteonscioui5CHAP. 
that a detachment of five handled men 
from Schweitz and Claris was concealed 
in ^ adjacent thickets. Unmolested, they 
were suffered to proceed. But no sooner 
had they passed the defile, than they were 
attacked in front by the Appenzellers ; 
while the Schtyeitzers,,r ashing from the 
woods, fell furiously upon their rear.' Their 
situation now became critical. They were 
surrouEded by the enemy, yet were pre- 
tented by the nature of the ground from 
forming any correc^t estimate of their num- 
bers, or knowing toward which quarter to 
direct their efforts. Judging however firofli 
their fears, that the chief force of the insur- 
gents had been collected near the hollow 
way, they resolved to gain the heights^ 
where the country opened, and afforded 
room for military evolutions. But scarcely 
had they advanced ai few step?, when the 
irmiii body of the Appenzellers appeared* 
iaiight. They were drawn up in close kr- 
wy, and had chosen their ground so judici* 
pusly, that their army seemed far more nu« 
werous than it really was. Their appear- 
ance 
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cHA^F.^ot Ukewi9e, was miUt^iy* their counter 
v^^ nances undaunted, and thmr fwms rqhmL 
Tlie confed^^tes novt perosived thefuil 
extent of their danger. , To cetxeat irasdif- 
$cult; to advunce impossible. Notbbg 
therefott remained but to attempt by.aa 
apparent flight to draw the en^ny into the 
plain, where .the sviperiontjr of numbers 
might prove decicive. A mtreaJt was ac- 
, cordingljr sounded. The fonemost ianks 
&H back ; and the Appekue^krs, pwnofiei* 
Biaking great havoc v;ith their bows and 
halberds. Meanwhile the rear mistaking 
the intention of their >commaodei^, tbnar 
down their .arips, and. fled with .piecipUa* 
tion to the ^tes otf St. Gal, Availing them- 
selves of the geneml confusion, the nienx)f 
3ohweitz and Glaris lost no time in occcn- 
pying the vacant ground, so that the ad- 
vance body was.completdy.cut.oC 

I^Tom this R^mwit the conttemation be- 
cain^ univ^nsal. Nothing was tboaglif«f 
but 'flight. JSostie jsou^t.fo^ ^safety in the 
woods. Others presented their. swords to 
the victors, imploring mercy fr(»n a giSDe* 
rotts ( foe. Few would bav£ ^escaped, had 

not 
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not humanity, and the TjecpHeption of for^ CHA?. 
aaer friendship, pl^ftded strongly ip tbe<r ^^^^ 
favour^. Oqe instance amoc^ P^ny, ive 
feel ourselves bound to record. Hai:tmaii 
Ringli, being mortally wounded, besought 
his advetpsary, whose uplifted arm was pre- 
paring to repeat the blow, to sps^re bis Hfe: 
** I am already dying," said the bleeding 
soldier^ ^^but Ihdvea wifeaud in&nt child 
^^ at St. Gal, whom I would fa\xi^€mhmf» 
♦* onceraore/' *^ Thou shalt embrace ^PW/' 
mplted the geoeroos victor; aiMl raising, hu» 
in his am», he turned *him to the gates of 
the twrn^ whettce he de^jf^t^hed A:i»i^$en^ 
gwr to his family with the tidings of his dis- 
tress. His wife hastened to his assistanset 
imd be (Spired m her arqis-f*. 

;Elatewith victory, the young mea .^(h 
tfeated rperaiission to storm theto/wn. .SiiJt 
their oonHnanders satisfied with the coBr 
qaest'ofr£3urrbanner8, prudently restrained 
this ihtempei ate ardour* Aware however 

* Upward of three hundred were jili^iti> and aqioi^ them 
several persons of 'distinction. According to TschudI; the 
AppeiueQ^r^ tost mAj e%bt meat 

t Muller/B. II. c. vii, 

that 
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CHAP, that the abbot would seize the first oppor-r 
tunitj of renewing hostilities, they lost not 



a 'moment in providing for tlieir future se* 
curity/ by destroying the castles of Glaux^ 
Schwendi, Sconenbuhl, and Horisau, with 
many other seats of feudal tyranny. They 
likewise miade incursions upon the lands 
belonging to the priory, plundering and 
carrying off whatever they could find. Ex-» 
Jyeditions of this nature were attended with 
the double advantage of giving animation 
to their own troops, and disheartening those 
of the enemy. For they well knew, th&t 
to inspire respect, was the only certain 
road to a safe and honourable accommo-* 
dation. ' . r ^. 

1404. Meanwhile the citizens of St. Gal, whose 
commerce had severely suffered from the 
war, grew urgent with the abbot for peace; 
But having sounded the disposition of Fre- 
deric duke of Austria, and finding that both 
he and the barons of Thurgau were inclin- 
ed to support his cause, he turned a deaf 
ear to their solicitations, $poke contemptu- 
ously of the mountaineers, and in terms of 
unbounded arrogance, magnified hi§ own 

r^ources. 
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resources. Perceiving therefore that no- chap, 
thing was tp be obtained from the mode- ,^SL 
ration of Cuno, they wisely resolved to 
provide for their own security, and made 
a separate peace with Appenzel. Cuno 
was so incensed atv this prudent step, that 
he again quitted the monastery in disgust, 
and transferred all religious ceremonies to 
Wyl, where the fraternity possessed another 
fief*. 

The Appenzellers, on their part, were not 
ioactive. In order to secure friends and 
adherents they established, wherever they 
came, that system of independence, which 
they themselves prized beyond all earthly 
blessing?. This politic measure produced 
the desired eflfect The cry of liberty re- 
sounded from every mouth. All the pea- 
sants rose, in arms. But it is no less c\i^ 
rious\fharti melaacholy to remark the signi- 
ficati^ which in all periods of history has 
been attached by tlje unenlightened vulgar 
to the idea of freedom. Among them, it 
is synonymous with licentiousness: they 



* Muller, B. IL c. vii. 
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crtA P. distinguish not between making the rich 
^^K poor, and the poor rich. To an nngovero- 
ableDiiob the former is the work of a single ^ 
hour; but tile latter oiiifortunately exceeds 
the efforts of benevolence, and is contrary to 
the established course of nature. 

Meanwhile the abbot, Whose solicitations 
irerfe strongly seconded by all the neighs 
bouring barons, became every day more 
importunate with Frederic for assistance. 
I'o give greater weight to their petitions, 
they represented Appen^l a* a secondf 
Schweitz, but rendered more fonnidabie by 
the alarming precedent of successful rebel- 
lion, and led by hau^tiness of character 
#6 aim at pre-eminence in guilt: They 
added, that if by the supineness of Austria, 
they were suffered to acquire strength, and 
to incorporate with the Helvetic confede^ 
racy, no human force could any longCT re- 
sist their destructive progress, but thilt the 
ruin of all feudal governments must speed- 
ily ensue. However indifferent he might 
ifeel to tihe interest of others, Frederic was 
by no means insensible to his own. From 
that moment he regarded inactivity as dis- 
5 graceful. 
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graceful, and pUbliclj dkclated his intea-CHAP. 
tion of chastising the rebels in person* JsJ</ 

The AppenaeBeps heaixl of these pro- 1404* 
l»ratioiis with dismay. But ad they were 
resolved to d^end themselves to the 
kst extremity, a genisrai a^embly was 
sufflmon^d to cobsider the ptt:>peiiest mode 
of resistance. The people met. Suspense^ 
and agitatiou were ^delineated on eveiy 
Imtow. 

In this anxious moment of alai^, Ru«* 
dolfA count of Wapdenberg pres^ittti hiea- 
self before them . He was descended f rottt 
the illustrious house of Mj(»tfort, which 
WHS now divided into three brandiea. 
Comit Montfort, of the red bannerj, having 
sold his patrtmoDtal estates to the.hou^ of 
Austria, no longer interred in tht affairs 
of Switzerland. But Werdenberg, <^ the 
hUckh^ame^y h&d once possess^ extensive 
fiefs in Suabia, hi the Rheinthal, aad in 
Rhaetia. Frcudenberg was his residenoet 
the ruins of whtth are still visible on a IxXk 
near Ragaz. Few barons surpassed hira 
in wealth, and fewer in reputation; but 
none in misfortuner For diiring a family- 
contest 
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CHAP. contest mih his cousins of the while ban- 

XII 

' ner, Austria, by artfully supporting the 
weaker party, and thus keeping alive the 
seeds of dissension, found means to possess 
herself of the whole contested property. 
John, the father of Rudolpli, had borne 
arms in the Austrian service, and was en- 
trusted with an important command in the 
war against Claris. After the fatalbattle 
of Naefels, he would have gladly renounced 
his brilliant situation, to have purchased 
the friendship and alliance of the victors : 
but mistrusting the sincerity of his profes- 
sions, they rejected the offer* Nothing 
therefore was left to him, except to con- 
tinue in his former situation; though in 
supporting the splendour of his rank, he 
was reduced to the necessity of mortgag- 
ing his lands and castles to the ungratefnl 
power in whose service he dissipated his 
fortune. At his death he left four sons, 
to. whom he had little to bequeath, beside 
an illustrious name and the purest prin- 
ciples of honour.* 

* Tsjchudi^ vii. 

At 
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At.hisrentfaiftet ftudpjf^was retevredou^r. 
with sikiltt MJhHUshmeal ; Iblr iits rank atone Jf^!^ 
was siiiffiti#nft to ^ronte: sitaftitioii ta the 
l]»re«6t& ofmm, m y«t siJi^Qquianted wth 
his princi^0»» B^mairkibg ^e e&tct m}^h 
bis {yreseooe hft4 ptoducedi^ he ^afAemito 
Femove. ibeii' dtivMt», In «» «k0nt, but smi* 
mated ;sp«9cK he i»piN>bft^d ihP Gj<tte}tjr 
amd iiiittstiee wibi^htbadint^nia^jr qb9r¥if 
tented tbe Anvitmn govemment^ f^t^ftom 
wbkh noae Itiid (tuffetod moite. ^eyei^ tb^n 
himself; and then oer^timied i|i'^: ifol> 
kwriog TPQords: ** I keciw tbait it,,is th? 
^ duke's inte^OB 40i«tt|ic}g jfpu with: a 
* &>iinidaUe''fpro0s laiid tt^eiefoEe! <^o ;I 
** proffer. yotf^jT «ei?viQw. . iTifee h^ne^ ^^ 
** united by: tbe b<M)d«ioC^9^i^, wl^ijteyer 
^ may be: their county, iM?)theif>«i|)()«#tipq 
" in life. 'The oppi?e8&e4'bav#ipae conun^ 
^ attise to defend. lA > 34pot^ . Qffi^ 
" youl«».aw»; BetbatPfpeipyi^ff^l 
** fot neiKer did ta, trmt^ boai; ^ > If^ f^ 
" for distinctions: letjfpft.jl^ JiJ»|MJfP«il> ■ 
" 8eire$,.,a free peasaft|:,{ygi^\ 4i)l^eQ«e]. . 
" Some mibcaiy «kiUr»-fl biepi^ i^otj^f at-t-* 
" my past experience gives me. That,- 

VOL. II. -IP ** and 
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^^ -letiticssbftiidti^f 4«9potiim Jh«s<'ikft/ But 



if- ivkat I Hd^ i* ' your'8^' Tc > )i ve : rwith 
4''i$'^ii/ and' (($"4ife in'.tiie'-tsuiidvigiorioQs 

^^-fctHQggte, is^'albdintl 'reijuii^^r' 

Th« App^feellers "^refei bol stnitigeri to 
th&> High f reputation, whi^h- ' Rad^lph «»< 
j)py«<d. Tbey kiad <$t|eA behsd bhxf praised 
fei< military skill, /oi'intttgr&y of )«haaradber, 
fthd 'f6t a dice sense df h^6uri Kd sooner 
therefb«*e had k€)inish(Kl<hi6»d«scoiirse than 
a'^iferklburstof tfpprobifaiof) announced 
thMir^W^icctoei ' iWitil^ 'takeft -an oath of 
fidelR;:^, tind kfd-^id^ all the distinctions 
Af ' Wiifl?; kfe" assiimed the 1 fUstic ' garb and 
iSih^(e''*Ba¥ri4Vs*6P'a' •ishppherd. From 
ttisit^y, h;ig!*fcW hbi(tfyli«!tbeiesteeni'of 
fifis^'aclbpt^^'leHbw.-^itisensv^'- Indeed, .so 
sti'hftg' -wras "^Mfe' ^ilripresfeion'o^ -liis . virtues, 
fhci'i^o tmbbtMjilfed4he coniidenGe which he 
im[|ilreld,'.that^it'flK6'i«fefi©Wal.of<tbe -war Jie 
#^ it^^inted'^^ iM' •tjhi^f 'ooniTaaQd by 
oH^nftJu^ 6i<ki^»t.'-»i • - ...■>.. 
1405. • ^ -JT^vithsftftidifig^RiS hpparent indolence, 

B^alftii^^^waiif^i^hted with - the' c^poftii- 

. ',-£:! I' .ct: lyrM i.-.- .-,- .- •' • 

■^ nity 
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h pity of taking the lich abbey of St. Gale ha; P. 



ii nnder liis'|>rot«action/ a^d begab to as- 
! seiaWefaa army "early in the inonth of 
s Inne*! Being immediately jdited by most 
:,' of the nobler fileoi 'Hiurgau, he divided his 
03 idnsesiato two bodies. ■ At !^e head of one 
fe ki'appeared in pi^rsow'Hektte the' toniti 'of 
t Sl/i©al, whi«sbJha4 decl^t«d fopAppen^l,' 
[ atid ivas defeiid^ by a garrisoK' of fouf 
, hundred- Appei^Kill^s. The ' tother body 
t vrm direpted -to penetrate taUi Ap^nael 
I i]iy wayidf the Elieihthal, and totittack the' 
t insurgents -whereyer tfcey could be found. § 

fe Rud^ph was alf ai«P of «tHeh: inteiitions, and 
r. prepared to oppofee' them. With his litttei . ^ 

force>'he «o»k posb ftpott the Arleniberg, id 

s a ppditiiki wh€fre he oouB watch the mo^ 

t tioMbftheienettlyy and be at liberty to act 

as r<firouiiistanbe8> niight rieqiure^ ! : On the 

47th of vjune, idbe A<fstrians adrailecid Horn 

Alitettbni;irith a vieve to force'Wertteiiberg 

ia his<i«iitMfnchiiient9. The tnbrnilng irtagi 

blotfdy atid soon turned tiy rain; A de-~ 

tachitken t of two hundr^ archen^ 'was sCai 

forward to scbutthe country, aivd o^enst 

l^aisage throcrgb a narrow de^, by wbitfll > 

P2 it 
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chap: it jva? necessary to' 9»qbiu1 the moantain; 
A» the :V«mguaH proceeded, nomolested, 
the mainhoflDf w^fi^pttt in motion. WlttoDt 
9i)posititot) they nAv9tac&d,hvit.mA wiiJKmt 
difticnlty; for.tbenain hadiehdeved the 
ground, so islippery, .that it syac. scarceljf 
|»os9>^f«i^ them t(>.keepi|:bfiir.leet. HavH 
iog ^(iKip/ed timm to approach the sammit 
^ the. mcwotein, jRttdiolpti perceired th» 
fuH fidY«Qil»gr of hi» 9ilfi^tieQ^,itod knt not 
Ik momeikt to jbnpmTe it» .A body of £9iir 
hundred .m«n ^s^ ordefied to begiAthir 
4:i»n}|»9t> : Fnom thfr ixppi^nding Jifeigh^ 
they roiled doKVfi- pQi^mimn9^fm^<m tb« 
foe, y^ An ^ccQHnfciof tfef.«wnitott5i|nftr 
ttfrj3«£tJi«iEir)iads.iref^^H bel9(Wv<h$flEu In 
spilie «| learfirjr Qh^&tsu^kihp^wfiTjeriithejFvpeiw 
$eveoed?«'tli#Mgh in' SflneT^wnrdeii tiU i^^begr 
gained) thr«iii|snit;. vhtndiki>^.htholA tb* 
noi^ Jbsdjr «£i Ibe Appensctt^ss: 'Arahrn n^ 
ia^ft}i9»j ,1W»ko^ gave thii;si!gnfd.'to'ei^ 
gsge. Wilk9F.oid inhmuywiMftbed upon 
thb fifiemy,.wd iwhere^ffcJici presented 
Iwe^^lf .t||« SNufcs. weJK.1 jkweJiiN*^ fEvery 
£ifi9itOs({9#i?e ^oailTt^ltdL^. 61V&W hi» 
iitfi9l<;k.v jThfi:4bistid»n )p«nti.w«rtirffd«Red 
'- L ^ useless 
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ttselelsf by tlie vfelehce of the tiiik* /: ubilig 6Ua p, 
lft;e fia,tiifte of thegrouft^opieratiGFd stffon^l^ 
to tfceii**prejudi€iei Yijlii* ipite of eineiy 
ditodvsinitage they maktamcid tlte: eontedt 
with ft de^e of «^tin&o[f^ wMefe did 
bOAouf to tbetr militftYy diame^j ^d 
which- mij^ have tendered <be «ve«ii uff^ . 
certain, had not one of tho^e uAe^ieeted , 
occurrences, which ate> =50 fhequient in the 
ditnceOf M^r^ deoidtedthd combat. Dtir- 
htgilht heat of tte coiifli^ty a u«unero(»g 
troop, habited iti whitie^ wa^ i9«ien dn the 
opjjoaite Ml!: I^ppOiimg ifca reinfofc©. 
[" meHt frond some - 6f t]M- adjaeetiifi cantons, 
' and fearful of being attacked in flank, the 
Austriaha fled withpreetpitodon. Rudolpb 
tarn pqKKsed: fei^ai^d -ntith redoubled, aatf 
dfottr, and drove thfr tntthy h€(tfte him «ifl 
they reached the banks of the Rhine; ^iv- 
mg BO qjuartpcf . M I^ngjb, »^tWte<J wit^ 

hiMnofspUl «lStiieir.alne«hd»oe!.tbey>eB(;4gBd>i!wbw)l 
fmAted <tb«D -to keep ifaeir fctt) BOlwtUMtaliding ibe 
tlipperiness of the soil, 
t Among a yanetj^faf bMitAces, which national gra* 

•■ . .\ PS, slaughlec, 
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214 HlSlOEy OP THIL . 

CHAP.slnufhta*^ tbe troops retvirned from the 
pursuit, and hastened with grateful hearts 
to acknowledge then* ohligatioft to those 
who had so essentially coiitrifouted to their 
success ; wh^n to th^ utternstonishtuetit 
they beh^kl their own wive$ and dai^hterSf 
who had rendered thenasplvjBs thp partners 
of their glory t* 

Duke Frederic no sooti^ learned the 
disastrous fate of his atmyt than be raised 
the siege of St, Gal j during whick, he \md 
already experienced^ so galUnt a resists 
ance, that he etitertained no h^)|>e of trac;- 
cess- Pirecting bi$ 90Ui^ toward Ai:bdOi 

titilde lias I'ecorded, die fblloiwiiig spears to"toerit^ti» 
Stieiittoii bl pdittvnty.^ IHp Hotadi a br^ve jaioqptaiiiffri 
lieiQg aiitro)iQded hy twelve of ibe .enemy $ 4i9<^infiii tp 
auirejfuler. ^tvipg plficed hia back .^g^ns^ a shepba-cr^ 
hutf he for a long time maintained the unequal contest^ 
defending himself "witW his halberd> ^11 he laid ^e.^l 
them dead at his feet. Unable to force him from his poat^ 
^ jJMplHi»hsdtha bKima to;iBtifire ^nkm }uAi\iikre 
^ooniBe amiM aa longpr. Tkp nMm bam^^ Jomi 
hp esj^^jed in d^th theconsoiatieii, t6 ^nMchJiismignaBU 
ffiouf, soul aspired^ of bsving never yielded to man. (Mk^*) 

,;r: .. . t Mulkr,»b/... ; -/ . • . • .'^ 

ii_^ :: ^ garrison 
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^^ms st^piise^t l^a^ lietabhmeni tiom the cti AP) 
gamsdniOflStl' Gal, who fioa* their intiu« 
ihfUi k]k>wled^ctf^the'ccmhta*ythad gadiiedi 
a mtii^ upoarhim^ and^fdU fariously <w 
his FcaTi' ' irhtie ' m^chtng i in thd jgpeatest 
dndrdeh ^Frbddric kncaediately idolleded 
l;^60atCered;tooQpsy and presented ba^d^l 
Bdi his oppcments^ tjoo prudei^ta jiski tfae 
ddtaiitagriirhiGh>tU6j had alreadjiociJiaiahiH 
od^ dOBi^nted t^imd^vest wi^ lUara 
Ihejedemy dwriag thtkv'vetrsis^z s^.v^Aooi 
^ >£Hksperateflt'ak thqir/ itepcvted :^i»caiq 
mges^ IVedisiTC .isKi^ed^fo^^^ 
oiiior^^of iretticiviiigTtb^ tarmsbdi loitDior^a^ 
hb* iirnte^/biid! deJbermi^JE^d toi ftna^oDius ^^ 
^t mme^ ^^diiei ii6 ^Uy ai^aoddoBil :: the 
Wi^j^prifce* lostbad tiidM9£»elD£vi^ 
iMsqctJ^ysto lftM^riiQk,jasihfi!k€^raiQtfiQ0ta^ 
lt$iGgait)<idi!til^.)Iib6h>tiBia}'ir y^h ai» jnteM 

^giien^i md «rtgfc* ii^y^evgi y»R:^ Ibtai b^0(«* , 

(kjJfi^tufliscreetllEjr Hiip»«l*tcl.ltt«|i>'>jbun^ 
ppuili^r,vxV[h(infenj|^ye4 SiUisr. prittfhl «if > 

..r.,.'.. -^ii P4 This 
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CHAP. This couortter bttd a ttiatre&s, vrfao poaacasol 
'/ his entire couideoce; and that mistsress 9 
OKnre feyoitred loreiV from wbotai db^ kept 
notUog coocealed.. Thin» in a favr. hmasy 
the secret spread through the camp;. and 
toe of the ofBcera^ who bad a fhetid m 
thia hdeliki anny^ found an ^ppoitranly to 
wiro him oif.the impending -dan^r. . Tba 
uiteQiigeBoe wm instant]^ oomtmuncatsd im 
Wentenbeisg; who with; Mb usoal activity 
took measureiB to defeat thescbeme. Having 
pieced a choientracf) in ambnscade, he fell 
»Qddc|]}jfcU|x>n the enem^, irbile tbey were 
ascending the mountain: in foil assurance 
ef^ameas^ tricm>pb, and attacked! th^a 
with soebimpetupsity, that i^y were toi* 
^ble >ta witbsteXMl Uie shock, Ealtying 
bmteoer in a^"8hcvt time, ^ivf t^o^ pdi^ 
Htaha chui€fa» wbere tbejr d^nded Upeta^ 
sdivee wathsa^ bbetinate talo^y, that t^ 
Appemieltert sttHbrod seiaett^jt bef<bre; th/t^ 
vare «ble to cbsfadge tbeu. But. ^eti 
« Ikmy^ ones gave way, tbe confiiKfott ih» 
in^ttrievable ; «» that iipwaird of Ifool 
liondiQed periih^il m the ifiigbt, Fr^diBtic; 
Wll9 ^t^ n^maibed 4ft; tbe ft>ot of the 

mountain, 
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iamaOiaxtt, in pioad expeclaitiidti' ot' i)6evag t'li Ap. 
tfaerebe}obte&br<t(aitlir-ift ^teiii to Ms ^^^' 



eampt n^ sootier behtttt bi^ tH>0ps pour- - 
log down in idi8(miiev,< Uidn b<3 lost alt reivabt 
for- ivauv : Otrerwkeloied' iviith divine atnd 
disapfMiBtment, lie took a' bastjr }eave of 
the batons of 7%tirgati) ;jk<a4l T&s,ign\ttgth6 
eomina'tid^ to tbe oouAfe> of foggeubarg, 
instened to lospm^ to di^wn ihe reeoU 
lectiob oFhis pastdisgraces^itf Che^aiures 
and achii^oti <of a cmirt ^i 

liberated from imhie^'te'dangisr, ttie 
Appensieners a^ St. Gallers^ eoxi^Iaded ad 
aHituieeoff&iSsivli stad^ ^^dktuive, for liine 
years: But such #(td the'peputatio^yW&icb 
fhefornA^had acquired 6y their briffiarft 
ex{)Iofts, that many of ttfe* adjacent towns 
and bakronft^sent depttlliiei Ifo court tKeir 

Werdenberg was the daiding of his ne^^ 
associfttea'j wh*,-iittiMda to tfetibni^ense 
feri'setH^fctefe', ated %<^»*lnS *Vt¥y^thifeg withh 
mth6')ebitlf»j« of«h^iH#h>vMc^f, f^Mled 
ttteT«9oRrtiotf of rettoHrighihr^o feis heredl^ 
tary.-ettates'. ■■ ' ' '' ■■" ■■ •' • 

'■■■» After 
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CH AP. A^r a maitb^ ifi wbidbihey experiencfid 

pro«^to Werdedib^iigii by a tnx]|>tof' pea- 
sants, tirho b&il^ithi? wiiowBed idoseendeot 
<^ their f<)innQr<k)rd»:'vrii!ii shouts of truunph. 
Pelighted vrith. oxpressuons of igratitiide, 
wluch flowed s|)iQ0tiM)eou8]^ from the heart, 
an4Tv)u<^ ^^ hfgb^t^stimony to.ilte.Tiiv 
tues of his aalBesioi:$,^.Bw)jdilpht ithaok«d 
them fw, tbcir.fidelity, jji: <;h^>h0»p»t< Iftu^ 
guage of a friend* !:l^.Mt,fat tb.e.9att>«.tiiue» 
he sigoiifi^d.a' wiah pf;;i:esig9ipg all^ fcos he- 
teditvy.,honou¥»'.^a ib}»^ yjQung^r brother 
^nd.of passing t^, r^m^ieder^ilf vlH».d»|!rs 
among that gaUaii^^peftple,: to.vbnse. bj»f>f 
pinoss h^. bad;asfp<5iftted lli|..iOJfB»7 '. I?Pt 
Ixayii;^ now 'acci^t^oi^d. bi^^f v^ ! die 
pleffuifes. and b^i^ .fif <^^.'^mii^fs\ life, 
scenes of grandenyi j4%d ) l^st. ; feb^r , i»tt*«(?t 

... ljp9.sopj;j,"Ai«o\¥ev?r„]^e ^over^, M 
^ jfeiTcs.ftf ,\mmt^yyj^^ 

^^i?*c4.t^^i^}WiM^(piitb?4*^l^fi^ 
gw^k^ned Jth^iij^ j to ,FifW8,C|f ?u3PibilW« i9J»4 
interest. Disgusted at the ^bfuig^, bf 
grew angry with mankifid, whose brightest 
- ». qualiti^ 
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^ualilies are so transitory; andi forsaking CH A p. 
the partner of Ws ghtyi he retired to a ^J!^ 
cottage, anaoi^ . his . fa^ocirite tnouiUaioSi 
tvher^ united' to jone of %he ^heroiaei o)f 
Stoas, . he passed the remnaut of His days in 
tbe enjojsment of . coo^ious iiitegiity and 
uoivQt^alfespectf* ;. : . - 

!. Having effected ^e.xtfdttctaon of Wer* 
4€flberg,.ti^ ^ictpriou* Appenaellers pe- 
netrated [into the Thurgaijt, .where ttey de^ 
stroyed. several casties bie)9pging to the par-- 
tia^Qg of Aiaatfia. .Thence, crossing tho 
Linth, thqy advanced toward the lake of 
3tti:iC5 ai^ ,in«Mle themselves nmstevs of th<& 
Tiale of W^giv ^nd the l9wer ?n^l^, .This 
ih&tfnl tract of liuidy Pi> account pf it's 
fituiation, was of peculiar. imporlay;qe botl^ 
t0 Sol|\vpit2 and G|ans, ai^ to them it was 
gi^tefiilly resigned by the victors, Duriq^ 
t|}is. expfeditioui they pa^ed unmoles^ted , 
through the territory of .Tpj^^c^niwi^g, ^1- 
t^oi|§h th?^copfit WHS thea at the l^^dj of ^_ 
tb^; ^M^rKW^ ^a^yw The ccai^uctjof jfcte 
§pl)Wfijit|;€p in apceptipg t})e iparsh,^!^ pror 

^ : ;'/ vince 
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CWAI*. vifice belonging to Austria, w&s Represented 
w^v^ by Frederic as an infringement erf the trea- 
ty;* and a complaint was accordingly made 
to the otlWr cantons; Unable to defend 
the measure, and uttwilKng to renounce 
the prize, the Schweit«ers embraced that 
profligate system of injustice, which totf 
often forms the characteristic feature of a 
republican gorernment, and boMly invited 
the other ttiembcrs of the confederacy to 
shate int the spdi!.' IVudence, however^ 
for once got the better of iriterest ;' and thd 
apprehension of a war with Austria in^ 
dufced them to decline the tempting btiit. 
Ye< contenting themselves wlth-thcJe^tii* 
vocair honesty of rejecting an*oflfer, wWdf 
they conTd not accept without a; breachf of 
every^ moral dtity, they connived at- thrf 
injustite of their ally, and stiflfered tti« 
Schweitzcrs torierrtain in lratt<|ui!, possfc*^ 
siono? their u^tkrpattion**. ' - • *' 

}406. Jiarly m the ensuing spfidg, the-Afj^* 
zeMei^a^in invaded the Atirft^ir«^hilO* 
ry: feldkirk was^ ca^ed by storm,'"and 
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Montfort burnt; Testers was also detitcoyed cu a f. 
with waatoQ cruelty, and Pliidewj »gu* ^^^3^ 
hffly besi^ed. Conriiiced by their own 
^seliogs, tittt ideas of rcstrictioii are rot 
pugriant to the aatinre of. man, they^adopt* 
ed a system &r the most daagttous to aH 
social estalilb^Mneiits/ that the ^nisis of 
wickedness ever devised. Substituting the 
appellation of ddiverers for that cf c&riqite- 
fWtSj they impudently dedaned,: that. the 
ofojedt of their, ^Mirsuit waa not to reduce 
the i^eighbojiringpEOviocesiinder their oivn 
doffihiion^ laut Id liberate them horn the 
shackles of feudal tyranny^ Man b the ^ 
ahivft of iihpressloiis. The &ltan, how* 
eyi^rigtomt suMxeeded* Wherever they 
directed theii^ destractiA^e course, tl^y wc^e 
Hieilicomed .by the deluded peopie with 
bpencaivis; and aii their mandates, how*- 
^rnaiwdute, were obejwl with implicit 
ftafeaence, betause detivM^d ki the cap^ 
iM^^g language ai Eternal ad vioa 
'; ..jDyuroi^lUs jd^je^of Plfodena^ mteUigcyiee 
md 4uoilght, that in txi^y porta c^f the 
Tyrol, the natives had risen in arms, and 
waited only for feh«» ^ifearitable succour^ 
^, . ■ •• t^ 
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CHAP'.tobtii^t'^heir bonds. Upon bearing tibbi 
^JiJI^ those hapi^r mountaineers were ripe for the 
great work of regeaenttioji, tbey.dispatched 
' aiuesiengeittoAppeozeliiiitbtbefoilDwijig 
address, in which. the. fmtkuuasoi of liberf 
ty^ And the.' cant which aomethnesaccoiii-k 
panies it» are equally o«mafMcd6a». *' 'W« 
*' are be^re Ph)dei», anid^od i^ with uta 
**If there be any t»f otir bvave coua^ju 
** men, tv^hose presence •uiinotnecesseo'y'ftt 
** the sa^ftoft.of an agei^ paientv^ 1^ hiln 
** instantly join our staiidard^ >and jsfaaiis 
** wi^ us in tlie unexaimpled ifloiry of <gi)r« 
«* ing. liberty to the Ty roleseV 
' The natural.history of the TynA is td6 
fannliar- to eVery ibadcrxyf t^ste ai|d eb^ 
se9r?ati9n, for any elabott^ descriptiData 
vbe requ^ite. . We sbali therefom sontent 
ouTselTet witkobserviog, thai as* theioaofiri 
«hai)ftcter off nton is . io a great Sxg^i^ 
4tcmiBftd foyi tib* natuse afv the conatiy 
whicbjbe inhabits^ the natives «f tb* bi^M^ 
oAilps are is geneuJ.distipguiaked kyilbose 
Jl>old and si^ikiDg'featuiBSi whieh tub ht^ 

'' ; .. . '...., . . ' . • 

. ... ..|««I^r,<b. ; . 
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ler calculated to <ooaiioaiDd'adimrati6uthaif c H A1>; 
to inspire love; Acquainted wit^4tke'iieal jjlj^^ 
value of this importaBt'|ffoiviiicie^- thtfiAits? 
trian prince^ had' alvwys treated t^^ll^ro^ 
lese with marked affection, and: h&dtaauA 
io return with- that -^eHty, Which ifita^tou 
veneign's : nobleit eulogiunv- Chreh'tattbi^ 
faeft><;imstitnted§^ovi3riimdRtft,ju^en^erii9«i1tK 
jeetB 66 disoocitent must i3cde(sioba%'Hnse ; 
and that the domittion Gtf"AtistPi{i^va» ttot 
of this descnption, the spedtne&% alt«ady 
]»odiiced ^ill abundantjjr testifjs. . . / 

Xeamitig! the inteutions of the Appen- 
zellors, : Fredieric collected 1 his^ vet«:«n 
tHtdds^atid marched; tU'Landeck, with a 
rctolotioato defeod* that important pass'., 
fiut^iioeoess hkd taught the enemy to be ir« 
nvtttible. ■' After a severe conflict, the 
Austriams ghve way, and left ■ the Tyrol 
open i^ int^on. ' Prett«ded by the fame 
of their e^^ploits, eiiid the poison of their 
dootririeft, -the mai^h bfi^Uie republican 
forces e^iMoed bhe' continiued scene «f 
ttiumph. Wherever th^- caxne, festivalt 
were prepared to cdebrate their arrival* 
The €Choe{« of the hills repeated^ the cry of 

libe/ty. 
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ciiAP.Hbeftjv And the' pofralaoe, because iitef 
y^^ vrem tfuiered to:i»ittlge in eveiy excess, 
persuKied tbcmMlvM that they vere iiree. 
With s«idi rapsdity did they proceed in the 
KMoatttic task of giving Hberty t» mankiiu}« 
that it ir^uU Jiave been difficult to set 
boiods to .their, career* had they, not beeo 
soddeolyiiecalifid.tQ the defease cf their 
native land* vdiidu amidst tkadr spieadid 
risioEis of.uiiiTtsrsft) philanthropy, tetitusi 
to have been wholly forgotten. 

Alarmed at her danger, tbeyluualtoed 
to her teliief with surpisising celerity. £ut 
no sooaer bad tbey crossed the Arlenfaei;;, 
than. the hnpencBng sitorm was disisipateiL 
The tecror <^ their xiBme e&cted the dah^ 
very of Appcnzel, without the as^lanee 
of thfitr0WQfds» JSatisfiedjfor the .pticsent 
With an. abundant hafvest of ^tory, tte 
Tiotorious band letiifoed once mote ^ their 
acictislenued laboun. . Their boo^ wa^ coat 
stdecable ;- and. might have b«eii wHnilely 
iDoifi 40^ had they^not dtsdaiofiUly ^ejected 
evei^ article, which wa(s nok«6eful mdm 
mt)akieci9W>fay. 13)epreieiqu»)neitsdsthey 
disttibuKad:. with the liberality of sftv;^^ 
- - * or 
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or the wisdom of philosophers/ (for in thiac b ap.o 
instance, at l^east, there is Httle difference) Jj^^ 
declaring, that " milk and wine tasted 
" swecftest out of wooden bowls/' . But 
the banners, which they had won, they 
preserved with religious veneration, as a 
jiubltc treasure^ which formed at ojlce 
Ae pride and the ornatnent of the com* 
mudity*. 

The Appen^dlers had been too long ac- 1407. 
customed to the licentiousness of a njilitfiry 
life, to reli^ the tranquil pleasures of do- 
mestic retirement, which, in the days of 
th0ir innocence, had constituted their chief 
happiness. To a people desirous of mak-^ 
ing war, a pretence can never long be 
wanting, and even the absence of the ab- 
bot iatforded one* Taking arms^ therefore, 
they signified their intention of compelling 
hira to return to the monastery ; there to 
resmiie those funotions, which as a minis- 
ter of the gospel he was bound to per- 
form. Being joined by numbers from the 
a^ftcent cantons, they set out on this holy 

♦JWviUer/ibid. 

voir/ii. Q mission, 
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ciiAi».3Bis9ion,>atid arrimd withotiit opposidoil aifc 
m Wyl. 

« Instructed by the calamitiefe of otiber 
towns, the mhabitants shewed little^ ia- 
clination to resist. The unfortunate 'pre- 
. late was iiow ^^bandobed^to his destfay; 
and being conscious^ how little he deserved, 
from the compassion of 'hi^ enemies^ te 
gave way to the bitterness of grief, and 
looked forward to inevitable de^th. iAt 
this distressing mono^i ty be received i* nies^ 
sage from the citiz^is, declari^ thcit- in- 
ability to defend the towh, an<i requesting 
him to put an end. to their sufferings by 
consentdng to the Just) demands of <hb 
subjects. .Though their wishes were cofin- 
mtmi(aU;ed in language, not very :iTeiiiatfc 
firom 'Coinnwnds,. Guno still hesitate 'to 
comply. A>conl6r6nce took place tietweeft 
the townsmen and the army, tiie Tesdlt^^ttf 
whida was^ that tke.gatee t(«aer^ «ipent»iy ^a 
condition tba^ property of a£ jbdndsisbould 
be r«5pe€ted*» ^ i. * 

Cuno ^v^as now infbrnied, that it ^as tthe 

intention 
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ioteotian offaistiib^ecto to eoDftuot him.tocfiAf. 
kk proper reeidenitfe. Tine.tcMae ^aft^jper j^* 
mmptory, and iinr;d|«»ee was lel^« Beeomri 
mendii^ hi0isftilf::tb(^efQreto 1^ prdte^ 
tionof aU the b^itYjenlj hctsi* with h^Ai^wi 
4ieekljr fftyed lE»orOi«» bis brtasit^-ftiidi.hHl 
ejFestoMtdown io huiQilmtt$wi,beiipre$^f»te4> 
Biiiisd£ before those ;very m^n« 'whow fffA 
Axftfnce of twQnty-caghtijfear? b^ ^df«v 
garded q»ly J8 the Jight !0|f'9l»v,€!$*;. Hit 
licad .w«» ^ej wd wacover^d* rjii^ . ^gure 
psle «od (^ruiiei^ted, > 1^3. atep «bw^, ^nd ttob 
(«itein» On'bi»^PP«eff84f;ea<aft<iat«a«D«bs 
eio0$oB of fiity bufat:iix)Qiith^>^iNiai^r£^ 
•od )»rav«id>tb»t.aU tb^<vioIeatce;Qf.ftQtMm 
told ne»t yet ei»dic«ted flyoipsifei^ fixwi 
^r biieli»t8i. Tbtsy'HOi loi»gw. viewed,. )i« 
Mr d^^aded prin<», R.tyi»nnil»i;0ppirp8f 
9er, butrrfrthjet {:»)iiio»Mriited:the ](¥^ftkne^ 
ef'didraQtj^, wbtfih bad moderod iiitoitbe 
JOWjr tool.of otlivei; <ii«ik^ jdiDbitiol). ..>S{«»e 
Meed tbeffsw^ne, 'W^ore^ndediccdsapBar 
9(0$ for prq^i^'ate greatoAss as. i»io»v the 
stoic dignity of feptibltooiaigm*; J^>tlre in^ 
dignation of the multitude quickly curbed 
their licentious .'tongues, and taught them 
Q2 that 
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CHAP, that nothing is so unxrorthj of courage as 
xiL to insult the fallen. With tespectftil at- 
tention they seated him upon bis mulei, and 
conducted him to the monasterj of St. Gal; 
mhete a treaty was concluded (dictated pr»* 
bably rather by necetsity than inclination) 
by which he placed himself and his femaia- 
Ing tefritory under the protection of that 
▼eiy people, whom be had so long treated 
as rebek, and laboured to exterminate*. 

Their next object was, to punish the 
duke of Austria for the decided part which 
he bad tak^n in the support of aristocracy, 
in pursuit of this, they invaded the Thur- 
gaii; menaced Constance, and laid waste 
the episcopal territory, as the bishop, by 
a hasty s^teooe of exeommuiiication, had 
imprudebtly incurred their resentment. 
Directing their course toward Kyburg, they 
levied contributions wheretter they came, 
destroyed several castles belonging to ba- 
rons ot the advene party, and compelled 
their haughty chieis to subscribe ta what- 
ever conditions they thought fit to impose. 

Ue 
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Tke alarm becanieiiiifiTersal* Ihchatet** c^iAt^. 
eel by the burthen of former wars^ and ^J^ 
tumbling at the calamities^ Vhieh toedied 
now to threaten than, manjf^ df the ^jba ' ' 
cent barons were happy in an opportunity 
of parting with their estaltesr upon afiy ttrmii 
which their conquerors were pleased to pre* 
scribe; while Zuric, ever attentive to hCT 
real interests, availed herself of the ocoa- 
»on to make many valuable purchases.^ . 

Several of the Austrian towns likewise 
applied to that city for protectionand sup^ 
port Mortified that so valuaUe prizes 
sboulU %aT6 escaped th^m, tb6 Appeii- 
2el}^ gave way to a spirit of Tiolence uik<- 
worthy dfj^their former ^character, and ra^ 
^aged lJ^>cpuntry with unrelenting cruelty. 
{|i thb'midst of these destructive d'iumphe^ 
ft report arrived; that amAustdan^eolunm ^ 

had crossed the Rhine, and was advancing 
toward the fi'ontier of Appehzel. ' Without 
a>momedf s hesitation they abandoned their 
ccttquests, and hastened to meet them, with 
a firin resolutidn of giving them battle. • 

"^ Bidacb^ Eegmb&lgp and Wintertbur.^ 

Q S But 
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OH A,P^ Bat.illhis etpedHiwi, tike, mo^iof those 
«>v^ irbicb^weve itnderta|«?qf agaiost tb& libdrties 
6f Switsiirlacnd, ^Tfis rcitbec pltiDoed : wUik 
so littie. .intelligence^ er! eiitrnsted to ibe 
<^oodi|ct of .sucb iin^^p^ieoioed chie&) tM 
the «nny b^d. i^a$sed;tlte:B|)iaQ/il^e£bf» 
tfefij . At)pw0^te» c«ttjd < , luffing StMHn; t* 

«CtiO>.',;it! ;!;« -IT/ ) , /..'>■ 

.,Thett(3^(ltha>4 •Pt-in Tfi^li.unusuel rigMr; 
y et. as it; afii^iEiti^d' probable >thii^, die ^i^ 
mir, T*lio?.w«Be at-ap ttoie.J^^arff^We for 
jf jgU$nce«i iTwlid noiW, abaru^^ tbeiu^elv^ 
©o^ijp^lj itO Idle ,«Q!Curi|iy» of tbej«!?H«on, .tb<|y 
m^lytd to jm«(ke ^.Uoiifajef att^njfft, ;l>ef<^ 
tbey )retifed ;to njriaiiec'rqQaK^nu ,Tf^i^ 
advantage of a.;de[^<siiowt th^> «rciswfii 
tb^ iakeyof tCkJntiiaunde, audi ap(»eitfed oa« 
3i^dea<i)efei«>JBi)agtotz»iltd9irn'fc90tstiion^ 
irjrr !fbrt)ified:to<baveaiij: thing to fear, ex.- 
^cept'frobk the- ikegligence of.th^gttrrisota,- 
tv Bdilled in the aildmpt^to sni^ibe the 
'towli^ tiie asntiiants detenained to reduce 
•it by a r^gUfaur sie^e, and Wonid ftohakif 
htf^e suocia^eEl in the undertdking, ; had k 
not been unexpectedly relieved. In re- 
jsentment of this aitaiek, the adjacent ba- 
' ■ - ' ' \''' rons 
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483W|^aiji€^mb}edi«»ranii3r of mgl^t^ thousand c hap. 

inen^ and. cWi^iiig^tl^ lake ina tW^ 

i^^ttfiapiectedJ^jiipoa the besiegers. The 

jge^eriority of.nurofeepsf was fso decisive^ 

ik»% no eflforte a£ valour couU avail. The 

A^omz«3Mr% ic^eJne complete! j routed after 

^ &it:i^i(6cky and I fled in t^ utmost cbui* 

iu«ioai Ifeating) esreyy thing ^^cept their 

foliiik^.l)ehind*^, ' ! 

, T^ehr force beii;ig in a greatt: degree found- 

(tdlii|¥iii opinion^ this' defeat t?h& attended 

viJSij {fatal Qonse^^endes. Several tortus, 

mki(^ hiad ccMo^ted thdtar^lliance from 'mor 

:tivgs of fear, forsqok them on the first iap- 

.p#wra»ee' of^adifersd fortune;: nor /was the 

di^prec^sion piXDwduced up&k their own feel- 

mg^iby this m9inentefy vieissitode lek rd- 

mafkaUd. Xhe time 'SeemedMfavouiablfe 

iorpegobiajtion, and was accordingly s&ii^ 

<m bji Rupert, who "had succeeded tb^thfc 

im^dcHal throne^ upon the deposition of tlid 

pro£%ate Wenceslaus, in 1400^ Having 

previously arranged thegeneral outljiies oif'a 

Iseaty, he mnmioned the ccmtehding parties 

■ '. . ■ ■ ♦TwhdK. ■ -'.■■' ■ • • •■•■ 

Q4 ' to 
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CHAP, to send deputies to Constance* To thisprow; 
posal the duke of AustrijEt wad his adherrate 
readily consented. The AppenzeUeisalsoac-^ 
^eded \rith little opposition^ by .tbe^wqw* 
advice of the Schweitzem^ and under t^ 
firm assurance that the other caibtoasir^K 
determined not to interfere in tiieir &^tom. 
The congretra being asseipibled^ ifcapieit 
reprimanded the delegates^of St; Gbl uii 
Appetiael, in terms of great sererity, for 
their contumacious behaviour towaod tfalKr 
lawftil sovereign.. He then proceeded 'to 
aftnul their alliance, pronouncing it Bot 
cply subversive of the just prerogatives of 
the church, but totally inconsistesit with 
the allegiance due to the imperial crofra. 
He farther decreed, that aH prisoners ihouki 
* be xeleased. without ransom, and the coo- 
;quered territoiies restored to their legits 
lAitte owners ; but that none of the fcMV 
Orestes, which had been demolished, sfaoiikl 
be rebuilt, without his express perroisrion. 
The App^D^ellers, on their part, obtained 
absqlutioti i^mall ecclesiastical int^pdicts 
and civil bans ; and , a truce for two years 
was concluded between them and the duke 
5 ot 
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of Austria^. lejaviog all disputed ckim^CHAP. 
eiroi those of tbe cociat of Werdeobcrg, 
open for futwre discussixm*, 

Thus ended the war between the Appen*^ 
aeilers and the abbot of St GaU which» 
fbexa the misconduct of the latter^ thi^at- 
endd tb eseiie a general insurrection against 
1^ tjnanny of the feudal govenra^nt 

S^^ral points in dispute remaining still 
undetermined, the emperor sunmioned the 
contending parties to appear bdbi^ him 
at Heidfelborg. To this the abbot readilj 
consented ; but th^ Appen^dlers were too 
weH acquainted .with the real value^ of ii^ 
iprliy, to trust to the decision of so partial 
^ jud§e^ Exasperated at the contempt, 
to which his authority was exposed by this 
opefi neglect of his cc^nmands, Rupert re- 
sohred by the energy of his conduct to re^ 
trieve ttie imperial character, and proceed- 
ed accordingly to issue against the Appei^f- 
zellers a se^tepce erf contumacy. But 
they had already proceeded too far, to b* 

* Walscr. 

awed 
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CHAP. aired iato acquiescence t by i^eal tefrore. 

,^1^ Instead of manifesting tlifc smallest istcli^ 
nation to yield, tfcey boldly signified tibeir 
dfitenninatiofi of ^efimding their Ubeities 
to the last iE^xtremity. Little indeed ccNtJd 
it be expected, thai a people cnce enga^esd 
in so^ honourable a; contest, sbo«ld tutai^ 
forego tbe adyantages so dearly pnrchasi^ 
aqd submit .without an effort to the >£dbters 
of their ancient vassabge. v 

The Appenadkrs^till peraifsting i^ ^heir 
reAisal to< restore the R^intha), the truee 
was no sooner expired, than the Austrian 
prioces^ prepared for war. The. count of 

Suits:,? trith ' a formidable force, adrcmcd^ 
^ toward their confines ; but their troops Te- 
tired at his approach, choosing ralh^r to 
abandon Rheineck to the mercy of the con- 
queror, than expose themselves to the risk 
which must attend aiiy effort to relieve 
St. The garrison however, after a brave 
resistance, finding that their provisions 
began to fail, cut a passage through the 
enemy's line, and gained the frontier of 

Appenzel, 
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Appenzelf without sustaining «xiy material ^S« ?• 

Encourage by &e firatj^^wniogs pf ^ 
more prosper opSr foftute^ ^re^eiip put bimr 
adf at .tl|e hej^l of ,tw?ivie thpusaufi jii^o, 
and sat down before the town of Alst^tten, 
which was^ defended pnJyby a handful of 
App^ toilers;. But 9uch' w^s the negli- 
gence of the heBiegmBi ^ai. they suffered 
both the g^rmon fuidjl^ inhfibitants to 
^feeape,/ during the mgjt^fi,; with their most 
fsduablc ^fiects j and -^liat isstUl more eix- 
tx9i6rdmiMj^ Ithey werBj tptfiUy ig^atorant ct 
(iicfir Bigiit. Jndigaa&t thatsesQ^all a force 
KMild presuma to'hddiOUtag«aii)sthi» poiiTm 
erful ^rmy^ Hw.dufee^ i$0 tied; orders for a 
general .ibqaiiultt 'Ae^Unng liis resoluiM)n 
to put CFciy soul.to t|ie swofd preparar 
tions were wKJordingly made foe storming 
th* tow^n^ r^nd tibe lAustriatis advauc«d 
totibe waHsin battle array, ^otibeirex* 
freme surprise^ agencral sileftce prevailed. 
But what was their a^tonisbm^stt, on etiter- 
itig the town^/to find only empty-. Immww, 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



2$6 HISTO&Y OF THE 

c)aAP*''^ti(?h in the violence of tfieir resentment 
Jl^ they instantly consigned to the flames ! Fre- 
deric now repassed the Rhine^ not dar- 
ing to venture any fiurther into a countrjr, 
where he had so often suflered for hi;5 te« 
merity*. 
Uii. In the following* year died the unfortu- 
nate Cuno, worn out with age and disap- 
pointment. The Appenaellers availed them- 
selves of thii events and renewed their ap- 
plication to the Helvetic league. The mo- 
ment was favourable to their wishes, as a 
misunderstanding prevailed between Aus- 
tria and the Swiss. But, as the turt)ulent 
disposition of their new allies might invdve 
the confederacy in condnual wars, it was 
expressly stipulated, that the App^i^ellens 
should never take up arms without the full 
approbation of their coestates. By ano- 
ther article it was enacted, that the whok 
farce of Appemsel was to be at the disposal 
of the confederates, and to march whence^ 
•nd whetever they should be required, at 
their own expense; while they were to be 

5 satisfied 
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satkfied with whatever reinforcements the chav. 
united cantons might jind it convenient to .J^^^ 
sparcy and were also bound to supply them 
with provisions and other necessaries^ during 
tbe whole time that they might be em- 
ployed in their service*^ 

*May,II.k 
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CHAPTER XIU. . 

Internal Affairs of Switzerland — Acquidn 
tion^ made by the different Cantom — Th 
Swiss carry their Arms beyond the St. Go- 
thard — Disputes with the Duke of Milan 
-^^Death of Rupert — Sigismund Emperor 
^-Corruptions of the Papal Government 
'-^Origin of the Hierarchy — Council of 
Pisa. 

CHAP.T^HE desire of connecting our subject 
, under one general point of view has in- 
duced us to occupy ourselves with the af- 
fairs of Appenzel, to the total neglect of 
the rest of Switzerland. This naturally 
obliges us to return back for a few years, 
that we may take a vi^w of the conduct 
and policy of the confederates during the 
memorable contest between the Appen^ 
zellers and the house of Austria^ 

None 



Digitized by 



Google 



HELVETIC RB:FUB'LICS. 2S9 

None of the members df the federative chap, 
government were so opportunely situated 
as Zuric, to profit by the general confu- 
sion; and it is but jiistice to acknowledge, 
tbat the senate availed itself with consum- 
mate prudence of their fortunate position. 
The event, likewise, answered their fondest 
expectations ; since they reaped essential 
benefit irom the distresses of Austria, as we 
h»v^ iahready observed, without infringing 
lie subsisting truce, v 

A dispute having arisen about the castle 
of Rhemfeldt, which had been mortgaged 
to therepnblic, the bishop of Constance re 
solved to have recourse to measures more 
efficacious than those of negociation, A 
detachment of his troops accordingly took 
possession df the fortress, which was but 
s%htly guarded. The ill-advised prelate, 
howevier, soon found cause to repent his 
iWfhne* ; for the Zurickeis, enteaing his 
tttritory tbnstrained him to purchase peace, 
on conditions by no means agreeable to 
eptscc^l pride. Various other differences 
of a similar nature were terminated in a 
miannereqaally satisfactory to the republic, 

and 
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C HAP. and contributed essentially to extend her 

If III 
i,^Hy^ dominion on the side of Kyburg and tlie 

Thurgau^. 

While the ZvntVeTs were thus engaged 
in the pursuits of interest and ambitiodi the 
Austrians availing themselves of the trace 
which still subsisted between them and the 
Appen^ll^rst made an attempt to surpr^ 
the town of B^le. A violent dispute had 
for sQipe time subsisted between the inha* 
bitants of that city aad the duchess (the 
widow of Leopold duke of Austria,) with 
regard to the boundaries of their respective 
territories. Frederic, to whom the admi- 
nistration of his deceased brother's domi« 
nions was entrusted during his nephew's 
minority, resolved to take an active part 

. in the contest, and accordingly directed 
the count of SulUc to unite his* forces with 
those of the duchess : upon which Zuric, 
Berne, Soleure, and Strasburg sent rein* 
forcements to the defence of Bilet. Whfle 
both sides were preparing for hostilities, an 

X attempt w^s made by the duke of Bavaria 

to 
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to itop the effunon of blood} IN^/Dfiither/PitAcf. 
party was yet snf^eailyjimh't^jh^t^nitP Jh^ 
the -suggestions-- of reason. :> :-! U o !; !( oii 
Undismayed^ hovreyer; tuo^to jUrsuesieesf, 
he Ipnsevefed iii hb bsBOVOlent :liurp«^, 
till he at leogtb peffsutided ilh^pb^U^;^ 
xent.powjers to O0i«*Bnt toatirHC;^ f<aF^(it^ 
space of one year, 3Viiplii.Wia/5..slM>rt^yi,&|- 
loiwed.hy apeaoeltii ,M^nij ^..nM.-ifi --.i/,//- 

i :Tilisimedia^ft prjwie4fl»igbly/^rQ4»^Wp 
to.it*s auutjlitH'MM b9l]Ji,piirit|es.werQ$ati&fi(?4 
With the result, and appeared anxious\,t9 
obviate ev^y .future caiMie^. o^. coijapIiMfnt : 
3o.thBM in a,feisir,iiK»ithq after.tbe.tiJei^yf w^ 
sjgne(^, the, duchess cen^ente^^ the unicmjby 
inmjiy..^dditipnal,,pia]U?e»» a^l.pf whi% tencl- 
ed to combine t|ie twa stalesbby the stricth 
«st bond* of amity; and i« a contest with ' 

some of the neighbouring barons, she reap- 
ed material advantage.ifpQai,.the;,aid:Af' ¥et 
neti'alli^. . ' " ■ ■/■.•-.; ,n..;.-.': ,v- - '-'i • , 

• •• ■ • ' ' ■■ ■ )ii '.'.'.' >o (..•■; 

* By this treaty Uie castles of Stein near Rhoaftlc^' •# 
Rbeipe(;k>,aiid AKtenstein; were ceded to Bal^. Th^ |or 

joer, I}9wever^ wa9 subsequently restpred for. a sutri' ol < 

money. .. '• . ■_. , . ,j ' ■ V" 

VOL.- II-.' ■ ■• ■ .R- -■ .yy. ,.NQt(: 
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^^^^^ttiey Md'^udtaoieslfrcnn the late ooaflagta- 

tion, the Bemers^^cn! tever defident in 

tf^M^wi^ tHkeOi! the/aggfiuadiaeineiit oTthe 

•Mf^blip ^m^'tttstake. I Thus by purchase 

H^y^qvifeA 'Sitntneiiecik: ia the irale. of 

'^h^til Mtiiki«bei-g^ Ketitlingen, Signau, 

IVutigeiJi'-Wftflgett, 'I'mdiselwald and Hut- 

weil.* Besides these, tH(3y> bought, in coo-. 

jvii^tloti ^ihiSi^lkipe^ the eAstles of Sech- 

W^,' FHdau,' 'BJ|j^, Brllsbai-g, attd Wiek- 

^?sbi(ch+. • / •' ' 
^ ' M^towhil^, a di^^ took fi4ace betweea 
=€<jWtid$^oUrit of IVifbwrg,iitfa this eotm of 

* taihecpur^e of'a short 'campaign, they rednced ttM 
cHiiii tii^i^ixeilAm', M^urasMni'and FnrsteiitciU> and 
fce^iflg'takeii the'de^Aittc- «<MtAn jtruanttfa, thef ctCwA 
dim iqstvitljif (9 be Vf^eJKled oa scftfQltfs erected before 
t|ie gates of their own. fortressest , 

^ t I(i^thWi«qUei iiptaAHam-tMi fho*; b^ wMch Bifp, 
Erlisbuig, Fridau, and Wietlisbach became tlue, exoknive 
property of the Berners; while Beckberg alone remdned 

, I Conraij.vvas thie son of Vefena; ^gfaterx>f Lew^ 
count of Neucbatel^ who ib conjunction with' fcer aster 
(the countess of Nidau) had inherited that country upon the 
, tleirtK<>fh«r fiither, who died without male i9we«. 

6 Neuch'ateU 
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llifericfaatel. 3Phe c^wnt, a -man «f. weak chap. 

lliBderttandmg» awlj^v^?t«ed iby !p«iB<w5^5si!iL* 
•litUe ^woer ilibftttNlniD§«l^/^9 i.Tnprud€»t 

.ireiiil)g»ptfr.^tchnbad i)eei*tt niefiy^d/ftoii 
^^,lB!er«w%ollli^pfledeCie8S©rs4 .iit.yyflt.jfl'^J- 
-lend<id1>ylfei*jfVte<idl»/itb£H;.apow.ei;;of re- . 
-dl»i4ptioiV: tbad; iba^rk Jieserv<edy . at- ,th6 time 
.wUe^l^ftes^ iQin}iliiilUM»^/9re.eiooferr«d.' But 
iwfether tib6y .v«rei!Figl|fc;l» thjeii; a^s^rtions 
or not, the attempt was equaHj' impditit ; 
^bice:ft mis fepu^aitti to tbe wishes of the 
-{>fio|)k^] Whidh it is tlae: pacahioiint.dul^ of 
ieiieiTf^ol/ferniiient' to respect nltdioitldbe 
-o^ei ^|)Fe8dBl> 'to- tSkecf^opneietion of those, 
'who ane ^im^ted with thtt'cohdnctdf pal:f> 
tic aifikirs/. that h1I>is ntot!fnraoiicab}ej which , 
iHiay.bb>iilgidIy joBs^ in pt^iAt bf laWi 

9%»Iw^th3^ oaBdinst no'isdonar bi^e^nie 
ac^aadtedi.-withltUsiplslniin agtliittoo, thdh 
the^greif adann6dC<^th«intetnp(^^alitk(^. By 
thdorie^f eit i imksgatioii: k ■ spirit 6f disseflbe- 
iAm ymsf^l^lim^vaiSbiduiii&ag the iMJirghtnh^, 
''vhoit«4^ Wld i|hilt<iHi6 Wa^ ^y eI pirdudfe 
to acts of still greater injtisticei A^geri^tal 
'■"' •'•>] '.a R'fl •^•'•:" ■■'> ■ teiwofistifilnce • 
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c«A P. qremobdtrance wsut M^c^rdingly &aiiiedj and 
, iS^ presented tck thfe c<»int. Butt as lie stiil 
remained inflexiM^ applkatjibn was niade 
•to tlie'Sfena]be(©f> Bertie; ;iHMMinifDediate)y 
took tliei petitioned tinder tbeitf pfotectioA. 
Findittglrtiat nothing could fee dJ5)*aifiid>% 
severity, Comtod ili ailt^d hibw^f i»f the^ist. 
ata|)le of • his rebelliouB sttbjedtsii ahd idis- 
manding to be rgt*iv*d»ia«*iai ^odMkurgHer, 
submitted the whole affair to :thfe awanf of 
therepnblic. ; i^ j , ' M ,• - jm 

iThe interested ariibition of the JBemeis 

was 4ie1ighted at ^n event,^ whidh' pokrtm4* 

edi do advantageous an islsueui : It ctfibrded 

. a £iir .opportunity^ for tihe seiiatoro [to. dis- 

-play their ' dex teiuty . in begociatioa. ; and 

.with such ingenuity idid tHey .coDduot 

themselves^ that ith?y itihencefbrth obtained 

a paranmunt jusbdioticab iaell dis|>utes 

ibetTvoett) fcbe coani :and' iiik ; vate«tls& . .ifi(bile 

fl$ a tadclfipf superiority; they tequired an 

ajQqua^;t|;ibatet trifling ;iwieed in ^iiit of 

value^, k^t ^till ofinftnil» iwportence^ sawp 

it . hidispi^t*bJy «stabHsh0d \th/^ ;,elaiaiii«f 

feudal supremacy. i,, . ;> i - 

/Jlie decision of thescnafe not proving 
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m iavbBiabte to the pretiensiDna tjf Ibe chap^ 
ctergy, as t^^^ had vainlj flattered >them-v "* 
schres it would,, they resorted to ^,n BuSkEicb ^ 
of another kiodraad produced faa) ihstnir 
ibent with the pretended- Jsi^poaturer Ipf .the. 
kte county by which thejD were eolirdy 
eniraiocHised firom all feudal jnrisdittioaau 
The deed however appearing oafaFthec; 
ftivestigation to have been siippositipiisv^ 
the aUthom of the forgery, riotwithsJtandtj 
kg their saered functionysufiered dteth^nj 
aacafold** >' .-: .; .: -v \'-K.-:n'MU 

:! The protection aiFdcded by the^Hckctk/ 
states to all who implored their swstentfei 
lw>wevcr defensible it might tbe on iabstraot 
principles^ was not easily recpnciledwitfa 
Aeprevaihhg notions. of |fts[tjce;; ^inceit 
is impossible to deny, that- it; cOntiniM^Uyi 
opectted as a powerful iinceuttvetocir^o 
bellfon. l%e following^ aniecdote will wifn 
ficientJy tllustrate^xe imih of this ren^ark, 
Hugh of Mumpelgard, lord of Oltingen, 
bad' long treated his :vaj»sals with seyerityi, 
A(iciyiM:QnKed . however t0 implicit submis^ 

.. ' t Stettltr, iii. 

113 si<>n» 
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Q4J5 HXSTORT OF TnB r 

(^HAP. ^^9 ^^^ taught from their ^oradies to 
;^li. consider princes as the immediate del^atels 
of heaven, they would never probably hate 
t-hought of resisting the vjceg^^rent of t\k 
Alknighty, had they ndt been enboumged 
by die secret emisssuries' of BerUe, whate 
fausitied it was ^ to scatter the toeds <if in^ 
soboodinatiQn in cgvery aoil wMck a|>pear« 
,cd proper fi>r theit recet)tion. Ken^rxt 
dhring by the promise of suj^rt, the 
peasanti flew tn arms, and ;having takea 
the castle by storm, barbarously mucdered 
itiroWnel', aiidra^^ its ipalis to the ground; 
T^e count of Savoy, a near relatioa of the 
deceased, no soonerlearned bis teelancho^ 
£kte, than he sent a sol^nn embassy ito 
Berne to complgLin of thid treacherowi coei^ 
dtict, atid publicly to accuse the santte 
ofib^ing the secret authors of hia Jdnfv 
nlaBi'i'deathr The^ proofs? .were too flagiiiad 
to admit of palliation ; «Ky ^atithe govern- 
meat hkdnMhAig left' bjut positively- to 
deny the chargie and to prepaid foir ^f^l 
which now seemed inevitable, Hoslil&tie» 
were, however, prevented by the timely 
interference of the count of Neuchatel, 
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ftBd «Bi a$}ical|]e itn-aogemeDt too^ ]>^^.;4C^/Lfv 
bgr which the tQwa of .OUi9g§a'Wfj5 pf^pd s3S<6 
to the .republic, j^pon the p»ym«Qt.Qt|i ---v->- 
jdpukted sum to the wi^gwc4,cpw>^^ 
Thus is niooey the UfuvjSFBal agi^nt jfi^ll 
potitica] tratisactipns ! The ti^^pf c$>oas^}- 
j^iaitjiy ih^ laws of honour^ . the., priiyqip^e? 
of justice^ Ate equally sacrificed at the;. in«^ 
satiate shrine of iDterest!.,* , < 

Hitherto lire have cop.^i^plated t^ 
Swiss under circumstopces the most flajU 
teiing to their DfiHonsitl ch^ur^cUvr; We 
•have beheld, them wa^ng ^n; mnegual, 
though successful, war ag^o^t the houf^ 
of Awtria in defence of their todependen«Qe» 
and; exhibiting to th^ wfMd^ memprabb 
^tample c^ th^ ineflicacy of a, mWii^f 
foreoy when a. long series ;of injuries thaf 
kindled the re|entm«u»t of m^^i^ &wl 
awak^ed them to a sense ,pf thei^ j^ 
horent rights* 3ut success is the parent 
of ambition ;. and every prosperous enter- 
prise ofieratesi as an inc^tive to new un- 
d^takings. The boundaries which Jiature 

* Stealer, ibi. 

E 4 seemed 
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c irA^. seemed to hive assigned to Helvetic power, 
xciiK^appekred total teonfined for the aspiring 
geriiiis of a jpeople, induced by repeated 
triumphs t6 consider foi'tune as irrevocayy 
chained to^ the Tfepablican car. - 

Oli the southern side of the St.- Gothard 
lies the • Levantine ralley,' a pictur^ue 
country, watered by the al>undant streams 
of the Ticino, which 'derites its - «>urce 
from the snows 'collect^ upon the sum- 
mits of the parentHMoiiBtain. Immediately 
after their own * emancipation, the' Urneni 
att^mpffed* to persuade the peaceable in- • 
habitants^of that romantic district, to burst 
th6 shacklds of tyranny, and to partake 
with them' in' t|ie blessings of freedom. 
Hie prbposal wis too tenipting to be re- 
ledted; but before they returned a deci- 
sivt axrswef, they requi^ted time to consult 
Hie cianons^ of Mil^n, to - whom the greater 
part' of the cotmtiy wis subject. Ac- 
customed to govern with a Ibtiient hand, 
and happy to seize ^very occasion whick 
could contribute to the happiness of others, 
those benevolent priests readily consented 
to the projected alliance* But the adja- 
cent 
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cent nobles,* piany of whom pretended tp€HA,p. 
equal authority with the chapter of Milan^ 
bel>eld the transaction in a . different 
light While separated from the rebelliougf 
Swiss by the Alps, they flatter^pd them- 
selves, to continue th^irjancient ?xactioi^ 
Tvjthout opposition ; but the near approael^ 
of a people, whose cry was freedom, strucl^ 
them with dismay. With common accord 
thorefoije {hey e^mbjacied tjie rescdution of 
earrying on a desultory war against the 
inhabitants of the Levantine vale, and of 
harassing them by continual iocursiona. 
till they consented to break off all connec- 
tion « with their new allies. These pptty 
hostilities consisi;ed> chiefly; in attempt^ to 
carry iiway the cattle from tlie lower Alps, 
and w^re^ productive.pf freqpentskirmishes^ 
which i^eldop^ termiaated without ^opae ^f^ 
fasipn of blood,* / . 

Among the most violent opponents of 
republican principles was the lord .of Bet 
liazona ; who lived in close union with the 
iluke of Milan, and was powerfully abetted 

^ Stumpf, i.v 



Digitized by 



Google 



550 HlSTOUt OF THE 

C|!AP:by, him in every enterprise against the 
^"'' cause of freedom and mankind. 



J410. A party of soldiersj in the pay of one 
of the petty tyrants who infested the 
southern passes of the Alps, having seized 
la drove of cattle belob^ng to a fa^mier of 
Uri, the government' sent immediately to 
demand satisfaction. But reccing an 
evasive answer, they addressed themselves 
to the duke of Milan and the count rf 
Savoy, as joint-sovereigns of the vale of 
Ossola. By the first they were treated 
with that/equivocal courtesy, which is the 
invariable characteristic^ of duplicity, and 
which seems ahnost indigenous to the 
Italian soil. By the latter they were re- 
ceived with coldness, and dismissed wiA* 
out redress. But the confederates vrefe 
not of a temper to content themselves with 
the insidious smiles of the one, or with the 
cohtemptuous indifference of the olSier. 
'They assembled an army, and marehed 
directly to Domo d'Ossola, the inOSt consi- 
derable place in the whole district^ which 
surrendered upon the first summons. The 
confederates having occupied themselves 

Jot 
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hp a few diayg in f«iytiicii>al arrafig^mcAts^cilAh 
and appointed a gbrtraor, retumcd W tbeip , 
wrtive tbountainsj N<y sooner wfere they 
itetifed, thdn tli^ duke of; Milan agaitftoiok 
possession of it j but the 'en^ittg s^i6g» 
dnee inoi^ opened )t8 gait«6^ te thti Helv^^^ 
troei^s; Itt'tWs iUdd of dfesuU<»y ^vidfll^e, 
Im^ilhies wer^icknied on fiA^ three y^BtB, 
till the asidmbling of a getieiiil cotfiicil af 
Cottstattce gave * ^ifFerent bent ta the 
pubtic mind, and ^obliged the Swiss, ^ 
some time at l^ast, t^ relibqui^h all pism 
of conquest on the sid^ of Italy.* ^ 
. Such .was the situation of affiiirt, whetl 
the deaUi pf Riipertthre^teried Clen»ady 
with fresh convulsions^ and presi^ted a 
new ^tieneof action^to therestk^ genius of 
Fredericl Laying asidefor the pfB^entieve^ji* 
idea& jof infaermptiug the intei^niai repose 
of Helr«tia^ he Js^ttcttif ted hf v^p^^ted 
Aemob^raticms-of kindi^ei^ to «apli?a^lh€^ 
Ifiendship'of that unquiet people; a^ io 
Ux! succeeded, that the tiuce was lenewed 
Aw tbespace <rf fifty years* 

^ Two 
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352 HXSTOR.T OP THE 

Qjft A p. Two competitors dtBcWed their iotaiticm 
J^JJi^ pf dippjiting the imperial crowni beside llie 
vretch^d .Weuqeslau3t who still exbte4 »» 
QlDJ^ct. of <3pnteinpt or of. pity, to; all who 
approached him* The voice of thp electors 
beiag4^vid^9 two emptors were i?aised 
to Xh^ vaeapt, tbi'Qo^ ; Jiodcieus. or Job, 
i{;iia,rqiiis of Moravia^ and Sigismvnd^ ;tlie 
l^rother of Weoceslaus. But the fottner 
dying wHhio three' ntion^h^ after bis elec-i* 
tfopy 'his rival; remained undisputed pes** 
sessbr of the. imperial dignity.^ 

This prince wa$ by nature. endowed wit^ 
^very external accompUshm^it calculated 
to c.QcamaQd respect ; and being a critical 
ob£iervj9F of all those punctilious forms, 
which impose upon vulgar minds, he ob- 
tained a degree c^ conuderation from his 
contemporaries, to whicJbk .by his moderate 
talents hj3 was m no degree entitled. His 
character, naturally serious, had hd him 
to the study of religious subjects; an4 
being struck with.the disordiers whicii pr&4 
vailed in the church, he figured to^ him^ 

♦SchinidvVIi.W. 

self 



Digitized 



d by Google 
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'SetfaPicBgntof glory arid a ctowi of'irii*cHAP. 
mortdlityi' HJodW i he stfecced in ro^owng JJC^ 
mibp to thetqhristidn 'trorldi Wildk this 
• interilnhe- set 6«t fbrr-itiily, %]^ ltt>p«$'bf uis. 
persuading J<yhn'XXm. tiito theft fiU^ 
theq^pal Icfaairv- to '!eonv6ke'a<'ig€b%p&l 
councik After employing every l^tHl(^* 
foge^/nthhih^the CTfooke^ piiiittcft'j^ IU>mo 
'6(Mil4' suggestv ' the i pohtiffi? wfis «oinpdMl 
to £s oii><Constaiice^aJ tbb iiK>^'CQnveni^t 
place ' fopi^thq cpritooatibii ia^<:fike>'syDOl. 
Delightecb(|«itb th^ sucde^s df :hk»"«egd- 
i«ifttion^ii^ (empoiaf Jretukned to QenoMatf 
.mor .^etSL iBeraard^ and tpffooeeded 
tbrongh^. Berne, to AixrlatGhftpelle,::irhaiie 
^received: 'the dm^riiilcmwn ih>mrtjbe 
haads of tkd afohhishop of Cologne^.-c . u 
I. The x*bskncii of Coostanoe £oitas a m^ino- 1414. 
table epochs io; moderorUstory ; and aa its 
iMuenceiKiibODly ex^nd^'dveriheeVcnls 
and chacactQralof tibttue j^ia^s^but 6peni(«d 
poM^pfiriiy upoft -Ihfedq^Jiaij^s aad. condiMrt 
.of the %\)^eQeding ^^^rwe thinlt it ri^t 
ta en^ (oDOxe nun«f«Iykr perhaips, thi^ 

_ . , )' ♦Muaer/lII.U 

' the 
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iCHAP,iheaulyect >TpuW:otl»r.iKJsd require Jato 

j«5vi-i the ja«c«diiig hia*ory bf i Ibe scljuttihi f «nd 

blR jtin.^ the gradnal tprogtt;ss.\ of the 

- . . '. HlKRAli«i« Y frotn ,its i &i»t institution to 

thin mOBieBlous- !p^i6d» 'when <: it: shone 

: liMFti]^ .in. .aU the .oattenlatltQa.' ioi' to^aki page- 

JH tii9 .mt)7d^>ctf Idbd.Ghruitian^^^n, 
jkl1Ul]| nnrj^ <4{Might;/iO;itBin^r|^jaiBriypl^ 
.'byi aoMD) ■ ndbo({ fell t ^. iuil^iioi|ft<iKkaaaifce of 
!0>e -doeltinfis nthicb^thejv pdeajsh^d^ » aio|d 
- ijeMevoIently lal>ouredi!tofii»pdrttiit'g >ik- 
kuUdry- light toi did > blnBd lasd ■ a^fnaiit i of 
crery . ]iq,tidni : Nobsp^didP c^idtooDies, 
soistatsljr-^fibffilf/.iifo froud-i'distiiMstkkts 

ligion' wIooIl ^poke ^dirdctly ; toi i the heart, 
-and rsiftedi <6crr views- > andi vimbes ilrom 
ih» traasie^to^eithe'ito « factiiev imd^'ltt- 
liwri^i^e 'voitd.' • n^e j^bodf^tt deliviittd 
<4l«ir« tjpon a tevd -ii^fih t<M-lA«ati!i6sti'«^ 
pt«het>«idfli^ :Bui«(iiki^^^(Ettt vii(»' it^ «|- 

>|)nu:tieG|l> syiiteiii:ith<enMtblliM8d Hhi&ry -q{ 
morality. 

i* "■ ' Chabity 



■.tf. 
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U£^¥£Tt€ 'RBPUBlrlCS. ^^ 

Cba«it>1— or, t^ ^es^k in, tbe,?mofecHAK. 
pQBipQu^.tefllgMage.of modern ^hik?sophy, ,^!^ 
nmifBnsAh iVHiii.A]7Tii&9PX, was ihefm" 
d«uef«9jtai principle of the goypeK 7!he 
young jc;gar4e4 ip as ; »n indis|>eosibie 
daty^ ass^ thQ agiedy t^e.indig«nt» ami 
<^e isfirot ; , axkd thjay, ^^ho de(iie94:ed ti^ir 
Uyes ^3ticlusiv%: tp suc^ serriceS)^ vr^e 
distiBguisfee^iby ^!5 appj^lktjpji of A!e|pi|rj 
or assisfanis^ ^ke^. pro^q^yialj increasei^ 
aod divided tb0«is^yf3S: into siepfitratecoQ)- 
muniti4$> of w^ick tibe head.ox overseer 9i$r' 
suined. the title- of . bishop. . ; T]^ func^ioijui, 
ej(e(c^d,.by this latter body pf tn«n, g^<p 
t})i$4) ccHisid^raUe ipilu^A^e ifi thf ir r^ 
^»ective, $(M^etie^: whicjii , g^dv»JJy .j^^* 
teed«d ; itself iQy^ a wide?. $m#ice;. w^iil^ 
1^1$ 8#'d cUarity &>p3^ a bond of . miiipii 
lM9F0$n t]^ prf^chers; suhI th§ hew^, of 

$ae}jL:wa$ the oiigin of the hiernr^h^.;. ^ 
o$ce not only .mild and inofifensivtftjbttit 
productive Oif tb^ most salutary conse^ 

quence to mankind, so long as it was 

.._■■- * ■ 

confined 
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CHAP, confinecf ' within its original limits* But 
xiii. such is tbe Aveaknete of human nature, 
that there are few teharactefrs^ sufficientljr 
Tirtubus to withstand an unintmupted 
course of prosperity. TIius we find witJiin 
the space of a few centuries bfehops, 
atchbishops, and patriarchs (the title is 
Smmaterid) throwing asidte' every vestige 
of ihat* mbderattion- and humUity, which 
assimilated them to their divine Master, 
arid substituting in their plafce the discdh 
'iferit passions of ambition, avarice find 
pride. Assuming to th^iiselVes preroga- 
tives which UaA no foundation in hdj 
writ, ' they aspircid to reign over the- Ghris* 
tian wbrlci With^i?hei&weidespotic B,iitiKh 
jrityi with which the dfesifefendehts of Aartm 
had foitiierly ^avetned the Jews : and in- 
stead of recurring to !^ primitive chtoch 
for precedents, they were eveir f^wiurd<l* 
allege the examplie dP that ^prestimptueus 
people, in defence ofUlieir owh us'urifei 
tiohs.* {NTo-lbn^er^confinriig tHeimelvlM 



♦ Mosheim^s Ecclesiastical History gives a tnelancboly 
pic toe of ecclesiastidil ambkipa id almost every page. 
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to^piritual affairs,- they entered with (^afeto cTTAift 
Hess into the' Wrigueii 6f c6tfrt», 'anrd Mter^ 
^)cttipied ift contests fof Worldly igran^^ftj'i 
till at Jeng^^dlting th^akat^tJd t)idthroA«) 
tbe^ fdrm^ that taonstrdds' cbtil^t; iW 
settrdt obje<!Jt of which was-toov.i^hrow A^ 
}il>ertie!s o*f'mahkind» aftd'iihesric divide 

the<6poiIv^ '■ •■ V;, t;' '••.•//• 9,1; ,7 /yi'tA 

< CoBseipas, hdWeir^r, tet'lhisisystbm'df 
tyranny 1 was diaihetribaliy M|M«giiantt tot 
tii^' bUaiaKei i^Gtifi^ of thaf rdligiio^; '^6a 
wlic^e per^eriedfi^iindpleii^tlteifiaitiiediibii^ 
esbiblish It,' ' 'they « careAilly > «io&f5ealed ^ tbier 
VottTME '6»i^^tfTte fi'oM'itlie «^es-b£jtfcig 
tminitiated; and commanded mentopbey 
k^ precepts, HPt acdoitKng to'1ii*ir bri^irfkl 
meaping, but undejr .'the f Ittterprelatipiirf 
which ihtei^est yr ji^^itjon jf^uj^ ^kc^^nve^ 

•JSudi ^allso) wiare ^tie> i(l6i»'«5'i9i3%:^^ 
wlsi)feh ^IBie"ftats <6d pi^|ti«teW b^:*^jy««» 

chtr^pte?:^,t)jl^t„tli^ fwii?»^i!WWpj?>8)'^ft 
aoutt^Msea JOfUmpewerevovwd: isioifiMpiecIf 
by a mitred priest, and listeiied.t61liie¥dl*^ 
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" 4ie^t^ ftf orwJi^ t|cu«ai*,. Tfe© Pqpe, 91 

throne ^pon ^e ^«iq$ of Cr/9|t:l¥$ pagMn 
isni'f-. As the woiltlup of that i<3li^i^y(HlS 
fthurcb w«i arQWPl4>9i!M witl^t oer^iRomes 
£ur mope i«|^ifig tbfm^ bajiwroii^n^M 

4iffifii^jr: 1% pfom^Bg jthi^ ]i0rf>»i .of $«!»? 

fk»y the fiaff!i»n|ii$« tfivbi^kaRreoB mdi 

. . '. ' 

I 

Dnad, or hij^pnesl, and o( coarse tran8fent!d.to.liiiiia 

t fi> 0^^ W gtv^lMTiIl^'td'thU-^M^i^^; Aft 
uiof* of Rone ero^yed ^ «MII iiq|Mkii^4ii«i<«f*v 
^ ttlismt iiim w tftiii aoiictAiifTroiweUi, dot dky 

ll^Jinboito.'iKei«^40^puf/e(, aliSilni^bjr the'd^^ qf 
dto%i)iit#ti(Nll|f flii«lMir^if|!rtlln-:Jil|«IWidbti»:iMMiy< 
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a»jtlj a&leulated lo amuse Ibe ua^iight*ctiAR 
ened) and to impresd the ovedulous: With 



mpid digbt the Rotiraii pontiff dott soared 
tb unirenal dotmhion* Nil attthorit^ wai 
leveled, and Us infaUibilitj CBUiblished, ia 
Mast <i{ those kingdorae, ^^hidk spma^ out 
oithe efaaos pf anarchy apd otfaqaest Hbwf 
eV'er di^«it tiiek laws« tiieEr ottstoiiu^ 
and iheiv ttiodes of worship, therf se^n all 
to hare agreed in acknowledgng one sii^ 
preme iwad in #c£gioiis ooftceras, whoso . 

person was inviolable, and whose autlMM i 
ritj wasuno^ntrouled. ^ ' f 

Thus, tiii tte eoifiiasn0cni«at of ^q 
ibwteenth cmtary, the bii^^arch^ flon^, 
rohed with incirewing splendour i whife 
Italy aoid Ronve weMt vc»idkt^ iH)4iM 
pendent of die eastern «wpii» t^jr thtf 
aobiiArefl^t* df the NorSMii^ iMdi th« 
Itenks, Bbtb lli^se tuttidiis made ti^ o^ ^ 
the popei as iitstrumen^ of th^r oMtd ag^' 
gMhdisenieltt ; white those al^l piUS^J 
eiatts^ h^ing the belano^ between thetai/ 
managed their own interests with such 
consammate skill, "that whichever party 
■ S 21 triumphed, 
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CHAP, triujrfphed, the church never Jaukd to pc» 
tidipate in liie success^ 
L Booifece .Vill.' supported 14» spiritual 
^aod tempdKai authority mth the dignitjof 
a nutUi iHiDi^aiensible 6£ the extiensive pow- 
eiTi^isrith.whkh he wasl invested.: *At:that 
period,^ no {Sovereign in ;£ur6pe possessed 
either the disbernmeiit lo;diseover^ . or the 
cauiAge: to oppose^ the arrogant claims of 
the holy ^oe/ Thedread of ecdesiastical 
cen^ure^y and all their il^^l cdnsequencei} 
operated- ifith:.inc^leUlable:; force; on the 
minds of an unenli^tened : people* . No 
pifetefnsioasy * hoifteirer extejueagant, expe- 
T)entee(^itbet :sH§^tesbcont^ Soitibat 

tlJe influftwJRiaii^ ^ulh^mty •. of jthe isoves- 
i:§igfk pOoiifiwitinkied t^riatreiae yiUi a 
tapidttjr feft)^^ aJJbfWj»er;tijafhpleir^r^^ 
un^ettfe>qji(fft fbhSiseJf , thtej e^ifioc . bcgaa 
%^®i*dy^fe ffr>U<ww-JWd fi:^^ tioMtjii«i 
l^pn ;gra4ji8ijyion the 4efiay ♦, j B»|l(if m 
ejWS^p^ijloinutelyJnto the cft^j^s <jC;tbi^ 
^eyqiiitiQii, j«¥g *iiU Wy tliat ^ dqcHsP 

:!• :»3 ir,.:f r1?^r/ . :" ^ ,o '.'.':-: i" '.it 

'.r(l--.M ' .- of 
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of papal pohver may.ibe easily acccAiii ted crap. 

for by the pride, and immorality df those 

to wliom it was entrusted/ Jt is natural 

for :the unfortunate^ in" every station',: and 

moife particularly for those who are taught 

to bdieve themselves wiser ajid more vir-' 

tiidu9 than the rest of mankind, to attri-. 

bute their ruin to any other cause, rather/ 

than . to their own misconduct. The ciir- 

rpot of popular opinion, and tlie temper of 

the tiroes^ are usually brought forward to^ 

excuse . the vices or. follies of those, whor 

have 'fallen from the- heights of bumaa. 

grspdeur; But they «eld<toi operate with, 

the effect iwhich, is supposed. A prudent. 

goveimfnpntisjhcar<ielj even opposed.: Had* 

the fuU; nwrtdian Of papal greatne^ b^en. 

difttin^ished by the s^me. wisdom iwbieh; 

maiiked* it« dawn, the sucq^sOr of St. I?e- . 

tea? iBfgbt possibly, at this moment, have. 

been jd^^^tating laws; from the Vatican to 

the whole christian.world. [ , , r , ) 

.^ince.the era of; thp ctus^des^the situa* 

f^n of the, highey.cilassps pf; pot>Uity hfad 

jn^terjally iQhi^ngfd. Thp *expe|isj?g inci*: 

dentar to thwe fftt^ jexpeditjop^^ the per- 

3 3 petual 
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CHAP. petiMl wsn into whidi the btfOM wett 
' faumied bj Ibe fefocKMis spirit of tfae age, 
<iombaii]^ irith die coOHj asUntaiioa of 
leadal ;»ide^ had by uapMong their for- 
tunes dtmiiiiifaed their coBseqaeooet white 
en the cither hand the r^l powers, parti* 
cularl J in France, had risen upon the ruidfr 
6f the aristocracy. 

Notwithstanding all the misery, however, 
1»'hich thty occanoned, and the toiveiitt 
of bhjod which they had eauted to ftow, 
lh«re can feaoani little doubt that timsb 
eoqvcdttioni were efventnally productive tff 
important benefits to matikind, byopeft* 
inf; k mder field fot speonlation and iik 
qoiry ; and h^ emdiAating nttny of ttvm 
inveteiAte j[)r<^ndiew, nHiich are nttvral t» 
tbt^ lb an intmlatud itate. Th« diANM 
sorereignft Of Unrope begaii aow to "diw 
itith a Jealbii* ^ye, iht prodigious satitt St 
iftOnfejr, itbidk Mtete dir&ined fiott -e^ 
order of their sul^etiti, 10 jfepl^iiA 'tb» 
^dSt^ ^ th» eho^eh, Bat pot»«H\idfy ^ 
8*^ obsetvations operated, the Mvi^lnf 
let^^ pet^fiHt fAilk teoreftEtal tothateoiw 
TQ^tan^ 9^tf^f(^$ ^txwtit 'wlM8»thfM» 

waa 
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hf imp^ifite, the i^bds 6f ^idAbd, WMeh 
ntdaiii il. traris^mit^d ftdih the Mhe>6ti 
df GtCfec^ to «lnli^tediUid r^ttt fii^ tHt<( 
pidfMili^ cottntfymeii, pfodiieed firtiits of 
t«ify difffertjnt <j(««]itieji. Iil the%riiV^r!liti«, 
to total ignorantt dddcitiaed tMi utiifitdi 
feglbRj jargon, 'w^bich lihaof thd p0tt|>6us 
M6 of metaphysics Was fat flKire cAlttti 
ktted to pja'f^Iex than 1^ dntightett the iti-^ 
itBitettta! ftMittm^s. Yet rtlll ft |ter«*d to 
ttwiWife tlr6 J^ew of tfeffettkiti, «fla iMj^ 
itil ^t f«i^^«ct ht least bd'cdiisia^!^ a^ ft 
ttfcj) iomfd iftijirt)Vfe<ilfciit. ' A&ltXi^ tti^ 
8th(Jf disSeis-off ^6Kii6tt, dsi^ttt bfthv^fci 
|Afidtt was ^i!y spifeadlfig. Tbeif tatt* 
|fMg6 #ds ]fMt^d by ^tl ae^dintttftifce 
with the classic writings of antiquity, and 
isir iilBirs^f Aeedbtti rmhei Mt» fh^'ttihd 
«f thtf^iifaptafeditudettt, as Jfedfietfeom 
ibe pagies of !0e^.ostbeile9 oi; of V^o^o, j 
ia ,pn;>fK9tkm M»^ikm Jia9n» Diiiid wtt» 

teWfe, ^bttrti^yi'tit' tlie i^ice^ afrid.^^1 

of the court of ^me in all ;|^eir nMiiyol 

defonoity. Among the writers of this de4 

' ' ' S 4 scription,! 
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cif4p. tcriptioi). Petrarch was eminently 4i&tif^ 
^..^^ guished by the keenness qf his satire, and 
contributed essentiallyto dir^t the atteor 
tioD of his contemporaries to the dissolute 
conduct c^men, who had assumed to tfaem^ 
selves the proud dii^tinctiQn of. the vicegp- 
rents of heaven upon earth. 

, Philip /e. J^e/, king of France, who had 
perhaps a still |3ettcr claim to the title of 
^Id^ (a^ none lof his predecessors ev^r made 
?o 'ifree with the property of other mra) 
was engaged inr an acrimonious dispute^ 
yrith Boni|ace VIJI*, in consequence of 
the protection .which he alforded to the 
Colonna fam^y, when ej^lled from Rome 
by the pqptd faction. In the violence of 
bis wiathy the indignant pontiff despatched 

, * ^^Bif4de» ol lie yebemcBt character of dut hzuf^ 
pontiff mflj ^ collected firo» tbe foUowinf niecdote* He 
ymM diftribiitiiy the mAcm, according to.tbe custom of tke 
church of Rome, to m congregation of prelates, on the first 
day of Lent. When the archbisboi^ of GeniMi^ f resetted 
hunattf )o fece|va,dieflij b« threw i\iem in hia.'^ii^ei Mpnti 
^y It^membfer that thou art a Ohibelin,'' inatefi4 of the.uflMsl 
iNT^ds, f < liemeniber that thou arta man.'' Voltaire Essii 
3ur TH£Btoire^lxi« 

a legate 



^cr 
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a lega);e ^Qr^^^ *9t i?*dlrt ^^ fcing.to,b^ <^^i*l 
hx^e. But Pbi^p,,wfi8 vpl^ pf a temper J^"^ 
tai9^1y . ii^ put up with ^n affront. He ap- 
COTjdingJy c^ioa^itted the uuncio tp-clos^ 
coi^finmi^i^t, and gave orders to Revel, 
}us muKister at Ilom/^ to defxis^id ^at^fapr 
tion of the. pof« ; for the 4n|iignitj, Jn^ 
censed at this ujie^pectqd xe^istanc^ Bq« 
aiface venti»:ed to threaten Frajoce wiUj 
an intjjE^-dlQt, arrogantly hoisting of his 
p^rampontjurisdi^tioaoyer all .the prroce$ 
of Christepdom, To this Revel f almly re- 
plied: ^' Holy fathe?, you seeta to forget 
*^ that your weapons i^ist only v^ ij^a^ 
*' whereas those of the J^ing^ jiny ^ma^tOT^ 
" are made qf temper ^.^l^h'' Phiiip^^qw^ 
eyer^ ]bad recourse to otlier measures more 
efficacious than ridicule ; and having em-- 
ployed some of the Colonna pwty tx) ar- 
lest the ,pdpe at Anagni, resentment aM 
pride ^xaspterjrted his implacable temp^ 
to such a degree, that he is said to have 
eip^^ed in a parpXysm of rage,** , ^ 

JQenedi^t XWwho isacceiBded, reignecl 



f Ma*eia^/ lit 5J4t 



pnly 



Digitized by 



Google 



*!j^i6tt4gae9 aftd bribes, pl^tailfed tijK>n flBfe 
cftrditmls to mise Beffnitd de Gdt (k ($»«> 
e&h by binh) t6 tb<; apo^botic thrdtifi, wlid 
•sstMtted the ttattie of dement V .• De- 
Tdted t6 ibis pkttdt/s Will, he not tuAj x^ 
nvAled the deerees iodid i*terd2«ts df tiie 
imt)etoou» Bd6iface, Vht toftsetotad t^ thd 
destruction of tlie dtdar of the TempTaw, 
nnd eireli t«ftoined the Holy see to Avigndtl, 
to the ^ttht detrittieHt «td huitrfHfttion of 
the ^ornsM people. i>unng the ^ce bf 
serenty years, the capital of the chnstiaA 
wo»)d was^ deserted by Ihe tepM^&tKtive 
6f St. Peter, iiftftr hiviwg been the tesi- 
deaee of nebrly t^rvliandted popes t. 

' Meati^rfrite 

■ '; 
t 1A».»M. . '. ..: 

^th bisMelf, the holy hther woiM probaUy have Nmb 
^rodi his plentude of power, as aovereq^i-tlirector of thi 
tfijitei'sal churcTi, to' the «une sGtt^ o^ '^pemfence on tfae 
GalUc crown, to MihMi ^ ^ ^«M !tibbe«eildcb{ D^' A^ 
^IctorkMa artM «f BoMtniti. &>£ l^iilij^iiMtetlie 
merkliaii of life ; and with his three sons, who rap^y fo(> 
lowed each other to the 'jrave^ 1^ «iale line was aitia- 
fttfked. IV preteanons of Edward III. of V/o^tOd ta 
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' Meanwlnl^ Italy wi« ghtNSfntA by ft fte^ e it ap. 
lie* of |>etty. ptincesj ttho nt^ftdteA the JJJ^ 
axtthority botb of the pdp« abd of the 6m« 
peMc. The brillknit tatents id^- dfty^iUfAi 
^gidinB restored an appean^i of order 
and IraoqiriUitjr, 1» whteh that de^^oted 
eouatry had been long a iUaager. Thii 
fortoaate change wastke firtludi to fiftUt 
gieatsr Micity. In 1377> ^(Mfory XL* 
setamed to Rome, amid the pntfet$ and 
UesaiBgs of a fmpa^acet ahnoal Itaatie 
Tkidi. jdy. This pielftte» though Uessed 
vitfa the hmiMe rk^m «f » ^monk, ^m 
atted^a itmftger to the arti» «f fjo^wth 
maoAi fikawelyhad h&takem po mMib h 
of the s^eodid apvrtOiefttB of the ¥aticuiy 
thea ha begaa ta mpent of his folly, in 
hMiag ofoatidoaed Iheltam^l oomibrts of 
MigMa for the fottifttiM tathuleiiee df 
Horned. ■ V|«ii hi* dettht ati iiMiei nk»I* 



t Mo8h«i«i ^ratends dnt he was actualtjp fnq^ariiigta. 
'etuiiii to ii]r%<i9i»4 W&eo le was jittutil| b; tbelumd of 

' tit^de 
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c^ A p. titii4e, apj^iHt^M:. before the Vatie»Of; '{fiui 
^^J^ forc^ :t)u^4ar(i^Dal9^ asi they entered the 
CQpclayej ( jt^ .'prointis^ that; they would rota 
for an J^alijtm UH}an X. was accordingly 
^lect9d» .a9da>^4ii>^9|tirouftsohbm ensued. 
i Ro^rtj count QCiGeaeva, w^SiDO' sooner 
(Apposed: to Urbfii^f.'by l^e tistaifl ofGle^ 
mf^t y Hi, (or iQiorfi ! pioperly .V. ad^cvding^ 
to . the r^^br . sptcession. of ki^tiiliate 
popes) HMif bf): ebtabli^bed jbis residsncr 
/ ajb Ay.ign(i|]k ■ . 'This* . idemovahfe xsort^^^t 

power^.by't adding lEdigiousfelVouriiq civil 
diaeord.: can^Ieled;>;tfar/ e6ntoiii)n bf !the 
cbmtia^ ^rk).. ; Icom .thej^unrtDg interests! 
of the jHKftf pttolifisril ^nq^tMiyhitppeaxAji 
(Jbat. tmfe iltein logo'oaeimttstid >iras/ rmitO'' 
iiatedit6^dh#hfiice!;:'Ppom>«)hM;h foice ]^ 
usually!.emplQj{«d' -iio^ljide.^tbi^ttuestioo' 
of dvfkit^ijdf^ aw^ I klffpdfi^W'ftetfaita^f. 
shed ik>.ithftdispUta.^•T« fsuifh; a degree*, 
did this spirit of dissenticm spread, that the 
piflUf y^n often JtonHeiitad atirihS bid a(' 
death with scruples of doasx:}eb<5e res^t-' 
ing the validity of the powers, with'Vbicli 
thejr'ioAfi2ssor was' invested. Tfce' priir. 
fligate, oDi the other hand, had no longer 
! • : ' any 
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any; motives-' io 'Kfeslraiti'' tb*h"iiiclrainat^cBA>.' 
pafisfdtis^pstdce; itt ^the sfe-tigg^e ibr tehiJ ti^^ 
porary emdttmiehts, ■ ^^y ^re* ^iir6 ' of re- 
ceiving' easy abiolutioii^J f'Kb'afdf <*rimes of 
tU lAiGk«8t"die/w«tfe'peJ4)kr«ted' bij^'^er- 
wds, who • filled the^^c^ ^Vniheiit iiaHicms. 
Tbe; dlike of M41aii tdt^deted his bWti 
mtolec i^k>iiraniii>t his 'soti, :>fell' a- <tib^in' to 
thefttryorfi the populace ; 'StolilJOfin, queen 
oC Naples^ a;£lev ^Havieg ^niaiKled^ler fakiids 
in the bio«»l:of(herbu^bandiiwas>«tm%ted 
bjTianeaat.relationl '•<-''-:=•'"-' '--^ ' '•^' '■'■-■ 
i Anardiifiabd despdti8tDy'>by>tur^ tristi^* 
iphantaift^ diiffennntKxAnftidcs of '1)IM»!^ 
liieseaJbaip&cftuie iof unpacallalled Jcoitfttsion.' 
Italy fii^ a \ pity |bd i1h& liQci^ovis fury €<f 
iierc^foary baodiUu attraclsd bylfhe lov^ 
olplu^dj^r firton ii!mncey fingkndy and Geiv 
lAatiyt ..'l^eoceskusiwas^Hibe^^i^ fior al se>- 
?f«» lOf >cri«iC3 and folUesi jworkfay of the 
m^i^kstMUieiQaasarsj'^ad Germany, di-* 
vjftedrtot^jfem '^wo -ninil canditd?ites, ^a$ 
QteliacoidfwithlaUthe IwrBOfs^of la civil wap^ 
CMes ¥1. of^ratieei» Avtas insimtei. {Richbtd . 
Uijof; E»glsai(l, be6am6 the! victim of 4cm 

i) r dence, 
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CHAP. vmMc Aw3ftii9&« 3v^09. M her iodepeif 

depqe, ifhile frmw wa» v«d4«ed to tbe 

T^ry Ibrink ^ rqm by^tbe £Kt«2 anhnoqiitiei, 

Whiqh ^ iMig^Myited befcireen tbe dukes 

of Od«a|» wui Bnrgnody* Tk« tr«n he# 

tv(m» tl^9 iKmaw of Y<iffk~ tod lAtie^ter^ 

||i9 im^eitiW eonlftit tbiUt dehig«di Swedci 

99d PeoiQWRk in blood* tbo d»Meti»ioa^ of 

tb« Germfin pn«ce9> the fimtl ordrtbiolr of 

the Qi)^ «f»fu«» tbedtuei^g pfo|«fctsof 

1^ Q^mm QAJumt which spmad teh-or 

over the christian world» and tiisily the 

gfOftt 9iid bnUisnt viotorieft (tf Tumur, irhose 

triwnphs exteo^ad >ffQm tiie otnintt o^ 

ChiJMi to the ^boiits of the Ad|iatlir>«<aQ 

ttiefQ surpittiDg ercDts^ vM^h hi^^neti 

dunng the course of a single oeattny, pavid 

the way for those iotportont dianges, ftftti 

ei^il and se^ipus, which weie soon t9 At^ 

low, wad ofnoed to the genios of man a motb 

^extensivefield £Mri|>ecuhiti0nandforailSM>. 

Bnring tjbis vahappy |[»eriod^ there i^ 

pfifweid in JhircqM . several Mlustrioas dx^ 

ttDtivi, »ncA. iess eouoe»t for th^ir tatcftil 

and Virtaes, than £00* thidr Ibo^pffsi iii tli* 

pursuit of truth. Heniy of Hesse, Peter 

.- .5 of 
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^Iv^ wttb i}orfffoiHuii;«fia), iaexj^og the 

V if iv>l;bi9g !««$ ibao 4 geiieraL concttssioik 
^mH, orminm a fabric, whifih ha4 been 
s^iigtbemid by tbo ^acouiaukted lalMSMrai . 
of ft tboMsa^d yeftr!i» the ivlbok' ebii^iiaa 
wrt ppodatimrd JA a, Y^aceof tbundec thr 

CQiimc«d tbdt ij^wna iflppossible Ions 
y> 99m\Mi t\m mfke$ (if < mankind, tbe ctur^ 
dinals at lei^)^ oonnentofl to oonriene a. 
gsneiiJ cQuncil ftt PiMU bdfor« wfaidb In- 
ijoeeQ^ yXl. aad Bei»«((Jict XIIL were aumr 
iifi^ed to appeaf. . LitiblQ could it be ex«; 
peotod th^nifin of turbulent diapDutions, 
atid acottttomrd to: tbe charnoa of power^ 
sbDuld viUinglj coztseikt td resigQ.it. Tbej^ 
iBoonseqitenpeifletarmiaed to ^ocrastioatQ 
the hour o§ degmdation, by protesting 
agttnsi tbe le^ty. of th^' ^^seinJbljrv a$ de« 
fioienti^ mans of tfajonf cesiary fonvaliliett.' 
Ilie coirdiaads, ho«««dr» >dtkout 'favtbe^ 
^n^f, proofteded to business ; jtmd hmipgf 

declared 
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CBAP-^declifrod tbQiii l>oth guilty of cbhtumacy^ 
* venture^' to de^ilos^ them, aild to-' cbooBe 
AleicaiuJ^r Y. id tlifeir place.' Alfexttndci* 
waft a^ipei^nc^ mean exttAction^ and is 
said eVea to haTe been supjported by cha- 
fity in liis youth. He owed bis elevation 
entirely tta the celebrated dardinal Cossa, 
a man pobsessed of bold and splenidid ta- 
lents^ and K&e liimself risen from an humble 
station. In th^ «irly part of' fiis life in- 
deed » he is reported ' to ha^fe exerciied the 
profession of piraie^ which wks teertainlj 
more analogous to his natural - dharacter, 
than that of a' christian preldte. 
' Alexander had taken fen oath> with' the 
ether members ^of the sacred c<illeg^> not 
to separate before a reform "^gs 'effected. 
But ho sooner had he' obtained the' envied; 
dignity, than he found a thoUsamd pre* 
teits tOi aydid fulfilling his ' engagement 
Perceiving, howefver, that the prdates were 
by no^means satisfied >iridi His evasive con* 
duct, ' ; be thought it ; prftdcobj tuf dismissf 
themv jatid for this purpose proccgniexi M 
synod * tor .1412. Thus the, iwitjf benefit,' 
ijpdwA Europe, derived franL^ tbk-qovmal, 
• -;.' .^ which 
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^hicl[plBir.biMra,^led.k(<dedsida ike iconiauLAEt 

-< ^hi&tsikiBfM wire thtt^ renxki^d . wider 
ibttievUi) '©dbtheideibthof Akocand^yhilt 

the papal chi^, xiMet tUe 'titk df John 
'iXlMn"«iM[eaAwhite Ladiiilfeufr fcittg of 
lfif«i^ley;Jft^ai&fig hini«felf of the W^li^eM 

t^^ttittStei^ otUome, AnboAit, and' ^'fsir 
grea!te^ plart of the edde»i4stica] state. ^Fiik 
forc«» \^McIi he '^employed kr tlii^ '«i$l«ldi^ 
%ii^D,"vta^<^tota9kla<4bl«i <tb«» H-imiliL 
^l^if€^l^t^kKfai&^iSA'ept}p€ to op^K^ 
tt. Ladii^atis' Was en^ett^y gifted' ifri«E 
^9i^08e bnHiatit clublitieii ^wU(M 6ofi»«^ 
tilt« the htvo i And wdtild, ^ I ^t probatii'- 
fe^i«%aTe Ifedticcd It6Af ofece riWW -toiide!' 
i^ <ii^mM<m4f6. i\Agl^mA9^tih&d h^ Hot 
•bi^ ikfredted by the daDd-of'd«iit1i 4tf;iK6 
mi^t of .hi»^<5&i*ee^ of c&nqiiedt* Tettr^d 
W «he ap5J)tokch cf thi'fietor, Jote fled 
td B«bgfli;0kdO!ittritittft»ted:by ttottW^ 
rival pontiffs, unacknowledged V ^^ lii^ 

' yoaw ji. T po^tjoa 
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CHAP, poction^ of £aro{)«,Ljaiid iivoasskitod by 
<^i^ Fraacc^ m whose . suppoi;t hitb vchief confif 
dence wa^ placed. la this stat^vpfdbspe- 
ra^toD, h© applied tp :Sigisifte«dg feripro- 
tection, who Immediately; ;fl^w taiiM sufr 
cour with an alaClity, mpre hoj99i|njij;^!,t9 
his zeal than to his discretion. , l- ]<;,;, - 
,.. Thcjtigh dignified w^hthe; pomp.qi|s titie 
pf r<efiif)#r(»-,.'j l^igismund . posse,^^d lit^ 
■i^qF^ ^ao the ;sb^d^w , of a.^^l^ty, name^ 
•Yet'.^ considered it as ;a dptj, ,ii^po$ed by 
|us|>ex^lted station, tp.e^ej-c^s^ ,^|, the ioflu* 
^nQe[i^ich still r^ma^a,ed to ,^l>P.i'i|i)F''^^ 
<P13ow,»,4p i^tprjPS PP^^^ and. umltyrtci the 
chpCtch- . jThe i^ndcj^ajc^ng; y^^ rcpng^iai 
to; ^is giatoral chaj^p t^ r, andg j^V; ponifi; mea?- 
^iurQ.-exp!€ift^ fjfOffiiihip fe35 ;thRj chri^ip 
-YiW W, r: ) 4^. Pf^tgcf^r. of, ; :^e (4m#' «?«, U 
fejd .plaim , to jjy pi)^idjacy,:>|]h ^^clegflisjiqal 
«^9H.,, j^orj^gft^the »Qt^it;y> -of #« 
^aepcirqrsjyftSie^fely ^onfinjed toQermanjr, 
^J^PirnP^ tl*^ wa§ogrea%: ^jircumscrihef}, 
ih^ .had" unig)ffl[ily fi^ui]f|edj-it|i/9y title of 
^m^pfijhe . |t<ip»»?*s,:^9§ tJi^, dajFS of 

Pfe y» ^^t -• '. -/c :m JBxm .c'fti J •.; q - ' 
• ^ibSRAQ HI. i. 
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;Si^hiun(i: wait dqitalj j iii> i«$8Dt'l»{h of oh ^n 
men^atid-of^ioaby. • Yietho G«niid«fatioii JSJ|^ 

Dtaly; iQKi.'thesuaceaslof irhjob^Ut aeatis td 
lianne relkfl*^fbr laA^ftbare ehaxADlba in^die 
Arorld. !• Ini km . pi!ogi«as.tfar6ii5lL'»He1vetia» 
ke. eDdbavaiired ito-pretaii /iipon the. Swiss 
to &]tinish him. oSfth vdn^BMrctoieBtsr'tbat he 
night .appeai ^ithavetjafxte taot^i sditabl^ 
tei dm ;dignity, .'aaad^Lbilve nothtng lo a^re<* 
faeodfcom ihe.dUke!<if .Milao^ wi^'^hQm 
be was' at tbati timet lengagckl 'in a dispute, 
No ;^ii£cuky. waft at) first: madiOi toil the 
imaaady bota dieb Boeing aa»eixJhl0d atoLu* 
emm, io ddoaterduif^tiMtibn .mtA tdoafQ rer 
giifaifi>.ibra< a lidrausatid.obakaolea w«i4 
started. icThe.follTi'of «i0n6ciQg;tbeir4^v)eii 
Mi:ft>!C<>nt^st^'jvhcffe{ltbe |»«p9pf!rity of di^ 
daftkfai oktas ^ { liltteiOoaGeivod;) ;g^14 .P0( 
fiakitoyskoke a :ppop)Q, yiho sWO^ p9^t 
HdB^ iii!tbesc)«i^.of fif^kM atitb|pfitic» 
Bat'irhilethes^ice^i^wRldfQins \far9)f«^nd 
tboopeiiilie -^tb'tproyi^ w€»^t upon tl}« 
inri)ofctty of tli6 fawinWy, Pi*lw«tJHiyp«rtf«i 



.! i-!' 
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^"^i. hoDQiirij»i(iafisifttiag an sq JamdabJQ imKiwxt 
cterta^sogin^ght j^^yosm^ Jsttte: . dAvia.* 
tidaifiauB iheidgi^ itiries/af, prudence . : Jft 
«tiito.aGCi)iD£i]|;]y itatki&HtoAiS'ipkiei: midi 
(Ud couHe^i^tid .dtaugiudiqjciicfiifibd . toienr 
gage i]¥ «i< :QC(doiial JWfir^'jiiidmdualbcvent 
loWnipGeSoctlibadyhen fdHkovr tfaeifiictatei 
oif thtiie (ma9nieiiiiatioos.Ji /iliisq'^^^'^^^ 
po«^ 'b^il^ seftjed, .' Ssgiamu p^ i i;pntiniied 
Ms * outb >'to BoUin'zona, iirhei» iha .was joinf 
ed b/i sixteen ■ bnndned mrmffrtoliea.; /and 
ttiiidrti;^ ai^bcvwavd' byr. Quiscard,' b»r(». of 
Rafoh« ')w!Uh obb fauvAdoi'; bond bndr aik 
hundlred.foot ' Btttt^iBikioreafad) of maxK* 
liBtw ^eklit«d iiHiiy>cto mitdeE i)mi(^mpm$ 
moF^ %6dsi^te 'bfito ^npiiijt. .Tor .batinis 
tt<^eFfe6(-BtmQ|ii^ toItlM«ilpD|*ililn<lalents^ 
Mick* ««lidH>th)@! most-! MtolexabienbittNii 
slil^,^jpa|)ili^te>(afffddi(»H^^nd eilif^eMtaii 

f|)>iin^^- 'tH^^loli^tbe dtiif)eayi9tp]id^ 
Atd^^Ms^:%he^thaitto|g discdvefiiido^t 
Sigismund had entered into a negociation • 
with the duke cP-WMa^Oad disgusted at 

^t-: 2 'I the 
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the haughty 4:fermage of ■ the 0ettkta«^ 'adutr fiLA,i»;^ 
bility, 'tbfejr uadhittjoBSly detamftnfed t"^ J'e-',^!^ 
turn iinftlediitJ^lytotheiMifiakd Allies. I ' 
Weihaw alreaidy been laad^ acq«a&fted' 
withithe redulf^^yf vthitr:espediiiQkir ai'tv^H 
as With^l^rt; ebiperdr^j vtsii t€> Biril^' ^ lihtf- 
ibagnific^BCe, with>feich be Wai i^gdcaY^d/ 
ijt itlated' with toariy int«(i«9tft%^^tee^iJ^by 
MttHer*,' -feMft iviiora we %hdl boitiff^i ther 
Mowing particufcii?*, -^At a ii^tt'ilfetaMf? 
from: the' totvfi, be^wfiB'fittt*!^ ii,>tA*dp''(jf 
fiW''hiinaMdJ'V<«4h^ oftthe'niodt erfgkgiftj^ 
figQusspnowe of^^iihodi l!»%e4^ <)he^a|0«^ 
axteen. They wieire'«lecoMt)s4'^thtifyeath(f 
of flbwers^ ^niiong which ihe icHf)6t«rf isag^ 
was artfa% intvodtxced; 'At ther'^iitad of 
ibis lovely praCesiion^' a boy of tmconin 
mon beauty bore the standavd of tiie holy 
empire. A trainof priests fiiHowed, car- 
lying crucifixes and tapers» and diBtiibuiing 
selics andindulgeiices with gze»t pitofiisioiB 
to aU arotmid. Nw socmer were thejr arriv- 
ed it tfae gatesr of Befhe, than the ttKnytn^ 
^seixted Sigtsmxind with tile key9,wbicll 



T3 he 
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CHAP, he imoifdiet^ly itetiimcd, with theae words; 
**Take tiiiemi land keep them earefully. 
" They o»n ^O^vj^r b^ (XMnmitted to better; 
♦^hftUfifr"' While.. he rode through the 
streets,, a goldWjCaiwpy "was heW over his 
heftd by thefour bimnerets. On both sides 
the arcade>;,were lined by the senators^ aod 
ftther.gjresjt-officers of the ^to; -while the; 
tirindows and balconies were cro^rded widi 
spectators 6f every rank and sex. At the 
convent of the JDoniiiwcajis which was al- 
lotted for hw residency. Us> chamber was 
bung with frillc, ai^ it's ^oor wa& covered 
with ck>tb;af .gold* Meanwhile, wine and 
ptoTiaJIwm were abundantly distributed to 
hk retihiie; and in order Ibat no sense 
might remain ungratjfied, the most beauti- 
ful women #cre coUecte A from the neigh- 
bouring townfe, warlike' the' houris in a 
Mahomedan paradise, wdconied the stran- 
gers with( 6peQ arhis^ Sigismund was so 
enchanted with his reception, that he con- 
tinued at Berne for three days^ during which 
time the whole city presented a scene of 
unbounded and licentious festivity. The 
people were transported, tQ excess with their 

; / royal 
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royal guest, who possessed an uncommon chap. 
share of dignity and grace ; qualities pe- 
caliarly calculated to please the populace, 
and which frequently pass with them for 
real greatnessr. ' \ ^ /'*i 
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CHAPTER XIV. wr 



Council of Cansiancerr-Abdicatum and Flight 
of th^ Pppe-^Frederic quits Comtance-^- 
Jsput under the Ban of the Empire — War 
figqint Austria — Frederic submitsr^-John 
deposedr^-^Martin electedr-r-The Council 
dissolted — John Hu$s and Jerome of 
jPrague^ 

CHA?. NOTWITHSTANDING the repeated 
' aarar^c^s, which the pape had given 



^^*' of his readiness to attend the council, he was 
still extremely unwilling to cross the i\lps, 
But the confidence^ which he reposed in 
the pi*op)ise8 of Austria, at length got the 
l^etter of his apprehensions. At Trept he 
was mpt by Frederic, who attended him Iq 
Const^ce, where they arriTe4 io great 
pomp ofi the 28th of August. 

Constance was, at that time, the resi- 
4cnce of many of the most distinguished 
- , , . . ' personages 
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p^f^OD^S^ ip, CbtislesKkttHi hf4h ^rtvM chap. 
publi<?s, ^p4 .»«iv©F»itie»» Tv«fe presefit either 

dress,: thi? ni#ml)er of tUek i? tii>tte,.thi0 sple»- 
4our <?f tHejff i^rms, or thfi oeptjy^tioiaiof tl^ 
eJoqijeaQ^ : MM^ Brti^^ wmMvict^ ^ad 
CQUjCtes^i^,! flopkad th»tb^>7^o» .wciy 
<JW*^y.iw>6ivrpj»e, i^r.^arciil^of f^ ot 
oC fame-i ■ .<^U ©C whQm,!b¥t(pa>:tii3faarl^. the 
)4tte^:fou9^ »lwn^t§jqp\py9>tnjtma» 
age, i wlif n te»»peranicfip ...^ '^H?l9t%,.tfer0 
not t^ie most f^oospif^Q^s o£ t^e cimeij 

. |;wop«^«M?^Bwhilei,a««iQ«8l(y awaited the 
mtiH of (^ti^TatiotKs* Hn the prudtdHca of 
whioh tke:^tttitf! \iifdk^e of chmtiiaait^ vat 
supj^onefd- jQA^eljr to' dAjieiid, /The tiise 
^ gQOdoi'fiiredfiqi thoif ferv^iubpniyodf 
to heaven for the regeneration of tb»(c sjsv 
ton to which they were attached by th'e 
9tKi^ige8t;6f-]iK)<ives: wh^'^ iaHriguing 
«ttd the Ticicms, - were already occnpied in 
forming schemes to counteract every plan 
ofreforqa; should an ecclesiasticai' synod. 
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CHAP, iti'«Ofltradifctlon to all former precedents^ 
*^' prove deeirons of amending the discipline 
and correcting the abuses of the church. 
: 15i6 first buiiness; which, odcnpied the 
Msehibl^, was to regnlatd the mode of irot- 
ing. Nor was this a question of trifling 
iMyportatice; since it's determination might 
decide whether the labours of ttie pious 
would be productive of beu^fit or' not.^ 
After a long and violent discussion, it was 
final] J' settled that the votes should be ca!* 
eulated by nations, and ttot by numbers. 
Of these there w6re five; France, England,' 
ttaty, Germany, and Spain*. The papal 
party strenuously opposed this regulation; 
9s the Italian prelates being ttictre numer- 
oas than those of all the other nafti(ms 
taken collectively, John hoped by influence 
with them to direct the prodsddiitgigi of 
thecounoiU as bestsqited bis int^eested 
views+, 

'' / ' '• -^ ' ^ 

* We htfie iadttcM die Sptnimr^, Ihei^ ibeyMnat 

attend at the begmniog of thf^ c<Hyicil, but joined it simr^ 

time afterward. 

. t^uUeivilH ' i 

This 
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Tins w?a^ indeed, a fatd blow to^allhfeCH.^^^ 
expectations, atid amess^ger arriring iift thei vrv^ 
same time^to announce the death of Ladis- 
laus, he began abead j ta repent his folly; ia 
teiYing entrusted the reputation of his &itiiT6> 
days to a. foreign synod, whose suffimges he 
was too poor to purchase, and too 'weak« 
to controuL Rerceiving that his abdica**^ 
tion was inevitable, he was already occu-^ 
pied in devising means for his flight.; as. 
he was resolved to encounter every danger^ 
rather than rdiinquish the hoaours of the 
triple crown. 

Frederic likewise was sensibly mortified 
at the.transcendent splendor of Sigismund-r 
vho appeaifod sunx)un4ed and served by 
thegi-eateat princes of the empire. He now 
cuiled th^rhour, when Ije had iaiprud«atly: 
suffered his diminished star toccwiein con- 
tact with a luminary of such superior i»ag« 
wtude. Neither was the emperor disple^sia^d 
^fr^an^pportunityvpf hunibUng a prinee^ 
whp alQiiC) among t^e German pojtientatqs, 
was ip a situation to dispute his superiority^. 
Having received due homage from all the 
princes of inferior rank, heVas particularly 

anxious 



Digitized by 



Google 



3M HISTORX OF TBB 

cHAP.tuixititts to olMain tlbif ipark of suhniissiOQ 

Js^iinMO) tl|9 itelie of Auttna^ 

- Fvedejioy being summoned to con^plj, 
eoDctKied hitnelf under pr^wncetibat it ira» 
a>|irivMq^ bckxiging to bis house to reccife 
the investiture on boraeback and in their 
oknidenuiiioDs; aconditioiitoiwbtch the 
emperor refused absblntely to accede. Such 
was the commenoement of that animosity, 
which- shortly, afterward assumed a more 
determined character, and was productive 
of cpnsequeiices nearly destroctive to the 
duke*. 

■ Sigismund was highly ofFeiided at his re< 
fusal, which he considered ns a penonal 
sbght; yet, conscious of his owa weakness, 
belbr the present thought fit to stifle his 
iMdignation.. But in order to be pteparsd 
i^inst a mptiire, he began secretly to us* 
geiCMte with^ the Swiss, as the hereditaiy 
eaettneici^Aiistna; demanding from thesi 
a sokttin {mmiise, tbart tiiey would atiif« 
yti&i hii», in the ev«n€ef a war. This Swiss, 
loo eautieiif ^ pledge themselves rasbly, 

•IfliUfivilr. 

represented 
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reprwepitod in? teibis of respect^ *di»t*thej oUak 
hid^ lately reiaewed the truee 'witfa $hD&^* 
ric^w fifty lydars, amd that oUigation^ iof 
such a nature wei^ eva; toosfunsd to; fab 
tiiied tvitbit^ Ffederic tvas 'speedily liii^ 
fernied by ^t9.«miftsaiie» of ikm coittepoii^ 
de»06i whidii vtiis'^tetly carrying c^n, W 
t^Mo' BigisWiki^i(atid thd' coaMagikfss : 
aad»'thtHi^he'<«bi»)tiB9ible t(»idik;oyeiciK»iir 
ht tlJe treaty hadi>ptoG^efde^4 hd iiad evev^ 
Maadb^itd^bi^^vei'tbatlie iras^fainiddf tfcie 
e4i9«dt< agittifiift^ lollHehi itki vievf^'wme dr* 
nebted. ^ He tkelrefore ddetaeA itqoviideirt 
t^amttiieik ietd haughtytoae^ and gsvig 
p«uthre li^sttt-stlitceg to Uie^peror, ihataTl 
l)i8> cl«fih» ! slkmld > he[ at«6ade4 to ; at tite . 
aaaii()|hDei enifeaVourkig <by the tnost itllur- 
iikgf'oKtttB,' toi <tigaige Sigiknund'in lM)tttHi-> 
ti»'a^nStiJth^^i88.': <'^''i'-' J;-', •■ir.rnr-, 
"Rtgtti^lig the pt(fpoikVi*^wtv^ti Ui'it» 
imUf^ty imd p^iig KMlts'coitfideikigafi 
tiit^ptotiiteds "of a pnno^^ tv^M actiMHi 
^<^ goTcraed^ % tio pe^danel^t prih<Bi^6^ 

~ itffiiimd i(4it« piivate iotiivatloii ii)* thd 

;. j\.; I ■•.'Mir,': •. 'In d -r..;;!.. j ;-..i 

ceofcd^eates 
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P:HA.P:^orifedettttefi> ot^ every tliidgMith^t <pas9ed< 

' bdfang by thi»iJ(itsb(moUi;abie^ coeductto 

mden the btoaeh b^tweeir tbem atti4 Jwi 

derici. ' But the: attempt va»if%jaeW9c\mi' 

For tKough their vigilto<:^ wftSf'awafcesOg, 

they atill pewev^fired \n the system of xm- 

tr«Jity , which ^r had «o wi?dky ^dpgjfe^l?. 

McBijtwbUe, the *a*e«itM' |aelates;,uph 

aiaibusly <ileiiaandisd.th^.«bdi<;^ti(m 0f,>tk 

pope. ; Pei»U8id€!ii tbfti;|a:,fe|g^ .sv^m^ 

uoatai^'AMoA e«&efitibLl)y.'t(> fdciltt^te his 

escape, John. iEe{died.'wilb dtastMaabledjiM)- 

deration, '"thutjbe should «t aU ti^le9^be 

** .ready to sacrifice himseICf<»'lbe.int««ste 

♦* of rehgioDt-'j . Iq coafora®*^ tp^thi*d^ 

mtioiH he fHlsA^ted' bit9^?bQifiK3^(i 

oounciU aod iwentttbrpugh Ih9.> pttniNrsC' 

reiiwOr ifitb .«;d«g^ee of digoity aoa.«# 

command, which pirodvH^d I ItbeiuHf dittt 

sympathy ift.l*^.!flil^4>f theig^lWSn- 

Str9$kji!rxth.thei«f»^fttltHie!?t^p.l<e» Sjg^ttiwwl 

ii|M«i)?dia|iljfMi4^i4e|ii%ciKkW|Hfaj»ilqj«ih 

Wo^s^vi^iiSfili ^iss^hi^^Q^i^^ 
The patriarch of Antioch then arose, and 
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inanieii^s|E;e«ic stp^eeb ooin^Miiaic&t6d 'to chap. 
tothe diahiw of the assesdblj^; fitf so ^lo- '^^^' 
<!i0i»'aniattbf sel^devotin^^. . ;■ 

MiThfe rwhbtey however, of this im^o^iiig 
idefae'wasMiq morei thaia a wdl-acte^ fUtd&t 
t»ecftjnh€;d by ftiife'! tfUcotSioi^ofiSt. JPctei-, in 
srder to-disgoisfelmTeaUntenttciins: I^eitlier 
mas it lai^)fas£»r6> his perfidy- becaitic^otoi- 
9ii)us.;.fiar sdeurceljriiad h^rdceiVecS ttfe a^ 
^uawK^ofq tihe; council, ; for' a display, tof 
Aia^s^niiiii^iaiaiotl becf orid the fisadvidf 
|)umanv>wffciiiejutiiaii jtakiBg^ wAva.ti4kgt)^6( 
,\hfii lOonfiwiMi.' of a? . tootoamaent cekbitated 
I^^Frederidi&f^ tii^t^urpoie, lie tl^d% tli^ 
idrsss .bf'ttf/pdiiliiHkijQ, «asd/!i«ac3h@(|''Sli£ld'- 
,baiUS6B)laendiqaDTidred;::whens iie->tv^ sdo'a 
joie«itbjjr;:theidlike of.A'tistiia'fv ' > < 
>') : : KQr(900il«r j-ivtis: tluel pope's liiight ; mad« 
l|inbliCi; tboti th^xnty oftGoqi^acei^^tdiB 
4r[8««itpeoif jtnjbahiaaaididcnistiivna^h/. ■ Ap- 
^ffebtNitfl^ Tor ibesroihi (safety, di^s-Itdiah 
prelaws ftbought only >ofi'^vaiig>tha»&6lv?ei 
fiomithdindlgnatMitl df^aMfiekasperated^'po- 
^iikG&)<F«n4;<esc&p{Hl ! iinder vttirioud'' 4ii«- 

• Ti(!lni«^:^:':it Ttcfa«tfH'4«^ll'*Uv. 

guise*; 
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*"'• , feat fii^* tfl-ji^b^. p»lft^ t whiefct had latdjr 
been inhabiteil. by. j^; ^tmtidV aod.^MnU 
in is^ f^w iDtnmeD^' Iftftve :ra;s^d it to^tbe 
grcwpd* h^iikef ji«>*Tfe«en.'preTei»ted by 
jt^e jLin^y ,}0teif6refM»«f t&e idagsstntesit 
, Id t^i9 »tmagfridileniHtiii^iailikeais «m 
coQiiiefiQd} ^trhOv^aftprmatutvidriaidemtfm 
»9oly!9d; t^at i&He bahibMdt iboQldiie 
idepuiedJio tbe.pdpe, iritb)dE>presai>i||fflic- 
«?i^tipfi ^ return. ^Johnirei^mBd.ii^ 
■with tibe wJajcntest^extpitest&OQ^wfi itfouvteijH 
jReqofiHiDg than.AaoiTi£6im'>th^t(oatiiiO% 
V,tb«t}t)teilI,-slatfjr0frhiB bcilaitib-'ieqaift^ 
'f.qbain^.pfKairJjand.tiiaJtltharfiiimsithff sole 
** jQau^.^f-bis rombfra]/.' )iiK(a}piSnut« ktiie>, 
however, to;<Mt0afib)S'Cofafldeatia^ftiMii!N, 
iti^exprdsaed Huqec^f in difi«re0titn«tt/^ftnd 
ftateii tbatfluppoghtasioiisfdf ihid^pefM 
sf ^ty :hadi iiidii0fid)UMiiBtdtBdce}tki8^i«0ip^ 
>(ate »tf^t: s^ii)Q^aa/tlM>hsnd6ioT^lSi^ii«la4 
hie !C0NM{iiQVfibde<iin lioDsdf ssoiJrej>'£! * ' i 
. AiW th^'SetQitt^dE doe; caid!Miab.{itiii«ai 
4€|>atod» M»/a-sri>iiwrte9 jiibbD^iirh«Etaiai> 



* 



.-s.j^ sures 
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fluieS it would be* fit to pursoe ; when dhe chap* 
majority agreed in opinion, that ^^notwilh- , 
standing the secfsiion jc^ the pope, the 
present assembly was a! perfect representa-« 
tioa of the churchy and ought not to sepa^ 
rate till it's . unity wa$ established, and a 
eomplete refonn eflfected/' They, farther 
declare that ^^ persons* of all descriptions, 
were hound to' obey it's decisions! in spiid-^ 
tual affaiiis ; «nd thf^t Jc^n by withdrawing 
cland^stain^ly/ 0-om Constaniie,^ had laid 
bims^ opea tu ^ ^tuipidbn of ;heresy^« 

Perceiving all the ben^t which miglit be 
derived firom. die ^ precipitate oonduct of 
Usi rira], Sigi&musid.resolted to cmdi at 
oiice both the. pope and:l}is protfector^r^ 
Accordihgly, .with; the concurrence of a 
majority of tbe. German pirxnces, a deputar 
tion was sent to. FiederiCt irequiring hk im^ 
mediate attendance, und thieat^nii^^imf 
in case of disobedience, with the c(m^c%'^ 
tion of all his revenues*.. Aw^aj»,h9W littlfi 
favour could be expect^ ifOn|^;9$i^i assfispi- 
bly, which was blindly devoteirto his ene- 
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CHAP, my, Ftcd^ric reftised to dotoply ^h ll» 
sdnmions. * He, was accdrAmgly declared 
giiilty of reb^Nidkiv aad put under the ifH^ 
perial bm; while the coundily xa thtir spi-^ 
ntufll c&pac^y, pibaouated sent^ce of 
exdommikmeatibit upon him; aniiilllk^ 
nj^ptestlj all his Cfetti^S and aUiaiuSei^ witib 
ether states^ dis|ieiniog laasi stibjecto fhna 
theboatk of aUegiailce^ clnd dfifering codh 
plete abM^liitioh to ^tpenons wha^hoold 
^iBsifit ki the holy wo^ of ^vhk§ ifell ex/^^ 
cutioH to tbe^ interdict^ bjt invadkig any 
paart df his domiiiioi».^ 

Wfadher tihds spirited cSdndvet was the 
effect : <tf supostitkm, of intov^t, or of a 
regard fbr tfiepiiblic we^re, it itwild be 
Ko^ a- waste of time td iDi|aire. Thb vesoh 
we(» dmiive^^d fsre a flttai'blow' to the 
hopes of iViidecie ; as^tnaHy 4^f tdie Mobility, 
who^JI^ b«^ hitherto^ dedned hk itios* 
ze^iciiii^i^^irtisalid, iio woitier beheld 1^ ki 
tiiis ahsadtrndt sta^ tbafi^ they took op 
at«)s lor hid d€dti^a%lioa.t 

* Mnller^ ib. • Jifay, IL i. 

i^ The counts of Nejlenbi^^ i^ontford, lAipfeo, aai 
ToggenburgWere among tlife numbw". (Stoiupf, Tschudi.) 
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the chief depbttdeace of SigiioiuiS^ Was C fi A ^ 
placed on the co-offerdtlot* 0!^ t^ Helvetia 
cantofis ; for aecdiitomefd ^ Ite wai tof ht 
ever guided by Ihc bas^ sug^^sfJdiii of iri- 
teresit) he Was incapable 6f ^upj^^g, tMt 
othefd diould act on better and ctorfe en- 
lightened |)ri|iciples'. To h^ ^xtttthe sofr- 
ftfiie horrevdr hfenO'^fr dracovdfed l9iat, ^veA 
itt ^litical tfaii^action^, (M ^oifce df 
honour i& sometimes obejedL The excuse 
dleged by the Swisd i» de£fchcef of tfeeir 
cotiducty did creidit to Iht hdtiornal cha- 
racter. The^e arei tmtfers indeed who' at- 
tnfeute this catiti<Mi to les^ creditable 
motives; and peidM thi£ the ^wUh 
were unwilling to ddclad* theteselves, till 
they could asc^taiii the jlreri^t^ of Fr^ 
dedc's f>arty. But if thii w6r0 t%€ case, 
they Were Wise ehoiiigh to' conce&l the sor- 
did ^la6 Jbeneaith a i^rei re^id tot etidU 
bg Gfeaties, arid th6 dread pfiiioH^ti^ tM* 
plighted faith. " 

The republic of £ieme aloae^ of all tb^ 
Helvetic people, ^oWod m AmxeiaAitie/H 
to parCak« in the spcfil^bf Atiltrtst;, 

U3 Ke 
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CHAP. T^c pope» who was minutely informed 
;J^by his confidential agents of all that 
passed^ thinking it imprudent to remaia 
any longer in the vicinity of Constance^ 
removed first to Lauffenburg,: and then to 
Friburg in the Brisgau ; where he publish- 
* ed a manifesto, declaring that his resigna- 
tion was the effect of compulsion, and 
that it ought in consequence to be re* 
garded as null. , 

Every thihg being prepared for war, the 
burgrave of Niirefliberg* assumed the 
command of the imperial army, and ad** 
vanced into^ the Thurgau, where he was 
met by deputies from mapy of the Austmh 
towns with offers, of voluntary: submission. 
Even Shaffhauseo r opened k^* gates; 
and as a reward fpr this act , pf disloyal- 
ty, was restored to the dignity of an 
.;; imperial city^ So great indeed wa& the 
prevalence of ecclesiastical influence, or 

* The bmgrave subsequentlj. purctiased the inarch of 
Brandenburg^ aiidiips Ae first elector ot his family. So 
ibail^ *£rmi^ dre earlietltr period, a spirit df rivaUy appears to 
havo'sidbsistej. bet ween the bouses of B^odenbufg and 
Aoalria. 

such 
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such, the unpopularity of Austria, that the cuaP 
troops advanced without the smallest op- ..^^v^ 
position.* : : * 

The Swiss had hitherto preserved the 
strictest neutrality; but finding themselves 
menaced with the indignation of the coun- 
cil, in case they continued to preserve thd 
feelings of amity toward a.;i excommuni* 
cated prince, the majority began at l^igth 
to waver ; and after weighing oh one hand 
the advantages offered by the imperial 
party, and on the other, the incanveniencies 
to which they might be ex posed by faith- 
fully respecting their engagements, they 
finally inclined to the side of interest. 
Their scruples being done away, theft 
views and efforts were wholly directed to 
the future aggrandisenaent of Helv^ia.+ ^ 
The BemeriS, whc»e eyes had been long 
fixed upon the Argau ivith all tiie eager- 
ness of unprincipled ambition^ were thi| 
first to take the field, and commenced 
liostilities by the siege of Zofingen. Thtt 

. . ... .-. \ ; . . • :^ . . ■ ;> 

♦ Mudl^r, ib. . ^ . . > 

U 3 otlipr 
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€ H^p. eti^ejr c^ntpm had agreed to carry on the 
i,;^;pr^ ^ar in commo^t and at the conchision of 
the campaign, to divide the spoil ; but ^ 
object of Beroe was widely different, Hiat 
am|i>itiou$ republic aimed at acting an 
I independent part, and seemed determined 
to direct her operations according to the 
dictates of private interest, without {kigo^^ 
iDg to atten4 to the glory or the welfare of 
the confederacy. 

According to the repeated declarations 
0{ all parties, the object of the war wa$ 
xnfPely to reduce the duke of Austria tea 
propejr sense of liis duty, and. tq oonipel 
him not only to make ample satisfaction 
for his past impmdence, but to give se* 
<mritj that he would in fhture behave as 
i>epame a dutiful scm towards so indulgent 
1^ mother at the church. But whatever 
may havs been the character, which the; 
lound yt cooirenieat to assume, the ^cep- 
tionwiB too gross tp succeed. l^esU^ht^ 
knowledJi^ oi huma^ natuie ^q» suffietent 
to discover, that in this, as in all similar 
1pngagements,tn/eres^was themaster-apHng, 
vbich pot ^ whoJe body i^ motion. In 

private 
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pm&te life, individQabaile co^able^l^r^CfiAP* 

ibrti>iiig the: iioldest deeds ^mn^geoarous 

motLyea; b^t wJKU tkejr act id m aggr^n 

gate hodyy ih€k\wf9B^am ha^ pnr^^ imd 

^ Aggr^Bfidkement of tha natian ie» usually 

regard^ by Jlie lea?fc ciacrupt of ijqv^fii-r 

Bnpts as a valid ^seirte for ingratiiudeX 

or bteacb of faith. ; ■ * I 

. PrettFurious as. was tlM situajdon^ to Avhidb 

Frederic was reduced^ the distress of Ids 

subjects was scarcely inferior to hi$ dwn* 

Assailed on efreiy side by a powciful coa- 

Ution^ they had neither the mcaiis.of eon^ 

verting a general plan of defeoce^ ojsr of 

leapiing the iatentinos of thetn Mp^^^py 

pfince. Meanwhile^ tthfi 3ie|^ of ZofingBH 

was: carried on witk aativiiy. Igyr tl)^;J^ci!t 

aers, who were.desirous of |^e«^i9Qg tfa^^ 

selves mast^B of. that impdrtant pkce| 

b^MTQ the vept of tiamocMSeA^mlxt wttt^m 

a situation to take jthtt^M^- Thfi)reager«f 

aek» to aeeqippl^h this o^scfe^ proved, it 

%<Hirabk eireimistance for the gamson^; 

as i« indutied the besiegers, to aocede^to 

every reasonable demand ; and of this the 

burghers were ^'s6*^ Jftill^'seniiftlei that they 

.* . ■- U 4 not 
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CHA>. not only obt^toed a complete ratification; 
of all the privileges which they had eo^jed. 
under the dominion of Apstria^ but even: 
acquired many additional franchises.* 

The arms of Berne were every where 
triumphant. Arberg, Arau^ Brack, and 
I^eoaburg opened their gates. Hven Haps* 
burg, the hereditary seat of Austrian great* 
ness, submitted to the rictorious repubfic, 
and was Vor eyer lost to the successors of 
Kodolphus. 

Though the example of Behie could not 
fail to operate as a strong incentive to war, 
the Zurickers were still desirous of preserv- 
ing appearances; and upon receiving a 
•ttaunons from the emperor to join the 
league, urged in the most respectful laD** 
Ipiage the scruples which they still enter- 
tained, and humbly supplicated him, if he * 
would admit t>f no excase, to pul:dish svxk 
ar rescript, as might justify them in the 
eyes of the world for this apparent viola* 
tion of public fidth. At the same tinie,tfaey 
requested that he would coiisult the most 

• Isiiffcr^^iilkf^ Hu 

eminest 
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eminent civilians, with respect to the le*cHAP: 
gality of such a proceeding. Justly aus^* , ^*^* 
peeling the honesty of these scroples, Si- 
^ismund, upon recdiving th^ request," sent 
back the delegates with the following de- 
claration, which was publicly read in a 
^neral diet at SchweitU; " Thp electors v 
and princes of the Roman empire, pccle- 
siastical; and secular, togetb^ with the 
ambassadors of the kings of £nglandt 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Poland, and 
Bohemia, having taken into serious con- 
sideration the treaty which actually sub^ 
sists bcjtween the Helvetic republics and 
Frederic dukei of Austria^ are unanimously: 
of opinion Uiat the Swiss, as members^ 
of the Gennanic body, are bound to rf^ 
ford every possible aid to the emptor; 
their obligations to the empii:e and to tbp^ 
chujrpb being paramount to all other en*^ 
gagements. And in return for their prcnnpt 
obedience^ tte^anperor co&ienta to grant 
to the Helvetic body aU. the territory, 
which they may concfuer from the duke 
of Austria, to be held in quality of an 
imperial fief*" ^ 

• Mailer, ib. 

Sigismund, 
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CHAf. Sigismund) at the same time, addressed 
3^^' a partial ordiqance to the fo«r forest-rcau- 
tons, including Zug and Glaris; ^tiag, 
*< that as IVederic, coromonly: called duke, 
of Attstria, kid claim to various jurisdio- 
tions and revenues within their respective 
domaiBs, they weie prohibited under the 
severest peoakies fl'om allowing him to 
levy contrihutions, or from afibrding hi» 
any ^dal services ; since he had forfeited 
ervery fight to allegiance, by his contuma- 
cio«» behaviour toward the Roman em-' 
pire.^*' Itie confederates, whose scruples 
were fiow completely lulled by the soothing 
p4«£wpcct of gain, resolved upon war, witii 
liie- single exception of the- eanton of Uri ; 
f(xt no persuasion could convince that uu- 
corrupted people, that ther^ existed aay 
earthly power, capaMe of dispensing with 
the violation of oaths, and thus rendevrag 
perfidy a duty. 

In a few weeks, the Lueemefs made 
themselves masters of SurseCj with the 
tivee baiHwics of Itichensee, Meyenbei^, 

* Mailer, ib. . .*• . 

5- * and 
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and Vilmeriogen. The ZuiickeiB, oa their c h \k 
part, were no less succ^sfuL After taking ,^^^ 
Mellijagen and Brefngarten, they united 
their troops with those of the other can tons, 
and laid siege to Baden ; the conquest d 
which, though attended with considerable 
difficulties, was of great importance. Ap- 
plication was -made to Berne for assist* 
fince ; as the besiegers were an:&ious to avail 
themselves of the opportunity, foreseein^f 
that a reconciliation between the con tend- 
mg parties would at once deprive them of 
every hope of success. 

Notwithstanding the liberal supplies, 
which he derived from the munificence of , 
the pope, Frederic was soon convinced of 
ihe impossibility of continuing the con- 
test ; and detennined, accordingly, by 
every reasonable concessioii, to divert the 
gathering storm. Finding, hcnvever, that 
Aothing short of unconditional submission 
Would satisfy his implacable rival, he for 
a long time hesitated what course to pur- 
Bue<, Now resolving to put himself at the 
bead of the brave ^yrolese, on whose cou- 
*"«ige and fidelity he could depend; now 

I . listening 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAP, listening to thq mild ^'dmonlUona of prua 
^ dencQi and preparing to act as she directed^ 
Concilia1x>ry measures : were warmly re- 
commended, by the duke pf Bavaria^ whq 
undertook to poften the resentipent o£ 
Sigismund, and thus prevailed upon Fre* 
dcric to cojnpl^. 

On the day appointed for the appearagj?^ 
of the duke of Austria at Constance^, Sigis- 
mund invited the most distinguished m^^ 
bers of the council tp witness this extrppri 
dinary spectacle : A spacious hall wasckh 
sen for the ceremony; and Sigismund, moTe 
fully to gratify his pride^ placed hiniself at 
it's extremity. Frederic at length appeared. 
Hp was supported between the duke of 
Bavaria and the elector of Brandenburgi 
:each of whom held him by an arm. At 
his entrance he knelt thrice in token pf 
submission; when Sigtsmund, addressing 
him with dignity^ in a loud ^nd peremptory 
tone, inquired his business. To this ques- 
tion the duke of Bavaria replied^ ** Mighty 
"king, at the request tif my coij^, the 
" duke of Austria, I earnestly entrejtt youi 
^* majesty to pardon every offepc^ which 

• '^ he 
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** he may have comibitted, either against chap. 
" your sacred person, or the venerable w-v* 
" coujicil over which you so honouraUy 
" preside. Most willingly does he resign 
" himself, and all his ppssessions to your 
" disposal, placing unbounded confidence 
" in your clemency. At the same time^ 
" he declares himself ready to bring back 
"the pope, provided you will pledge your 
"royal word, that his person and |wo^ 
" perty shall be respected/' The em- 
peror, raising his voice, now demanded, 
"Will duke Frederic himself ratify this 
" promise?'" " I will,*' answered the duke, 
ia accents scarcely articulate, from con^ 
fiision ; " and most huipbly dp I solicit 
" your pardon/' The melancholy tone in 
which he uttered this short aad broken 
sentence, pierced the heart of Sigismund, 
who immediately replied ; *^ It is^ indeed, 
*^ most aiflicting to us, that you should 
" ever have needed it 1" * 

* Muller gives a very bterestitig account of the whole 
ceremony, and is always so exact in producing the au^* 
thorities, from which bin infoimation is derived^ that I 
follow bidtwiUM^uthcwtatitm, (Irbv) 

Encouraged 
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CHAP. EncottTAged by ikw ioHmtd Un^ Of 
' Toioe, the duke procee<)ed t6 take the oat5 
c^ attegiaoce, and surrendered all )m p06- 
iesstons into the> etnperw's hands; with 
the exfkrefis declaration, that he would be 
content to receive baek such parts onl j, as 
he iA bis bounty tioigbt ecndescend to rt- 
»tor^. 

The eereraowy tiow concludtd^ sigis* 
mttftd fumed to the Italian prelates with 
aa air o^ triumph^ abd addressed tliem io 
the following words : ** Ye know^ reverend 

fhtherS) frdm espetience, the power and 

ooosecfue&be of the house of Aifstna. 
" Let the scene, to which ye have jusi 
•• been witnesses^ instruct you what an 
•• emperor of Germany can etfect !" 

Si^dm'ond, whose ^vanity was not yet 
fblly satisfied) gave imbiediate directioa^ 
to his troops to take possession of ^e do- 
AffimtOnsy which Frederio had surrendered. 
The .order was executed without delay. 
But upon their preparing to enter the 
I'yrol, they found that duke Ernest, 
Frederic's brother, had put it in< such a 
posture of defence, th«t the attempt woul^ 
• - be 



M 
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be dAtended ^'Ah imiskitAettt donget > atod crap. 
the jM-ojecfe was, tb ^oflseq^^accr abaii* ^^^J^ 
dbned. 

The <|jsptrt» with the^tfk^ df AusUitf 
being at length termititifed, tfa^ attetiticAi 
of ^ council W^ nejct directed toitAtd 
the |>ope; and tte dd^toic of ^^tid^ih' 
burg t«cdved pofeitiTC diir^ctidri* to briA^ 
hiSk back, either by entnteaty or by force. 
Fortaken by all, John stfffk^d hhtoseir, 
without the least resistance, to be cotii 
diicted to a fortress in the ticinity of Con- 
stance. Th6 situatioit, ia which he Was 
fedaced, was duMcient to excite the (Sotn- 
feiseration of hi* ihost ihteterate foes. Alt 
regard for the dignUy of his station Wa^ 
l^d. aside ; his iaults iilond Were rethem-- 
hSred. Even the vices of his eafliest youth 
trere brought forward, and painted ill the 
blackest colours*. 

faired not tbe aid^ cxtigBiMitfod to limdar odiote muAt 
a character as Us. Dr. l^osbeiin cKpresalf .«^ that b* 
was destitute o( every principle, bodi of leligiw wk 
probity. 111.40*. 

On 
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CHAP. Ott the twenty-ninth of May the cotmcif 

v^^vO proceeded to pass sentence upon the uni-* 

Ui6. versal sovereign of the christian world- He 

was decided guilty of simony ; of having 

lavished the revenues of the church fot 

the grati6cation of his inordinate passions; 

and finally^ of having offended the picnis 

by the shameful publicity of his vices. In 

consequence of these crimes, it was una* 

niraously voted^ that he was unworthy 

any longer to fill the elevated station, to 

which he bad been injudiciously raised. 

This resolution was no sooner taken, than 
a deputation of cardinals was named t^ 
communicate it to the pope. Convinced 
that opposition, could no longer ayailg 
the degraded pontiff received them with 
cheerfulness ; and making a . virtue of 
necessity acknowledged, in the pres€;nce 
of several witnesses, that he willingly re- 
signed every claim to the apostolic chair. 
But his former duplicity having justly de-r 
prived him of all title to confidence, he 
Was committed to the custody of the elec- 
^ " toV ^Palatine, to be confined in the castle 
of Heidelberg. There he remained till the 
•. .year 
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yeanr 1418, when upon paying a consider- chap. 
able ransom he was set at liberty, with s^rr^ 
tlie consent of Martin, who then filled the 
papal throne. No sooner had he recover- 
ed his freedom, than he hastened to Flo-^ 
rcnce, to throw himself at the feet of 
Martin, who immediately conferred upoti 
him the dignity of cardinal with the bishop* 
ric of Frescati. His constitution, how- 
ever '^as so completely ruined by the 
irregularities of his youth, that it was little ^ 

calculated to struggle against the storms, 
to which his maturer age was exposed.* 
Meanivhile, the siege of Baden was pro- 
secuted with upabating vigour; and the 
besiegers having at length effected a breach 
in the walls, the town surrendered upon 
condition that the confederates should re- 
store it, in case they should fail in reducing 
the castle. But the Swiss were no sooner 
informed of the reconciliation, which had 
taken place between Frederic and Sigis-^ 
mund, than they redoubled their efforts^; 

* MuUer informs us, that he died shortly after 'bis en- 
largement, (lb.) 

voj,. II. X Additional 
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CHAP. Additional canfton being JMougjbt h&m 
^^^* Zuric and Luoerne, a breafch wm madcr 
fiuffickBtly practicable to Justify wi m^ 
sauk* Both paoiks now displayed Ik 
most heroic raJoiur; yet, aflw n day 'rf 
Timorous exertioDs little ^ooDd was^g^doed. 
The garriBoii bo\re¥er ivul BiaS&&i sd 
severely, tiiai tkey ofien^ to eapkiilate; 
aod the besiegers were so eagor to 
get fK)S9ei»ioii of the fortress^ tbet 
few di6&cullies occui^ised in >aBcnni^aiigtl» 

Tbe isu!&pie»OQ8 entertained l>y tilte^ofi* 
federates, respecting tbe empenorfs inten- 
tions» ^ere aekow fully Tenfiedi (fbr^iimim* 
diately after be bad ^gratified bisiBtMrii* 
Bate vta«iity wJbbb tins buwiMi9tiia& o£Br^ 
d^ky be sent ordem to iht Srvrias cto idteiist 
frmn farther bostslkies. ^BsA ifioding bti 
iii^unetioBS ditsregard^ oad Ibat tb^ 
were distenrudod ^t aU ^ifsents to oretaan f»&* 
seteion iG^f Badea, be idepdted ^tbe icouate 
of To^onbiirg and Ntaidtrnteltof^uiittKiii 
them to resign it, as a fief belonging to the 

Id ik 



Digitteed by 



Google 



mpenal, crgi^v;!. Sui Ik^v amy.ci iooCHAP. 
Jl^te: for a|( they ftpjji^OAcb^d thie walls, ^ * 
jtfeey b?^el4 phfi ckisdel jo i»mes; the ccmi- 
kiemtfiB hayijjg prjeCcrr^ tjjye >acrifece of 
jl^ajL importaot fortpess, to jan f^^n rupture 
w:kh Sigissftuud. Ijaceoaed at this act xrf 
S^ixoity^ (the ambajssjadocs x:;0m|)dained in 
ihittertermsofa measure, which they |uiM> 
Ij jj^gj^ded ftj5 offea^ive to iihe paramount 
iwthority of their jnaster; while ^tbe Swiss 
alleged in their own jusrtiftcation, that 
j^9 hostile pJaus pursuied by Frederic, 
>iace:his recouciliatioo with tk^ emptor, 
fcad rendered tU^t measure irwiispeiteably 
mcmiSivy to their own security. 

NptJung »ow >€^Ained for Jthe c^ofe- 
idcarates, but to divide the spoU. For this 
iP»rpQ5e a diet assembly at ^uric, and, 
came to the following resolutions: that 
J^rne should rqtain pQsse3sioji of ,aU her 
C(mquests in the Argau; that Lucerne 
should keep Sursee, and Zuric Knonau; 
but that the rema.ining territory should be 
cqqjoiptly governed , by .tbP six Qftn.tofts, 
{by wliose combined valour it had been 
X 2 acquired 
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CHAP, acquired.* The deputies of Uri protested,ia 
the most energetic terms, against the whole 
transaction, which they represented as 
highly disgraceful to the Helvetic charac- 
ter* During the heat of debate, one of 
them addressed the assembly in language 
which would have done honour to a Roman 
senator, in the proudest days of Roman 
virtue: '* We ought to recollect, my friends, 
** that the war in which we have engaged, 
" was not occasioned by any quarrel of our 
" own. It was in the cause of religion that 
" we fought. Can it be consistent then 
" with the strict principles of equity, for 
" us to appropriate to our own use the 
" spoils of a sovereign, from whom we 
" have received no recent injury; and 
*^ this too, during the existence of a truce? 

♦' Ziiricj Lucerne^ Schweitz, Unterwalden, Zug, and 
Glaris ; for Berne was left out, on account of the acqoi- 
ttitions which she had made in the Argau. This is the fir^ 
instance of the kind, that we meet with in Helvetic history. 
Tliis species of joint sovereignty was productive of an es- 
sential change in the politics of Switzerland, and required 
a degree of disinterestedness and patriotism which is rarely 
to be fouqd in human transactibns. 

" Whatever 
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" Whatever we have conquered, we are cpAP. 
" bound to restore to Sigismvind, that we v..^viw 
" may thus enable him to do. justice to 
" an oppressed and unhappy pi^nee. . 
" Such are our Sientiments, They arethedic- 
" tates of hearts unseduced by interest, and . 
" which value glory beyond all the trea-, 
" sures of the earth. But should they un^ 
" happily be productive of no salutary ef-. 
" fects, it is' our decided resolution to ac-*. 
" cept no share of the plunder: for our^ 
** fathers taught us that honesty is the wi-. 
" sest policy, and we are determined ever. 
*' to observe the golden precept with fide-. 
** Jity*.'' The plain language of truth was 
DO longer calculated for the ears of the con- 
federates. The integrity of the Urners was 
ridiculed , as a weakness unworthy of states^ 
men ; and was, in fact, a weakness of which 
statesmen are seldom guilty. 

Such were the advantages, which the 
Helvetic republics derived from the council 
of Constance. In the space of a few 
weeks they tore frpna the house of Austria 

* Midler, ib. 

X3 aeon- 
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ckA^.si ttrdideikhW phtt of i€i Hereditary jSbs, 
J«v^ si^S^ion^. NdfKittg n6-^ appeared w^<r%, 
bat a ttgd iUk} sitid for the ace(iiUition of 
that flley tl-iisted to the dJittesi of Sigis* 
iftarid, At first, inrfi-ed, fie thottght H dm 
ih tfie dlgHfiy of ^i^ htAiim to i*edeii^6 their 
dteri wiiK disddiii, aftd tb dfedlard his te, 
stfltitibh; if (tibf tiefused to listen to tertiis 
at accbiiittibdaticiti, of recovering the dis-! 
ptited piwlHces by force oFamis: tihthe^ias 
t'ooi wfeli ac<JlikiHled tiith the chd^dclei- of 
ttie Si^isSi to blelifeVe the iihdertakiftg prafct 
tJcJlble. lii i littTe tirlie therefore ati ir-. 
inhgeilieiit took pldce, by -tvliich the ferii- 
l^'ei-br sAciriftced the intfetcsts of Austria tq 
hfl oWh iiiihiei^Jate riece^sitiH*, 

Evbt-j' Ihirig had stiicceeded so efltiirely 
tb Sigisunuhd's t^ishe*, that Sfter the resign 
riatic^ of Dfegdry Xll. hfe iltidertook ^ 

ilifs tttpixint of Behra (iaici ^,000 ^orfM Tor tltft ^l^ier- 
vi^ of tbelr coBqiieJtSi «n^ ttie cttifer citnton* 4j^ 
QtAyi The latter grant yia$ bowfver aocompaoied «it|r? 
provbo, that it might kt any time be resumed by the Aiur 
triah family, oii the repaym^t of the origibal sum, wrth 
fhe ad4ition of 6,000 florins for the expencea of the war. 

journey 
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jaumef in^SpaiA; iatteiiiig himself^ tbaiCHAP» 
<fa« ^hari»^ oS iraperiJil eloqueuce coitid J^^^ 
^at £»U > to^ ov<r<eoitte the scr u pks of Bene- 
di0t X JIL who WBi& now the ouljr renaainf- 
ing pontiff, and had fixed his residence at 
PeFpigiwB* But he doon experienced^ to^ 
ys e&tcenie^ surpriBe, thiit he had been too 
si^nguine i^^ ht$ a^^ipationB^. That prelate 
Has pcnretuptory mhia relnsal to abdicate^ 
i^ de&od^d bi3 claims with infinite 
addness. The erapeiror hQwav» so fiur sncw 
««ed6^^ thai Fecdidtnd, king. of Arfagon, 
wbiX had hithetto supported Benedict in 
ltd vai» prefensiooa^ no^f abandoned his 
ioteres^. Th^ S^paniard's protection being 
wi^hdrawnt the council proceeded to paas 
a^fttooce; a«d having declared him guilty 
9f coatmn^cjt heresy> and whatever else 
^m most heinous^ m tlie estimation of 
ch^FQh-npyenqi they formally deposed him 
^b« $t* Peter's diam 

Too im» (o fmt^ the ui^enerous grati- 1417. 
fitfalion of a rivs^l's disgrace, Sigismund on 
Iw departtti© for Spain left Frederic under 
a guard at Constancct where he was hourly 
top«*#4 lo fte»fe indigi3kities. Additional 
X4 accusations 
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312. HISTORY OF THE , 

CHAP, acaisations ^rere alleged every day, to 
U'hich the unlmppy prinoe was compelled 
to answer before judges, blindly devoted 
to his enemy, and prepared to execute liis 
harshest mandateis. 

He was not of a temper^ howeveFi tame- 
ly to submit. His disposition, naturally 
irritable, had by misfortune been rendered 
auspicious. Even the manly conduct of 
hijf brother, in arming the Tyrolese for his 
defence, was now regarded with a jealous 
eye : for he bad been betrayed by so, many 
of his friends, that hq could no longer place 
confidence in any. Unable to support his 
present state of degradation, and desirom 
more' nearly to investigate the measures 
vhich Ernest had adopted for the preser^ 
vation of the Tyrol; he secretly withdrew 
from Constance, and thus exposed himself 
a second time to the resentment of the 
council, and incurred the imperial ban! 
Nor ^as it till after the return of Sigismund, 
and the election of a new pope, that he 
was reinstated in the full possession of bis 
tt^reditary dominions. 
•' Upon his arrival from Spain, Sigismuod 
'■-*'-. was 
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Has received with the liveliest expressions chap. 
Q^ j^J- The distinguished part, which he XIV, 
had hitherto acted in the motley drama of. 
ecclesiastical refornj, proved highly grati- 
fying to the vanit'y of a man, whose whole, 
happiness was placed in external objects. 
One things however,: was still wanting to 
complete his glory, the resloratibn of the 
ancient discipline of the church. Totl» 
accomplishment of this important purpo^ 
he now turned his thoughts. But the far- 
greater number of the members of the 
council were too deeply interested in de- 
feating the project, to enter into his views 
with honest ze»i. So that whenfever the 
emperor recoipmended the subject to their 
eonsideitation, they constantly found means 
^ elttde the discussion of it, by urging fiie 
necessity of i^rst electing a pope. While 
Sigismund insisted, that the reform oughts 
of cburse to precede th« election ; an opi- 
Wn, in wliich'he was strenuously support- 
ed by the whole Germanic body. The 
dispute was carried on with great acrimony; 
but the result proved favourable, as is too 
frequently the cascj to th^ cause of corrup- 
tion. 
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CH^F.taom Otiu» Ca|pBnaii^» in oonsectueiioe 
' iiaiseid t« tke vacatit dxair^ and astftnueii 



1419. tke nasnt ai Martsn V.* 

£Kp<aience fi6vir plaialjrrfio^ed, tbattbft 
ftkaods of reUgioa had been deceited. For 
tiMmgb senrersl prineiplcs had beta, preri* 
(wislj ettabHsbed, as the bask of a fttiim 
ttiOTiSti ik6 caccUnUb- bad no aoooer detoxed 
tii^lr frriac^pal poiot, ikmn tbajT eociated 
thfiiiMMslireti ia efqpioeUioti to aH fiiHb«r pro>* 
QBCtdtngs. Nor ecwiU ali tbe eforto ol 
ikd»6i, wbo were seoou^jr afatfoiod fior ti» 
s«fetjr of the eburch^ pMicoM mgr real iim 
pnyv<aiiie«t{ thoogh. tke ato^roive |Kifty a& 
Icdted t» inlcodttte aMne (nfliitf cbin^ 
lijr lirhieb thtj boped to qaWt tbe p»hk 
flnind; ttSeriing att c^oestioiia «f niili im* 
partance to tbe distcuavioB: of a f^ave c4«»* 
cil^ Whicb the n«w popd apfiiiiiiited lOffiMk 
at Paviarf*. Mattin bovr dk«o}v($d th« as* 
s^mbl^k aftet }<xtdk)g tfa«> bo]^ latbers witb 
prai»e$ and beoedt€tie«i» for tb^ ef$ijB«iU 
w«V}ces Wbicb tbe/ bi^d m^^e^M (» ttv* 

« li^tlwhii lit, 4W, 

f Ott Um fiblk of Af<Hl, t4rt, 

christian 
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diHstian world. The trorfd howfeyer wdi ^fiAf, 
6f a ditferent opittioH, and ddubted, whe^ ^^^' 
ther so much tirtife and motley had heeh 
profitably etperided iii r&erfely acdotfrpilsh* 
ing the deposition df one pope, dird thb 
ifefeyation df anbthat- in hfe pl^e^. 

Cdald any additional ai'gaiitcftt be it'3nt!< 
M to provid how faf the spirit of ihtwgti^ 
iind interest prevailed in di^ettihg the pfot 
ceediD^^ df tfii^ celebrated syndd, ireneei 
6nly recat to the reader's att6iitidft tHie! me*. 
tat)ch6iy (ttQ of John Hnss, and J^toimt 
ibf I^mgtiev the detail of this shaiheftil 
t^ansattldh has betti piitpdiely rteerVed foir 
■ihfe jire^eiik nidthent, though tHfcy feR a sd- 
ptifite to the violencfe bf fdigkHis zeil at 
titi eiariy period of f hd oounctK 

ScaltJfeiy had Wifekliife's bpinron^ found 
ihfeir way ittto i!ie Gerhiah unitfeftitic!^, thah 
new lights burst upon the hiifnan thind, ilvid 
gave birth td a fepih'tbf ^iKjuii-y adftiittcbly 
catetii'atpd tti tlispe! thfe tl6\iids df fertor AM 
iSnpfers'tittori, ahii fei^ibit ehfistiattity itt 'tl% 
jyiifesfc Ipieiidddh His ^ritiftgs becattie M 
object of too general curiosity, to escape 
^e db^Viition of H^ss. Tllfeit bdld stile 

of 
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CHAP. of reasoning was in perfect unison with the 
y^^ sentiments of that pious man, and in a 
^hort time Engrossed his attention. 

Huss was not less distinguished* for the 
^^tjh of his erudition, than for the un- 
blemished purity of his character. The 
euergy indeed, with which he defended the 
catiae of morality, sometimes tr^msgressed 
Ihje bounds of prudence ; since it led hiqj 
in the vehemence of dispute, to disregard 
^e quality of the person, against whom 
Ifis censures were aimed. But bis into- 
gi;ity, which resisted, the temptaiiou^ qf 
wealthy and braved the resentment of 
.power, must furnish his excuse. In that age, 
the mild voice pf persuasion might havp 
pleaded for ever with ineflfectual zeal, while 
the unqualified fervor of the enthusiast 
Jdndled terror and conviction in th^ 
coldest breasts.t 

.^ No sooner did he venture openly to in- 
jculcate opinions, which were deemed herer- 
,tical by the blind bigotry of the age, thao 
jhe was accused before thp archbishop of 

. f ^M«>% m 400. <. ; t Uud* 

Pragqe, 
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Prague, who was easily persuaded to cen-CHAP. 
sure Wickliffe's principles, as contrarj to ^^' 
the established doctrines 6f the church. 
This premature sentence was, in fact, a 
tacit reproach upon the majority of the 
Bohemian professors, who for the most 
part embraced the new tenets ; and began 
publicly to tax the metropolitan, with in- 
justice in having collectively condemned 
articles, of which he had not seriously as- 
certained the heterodoxy* 

Huss, however, plainly discerned that 
WicklifFe^s name was assumed by his ad^ 
versaries as a cloke for their real designs. 
But as he was known to possess considerable 
credit with Wenceslaus (by whose patro- 
nage he was raised to the important post 
of Rector)^ they dropped the prosecution, 
convinced that the moment was not yet ar? 
rived when they could urge it with any 
prospect of success. ' 

Such was the state of things, when a 
council assembled at Pisa, for the avowed 
purpose of terminating all the disorders of 
the church. Following the example which 
had been set by the university of * Paris, 
2 Huss 
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c«AP. H^i$^ ^4 ^^^ adiierents 4ecl^r|6d in beha^ 
^^ of the couocij, altfeough the archbishop 
"Wf^rwly eaponspd the iCRU^ of OTOgory 
XII* T^U ditiS^reoce of jsenUment, upoo\so 
eiyicnti^l a pouMi) rcrku^dled the.dorm^t 
flame* Fjuw way again attacked £or the 
fl^gulaiity of bisapimaas, wli^le he retorbe^ 
in ;^«gu« aad gei^aral dedaimttioil^ vpQa 
1^ yicey and cofruption of the church. 
Tibe cu^e»t of popular ppanioQ rj^n stroqg* 
ly in favour of th§ new doctrines. The ne- 
eprntjof^^refi^m wras insisted upon hymen 
of ewry desorip.tioQ, Ahose only ^excepteij, 
ifrho were ipersoo^Jly interested in the sup- 
fOtt Af>eKifttiag abusep. Rvan <^ lower qr- 
demof eoclesiaatic^ «nitediatbe generalciy, 
end ttbttpdered from their pulpits again^ 
the f^ceo^tts lives of their supericn^. Tbe 
aiwi»ce, intwppenattce and tyrwfuy of ilbe 
autred clergy ware every where aauhjeot 
of satire and complaint. 

jfLJt ja t^03^ wthfi9 the public mind was 
1U)ive]?sally agiitaled b^y discpssic^ns of ik]\» 
IMiture^ it >is no ^wonder .that rHviss w^ 
boaard mith {attrition and with applai^* 
Ppp^pitipn j(w* .fi?esh enei^ to his qbfi* 

racter, 
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factor, ami lie ml IcD^b ineintorsd publioijr t6«Af^. 
♦o assert, that the laity would-be fnilj :w^ ,'^^^' 
IJi^Fised in stnfKpiQg iiie t^tergy of ifebdr 
superfluous w^eaMi, as the skoitest iral 
purest siueafn^ of nestetring tbcidiscipJaneidf 
the chtti^pL It 19 not suipxising diatatdoer 
teiae ao Tj^ugaant ^to the dnterastsief ihp 
dergy, shoaaid be landed iv^h eveif op» 
^obfi^ms lepitkot wJiich the riiodence 49f 
•pajtty Gould flifggest. Tbouf^ Huss wms 
no ^tiranger to tl)e fEiils -^daich ^orroundeA 
hhii, Jionojcrr foiixade /him to (reoede* £)a 
Ibe contrary, bis p^^Beieenwos was au^t- 
mented hy joppam^l^MXB^ aad he «^6d uttk- 
tured to recomnffiend the jubc of ibr umif^ 
Aires ill the moytber taagvsdl^ St ivias tiow^ 
fer the -first toB)^ tbatdie lavobbisbop began 
se^qialy to beya^sMSwA. >He^fek 4be w«a4fi-* 
ness lof bis icause^jfor be ikxmw <^ai '^ 'i?el>* 
gun of Romemm'm^eTii^]f4uffetefA &om 
tionrt iriiich isioiuilctfted by iiie go«p$l <ff 
dhfist. 

<^f allt^e i)Ooks, tbat^emus and ^k>- 
^f^^Wt rpresfsiled to the^world, wHif 

perhaps 
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CHAP, perhaps has contributed more effectually to 
^^ '^ the overthrow of papal power, than the 
Gospel. The grand arcanum of popish po^ 
licy was to conceal the Book of Truth, like 
the sanctuary of the Jewish tabernacle, 
from the profane gaze of the vulgar. The 
prelate now perceived that nothipg was 
left but to accuse Huss, as an innovator 
and Heretic. In order to give colour to 
the charge, he caused the writings of Wick- 
liffe to be publicly burnt, and commanded 
the rector to quit the university. But this 
rash proceeding served only to augment the 
number of Huss' disciples. So averse are 
mankind from persecution ! 

Thus far had jthe controversy proceeded, 
when the council assembled at Constaiice. 
Huss had been repeatedly cited to appear 
at Rome, but he: was too well acquainted 
with the vindictive spirit of the Roman 
<^l6^gyj to obey the sunimonsr But having 
now received letters of safe conduct from 
the emperor, he entertained no apprehen- 
sions of danger, in undertaking a journey 
to Constance* This determination, has by 
some writers, been taxed wfth rashness. 
. But 
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But wJbat; mortal foresight oo^kld guard ctTAp. 
agaioRta <lee<i, which is mjiequaliad i^i* *h6 ^J^^ 
annals of human treachery ? Hfls? xms jpio 
stranger to the violence of hiaoppon^it^fl He' 
knew that he had no lenrtytoexp^t^ bat he 
knew them likewise to be meoi'and asstich' 
believed that their hearts were aeithc^ jcfead 
to the call of honour, nor ckllous to the' 
feelings of humanity. No sooner howieiref 
bad he entered Constance, attended by ftis 
faithfuf friend and . diaciplfl^ JMrotap q£ 
Prague, than to their utter astonishrociit, 
and the confusion of tb* ■ whoJfe ! Bobemianf 
nation, thej wene both arr?3tad Md .oi«fi 

fined. : '"•. • • . ':^^i / ::- '. ^-.^^ : :'iM 

Sigianaiind was seniiiblj? alfect^jd 4t tkaa 
daring outrage tp hi» autboritj^ 'In ihq 
bitterness of hi$ grief, he w»X)te ft Jitter to 
Pr^ue, in which he expressed himsdf in 
the following term? ; ^^ G^d otrfy 3k«iow& the 
*' anguish, that I endure I lf« alone cas 
^ teM t2ie efforts, which I, baye made in det 
^ fence<rfHuss. But all iavaial TheBw 
'^ hemians, who were present, wiU bear wit-r 
" ness to the truth of my assertions* More 
" than once hav« I threatfiaed to quit this 

VOL- II. Y *" city* 
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OH A P. *^ city. But the fathers of th^ church in-, 
,^^ ** sist, that if I oppose the legal exercise of 
"justice, their mission must terminate; 
^^ and, in that case, I alone shall be ac- 
" countable to the world for all the mischief 
^^ which may ensue* What answCT can 
" I oppose to arguments like these ? No- 
" thiilg, alas ! remains, but patiently to 
** submit to the necessity of the times*. 

The foregoing epistle gives us a perfect 
insight into the emperor's character. The 
natural integrity of an honest heart is plain- 
ly discernible amidst the fears and irreso- 
lutions of bigotry- The fathers were ac- 
quainted with his infirmity, and knew how 
easily he was intimidated by religious scru- 
ples. At the same time, they employed the 
most ingenious casuists to assuage his 
doubts, with regard to this atrocious breach 
of public faith. The a;rguments used were 
exactly calculated for the understanding of 
him, to whom they were addressed ; and 
turned' upon that mo6t abominable of all 
principles, which was ever devised as a 

• .i .* Sdunidf, VII. xi?. 

.snare 
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snard for credulity, tub guilt of keep-chap. 

JNG A PROMISE TO A HEEETIC** They 3rW 

artfully represented to him, that no baths 
iirere binding, if repugnant to the interests 
of the^ church. When her glory was at 
stake, all earthly considerations vanished. 
It was the indispensible duty of every hu-^ 
man being to embrace her defence with 
blind submission, and to strike the blow^ if 
comipanded, without presuming to enquires 
the name of the victim. 

Finding himself abandoned by the em* 
peror, Huss demanded a public trig,L The 
.request was granted, though not without 
manifest reluctance. But though compel;- 
led iiiyolantarily to acquiesce, his enenjies * 
resolved that he should derive no ad van* 
tage from t^ie concession, and it plainly 
appeared from the indecent violence and 
confusion of the first session, what kind ot 
treatnoient he must expect. 
. At a subsequent meeting, he was allowed 
to answer to a few only of th^ numerous 
articles, which were preferred against him* 

• Schmiclt^ ib* 

Ysi* Me 
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CHAP. He was accused of asterting that, "a vkl* 
ous pope was no pojpe' with regard to spirt* 
tual power> and could not therefor^ exer- 
cise any legal authority over the faithfiiL* 
*rhl5 charge being read, h^ modestly re^ 
quested the assembly to [^int out the he- 
retical tendency of such an opinion, before 
he "was required to recant. Btit as this was 
no easy task, the judges (in order to avoid 
any difficulties of a similar nature, which 
the ingenuity of the criminal might raise) 
^ame at once to the profligate decision, 
** that it was unworthy of men, endued 
with the gift of the holy spirit, to make use 
of any arguments to confute a Kferfetie. It 
wais their so^e duty to punish hira.^* Re- 
cantation, or deaths were the bnly alterna- 
tives offered ; from this time all confef- 
ences ceased. 

Influenced alike by the sugges^ons of 
policy, and the feelings of humanity, Si- 
gismund employed every argument, which 
compassion could dictate, to overcome the 
firnaness of the prisoner. Hubs Was inflex- 
ible, and rejected every proposition with 

noble 
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webUe disd^n^ a^ iinbecomiag tb^ digfijty ch ap. 
of his fthftracter. ** He M4 stood .fgrtV* v - - • 
"he satdt " the chain i>iop of trutl^, upbi.-^ 
^Vassed bjJDptiv^ of iajterj^stor of. |iflibi-t 
"tioni apd jaipelled $olelj ,by the cpavic^ 
^tjijoo Jthat a refcnrra wasi^eces^ry ijj: t^ 
^„Q)ri^tijwi cb^rcji* W}ik ^eujtinien)^ ^\\\^ 
" thes^.he had bojdly €fj§5jged;ip. 1^,^;^^ 
f^ derta^ii^ and preferred ^xpaswg I^p^f 
** to the severest tortures^ father t^i^ >^b* 
^*' scFibe/l^ errors which ^he h!ad S9 f^p^at- 
*- ed^y fpc^ppsed^ and whic^ l^i*., coa^ieqfl* 
^ taugl^t him to reject*'* > %: , 

J ,S£fttiBn^e t)eiqgno\fj passed upon, hi^^^$ 
att.i^cpFrigi^le i^retjic, l?e! va? d^liye?*ed 
over to the civil magistrate for execution, 
l^hen coa^U^t^ to thestajce, hisjb^ljayi- 
fmr w*8 undai^nted, aj^d every way wwjthj" 
if his fomi«r life* With' a resblUte^ bul 
placid countenance, h^ supported the ago- 
nies of a lingering death. The fortitude of 
lihe stQic was softened by the b^nevolenc^ 
oitbe christiamv a^ his last prayers w^ie 
offered to heafeti for thfe cause of truth, 
the triumph of which he anticipated Hvith 
prophetip rapture. 

Y 3 Jerome 
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CHAP. Jerome, who in a moment of weakness 
^^^ had consented to retract his opinions, felt 
his courage revive at the glorious example 
of bis martyred friend, and heroically ex-r 
plated his error amidst the flanies, singing 
ptaises to his Redeemer; Poggio, an Italian, 
who was successively secretary to * several 
popes, and who was himself an eye-witness 
to this cruel spectacle, compares his death 
to that of Socrates*. 

Tttie fatal consequences, which arose from 
this atrocious violation of a solemn promise^ 
with the ^jubsequent victories of the re* 
nowned Zisca, are foreign to the present 
isubject: But fhey phould serve as a tre^ 

'* Mosheim will furnish the inquisitive reader with ma|iy 
HifereiBting details respecting this iuiquitous transaction; 
iuir does he hesitate to: accuse the ^eniirt ,of Huss with 
haviog employed all the ^ts of corruptiofi, in ord^r to a^ 
complisl^ I^is (|eath. In a note^ he inserts the following 
passage^' extracted from' the Diarium Hussiticum of Lap. 
Bizinius. Clerus pervermj pn^cipui in regno Bohemi^ 
€t Marchionatu Moravia, condeinnatipnem ipsius (Hus^ 
^l)coNTBiBUTioi;£ r£Cu^iA^ui4 ct modU aliisdivtrj 
fif pjro^uravit. . 

Mpsheim III. 412, 

P^endpus 



Digitized by 



Google 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. Sg^ 

mendous lesson to the advocates of perse- chap. 
cution^ and teach them^ that though fire J^^|^ 
and ihe sword may deliver them for a while 
^om the attacks of individuals^ they can 
neither silence reason^ nor extirpate truth. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


\ 



Insurrection in the Valais — War with the 
Duke of Milan — Battle of St. Paul--^ 
Troubles in AppenzeU-^^The BJiatian 
League. , 

CHAP. 'Vl/'HILE the attention of the greater 
* If part of Europe, and particularly of 

the Helvetic cantons^ was directed toward 
the proceedings of the council of Constance, 
the inhabitants of the Valais took up arms 
against their governor and the bishop of 
Sion, both of whom were descended frow 
the illustrious house of Raron. During the 
late irruption of the confederates into the 
Levantine vale, that powerful family had 
espoused the party of the duke of Milan, 
and thereby excited the resentment of the 
I Swiss. But before we enter more jninutely 
anto the events of the Italian war, it will be' 
'i / it .; K * requisite 
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reqviisite t6 ddvert to the causes, 'from chap, 
Which this inAurrcction arose. ' 

The Valais was divided into iiev€!n dis- 
tricts or comtnunities, all of which Were 
disdngursbed by peculiar exemptions, and 
formed so hiany independent republics, 
connected together^ by a federative league. 
Since the days* of Charlemagne, thefbishojp* 
of Slo* hid invariably enjoyed a feudal 
preeminence over the whole confederacy; 
and exercised the right of criminafl juris- 
pridettce by the delegated autliority of a 
govetni6ri Yet as the nice boundaries be- 
Ivreett prferogatire and privilege hiad never 
been ctt!**etty tradfed, each fxarty was er- 
pdsed t* cOrirtmml tttct-oachrftents^ which 
ftte^ttenftly led to hosjtiliti^. For as, Oii 
thte orte 'hfabd, the episeopal prerogative 
were far greater than was consistent with 
thfc tesfeence of a free ednstittition ; so idm the 
iitlier, thb i*riAn»ttnitleS ettjoyed by the ptecM. 
pie iWite 6f a nkture to inspire therii \Vith 
Ihfe 4ov* df ttb^rty, without toeicrg siiffideht 
ftt% «o ^stftbli!^ it. 

Such was the state of things, when the 

powerftii fariiil^ df Raron, ^alritrg at length 

*' united 
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5^" A P. the highest €ivil aiid ecclesiastical dignities, 



left DO means untried to substitute to tl^eir 
limited jurisdiction an indepei^dent au« 
thority. For this purpose they courjt^ thi 
.friendship and alliance of the dukes of 
Milan and Savoy; and having receive4 
vsurances of support, Guiscard witb4;b€ 
arrogance natural to his temper^ Y€»iture4 
even to speak of Helvetic valour in ternw 
of reproach^* 
1414. Insults are usuidly resented with ^:eat^ 
acrimany ^lan inju)ie& The brave inba^ 
bitants of Uri and UnterwaldcQ weri? no 
sooner informed of his saxca9mS) than they 
swore to afbrd him an early Qpp<fftQnit| 
of displaying his prowess; and that they 
might redeem their pledge without loss of 
time, despatched troops tp Join the iot 
surgentS;. 

Guiscard, who was a co-burgher of Berne^ 
applied to the senate in his distress ; but 
he received for answer, that a po^burgher 
of Bem)S was never known io he^x arwj 
against the Helvetic confederacy; $p th^if 
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whatever might have been his fonner title, chap. 
he had forfeited every claim to protection wnrw 
by his conduct during the Italian wan 
Explanations, however, took place on both 
sides, and at the intercession of Sigismnndt 
all hostile preparations were suspended. 
But this was not sufficient to calm the ap- 
prehensions of Guiscatd, who no longer 
confiding in the attachment of his allies; 
resolved to relinquish his office ; hoptngg 
by this partial sacrifice, to preserve his he- 
reditary estates* But the spirit of insur- 
rection, when once excited, is noi; easily 
appeased. The insurgents continued their 
persecutions; and having compelled the 
bishop to fly for shelter to the citadel of 
Sion, they laid \V^aste his territory with fire 
and sword. 

The ensuing year was marked by still i4i5 
greater outrages. The unhappy prelate 
was now attacked in his last retreat, 
and perceiving the impossibility of long 
escaping the fury of the rebels, sought re- 
filge in the court of Amadeus, duke of Sa- 

f 7«chudi, yiii 

voy. 
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GHAP.y<*y* I To that prmee he surrendered op 
^^' his few remaining cast^es^ declared himsdf 
his v«ssal, trusting bj this distinguished 
mark of confidence to obtain a protector. 
Bat gratitude was iiot among the virtues of 
Amadeus. Having duly weighed all the 
disadvantages of contending against a peo« 
pie, wIiQse valour thej had tried in former 
yroLTAf be prefeired the safer policj of era* 
puating, for ^ « bribe, the f<!>rtresses which 
he bad engaged to .defend, And tbej wert 
instantly levelled iriA the ground, 

The distresses of an ancient aHy at length 
eXcited the conimiseTation of the Berner^ 
while the excesses conamitted by the if^mu 
geitt^ g(4ve umbrage to iht othef cantons* 
At a ^let^ summoned for Uiie purpose, H 
was resolved to reinstate the biiron in all 
}iis legal prerogatives s and measures were 
accordingly adopted to enforce the decroe^ 
when an unforeseen event gave a different 
bent tp the politics of 8witiserland^ bnd 
turned her arms in another direction. 
. The communities of Munster and Aroen^ 

*fUyf,IhWu tMay,ib. 

situated 
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situated at the eastern extremity of the chap. 
Valais, expressed an earnest desire toi be ,^^^ 
received into the alliance of the forest-ean- 
tons; and dflfered^ as an induceniept, to 
assist in ih\e conquest Qftim vak of Oasola, 
toward which the ambitions views of that 
warlike people had been long directed. 

This temptation was too strong to be re^< 
sisted. The league was formed^ aiid the 
expedition undertaken. With little oppo- 
sition, their united forces reached the frcin^ 
tier of the Milanese ;: while the. count of 
Cremagntyia, wlk) had been sent with orr 
ders to coVer Italy, feU back at thdr apr 
proadh, aod ^ven experienced tkxt mo^tii^ 
fication of i&eding Domo d'Osss^a, :th* <a* . 
pital of this little province, taken: a^nd -de- 
stroyed beforft his eyes. ;. , 

The brave Valais^ns,^ with the peril part 
toqk of the spoil, being admitted tofi star? 
in theconquest. \ IHiiis the boud^of union 
was gradually cemented by ^idditioiml tkf^ 
and similarity of nmnhers^ axnl an enthU'-' 
siastic attachment to the cause of freedom, 
established a friendship more permanent 

than 
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CHAP, than any, which diplomacy, with all it^i 
^J^^ complex forms, was ever able to create*. 
1417. Pushing forward towards the lake of Lu* 
gano, the allied army drore the Milanese 
from all their posts, and after plundering 
the adjacent country, returned with a va- 
luable booty, though without having ef- 
fected any permanent settlement. 
141^. On the renewal of hostilities, in the en- 
suing spring, no effort was left untried, 
which appeared .calculated to engage the 
Berners in the warr but th^se wary poli- 
ticians had alrt^ady reai)ed so rich a har- 
vest of glory, that nothing could tempt 
them to renew their toils, except the pro- 
spect of a proportionate reward; Besides, 
their partiality for the adverse party was 
daily increasing, as the violence of the in- 
surgents rendered them obnoxious to every 
regular government. 

This difference of sentiment, upon sp 

' important a point, gave birth to a spirit 

of animosity, which never afterward en* 

tirely subsided. The Bemers made no 

♦ Stettler^ iii. 

setret 
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Secret of their intentions to' support the chap. 
bouse of Haron; who were now dosely 
besieged in the castle of Sion; while the 
Lucerners as peremptorily declared their 
resolution Of supporting their new alUes.* 

At this important crisis, Sigismund ar- 
rived at Zuric : and being informed of the 
misunderstanding which subsisted between 
the Helvetic states, determined to go in ' 
person to the diet then sitting at Lucerne, 
with the double view of effecting a recon- 
ciliation between .the contending parties, 
and engaging the whole confederacy to 
tmite with him in making %var against the 
duke of Milan. 

This attempt proved so far successful, 
that it procured a safe retreat for the un- 
fortunate family of Raron. The. baroness 
and her children, being suffered to quit 
their asylum, repaired to Berne, where the 
affecting sight of persecuted beauty ex- 
cited a general sentiment of indignation 
agaiust her unfeeling subjects. 

■ *Tsdjudi. ^ 

PercQiviug 
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CHAP^ Perceiving thai the curreiit of popftjlar 
Qpinioa ran strongly in favour of coercive 
measures, the senate resolved to reduce 
the insurgents by force of arnis^ and ta 
reinstate the illustrious exiles in all th^ir 
legal rights* A small body of troops^ was 
immediately assembled » and placed under 
the command of Guiscard. But this force 
proving inadequate to any decisive mea- 
sures, he confin^ himself to a predatory 
war; and, after ravaging the country for 
$ome days, was compelled to retreat be- 
fore a body of armed peasants, who had 
collected in considerable numbers to ojk 
pose him-* 

While Zuric, Schweitz, Zug and Claris 
were occupied ip projects for the re-esta- 
blishment of peace, the senate of Berae 
summoned Uri and Unterwalden to join 
her standard for the express purpose of 
quelling the rebellion, lb this application 
^e received for answer, " That according 
** to the tenor of the Helvetic* bond, the 
** canton of Lucerne had a prior claim to 

* Stealer, Tschudi. 

" their 
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^ their assistance, and had aetuallydemaiid* chap, 
^^d it/' The Berners, in consequehce, 
proposed, that in conformity to e^tabliished 
wage, the dispute between the insurgents 
and ^6 house of Raron should be referred 
to arbitration^ An offer of this natnre could 
ttot easily be rejected by any people, who 
professed the smallest regard for the com- 
Eton principles of justice, and who were 
A&xious to preserve an appearance of ho- 
nesty, even when they deviated most wide* 
If from its precepts. Several conferences 
were, accordingly, held ; but such was the 
obstinacy of the contending parties, that 
the integrity of the Helvetic union was 
more than once in danget of falling a sa- 
crifice to a dispute, in which none of its 
members were personally concerned.* 

Guiscard, meanwhile, was rndefattgable 
in his endeavours to recover his patri^ 
monlal estates,^ and to rfev^^rige himself 
Hpoii his inveterate fbes.* Yet, where- 
ever he directed his march, he found the 

♦ gtettler, Tschu^i. 
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GHAf. e^fmf pr^W«ed to ^leet ^m, While the? 

,x^y^ i.ai»i^gepl;$ yere thus occupied ^n di»pu%mg 
fycry j|p)iish of terrjtprj w*th their forro«f 
l^rdi the BesTiers pas9e4 the 3^^t^berg, 
f^4 oawie^ o^a poppiAfraWe bopjy vithr 
ftut ^^iBH t^j6n$alie»t tot 

H19. 4t length, through the mediation pf ths 
neutral jC^piif, 911 arfipMici$ w^s fsm* 
clu4ed till jbhe foljowipg year, Ewrly Ja 
the fpring ^ po^gr^;^ mpt At Zuric, is 
which it WB^ 9gfped, thfit the iSnal dpio* 
§ioo ^f thf# important fsontest f hoi)U ha 
rp^rrejj p the ftrbitr^w «f fight pdr^os^ 
cjjopen |Vom the ppfltrsd panton», Biii 
^e deputies fppro the Valais, having dia< 
poy^red t3(u^ th« MUt^nfic w«8 likely to 
povpunfRw>«r?^We, ^ujtt^ ;?Jurip U ^9«t?, 
and wof^f^\ff\y ^t th^ 4ef)ftr|iii« bob 
tilitif* tf^Qifam^cp^ vife gji«il^ ferjr 
Ih^R e?(Br.t 

Thi» 8hfti»fi|H^ v^la^l Qf |^][|)iQ f»idi 
^Pited such g«»»P??J i»4ig«*^i«P» that lh« 
^(»fe4?r?ttes ui|at^i^pi}}y F00)vcid (f> tfllie 
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signal v^geafi^e upon the offleoders* ^chap. 
hodj of five tljousand v^en was accordf- s-^rv 
jfflgly assembled in the vicinity of Thun, 
wrth orders to penetrate into tbe Vftl^.% 
through the niefiips erf tho^^ stnpeodpu? 
mountains which separate it frx>in th^ 
canton of Berne, and which *re sceprge;]/ 
passable ev^n tjpring the few siin^o^f^ 
months. Not withstanding the incl^iepe^ 
<rf the season, however, and t^e diifficultiqs 
which presented theraselv<?s at eyery step, 
all obstacles wene rapidly surpiowited. 
The cofjfedenat^s entered the Vajais, ap4 
defeated the insurgents in several skir;* 
wishes, thowgh they were unable tobfing 
them to a geaeral engagement: 

Thp reselt of this expedition having by 
no Qiea»6 answered the public expecta* 
tiOD, almost all the cantops now manifested 
a disposition to coroper^te with Berne in 
A gpneral altaclc, and another army was 
iW^ccHdip^y raised, amounting to little less 
than thirteen thousand men* IjL^ving pass* 
ed theGrimsel, they laid the whole cqnntry 
onder eontribuUen, without meeting an 
Z 2 ^ enemy 
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CHAP, enemy to oppose their progress. This 
triumph, however, was of short duration i 



for a sudden fall of snow exposing them 
to thie danger of being cut off from all 
communication with Berne, and conse- 
quently of starving in a country which was 
unable to furnish the necessary supplies, 
they hastened back with precipitation, 
though not without loss, as a flying body 
•hung upon their rear, and annoyed them 
greatly during their retreat.* ' 
H20. All parties were by this time grown 
weaiy of a war, which exhausted their 
resources, without affording an adequate 
recompense. By mutual consent, there- 
fore, the decision of existing differences 
was referred to the duke bi Savoy, who 
ternrinated the' contest by an equitable 
award. -f; Thus ended a dispute which 
would scarcely merit the reader^s atten- 
tion, did it not afford the first example of 
any internal quarrel between the different 
piembers of the Helvetic confedp facy/ 

* Tschudi. 

f May givei the p^^cular? of the treaty. II. liy. 

Among 
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Among a .people, naturally restless, no chap 
permanent tranquillity could prevail. No 



sooner, therefore, was the house of Karon 
restored^ to its ancient spl6n4our, than the 
cantons of Uri and Unterwalden revived 
their fomjer project of a joiivt attack on 
'the Milanese. .As a temptation to the rest 
ofthj^ir .allies^ th^y magnified the advan-^ 
t^iges ,wbich the confederacy might derive 
from tb'P jpossei^sion of an extiensive terri-? 
tqry on ih^ frontiers, of Italy. By. com- 
m^n^ing all tJie passes. of the St. Gothard, 
3 hftpdful pf jmen would be able to defend 
their, native country against a host of foes^ 
WhiJe in s^ pojqmcrcial pqipt of view, the 
object was no less important: the com- 
Dpjij|rtiC3^ti6n with liombardy would become 
unjinteryupted, find thus secure to them an 
abundant ;»upply.of grain in all cases of 
ei^rg^ncy.., 

T^e baron of Sax, lord of BellinEon^j^ 1421, 
had recently contracted an alliance with 
the cantons of Uri and tJnterwalden^ who 
pmmised to assist in a projected expedi^ 
tion against the dukfe of Milan. But thi^ 
Z 3 open 
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CHAP, open character of mmintaineere Was by no 
tneans a match for the .duplicity of a 
people, tfrho considfer deceit and treachery 
as the most essential qualities of a stales- 
taaii. Thus, while they reposed entire 
Confidence in th* integrity of their new 
tki\yy intellrgencfe arrived that he was ac* 
tually carrymg on a secret correspondence 
with the duke, of which thffy were to be- 
come the destined victims. Cotnriaced 
that no time was to be lost, a dttajehm^i 
was seitt to secure Beffin«Ma; aofd fh^ 
eonunission was (executed with so much 
dispatch, that they vrete actually masters 
of thc^town, before the enemy was appmei 
of their march.* ' 

^ Having convened ttie piiDcii^ inhabit 
ants, tSie victors descanted kptyb the per- 
fidy of tlie batott in tehh* of the gifeatesi 
severity, affecting^ to consider fi& breach 
of faith a* dh adequate justiftcjitioft of 

»»klyb|ailliitioiifLiQoriv€a., Ii.lw» 

.5 * ' their 
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li»dr own conduct. " It ^^h(fiy*i\i^^\1Av! 
km^^i- ** from sL spirit off ankbition, tidi' a*=v^ 
^'f/oBi* views of private dK^andis'^iAetrt^ 
" , but itam A liefeessary att^fttioit to ihtxi 
** ovf^ ^txmif that they had beeitt t6W^t-' 
'* ed' %(i draw th6 sWord. Iff ptoti <Jf tkiVj 
*^ they were ifeady (they aaid^ Cfen thert 
*» to putcbaae the towi/with kH i^!'^ (f ^' 
" JjendeJAciesf/* Su<ih ari dfkf to a otp- 
ttited city beiiig too sedticirig ttf b^ #ith- 
«tot>dy the; conditioftaf wctfci Easily s6<-« 
tied, a^ the buf^er^ cbiisfeiited to ev6fj 
Miauid. 

- H^ duke of Milan becai!rie«6W ais cTa-' 
norous in his Complaints^ ^ if h6 EaFd^ 
he6tt tfticoHseibus ctf" dlf sifdi^fef ^esfgris j 
afldiMst^d upoftiinfthedfetid'rtlsft'esfe. iltif 
^ «)ttl«de»»ates turhefd aJ dfeaf ^ifr to atlf fai^ 
refiiGlt>stF£inte^, and stvdiHiig th^tii^lVeS of 
the ftMsundferstaAdift^ #hietf sfdb^^te'd \jl€^ 
ttweenhiffif a^if^ tbe€riip«ftb:, abtaiiie'dAttirf ' 
the latt€T a foriniil gtaiSrf lil^thcSt tkty^f ttf 
qmtedl^tbry.. ' 

- In this precarious state things remained ^*^ 
a considerable time', neither party appeatt- 
Z4 il^ 
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c HAP. ing desirous to commence hostilities, but 
• confining themselves exclusivcjlj to mea- 
sures of defence. Philips, . however, bad 
his eye continually fixed on Bellinzona, 
and waited only for a favourable moment 
ta possess himself of that important place. 
That mon\ent quickly arrived. Lulled into 
security by the apparent inactivity of the 
en^my, ,the garrjson. grew daily more re* 
miss,, while the duke indefiatigably em- 
ployed himself in seducing the citizens; 
till haying secured the majority in hisiift- 
terest, he surprised the citadel, while. the, 
soldiers were engage4 in celebrating a re- 
ligion? festival.* , . . : 

He was too. well acquaii^ted however 
with the temper of his adversiries, to sup* 
pose that tb^ wou\4 sit down contesnte^ 
Y^th the loss. * He- therefore v^goypusly j^t- 
tacked*vthe:small^d^aichBJ^n^ which were 
sicajtered ; ^Q^^ ,the Levantipe^ valp, and* 
haying dri:y':^;thesa . to tl^e . fastnesses <^ 
the St. Oothard, fortified all tb^ipa^s^s^f . 

' * May,ib. tld.i)b. ; . . 

^ ^ * :: . A general 
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A general spirit of iHdigntifioii spread chaP. 
itsplf over the forest^^antons. *• To afms! Vl^ 
" To arms r was the upihrersal cry^ ^* Let 
*' us march to Milahy aiid teach the per^- 
*' fidioua Italians what Helvetic valor can 
" achieve !'* Such were the exclamations, 
which burst from every moutii. ^* Why 
" waste our time/' cried the ardient youth, 
*'in useless jprepawitions ? 'the fertile 
*^ plains of Lombardy will fbrnish ample 
" provisions/' But they were answered 
by the wiser part of the assembly, "That 
"something more was requisite fifr the 
** subsistenceof an armyVthan the visionary 
" siKxres which plunder ftiight supply.*'' 

The troops being at length asscQibled, 
directed thieir course toward Milan. Four 
hundred archers formed tiie van. The 
main body, consisting of three thousand 
men, followed at a convenient distance ; 
while the rear, composed eihtirely of the 
militia of Schweitz and Claris, remained 
a day's march beliind. From examining 

♦May,ia.ii. 

the 
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CHAP.jtbe sironglli of. t^isr little artnnOdQt^ ire 
may wffhout .heaitotioi> pioiloHnce^ tb^t ^ 
chiuige had iak^n place by no means cre-^ 
ditable.to the Qdveiki diameter. Tbei^ 
was al^HiQ.wbto tb^^ivhole Aaticn ivtttiM 
have flown ,U> aAm^ to areilge f lie national 
"^lioiioun 3^t tliQae 4ays of tomantio en^ 
tkuaiasn irere |>asjt Charms of glorjr no 
]fmg^ balanced the altractfom of interest, 
and a GQn^eqt^d^fdy of their respedkive 
contif^nts was deemed a sii^cient ful« 
^ment of duty.* 

. Pl^lip,^ apprised of their a«DTemeirts» as^ 
fembled. an* vmy. of eighteen thouaaand 
men, under the coni^ of Catmagnela imd 
Fergo^.twoof themoifi cboMiantiale ge^ 
ii€»ds of the age^ The gveat ofa^eet of tiM 
Itp^n GQHimMiders wat to^ 4tsgu)M Ih^ 
aumberfi^ thai the entmf might 'ftiU aa 
easier piey« ^or .thi6 purpc^ thdr itraopt 
ivere ported behind thfew^ll^ofBollinsbria^ 
and in t^e :^jacent vittdf^^ where, fibia 

^ Ui, -. * the 
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the nat^te of the country^ no jvst ^Btittaate (3itA^« 
could be fanned of their superior f^rce. : ^^^^^ 

Upon receiving inttflfigesice th»4: a 
body > of six hundred Swiss had beni 
Bent on a fbi*agifyg psnrty, while the Kast 
were advancing along Hie bonks of thft 
licino with littk ovder or regulainty, C«^ 
magnola thought fit to change his pioii^ 
and resohred to attack the enemy, witlwirt 
loss of time. Having made bis dispoistionf 
accordingly, he ordered Peigoia*iwkii a 
Aumetfoms caralry to begh^ the e^iga^ 
ment^ ansd to eisdeavonr if pass^le to cut 
off the detachment, while h^ifoUowe^Bll 
the head of the in&intry« :^ v. u a 

The confederatefy .whd had Adt tfas:ce» 
motest idea of efmootrntering aiiy obBtadei 
in^ the^ route, WMe»i$ei2ed Witb^i^may at 
th^ unectpecti^ diarge.; and theit q&qa. 
itettiatioii au^UMntediat the afipeiasaEnc^ ^ 
of <3ftnpiagnola adranchi^ with bis wfadb 
armyi amidst the distant wi^si^lings^ 4if 'iin 
t&ki , As^ they Wete ahesedy. es^gfA 
with Pergola, it was in vaia ta atteBlf*l* ft 
retreat. Nothing therefore was left, ex- 

' ::: • cepl 
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CHAP.c^pt to gain an ^minencey wbeitit ir^tii 
thetimtareof the ground they coold not be 
, Burrounded^. and to ^W their lives ^s dearly 
AS possible. But ere this could be^ w* 
complished^ thqir loss was coosiderable^ 
and the van had suffered severely. The 
banner of Lucerne was more than once ia 
danger ; but the standard-bearer^ placing 
it under his .feet^ resolved that nothing 
should force hhn from the apot^ so Jong as 
he had life to defend it. -. Tte.men.of 15ri, 
Zug, and Untelrwaldep advanced to the. 
succour of their exhausted friends; ent 
^a^ng with the desperate courage, of men 
whp were resolved to die* Thestand^uK^^ 
bearer of Uri iWl. A^ Italian sevzed the 
banner^ and i^ carryii^ it offf in triumplij 
when a gallant mountaineer, wha.h»dwit^ 
Bussed the £ade of his xx>mpanion,;mslwd 
fcMTward to it's rescue; ...With one^iand.b« 
slew the foe; with the othenhe gj»sped.tte 
sacred pledge^and waving it. on high> fst^ 
cltin^ed in ecstasy^ ♦* We^ may faU, but.it 
•Ulbewithgloryr* ; , \ ; . 

J- }j ♦ Mull«> lb. 

6 Unfortunateljr 
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Unfortunateljr for the Syfhs^ the clo^^ chap. 
ness of the coiflbat rendered their pikes ^^' 
and halberds in a great measure useless ; 
yet in spite of every disadvantage^ such 
was. the, obstinacy with which they fougfatt- 
that Pergola deemed it advisable to di$^ 
mount his cavalry, and to renew the cbm^ 
beit on foot. At this important mdinent» 
the foraging party returned, imd |»reaenting 
an undaunted front, arrested the progress 
of the enemy, till their fViends had time to 
retire to an inaccessible position*. Being 
mw convinced by personal experience of 
the courage and discipline of the Swi^ 
Carqaagnola was unwilling to risk his lau^ 
Mils in a contest, where fee had every thing, 
t^ lose, and little to obtain. , He accord^ 
ingly resolved to draw off his troops^ and 
fell back to Bellinsona, toward the close 
of the day ; while the Swiss posted them- 
sdvee behind the Mensa, a torrent^ which: 
(Jescendin^ from the jRh^tian hills, emp^ 
ties itself into the Ticino. 

Jn this memorable engagement, which 

tlie 
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CHAP. the Swiss historians call the battle of St. 
^^' , Paul, from the day* on which it happened, 
aboHt four hundred perished on the side of 
^ €oni!ederates, while the loss of the Ita- 
liaog eKceeded a thousand ment* The 
fight commenced at nine in the moming, 
and lasted till dusk. Carmagnola contimi- 
ing, during the whole ti^e, t6 pour in 
frwh troops^ in the room of those who 
were exhjEiusted with fatigue, or disabled 
with wounds. 

Scarcely were the combatants separated, 
when the contingents of SchweitK and 
GlAris appeared on the opposite bank. 
llieir absence had been heavily felt, as 
tfeey were the bravest of the Helvetic sol- 
diery. The confederates had been too long 
ace«istoined to victory, to support a reverse 
of fortune with becoming fortitude* Un^ 
willing to acknowledge the imprudence of 
their own conduct, they endeavoured to 
throw the blame upon the Schweitzers, 

* The enthral of St. Paul. 

t Accprding to May the loss on both sides was much 
vore consibenible. ^ 

whom 
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f^ pi^d ipjii^iJ: 19)^ the S«fahn^t8ee» ie(Htki ^.^J^ 

j^r^ingly pbj§c(t©4» jn the <Jtr«ngiWit tei»5i 
lo a ]-f!J;rf>gr94^ iP%raki iasisting, that it 

la^tee of fi^e fjelvetig eraois, bef^w fcb«gr 
t»rB^ timk Wck*. npm Italy. But tt» 
^my k»A m^f0i tm sevft^ljrito accede to 
tkis propp§^l. JPi^Uiom likewise fa^abepti 
»q4 if Cmm?^gnoh iJm^ld dodipt a hatHe^ 
iK>0»ng'§QttW bQfttt^w|H4^d, a» they w«i» 

Q()j^ii(^ for » §t^i- ' Frudftt^e theit^om 
t<^@^(p4 tli@ n«P4^^tjr of ft reljreat, wbjcti 
t^ imot^iately uiodertAtoi, Canoagaola 
^^^mj^S ^mm to ^p^ mtkmi quitting 
kip fntFf^mjJtfnwl?- Hut Iho Schvejtasew, 
resolving to retrieve their credit by ^wm 
?,?l^q vw% «f \lim forowr reputatipn, 
fei4 wft^^ Ih^ f P^ftl^y If Ibe firwjr f»%e« of • 
Mii??op^ ajivd bi;«v«4 th« ©aemj within 
^eir walls-f*. 

♦ MuUer, ib. . t Id. ib. 

Hitherto - 
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CHAP. Hitherto no immediate bond of unioa 
J^^^ had subsisted between the commonwealdis 

1423, 0f Berne and Zuric, though they were 
closely connected by their reciprocal en- 
gagements with the forest<-cantons. But 
finding that the limits of their respectife 
territories were daily approximating, tbey 
thought it judicious to strengthen theal* 
liance by additional ties. Ever faithful \q 
the same leading principle, they were 
equally active in obeying the calls of aoh 
bition. By the transfer of a mortgage, 
Zuric obtained possession of the county^ 
Kyburg, an acquisition of great import- 
ance to the whole confederacy ; as it formed 
a barrier against the Auslrians on the side 
of Thurgau. Meanwhile the Bemers, by a 
similar negociation with the house of Savoy, 
extended their jurisdiction on the southern 
frontier*. 

14« The fatal issue of the battle of St Paul 
was regarded by the Helvetic people as a 
national stigma^ which the^ were bound 

• T»chadi, X, 

Id 



, Digitized by 



Google 



id lk)il09r*%o efface. 'An enterprise was^fij^^S 
aoeoiditigly {flanned for <iie invasion of tb^ 
Milanese ; but' wtuin the wttaj assembled 
on the iMnks of tte Mt^iesa, it ira» found * 
td ampunt to little m»re than ibor thou*l 
sand men^ With so inadequate- a Sonnf^ it 
>\ras jiM^;ed ii^xpedient to undertake the 
siege of BellinffMia^ and till that important: 
fortre» was reduced, no material ^rp^ess 
cpuld be cnade. 

A council of war was, acckirdingly as- 
sembledi when the dilicultf of ^e under*^ 
tikiog haTiag been ftillj discussed, it ma 
uainiiiiwusly resolved io veUfinptis nothing 
decisive oodd be attempted^ -r 

These repeated mbcaniagcB produced sKr 
strong la teaaa^ion upon the pih^ic.miad^ 
that it, fippeared eiaential bjr aome biiln 
liant enterpris)?^ to redovef the etedit of 
Hekeiia, and revivfe tbe couiage of her 
deipDnding dons< A hcdy of ive htodred 
men was selected for a rapid incursion into 
the Taie of Osao^a : aiid «a atta^ iia thQ 
tawa of EKMfyo was do well coacertedj tha*- 
the garrison surrendered wHhout an effort* 
The duke of Milan however, upon being 

t}>L. II- A a made 
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(^({AP.made acquainted with the loss^^espatcbed 
^J^ his \yhole force to tetake it. But Carmag* 
nola* was no longer at their head. He had 
^Iten a Tictim to the intrigues of a^ court. 
His successor, adraticing with Uind pre- 
sumption, summoned the garrison to sur- 
render ; and threatened to give no quarts, 
in case the slightest resistance should be 
made. But the Swiss derided his menaces, 
declaring their resolution of defending 
the town to the last extremityf . 

At the first alarm of the enemy's ap- 
proach, messengers had been despatched 
. to Switzerland, with intelligence of the 
danger to which the besieged were exposed. 
Every niember of the confederacy was or- 
dered to join the Helvetic standard, and 
in a few days the whole nation appeared 
iinder arms. But the troops ef the forest* 
cantons, being first in readmess, united ^ 
themselves with a small detaohment fnm 

^ AttorAng t# May, tfae Milanese Mrere still eaa- 
manded by Canm^piola, but in this reqiect be ditfers frem 
most of ihe Helvetic ifaistorittis. 

: .. Zug 
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'2ug and Claris, forming togeUier a cp<-CHAP« 
lumn of sixteen hundred men. Anticipat-^ v^^n^ 
ing the renown which they were about to 
acquire, should thej relieve the town, be- 
fore their numbers Were augmented by far^ 
ther reinforcements^ they prevailed upon 
'their conunandei^ to make the rash at*' 
tempt. : They a»;etided the steepest preci- . 
pices in spite of evfery impediment, drove 
the Milane^se from their entrenchments, 
and got possession of their artillery. They 
then advanced with incredible rapidi- 
ty, arrived in sight of Bomio, and eur 
camped in a strong position in &ce of the ^ 

hesieging army. Assured that. their pre- 
sence would give animation to the garrison, 
'diey determined to wait the arrival c^ ad^ 
ditional troops, before they risked a general 
action. Succours from all the cantons were 
on their march. Even the Beraers bad at 
length consented to furnish their contin* f 

gent, though the expedition was under^ 
taken in direct contradiction to their ad- 
vice; as those cautious politicians fore« 
saw the evils, which must inev^^j^Jy result 
A a 2 from 
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CflAP. from engaging too deepljrm the poli^ 

J^ of Italy*: 

Sitteett hdndmd Z«nickefs first joined 
th^ ctimp, ftfld trere speedily foVloiv«d. by 
others, rai^g the t<^al number to t^pward 
tf twefity thousand ihen* -Coafident of 
;tlw:c&i9, they tt&w ol^ied battle to the 
iStike of IfSab, who had takei» the fidd 
in person ; but h% though it prudent tp 
decline t^ challenge tby a precipitate re- 

^*^ TMb enteppTssw iftis cotiducted with tf> 
Mtich vibiltty^ th&t it Ikerived^ tiie aoci- 
^Qt fi^attitioA of the iielvetic artm» and 
uijjuoed |he duke t» open a nqgociatiot^ 
whieh iiOMi ted to » penBanent peAoe;, on 
imxm no Im^ h^aooipable than odnnontBge- 
^t;^ to his hn»e^ o^onentef ^ 

SKioh ho«>ev^ ira» iHie ^tracted tsrapw 
of the to»> Ihat tranic^iUit*^ iwbs> vt& sooner 

t 4MaiitiiaC In Iiv> «ihk4al» of Mite ptid iM^ 
llorivs to the c<»i>fbd«ratiB9, }• (i^iMiclflr^tiaii of tfieir cbiv* 
qn &eUio{<raia,..4iDd (he vale of Osfola^ «nd granted them 
>a^ idtefficiM^ privileges. 

established 
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established in one cruartcr^ thsin hosrtilitieiCHAP. 
commeaced ia aaotfaen Scaarcel^»had the 
oooiederaftes' ooticluded a peace wiih Pfai*- 
fip, before the fla^icue of di^coi'd loiuist £tnrtihi{ 
^fiiew bet^reen tbd lAjj^peoKellers and tbe 
abbot of St Gal. 

Heparjr of GimdcAAkgtnf whoy : nyptM thd 
demise of the unfortunate Cuad, hid h^a 
pabed io the^di^ity^aibbot, l>y p»ts)^i^ 
a &ystem direcUj comrjviy to that ^ h^ 
prediecessor, succeeded ultinoaidy ki ^mx>ti^ 
cftUag the turbukut miiids of tfee J4|)5f)en- 
aellcrs to the binittd J*i*i^ictian of ftte 
abbey^ Bub this ceteb«itfcA ^ftrntitiatRm" 
retained feiTTcstige* of it's aiicicttt ^pHin^ 
dwif * The learned labouw of iltitiquit:^* 
which from the liteai^y of !^. GaLhad dlir*. 
fused light to 8iftToui>diug nation, no^ fay 
u^lecteri in ^ mouldering tow^r, a prey to 
iVM)itbs asd worn\$>f < 

JBomeractSs in the aktministrtttidn*o^Gtfti- 

f We af^: iddehM |o i^oggi^ f(^ lUe f)Kls^i>^io|r ^ 
aeveral curious m^pfsoiipts, ^Hcb^vi^^ptkcffcvile bltt^ 
perUted in this convent. 

A a 3 dolfingen. 
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dolfihgen, . having given offence to the 
XV. * council cf Ccmstance, they resolved to de- 



pose him, under pretence that he was inca* 
pable of fulfiUing the important duties of 
hb station. Conracjl, a Benedictine monk, 
was elected to succeed him ; but finding 
the convent overwhelmed with debts, and 
engaged in disputes with all it's nei^bours, 
he bid adieu to his new dignity, and re* 
turned to the tranquil retr^t from whence 
he had so lately emerged. 

Disgusted nt these frequent changes, and 
i;f^etting the mild jurisdiction of the Tir- 
liwus Guridolfingen, the Appemsellers re- 
ceived bis successor with such appar^iit 
inarks of displeasure, that a renewal of hos- 
tilities appeared inevitable* 

.When summoned to perform the accus- 
tomed acts of allegiance, they perempto- 
rily refused to acknowledge any superior 
except Gund<4fingen; or to pbey any 

civil officers, unless appointed by him. 

In vain Mangistorf produced unqu^tioh- ' 
able documents, which proved the lega- 
lity of his pretensions. ** Documents, he 
i •'was told, were not made for free men. 

"It 
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^ It wm hj tbeir iwords^ that >tbej hsid ai> C H a p. 
** quired iudepeodence^ and with tbrasi they ,^!^ 
*^ were resdlved to maixitain it. Their fieb* 
^ dotn (they said) depended on no gnwtoy 
'^ or charters. It was the gift of nature, 
** written upon the hearts of every indivf* 
" dual in cimracters, which no human pow- 
^* er could ever effece*/' 

The taiost prudent part of the conunu- 
nityi whp too frequently constitute the mi« 
nority^ attempted to persuade their couq^ 
trymeft to remain contented with their pre- 
sent eonditiori; But it is the lot of e^pe<- 
rience to ^vwQ an infatuated people in vaio. ] 

Ctm&ding in their strength,' tl» far greater 
tuimber coiMi^ered every civil^nstitution, 
which was iiecqssary for the establishment 
of due subdrciindtioh aiaong the different 
ranks of society, as an infringement upon 
the naturai rights t)f man. Every things 
short of iincontrolted liberty was in their ^ 
estimation 4)lavery* Whoever was oppressed 
hy the tyr^aoy of iestablished governments, 
fo«md>^dtectioa and .security amidst the 

i 

•MuUer, ib* : ; 
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.9 H A p. noiiDtaim: x£ AppenwK . But they ikn 

^^ foceired onl j ott coodittooy that thtty sliQiifd 
•Umneeforth renoaace all feudal serrices, 
and make war against all civil in&^tntioDsr ; 
ibc -witha licentiOfUuieBs txuly denoeratica] 
-those bold 'vepublicans decUsed, that ftom 
tfaft very m6iiieiit a maB.sat his foot on their 
soil, he was released- £rbmevary social ob<- 
ligatioD. 

The Schweiiztrs aleoe^ of all the Hehe* 
tic people, still retained 4ieoiiuiwndiDg ia- 
iMiznoe oittr the minds of the AppfeDZctten; 
ft«r to tbeib they appeared the only true 
£liendt of ireedoei. N«r were they )tss 
strenuoQS assertott of the cauw q£ Kberty, 
lor undentknding her rights « Httfe better. 

* Amobg th^a the tide of paanoii had sub- 

sided, and ^nt^osiasm i^as subjbeted to the 
mild s wsfy -of reason, -So rigid' indeed weie 
their ideas of justice; that ewa wl]c» eaafe* 

I pet&tad i:^ liepeatdd' acts of oppr^lsaiea, 

they li^vev ibrgot What imui 4ue t» tfa^M- 
sehes»^ or ^iQ4he tegaiised anthiMili^ t^ their 
ooutitlry. While they resferained the' abvie 
of power, they respected all it's equitable 
pjiertions, 

By 
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eF the -fiew abbol thej le^edi^ ** that tKi 
f tymnrff of Ciano hsMijiMssolvbd aU former 
^^ compacts, mid tdeai^d tbemi from e^r&j 
^ Obligettioti <rf de|5Jendeace/' ColiTOilced 
lif tlie^fiefik^dey of remonsfanaBp^^ theit^Mit 
tfiered to refer; t^e^isputc^ ko the Suaiiididi 
•cwfrfts; but his oppo»eirts feftiKOd to 3tib- 
wA to a*y dedree^ whidb ^as wot dictated 
i>yteeii ftqlaaHy imiependeirt widi tfadm- 
wives. This was clearly pointing to the 
Helvetic confiedetacy; aiui MilagiBtoif, 
p^diring th^ their re&oltrtioA wns^un* 
bhakcp^ 'thought it advimbd)e to * Comply .^^^ 
i%e coi^deratei^ on 1:heiir pairtv coBsented 
wiKh reluctance to adeept tibe office; as 
they felt a^U the clelicacy of 1^ domdiissiaD, 
ih vhicb tliey hiui equally t^cdmbat the 
jirejudice* of the ooKR^ and th» vidbncedf* 
*the othen ' At Ifengtb, howev^p/ they €5on|- 
|}lied*raad'&^pcn0fcf d i^A]u*(std<x9m«^^ 
^riffoi^ith^t pnrpoeod, i«ea t)f 4yrijd& 
mi uaqfem^onid pmbity. Mtm ten 
months spent in continual researches, a day 
was fi^ed for thi&fi&al detisionoftheques- 
tion* 
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CHAp.ticHi. Tbe abbot attended in person, but 
^* p the diel^ates 60111 Appeiuffd came withotit 
the necessary powers. Hence the {^j^emUj 
was obliged to separate wHhout havmg 
adopted any conclusive airtegement*. . 

Anodior meeting was behi at Hunswjl; 
but the Appenzellera p^isevered in thdr 
obstinate conduct. No answer ncotild h^ 
extorted from them except, '^ that God and 
^ their swords had made them free, and 
" that they would never consent to comr* 
•* mit their liberties to the precarious jus^ 
^ tice of human arbitrators. 

A third confi^:^mce tbok place at X^* 
ceme. The commissioners from Appenzd 
besought the delegates to give no decree, 
since nothing could engage their country- 
men to^ obey it. Disgusted at these re* 
peated delays, the abbot pressed eageriy 
for a dedsion. Sentence was accordingly 
passed. It was dictated by a spirit of moH 
4eratiQn and equity, which did honour to 
the integrity of the judges; but still, as is 
common in such cases, it provec^^sati^Kh 



♦ Mulleri ibf 
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tory to neither p^ty. The stim stipulated, hap. 
for the indemmficatioQ of the convent, was ^^^^ 
considered by the abbot as inadequate to 
the rights which he was ordered to relin^ 
quish'; while the Appenzellers were exas* 
perated at being obliged to purchase a 
blessing, which they already enjoyed in itV 
fullfest extent*. 

In vain Mangistorf appealed tp the em^ 
peror, to the Germanic body, and to the 
Helvetic states* In vain the latter sent de* 
putjes to engage the Appenzellers to sub- 
mit. From the moment that they ceased 
to speak of utilimited freedom^ their advice 
had no longer any weight. 

Experience had now fully evinced the 
inefficacy of negociation. But the terrors 
of religion were yet untried, and to them it 
was determined to have recourse. In the 14«5. 
name and by the authority of the pope, the 
bishop of Constance laid under interdict 
the whole land of Appenzel, Instantly 
every ceremony of religion ceased. The 
warning-bell no longer summoned the 
faithful to the consecrated table. The 

♦Rib, 

contrite 
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CHAP, cpnbrite ^inper supplica^ m vain for tfaoK 
coosoliqg rites, which inspke Confidence 
to the departing soul. To the infant the 
mys^c sign of regeneration was no longer 
administered ; ^froai th6 bride the nuptial 
benedietioa was withheld: funeral obst^ 
quies wene denied to the dead*. 

The effect produced by this trenietidous 
change was violent and instantaneous.— 
Overwhelmed with terrcsor and astonisbmeof^ 
the aged of both sexes flocked in crowds to 
kneel before the doors of the cborches* No 
priest appeared to open the sacred man* 
wm. Forlorn, and hopeless, thej Tetunied 
to their homes. 

Jn thia moment of universal consteitia- 
tion^ the Xifmdamman proclaimed a gene* 
ral meeting. The day arrived. The as- 
sembly was numerous* Dejection and de- 
spair were no longer visible^ except upoo 
the countenances of those, whose nerves 
were enfeebled by the hand of tkne. The 
intrepid youth had already devised a re* 
middy which was ccunmunicated to their 

♦ Muller, ib. 
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astonished coiintrymen/ in nearly the fol*.CHAR 
lomag terms: " We understand very little 
** of the efificacy of wards j^ said one of 
thera, addressing the assembly in a tone of 
confidence ; ^ but we can discover ,no barm 
^^ that an interdict can do us; ^ our grass 
^^ grows equally wdl; and our coma's are as 
" fruitful as ever: But we are ftilly ac- 
^^quainted with the value of ihings; wae 
^^know that priests are paid for performing 
^^ the ofiictis of religion, and that it wilt 
^ be our own £mU if we suffer then to 
^ neglect their duty*'\ 

This advice was too congenial tQ the 
temfHer of his auditors, not to meet with a 
favouraUe reception. The priests were 
sUmnomed to appear, when all who rei&ised 
t» €c»«piy, were ordered to quit the tferri-^ 
toryof the tepublic. Sopje, indeed, we :*e 
strongly tinctured with the proiod spirit oC 
tbenatiokx, that in defiance ^f the magis* 
trates ^aey persjbrted tb pmmui^fcte tiie fx> 
desiastical curse. But tbey socn ibilttd 
v^iSQU to rep^it their tenacity; at thqr 

were 
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CITAP. were punished with unrelenting rigoat, and 
in some cases even with death. Many a 
mass was now said» with a sword suspended 
over the head of the trembling minister; 
while a marriagey.or a funeral^ was {Hreced- 
ed by an armed band^ to compel the per- 
formance of the appointed ritual** 

When their neighbours avokkd them, 
which they frequently did^ from the dread 
of contaniination, they entered their terri- 
toiy in hostile array^ laid waste the coun- 
try with fire and sword, and returned laden 
with spoiL The abbot of St. Gal was forced 
to fly for safety^ and even &e bishop of 
Constance suffered from their depredati- 
ons. AH communicationbetween them and 
the adjacent states was totally int^rupted. 
JBut as their wants were few^ they were, 
abundantly supplied. by ^e. produce <^ 
their mountains. 

• This continual struggle proved too much 
for the weak £ram6 of Mangistorfy who soon 
iell a victim to vexation. He was suc- 
ceeded by Egloff, a man of an intriguing 

♦Mullcr^iV 

character, 
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fhatsi/cteT, and aidowed with talents. tQ CHAP- 
take advantage of every opportanity. By 
his iostigatioii,- the bishop of Constance 
-was induced ta accuse the Appen^llers be-* 
fore the knights of St. George. The me> 
. moria)* was xead with attention, but b<^ig 
uni^»:ompanied with fi.ny pitHiuse of asngt- 
ance, cither in men- or m(Miey» it lay neg- 
lected upon tlie table, v 
: More .successful were his endeavbiu's to 
. aim the count of Toggenburg, who ha<^ al- 
ready sufiered froBi the invasions of his tur- ' 
. j>ulent nlBighbours,and was eager toreveogs 
his private ytsoo^ under the specious pre- 
text <^ delending the church. But in orddc 
tO'give more effect to his measures, he soli- 
cited the co*operation of the confederates, 
spany of whom wcae highly offended ait 
ib^ insolence of the Appen/zellers. Unwil- 
ling to lose so fair an occasion of evincing 
their renl sciotiments, the s^ate of Zuric 
concluded a treaty witili the count ; y/tkaih . 
Olans pensitted her citie^s to serve! undet 
)us banner, though she dcsfclined from pni« 
4ential motives to take an active. part in 
the war. 
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CHAR Wkhduianby of fifibeen tbousaad tatu^ Fre^ 

of St.. Gal; while aholiier bodj^ having 
crossed the wountekit penetrated to Gaitz> 
a Tillage situated at the foot of . mount Ga^ 
bn?^ was attacked by tiie enemy, oa tim 
very spot when diey had fofmeriy triumphs 
edin the cause of ireedom. The tecoilectioa 
of past success gave additional fire to lAek 
native couta^. TheToggMiburgheiB flied; 
but tbk Appense]lefs> menaced on aAother 
c^uarter by a formidable force, were iii|a)^ 
to avail tkenjaelves of thar victory. ' 

Betogooir joined by roii^ioBdembntB ^-oin 
^Suabian league, Fredericreintined of« 
fon^ve meattirbs, aad pet^trating into tht 
vale of Goasau, set five to t^e to\m. The 
AplMUEellers qo aooner beiheld the ikmiuft 
from the heighls, t^an they r«»hM dowB 
Wiffch the impetuosity of a torrent, andibll 
into aaambiiicade^^ where (hey^ a^^Mi im\y 
eiokticate Uiem«e>vea by \$ie l^ss of ina&y of 
tijoir bmnest troops, tk^ currttt <4f Tog^ 
ged^narg attempted to piirrs^ th^m; bttt^ 
finding the passes guarded, he judged it 
prudent to desist. Several skirmishes cn-^ 

sued 
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suecj between detached parties^ which ge-^cHAP.^ 
nerally terminated in favour of tl>e Tog^ sj^ 
geriburghers; and proved to their ad ver-^ 
saries that, though their country could 
never be conquered, th^y themselves were 
not invincible.* 

Eairly in the following Spring, a congress ^^sft. 
midt at Constancie, for the restoration of 
peace. For though tha cantons were not 
grieved to seie the spirit of their haughty 
neigbours humbled, they liad privately de- 
clared to Frederic, that they would neither 
suflfer them to be subdued, nor tijeir .c^<in-» 
stitution to be altered. Nor was the lie-^ 
gotiation difficult, as the most clamorous 
of the demagogues were induced by recent 
misfortunes seriously to listea to the sqg-» 
gestions of prudence; and to throw them-^ 
i^ilves on the candour of thesir aUies|+. ; 

The independence of Appen^d . was^ 
ftwSmaUjr acknowledged; aud th^p in];iabi^< 
tants consented to pay an anp]uj|l contri-? 
bationto'the abfeot^upon jus specifically re-' 
iiouncing;all farther claims^ The bishop eC 



* MuUer. f H«TpIi* xvii. 

vot. ii. B b . Constance 
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CHAP. Constance uns also enjoined to revoke the 
s^^^ interdict, and to grant absolution to those, 
who had imbrued ^ their hands in ecclesias* 
tical blood*. 

Frcun this period to the commencement 
of the war between Zuric and the othep 
cantons, Switeseriand enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted state of domestic prosperity. But 
it was founded upon too precarious a bi»», 
tb be of long duration. The harmony and 
coafidence^ whtdi formerly subsisted be*^ 
tween the different memberi of (the eon-- 
federacy, and which is so eitoential ta the 
enisteace of all federative^ goi^miaentay 
had received a fatal bfow« 

For mofe^n a century the spifpt^of 
independence had been diff^ed c^er lint 
happy regions of Ilelv^ia. fVom tibe 
field of Rut% it grad«a})y exteaded^ 
spreading comfort and weaU^ aaad ]Dros« 
penty ia it's beMgneffit career. ¥et atuMhti 
the Alpine valMm, there s^l easbted a pec^i 

pte who pined beoeftth tB? 7^^*^^^^^^ 
a people too> wh^X so^far as^ wexTttdbfiftto. 
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trace their history) vere alike tJistingulsKed, ti M a p. 
in the eariiest times, by their eourage, 
their probity, and their enthusiastic afr* 
tachftient to freedom. 

Henry of Werdenberg, of the t^kite ban^ 
ncr, was among the most potent of |he 
Bheetian barons. Contemporary writers 
abound with anecdotes indicating the 
wretched state of degradation, to which 
his vassals were reduced. Their lives and 
property were left entirely at the disposal 
of wretches whom sordid tempers aptly 
qualified to be the tools of despotism* 
Among various instances of barbarity^ 
they are said to have constrained the pea- 
sants to feed out of the same trough with 
their swine;- meaning thus to render their 
spirits incapable of those generous senti- 
ments, which instinctivdy instruct the 
heart, that servitude is not the natural 
state of man. A civfl ofReer is accused of 
having carried off a beautiftil damsel from 
hef father's honise, and forced her to sisl^t 
to bis licentious desires^ while BMo^ttet is 
reported to have dishonovired a mwiied 
woman, in the presence of h6r husband* 

B b 2 There 
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CHAP. There k no state of depression^ from 
^^' which insults like tl^eso will not awaken 
tlje heart of man, » ; 

But the voice of cpniplaint was raised in 
vain. Werdenberg' listened with an insult- 
ing smile, astonbhed a^t the^temerity which 
could embolden these outcast? of sQcietj 
to pollute the ears of aristocracy with their 
despicable grievances. From the interfer- 
ence of: superior power, it was now evi- 
dent that no redress could be expected: 
and in such a situs^tion man rey^erts to a 
state of Tjature, and resumes those riglits, 
wliich timidity may compromise, but can- 
not alienate; From that ^ipoment he. be- 
comes judge in his owp cau$e, and e;?cpcutes 
the sentenjce, which he h^s hip[iself pro- 
nounced. All the ties> which bind him to 
society, rarff dissolved* J[Je ^js^ an insulated 
Nipgxiwhpseonly care is tttprovi^ for his 
pwasecjirity. , It w^s thus with, the Rh«^ 
tj^q). : Camogascb, the father o^the injured 
vifgijp:, was an : opulent fiiripfr,/ Nq^ cooper 
was hie made acquainted with his:daugh« 
^^^^tfgi^ce^ tl^D. ^coming ^^e t^<|y forms 



i.>. 



< f. 



' Digitized by Google 



of perverted jiistiefe, lie soiigftt tiie rkiriiher, d<!k A 
and laid him dead at bis feet » ::: '-i ! ^J^ 

Few among the Rhaetian nobles possessed 
St more extensive jurisdictidii tl^n the bi- 
shop of Coire. The present occupant of 
that wealthy see enjoyed the reputation of 
a consummate statesman^ and an accom- 
phshed orator. But his admioistratum was 
unpopular, and in the first act of govern- 
ment he was eininently deficient, the art of 
rendering his subjects happy. He appears, 
indeed, to have been one oi those specu- 
lative jpoliticians, whose science is confined 
to theory, and who are indebted for the 
character of wisdom to the brilliancy of 
their wit^ rather than to the scdidity of their 
understanding. It was scarcely to be ex- 
pected that a person of tl^is description 
should long preserve an amicable inter- 
course- with the neighbouring states. Thus 
we ^nd him engaged in continual disputes 
with the potent families of Ba^uns, Tog- 
genbiirg, and Werdenbelrg- These petty 
hostilities gave rise to frequent scenes of 
anarchy, and exposed the peasantry to a 
series of vexations, which tended equally 

Bb5 to 
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G|JAP.^ Siminbb their respect for goverameflti 
'^and to alieqate .tbeir f^eotioo^ fVoa) go^ 

In a. €oi|tefirt| whicti look placf) between 
the )mh^ tnd the citJtiens of Coire^ th^ 
^vbjcet in controversy was referred to the 
fnrbitrattioa 6f i^qric. Put the ^ward prpv* 
|Dg kdi fatoutable tb^n the pre}c^te ^Kpe<^*! 
^^ bp efitered i&lo ^t) adlifi^iic^ with Au^* 
|ria ; H<>t>iAg UHi9 to )»tiixk|dat^ bi« V^i^ 
into pubnussion. Thfe erp^t, bciwev^r, pitm 
<fd cpntnuty to hi» e^p^t^iipti^ For tb^ 
Ireatj was po sooo^r publisbed^ than it 
CTi^ated k general aiarm ; and ^uralceaiD^ 
in tlie ^bidis t«f tbat inb^^si^e fieoptea 
Vt^ng ^e0$e <»f mdepesMd^rCt l^d them ^ 
fpcrutiliiei the iatentioBs bf Protrrdeace, it 
fos'Oiiii^ such a cfeatme as mam, 

That ewry systcan qf eqqattty, wiridi » 
jfiot foundedi «ipoa tii^ efiuUitif tf laws^ is 
|>oCfa ^meriqai and iiibtprap^tioalDle^ require 
little itigaiuity %o dempastmOet Sunt it is 
equally evident ^ a refl^titog mindi XM 
^e-bftttign ymm of the Creator coiiid ftwet 
have designed to oaH niil)km$ of behigB in«- 
fo existence) for 4he «ol^ j^e^soi^ tor proft 

pf 
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of one* Opinions^ like these, are so con- oh ap^ 
sonant to the feelings of the human heart, ^ J^ 
that they require no rhetoric to recommend 
them. Yet the name of him by whom they 
were communicated to the Rho&tians, is 
buried in oblivion. The author of the 
Geisoks League is unknown to poste<- 
rity. 

Within the jurisdiction of the abbey of 
Disentis, lies the romantic valley of Triins. 
The whole country from Ilanjs to the source 
of the Rhine presents a series of the most 
picturesque objects, that were ever con* 
templated with delight and wonder by t^ 
eye of man. Here the loftiest summits of 
the Alps pour down their stupendous cata« 
racts in a thousand channels, gimg birth 
to mighty rivers. From scenes of this gi- 
gantic character, the transition is instanta«* 
neons to harmony and peace* The meadow 
spreads it*s enamelled bosom^ and t^ cot* ^ 
ti^ reposes in ^ recesses of thd quiet 
vale. 

It wa$ in a solitary grove» nesar the vil- 
lage of Trans, that the most respeetable 
mettbers of the adjacent hamlets assem^ 
B b 4 bled. 
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CHA^. bled, in tUe dead of riight, to confer about 
J-y^ 9pme general plan for their cocmnon pre- 
servation. They were sensible of their de-- 
graded condition, and keenly fclt the in-p 
juries to which they wei'e exposed. But no 
mean anibition, no sordid interest, kindled 
the sacred flame. Their very names are 
lost to posterity. And while the pompous 
mausoleum 'points but to the exeof^tiofD of 
mankind the faithless sycopba^nt, who rose 
to titled infamy by flattery and peculation, 
tlie foundei^ of Rh»tian liberty moulder 
unnoticed in tl>eir native dust:. Jt was the 
innate swtime?it of freedom, the wish of 
(establishing some system of equality iu the 
administratipn of justice, but (above all) 
^ the noblfi feeling, which prompts us to pro^ 
inot6 the CQmfprt jEmd happiness of all our 
speciesj particularly of thosie who are con^ 
pect'Cd with us, by friei^4?hip or OQus^aq- 
^uinityj, which inspired the resolution nc-^ 
pessary fprth^ accofpiJ^flftent of thi«* ar- 
duous enterprise. 

Aftefr ex^niir\ing t^eir resources, they 
found ihat they had nothiug.to trust to, but 
^ptiyity an(i rcsqliitiqn, : Tfip Jove of lir 

: ]>ert^ 
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herty. ho\T:eYer\aupplies it's votaries with chap. 
every thii^' which is requisite to obtain it 
Accystonied from their earliest youth to 
the fati^es of a laborious life, their bQdies 
were robust ; and their souls were strangers 
to apprehemioo. ' Their wants likewise 
were few^ for they were acquainted with 
no other pleasures, but those which nature 
fiirnishca in her simpleststate, and^whidi 
arQ ever within the teach of tastfis uncbrr 
rupt^ by. the fastidious enjoyments of 
polished society. i 

Sucfcfwere the men, whom the getnius of 
Eh^etia- ra^embled at Trunk. > An oncient 
tradition; stiH exists, that* ttey were in ge% 
neral persons dignified by age, and distin-* 
guished by their long greyi beards. From 
this circumstance, as well as from, their 
dress, which is said to have consisted of 
the grey clothing in Rhsetia, the alliance 
common was subsequently denominated 

the Grjson League *• . 

Toward 

* In German der Graue Bundy and Iq our own language 
more properly the Grey League* From the nature of the 
couutrjj Ukewise, which Unear the source of several of the 
l?^i*gf ^t riyers in ^urope^ ma^ probablj be dfeem^ the most 

elevate4 



Digitized by 



Google 



979 MMTORT OP TIIS 

CHAR TowBrd tlie close of the winter^ a de* 

XV 

> putatioti^ camposed of the inhalntaiits most 
itspeotable lor ag^ and property^ waited 
vpoa their haiigbfy lords, respectfully 
represeating to them the ivblies of the 
whcih eomrnunitj) fat a milcber and mc»« 
equitable coastitution. The message was 
aororapanied by an offer of joining with 
Ibe luriMocracy, in the accomplishment of 
this menttHs^uB'Ubdertaking *. 
A proposal to unexpected was heard with 

- different sensations by those to whom it 
tPOB addreMed.. By some it was received 
With mtiohal benignity^ by others it was 
lajected with iisolence at conteuipt. 

The abbot of Disentisy a prdate not 1^ 
eminent Ayr the Uberaltty of his sentimait8» 
tl»ii fbraiidable £nom the exteat of his do^* 
ttafas, declared in fttvour of refbnn, whic^ 
to ebosidetfed both as necessary and juat 
Hfii inflttatiee with the house of Raaatift 

, was i^nbounded, and he exerted it in per*- 
Mading the heirs of that illustrious family 

«ki»t04|Mirtof|liat^uaHfrof Ibt globe^ it Ihm farai fr^ 

eHMer.m.iU. 

to 
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to yield to the necessity of tlte titnes^ i»»cBAf« 
st^ad of fruitlessly struggling against the< *^' 
current of popular opinion. Hie youdg 
barons listened to bis advice with eoiii^ 
pilacency. They had oftea heard of the 
advantages which their father derived £v>m 
his alliance "with the canton of Claris, and 
the services, reiMlered to a beloved parent 
bjr free men^ inspired thorn with less armv 
»on for a iree governi&eQt^ tiban was aa^ 
tpral to p^^ons brought up wjth tiike almost: 
uncoikjuerable prejudices of feudal prides 

Hitherto it has been otir lot to conteoih' 
^at0 the ecclesiastical chamcter, in no ud^ 
vantag€k>u$ poiot of view* Ambition, 4es^ 
potism, and pride usurped the pkces of 
humility, benevolence, and resiguaticHk 
We feel peculiaT pleasure, therefwe, in 
introducing to our reader's notice a prel^ 
like the abbot of Disentis, who tho«^ 
born in an a^ whep tyraiuay and supett 
ftitioB^ want iian4 iH h^d, w^ o^t cmlj 
th& friend of civil liberty, but becama # 
$tfenuoiis promoter of the Bh^^ian kag«e^ 

The house of Sax, one of th« roo$t ao^ 
cient and pqwerfUl of Rbaetia, had takoa 

part 
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CHAP, part with tlie duke of Milan against tlie 
^^^i^ confederates ; but, in the present instance, 
,thfe suggestions of prudence tn^mphed over 
the influence of birth, 

A brother of Rudolph of Werdenberg 
could not behold the struggles of inde- 
pendence with an eye of indifference. The 
e:xample of his elder brother pointed out 
to the venerable Hugh the course which be 
ought to follow, and the benevolence of 
h\9 character rendered the lesson agree- 
able/ With the soothing voice of friend- 
rfvip he welcomed the petitioners, and pro- 
fhised them his support, Henry of the 
white banner, however, who had essen- 
HaMy contribulcd to excitfc the present 
commotions, turned away from the de- 
puties with a mixed sentiment of anger 
and disdain. Conscious of the unpopu- 
larity -of his own government, he felt 
that' t^eir murmursr were directed chiefly 
against himself, and that to sahction their 
procfeedingS' was, in fact, to pronounce hi* 
own condemnation. But the hour of op*- 
pression was passing rapidly away *, 

• MuHer, III. u. 

The 
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The far greater number of the adjarCeiitCHAp. 
balrons having approved, or feigned to ap^- 
prove, ,the proposed system of reform, a 
meeting wns held at Truns, to regulate the 
new constitution. Many of tlie nobilit/ 
were present ; among whom particular 
mention isniade of the ^bbot of Disentis, 
of^the baron of Sax, of Hugh of Werden- 
btt^g, and of the three :heirs of the house of 
Bazuns. To confer with th^se iUustriou? 
personages, representatives wepre sent from 
the neighbouring villages. The asseisib^ 
lYfts numerous,: and the business traqsaCited 
MXi^er the spreading branches of an an- 
cient lime*. 

The hopes and projects of t^ whole Q0»r 
volition being ostensibly directed tow^<^ 
X\^ accomplishment of one object, few 
iiiffi<;u)ti€s occurred in establishing );he fplr 
lowing regulations, which were solemnly 
ratified by every member present : ** WitW 
o»t distinction of rank or condition, it is 
thejardent 4^sire o£ all wjbo are present^ 



MuUeo ib« 
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CBAP.^ithw* (personally or by representative 
^;3^^ henceforth, to live togethw* in the strictest 
Ixmds of amity and peac^ ; and to assist 
each other in all difficulties with their ad- 
trice, their purses, or their lives. It is their 
wish also to establish a system of cotjunerce 
upon just and libera^ principles, and to 
provide for the security of the traveller, Iby 
maintaining order and regularity within the 
limits of the repAblic. From this moment, 
property of every deiscription is placed 
Qnder the protection ^ the law. No one 
shall invade the rights of his neighbour; 
iwit all private disputes sliall be decided 
by a magistrate, appointed for the due ad- 
sttnistratioQ of justice. All prerogatives, 
civil or ecclesiastical, shall be preserved in- 
violate; The contracting partie^ferther eiK 
gage never to interfere in the concerns of 
the abbey of Disentis^ but to stiflfef the 
election of the 4bbot to proceed w%A «»• 
biassed freedom. -As distwbances howevet 
Aay arise tn thcf best-^^onstftnted conamti^ 
nities, should any cases occur, to which the 

ttr^tnary direction of the law are inappli- 
• * cable, 
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cabte) the abbot of Dkenti^ sbaU noinin^te C ^At^ 
three persom; ah equal numkeif ishaU bs 
appottited by the baron of Raauas, and duD 
couat of Sax; and the cdthmumties oC 
Ubib, and of ilie Rbdnwald^nhallidehigate 
two each: by whose jolht decisian tfaeafi^ 
fair s^all be finally determined ; and^ if any: 
oppoi^tion be offered ta ttie execiitioa of 
the decr«e5 k sbaU'^been^MFeod by the 
umted efkarts of the tthote confaderacyw 
Whenever business of importance demandi' 
more thi^n ordinaiy attention, a general aa^ 
seiably shall be convened at Ttunt. Be^i 
side whieh^ a deceanlail meeting steH Imr 
regularly held for the public renewal cftla 
league, that it maybe indelibly imprinted 
upon the minds of all siieceeding genera- 
tion^/' ^ ^ 

It was farther agreed, that ^ no addi* 
tional member should be admitted into tho 
bond, without the general consent of the 
whole/^ A clause was likewise added that, 
^ no article in this treaty was to interfere 

*MiiUtr,Tschii4l 

with 
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^"^^•with the. Engagements which previoUaly 
subsisted betireen the abbot and thefocest- 
cantons^ or between the count of Sax and 
the dukev of Milan /^ 

The manifold advantages arising from 
this astociatioo, afforded a strong induce- 
ment to all the neighbouring peof^e to 
adopt a similar plan. . Hencer jeyeraj con- 
j federacies^ under differebt denominations*, 
were succossaveiy. fomjfed amidst the Al- 
pine hills ; all constituted upon the same 
fundamental principlei^, but varied in those 
lighter shade^» whiqh discrin^inate cbfHrao 
ter ijrithout chaogiog. the >. general reseoi- 
Mance. 
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CHAPTER XVI. .^ 

Council of h&tc — EUgenius IV.^^Vhiori of 
the Greek and Latin Chufches-r^Husskes 
^^1^22? of Manners during the Fifteenth 
Century. . 

IT may be supposed that the transactiotis Ch Aft 
oi the councir of BAle have no imme- ^^ 
diate connection with the aflfaii's of Swit- 
zerldtid-* But independently of tne war 
with tlie HusSites, in which th^ c6hfe- 
derates took' an active part, the! pro-i 
ceedings of that assem^bly are ^o closely 
united with thoste of the fontier ^ynod^ 
that after the detailed account silready 
given of the' transiactions 6^ the ofae, we 

* We cdntiiiiiie iUe subject of eccWsiaffticd faistoryj thai ^ 

we may not interrupt the chain of events^; tbotigb^ by stf 
doings we oflfend ag^^nst chrottologica! j^cisioiu 

VOL, I?. • C « 6«n j 
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CHAP, can bardly avoid saying a few words 
C^^ respecting the conduct of the other. Ber 
sides^ the manners, the opinions, the laws, 
and even the well being of society were 
then so intimately blended with the con- 
cerns of the chnrcb, thfkl it. is no easy task 
to dra# a line of separation. 

NotwithsljE^nd^j^g all the decree^ and 

r^ul^^ionji of ttjie pHeqed^i^g oquncils, 

^neijdi^t XIII. persisted, in retaining 

14S4. his ideal dignity till the hour of j^jsdea^h : 

and even then solemnly reccwnmended to 

the two cajrdipals, .who still adhered i0 

I, . his party, to nopDinate a successor iQ tat 

^'"^ vacant chair. The pillars qf the phurch 

obeyed,, aiid another pbaptpm. arose uader 

tHfi title <^f tleipent, VjfU. ^either j^as 

this^sl^advOW of a pope without his paxti- 

z^nS ; as^^ Alphotiso king of Anra^on, fronj 

l|ie wish, of mortifying the J^oo[)^n pontiff, 

against VWra hQ entertained a, viple^t 

hatred^ declared in his favpytj-.f., 

"Mean while, Martin transferred to Sienna 
the o^upcU, which had bee^i . oiigioally 

5 " * ^ ftuinmofted 
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sam'qa^ed ^» m0^t at Pavia, iand thence (^h a p. 
again i removed it to BAle, wh6fe it !rras i^yjf^. 
dtii5cte4 to ass^mWe at the ex|)iifatio4 '^ 
se^en *>:ears* 3y this artful maoage^eltty 
hb flattered hiimelf to tb*row tke irbold 
fottf th^n upon his st)<:cjei^6r ; atty according 
to the €i§mtik(m calculation of hupiaft / 
duUnc^Si it svm hftrdly |)robdble that be 
hiiiiself • "would be nuitibered witft /the 
litfog .wb6n the appointed peiied sh<Aidd 
aMre. la thfe inter val^ how^drfer^ he dex^ 
terou^y cbntrived to eflfect a i^eeofaoi-i 
hation wtth- Alpfaonso; the result of 
which was^ iMt the degraded Clenle'M 
wiiB ioAce tn^re reduced tie) hts ,pfciitDt|kiy<f 
obscurity. , ' \ . . 

Whatev^l ihayte^ been Ms faerits as msu 
a pfieal^ Martin prored hivAw^ ad i&b^ 
fent «aici;lator, by dyii^ a fett^ wedcs bb* 
f^ the ibeetiag t^ lAe eouncil; Eugenkft 
I V. ifais suecessor^^ entertained iht d&ihe 
dnsaid «f eeeksiMtieitl congresses; wfaiii:^ 
palpal fiiisdofiduct rdfidcf^ inseparabjk 
from the papal character. But it would 

* Mosheim^ ib. 405. 

. Cc2 tewre 
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CHAP, have beein in the highest degree hnprud^ni 
to disappoint the hopes and expectations 
<yf the Ghri»tian world, by the sudden dis- 
solution of an assembly, from whose la- 
bours so much good was anticipsttecL 
£ugeniu9, therefore, had recourse to arti« 
fioe ; but, after a variety of ineBfectoal ex- 
pedients to transfer the synod to an Italiali 
city, he contented himself fdr the j^-eseiit 
with sendhig a legate to watch if s proceed- 
ings ': resolving at the ftame time instantly 
to di{»olve it, in case' the members should 
presume to endroach upon the prerogatives 
€)f the holy see; an event by no means im- 
probable, as the ' general cry of Earope 
was in favour of such a reform.*. 

NorwasBugeniirsrdec^ived. For scarcely 
had the members entered « vpon bissiness^ 
whea an- attack was commenced against 
the pontifical power, by reviving the dread- 
ed doctrihe of the supremacy of acouncil.^ 
The next step was, to summon^ the pof>& 
to appear bef<»:e theml But the bitt^ 

* MuUer, III. iii. ]ffQ8hem, ib. 42ff. 
t Mosheitn, ib* , ' 

f ^ ImmiliatioQi^ 
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humiliations to which John XXIIL was chap. 
formerly exposed, had tauglit his successors s^rr^ 
to beware of trusting their saered person^ 
to similar ifisults. Nothing that could 
happen to him, while he retnsaned in lta\yi 
could be equally mortifying; he resolved 
therefore to brave tlieir anger and to dis- 
obey. In consequence of this refusal, tlie 
iassembly was proceeding to depose hiin ; 
but on the intercession ofSigismund, they 
consented to grant him a temporary re- 
spite, which he pmdently employed in 
attempts to corrupt the leading members. 

His appmrent >inoderation was however 
the mere effect of artifice, and proceeded 
entirely from the fears which he entertained 
of the duke of Milan, who having ad- 
vanced at the head of a considerable force, 
ravaged all the country in the vicinity of 
Rome. This roused the indignation of 
that high-spirited people ; and they com- 
pelled Eugenias to save himself from theif 
resentment by a precipitate flight. 

It Would be foreign to oUr purpose to 

detail, on one part, the ineffectual efforts 

^ C c 3 made 
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CH^?. tf^e t^, 905re<?t the morals of tjie .p|prg;)f, or 
" -^ pa the othei;, the intrigues and snh,terft^e8 
eu^ploj^ed by that polluted body to.eljudie 
the attack.. The cause of virtue would how* 
ever, ia. «J1 probability, baye ultimately 
triumphedji h^d not an event t^en pl^ce 
loopre ^vourable to the efforts of qo;;ruptipB, 
tb^n all th^ stratagems which Italian cuH" 
ning< evea when refined witiiin the walls of 
the Vatican, could have devised. 
. The rapid progress of the Tufjkish aro^ 
having, already wrested from the scpptered 
theologiaa who swayed the empire of the 
^^t, the whole of his domi.nipns e^^cept 
bis capital, he was awakened to care^of 
If. more prions nature, than gymnastic ex- 
ercises, or metapbysical visions. Amidst 
the ^i^'^^i'S'^ which surrounded hin;^^ no 
bop^n^i^aiued* but in a speedy unipqi with 
the I>atin church, In order to discuss thi^ 
niQ^ie^tous question with greater- fs^^pility, 
ihe} Gf(e€ik emperor offered to ajttendL the 
council ip pc^soo, and to biing wi|;h,hinDi ^ 
l^lect number of the most profound 4is- 
PMt^p^ t|?^ the schools, pf Cpi^t^i^tinpple 

(coul^ 
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had tt'becftii )ii^?\mti id ino^^^ itvs^W^of ij^ 

liidt' tidtbing* cooM 'De ifarthep fbin tli^ 
intentt©irofiitigeniug?Aa»i th6'aec€tetp>i»fe-> 
meni; of tiis long-projecteii i«c»n€iiiatl^tt^ ^ 
which it):i«»ould baTQ be^fi^ itiijpottsi^le . to 
effe(?t without a matualf tmunc^atidof of 

teneti ; yrt ' it afforded fciwi: a i^eiwig 
test for' tramferiing the assembly to *sohie 
to*n; ii¥ Italyij.triuGh iraght* piovei inore 
amv^nieilt toi the Ttayal- divili*. • Mndu 
k^' however, tbat^ the clmstiaii jwretetes 
\nei« toa* unccKirtljt tt> pirefefr the 4tfDCO(n»&i 
dation.o6 a; soTeieigir to t4i^* gixkl of the 
ebircli, lie kiimediately. iasuccfca buH, dm- 
5ol»mg the council of^ BMe, midi6iUtm)(39a^ 
iog^oicither to me^tatiEerrara. 

But Eugcnias had to do witii men of 1439. 
ttirtn^ets^k temqpm, . who < felt tiiat the) ic;dr«^ 

wna subsequently elevated to the Bomaikpu^ple. Seduced 
tiy the flattering promises of the pope, fae~ exerted all his 
eloquence to persuade bis countrymen to accept the con* 
diticMis proposed by Eiigenius; Mbsheiqa^ ib. 425. 

Cc 4 rent 
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c SAP- rent of public opinion was favourable to 
their pretension^. Called upon to act im^ 
der circumstances of peculiar difficulty, 
they did not hesitate to pursue the line of 
conduct, which a sense of duty eojoined ; 
and with a aeal, which would have been 
highly honouraUe, had it proceeded solely 
irora conscientious motives, they alftiost 
unanimously resolved not to abandon their 
posts, till they had completed the import^ 
ant business for which tney had been sum* 
moned. In the meanwhile, to prove to the 
world that they were not to be intimidated, 
they declared the pope guilty of contu-' 
macy, and suspended him^ from the exer- 
cise of all ecclesiastical jurisdiction. !&i- 
genius, who was no less desirous of show-, 
ing that the papal power was independent 
of all earthly control, publbhed another 
bull,excommunicatiDg, without distinction, 
all persons who should adhere to the synod 
ofBAle.* 

This indecent scene, at a moment when 
the eyes of Europe were directed with 



^ Moobeim^ ib. 434, 
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more tban ccramon attentioii ito\vard ^eeHAP. 
proceedings of ^ the Latin churdi, wbulci ^ * 
have disgusted any people lesr proae vta 
soperstition tfaan the Greeks. iSlut tbejr 
Imd beeft too long accustomed to' the vi- 
rulence of theotogical coatrbVersy to be 
either astonislied or shocked at any enor- 
mities which religious dis$ensk)ns could 
produce; though they afforded an ample 
fund of satirical amusement to the Italian 
wits, and not less scandal to the wise and 
pious of every nation. 

During the heat of the controversy^ 
Sigismund diedj leaving behind bini» a^ 
reputation of integrity, suJB9cient to apo- 
logise for many weaknesses. Albert xluke 
of Austria, who married a daughter of the 
kte erapei'or,* and succeeded to the cro^vn; 
of Bohemia in bright of his wife,' was raised 
to the vacant throne. ; Windcck, who had 
frequent opportunities of m^ing liimseif 
acquainted with this prirtce's. character, 
dwells on his virtues and talents with pe- 
euliar satisfaction. Speaking of hinj after 
his death, a time when the voice of flattery 
is no longer heard, he expresses his ad^ 

miration 
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CHAP, miration in tbe following terms : ** Since 
J^ the first tttaJWishment of CShristianityy no 
sovemigq \raa ever more deeply, oc mors 
^eservedfy regvettdd, by die irorld; It 
would, be difficidt to point out the qua- 
Ktiei^i in whii^ he most excelled. His 
, piudence^ his love of justice^ his humanity, 
lis aotiTttgr^ and his caura^ were deserr* 
ing of onr ghititude. Formed to adorn 
and dignify A throne, he , never gave hk 
jrabjeets but one cause of regfet; and 
that arose from the shortness of hk 
i»ign/'*. 
1438. * Immediately after his election, the new 
emperor tXK>k the council of.B^e under bis 
protection. This, however, was: insufficient 
to produce any alteration. on the inflexible 
temper 06 Efugenius. He set the poAvers 
of the world at defiance, transferred his 
council frq^Ferrara to FlcHrcnc^, and. ap* 
{M»red amidtt the £ai;^r8 x£ both diurche; 
with, the air ofi a conqueror: After dis* 
^bfjriiig aU the wondefs o£ theological eru^ 
ditionithe Greeks were at length prevailed 

•Sdunidt^VlLxvii 
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qpoa to.reo^ve the opinioiv pf . -^le Ji^t^ char 
cburcli witl^, re&pject to the j^oce^qn of tlie vJ^^ 
I^olj^ jSjiirU^* .9f)4 to actw^wj^e: tU^ ^Ur 
premcicy of the Ilpu;^ ppjitiflf* TtjCilj^eF 
y i ctory^ w^^, of iuftoitely. greajtqr iippor^nc^ 
in th^e,^es,of Eu^eniiis, thaijiall t^ie coq- 
trpverted. dogmas of. the sghoqlsi. %v^j 
thing Qlse nqw, beofime eajiij^^ ^p4. tl^^^ i^>yji)[ 
Poljemics enabraced e^ch oth^r,,in,tQ^;^0(of 
th^ir fra^rrnal reconcijiatio.nf-. . 

Unfortunately however fo^ thp pe^^pp of 
tb^ contending churchi?s, the ipir#i(?ulpus 

<^han^e \^hickhM taHen plao€jii},tl)ec(iji^4s 
o^ their dignitaries, .d4cl:n,Qt equally, ex^tend' 
tff ^he yi^gjarv bo,e oi the raqsfc. j^a^t^rial 
joints in disj^ute .was. the natum of pwga-r 
iory. The (?Teek5 insisted, that it w,^ do* 
^\img more Mjaflr a |>1#p^ of da^:k:Be»§i ^ad 
gjepitepfe^i whi)jB thp I^atins, 1ess,lmip^wJj» 
co»tpii4ecl foi; th^ eixtirp puriftpa^^oA of 

^' T%i9 tqiie^^o bad i^mt^a isid^ject of coM^ttMio^ b^ . 

dition of the \9i^iJilioque ((fXjfro?Jjtjfi^, ^^>t^P.^f^Mt 
bols of Nice and Constantiuople was ma^e in the ^tkcen- ^ 
(ury by the Spanish theologians^ and was shortly afterward 
ftdliptediby these .<)f>fhM!#.^ ^ ' Htisk^i^^ ibi 4ei9^ ^ 



f Moshieinj,ib. ' ^ 
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c^^p. souls by the agency of fire. Tliis question 
v^^ underwent the severest scrutiny ; but as 
no oral testimony could be obtained, it 
would have probably continued a topic of 
debate to all succeeding generations, had 
not a solution been fortunately proposed, 
which settled the difficulty to the satisfac- 
cion of both parties. Persuaded that all 
attempts it a fuller explanation must fail, 
they came to a compromise, and contented 
themselves with declaring that purgatory 
was a place of purification for departed 
spirits, but whether the important change 
was effected through the medium of dark- 
ness or of fire, was a question involved in 
impenetrable mystery. From this decision 
we may learn, with what facility the most 
violent disputes may be terminated, pro- 
vided the contending parties are desirous 
of an accommodation. Tbie people of Con- 
stantinople however were less tmctable, atid 
adhered to their ancient prejudices With 4n 
obstinacy, which nothing could overcome. 
aso. Hitherto the members of the ,(K>)iincjI a( 
B41e bad conducted themselves with con- 
summate prudence; but thq i?uccesp of 

Eugenius 
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Eugenius in his rival synod, and the repa- ^5^,^* 
tation which he had acquired by the tinion 
of the Greek and Latih churches, by awak- 
ening a spirit of jealousy, embittered all 
their subsequent measures. Giving way 
to the vidi^nce of resentriient, they deposed 
him, and elected in his stead Amadeus o€ 
Savoy ; who, wearied with the cares of the 
world, had abandoned a throne, and retired 
to a beautiful hernxitage at Ripaille, a ro- 
mantic spot near the lake of Geneva*. 

The reputation of Amadeus was high, 
^neas Sylvius, who was secretary to the 
council, mentions him in the following 
strain of panegyric: *^ Amadeus, during a 
long and glorious reign, fulfilled all the du- 
tfes of an excellent prince. He was the 
protfector of the widow, and the orphan.—* 
By his prudent regulations order and tran* 
quillity were restored ih every part of his 
dominions, where robberies, rapes, and 
tatoders had formerly been committed with 
impunity. Justice also was-impartially ad-- 
niimjliten^d ta all ranks and conditions of 



♦ Mo^eitn ib. 4^7. 
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CKA P. men. Whlsn cnfeaffed in v^«ars, it was jratket 
• by acts, of benevolence, than by force of 
artn9» that ke bougjkt to st^bdue the .Qnefay. 
But w^aiied M length with worldly gran* 
dou4Ps, he retired to lUpdilW^ in order to de- 
dicate the remnant of bis day-s t<^ the Ser- 
vice -of God. la tbhi peaoeful retreat^ 
his dress consisted of the rudest n^aterials^ 
and was merely sufficieat to dfefekid his 
body agaiBsttfie severity. of tine winter.— 
His meals were simple, spanng^ and uni*: 
form. Such likewise was the xiiscipline land 
the devotioft observed in the liiOtiaatetjf^ 
which he founded, that a more exempiarjr 
and pi<His €6tiabl4si)ment could ^no \rheiB 
be found* . 

Europe howevcar was so completely di*i 
gusted with the schisms, which had prevail* 
so long in the church, that ' all the: virtujEti 
of the royal hermit, who assumeid the ajaine 
of Felix, were beh<tld with indiflwetaJe.-*^ 
Without detaohiAg th^ois^v^ from/.the 
. couiicil of B4Je, the for greateT part t^ ^be 
ohnstian powers remained Uti$l^^niiii|jb4W 

^ Schmidt Gescbichte der- ]>eol9dien^ Til. xvii* 
-• ' obedience 
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obedience to the Roman poat^^f; so tbat^>^^p, 
Felix, after supporting his equivocal h/o^ ^^ 
nours for thje.space oC ^^t yeai^ thought 
it prudent to take a ^aal leav^ &£ all ter« 
restrial greatness, and .withdrew once more 
to his beloved retreat** . . 

It is uoi, our iBtei^iof^ itoiaMuU6ly.de-- 
scribe the various regulations adopted withr 
a view to amend the discipline c^ the 
church; but there is one evqnt^ which merits 
some attention, onacxount of it^ssra^lari- 
ty. After the b^u^ and inhuman treatment, 
which Huss had experienced. from the coun-* 
cil of Constance, it conI4,ha^J be expect- 
ed that any of his fblloiivers should trust 
themselves in the power of an eactesia?tiq4 
synod* Yet strange as it may seem^ it is 
equally true that Pxocopius, t^ie successojr 
ofZiscfa, appeared at B^e during the sit- 
ting of the council. But he came attended 
by so fqrqfiidable a suite,, that he had no 
pc^onal danger to :^ppr^bendf though he 
wafr himself an .object >of terror to all who 
' . ' * 

* Accoriling to Hosbeim* Nicolas^ who succeeded Eur 
genias, was distinguished for erudition and genius^ and wa» 
a liberal patron of the arts. lb. 

were 
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CHAP, were concerned in that disgraceful transac- 
^^ tioh. This step however gratifying as it 
might be to the vanity of Prbcopius, proved 
fatal to the cause which he espoused* De- 
puties were sent into Bohemia, under co- 
lour of continuing the negociation, biit who 
were secretly entrust^ with a mission of a 
rery different nature. Convinced by fetal 
experience that the Hussites while actuated 
by one common interest, were invincible, 
they omitted no means of corruption, which 
jseemed likely to divide them. Neither was 
the task so difficult asi it might appear; 
since the majority of the nobles began al- 
ready to question the validity of a doctrine, 
trhich inculcated tenets by no means favour- 
1434. able to their own pretensions. No sooner 
had the catholic missionaries succeeded in 
disseminating, dissension and jealousy 
among the chiefs of the Hussite^, than the 
army attacked them unawares, and gained 
a complete yrctoryj ili which Proctopiu^ fell. 
Their trrumplii however, was irrepairably 
tarnished/ by every act of cruelty, \yhicb 
the savage refinements of persecuting zeal 
can inflict. 

Nothing 
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daring the continuance of the council, tf 
yte consider the duration of this assemyy, 
we are surprised to find that 60 little should 
have been done; but ivhen, on the other 
hand^ we reflect upon the ^mpdr of t&«f 
times, we may fairiy decide that full as 
much was accomplished^ ad the prejudiced . 
of the age would allow^ To proiiiote any 
essential reform, in matters so delicate a# 
those of religion^ requires wisdom, mode^ 
ration, and a spirit (^philosophy, fiirmot*^ 
enhghteoed than that wbkh prevailed al 
tfais^ early period ; when the governments of 
Europe were just emerging from a utate d! 
bariiarism, andthe people wereeverywhett^ 
degraded by the most abject Supersti-^ 
tion. Even the more enlightened class qC 
toGlesia8tics,whowerieloudest intheirdecla-' 
matbna against the tyranny and cortuption 
of Rome^ were more frequently pecupiediti^- 
low cabals for the preservation fiClillirtii^ 
benefices, than in well digest ff^«ctitr 
f(tf the estabHshme(it,(>f ptder, ^lidt.c«9f«9? 
tiion of abuses, or the j^^ti§0lSflM^^ 

VOL. It. D d ^ 
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cjHAP. We 8 ball now change our 'Subject for a 
while^ to e^^amine the state of Society, This 
task has hitherto been agreeable, as it must 
Qveraffordthesincerest pleasure to contem- 
plate the human character untainted by the 
seductions of polished lift, unhardened by 
the peculations of cortimerce, and uncor- 
rupted by the intrigues of government. It 
19 true, there is 00 artificial glow of colour- 
ing, no studied disposition of light and 
shade,, to dazzle and deceive. The portrait 
appears in the rude dress of nature, with 
all her strong. aad characteristic passions. 
Ajt the first glance, one predominant fea- 
ture arrests our attention r it is the love of 
^berty ; a sentiment) perhaps of all others, 
the most prod uctite of heroic actidns*, since 
ipeither the.t^mptaJtions^of interest, the se«« 
duction$ (>f grandeur, nor the menaces of 
despoitiam can divert the 'true patriot from 
^e settjed purpose of his mind. * 
^-jypm:a>park; which kindled in the field 
of Bullh webavejtraced the ilame as it gra- 
dually, disused /itsd£ oyer the far greater 
part off Helvetia FoFthough the league wis 
itj21^i^hfiiMxl< ta«the eight original cantons, 
^*'* 6 : ■' which 
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which coQstituted-ivhat^ is generally termed cjrap^ 
tke ANCIENT BOND, there was ; soarqcly a 
tqy^n of consequence^ in Switzerland that 
had not felt the generous glow in it's bo- 
som. Xh& accessidi of $ve other cantons 
(for Appep^l was yet regarded only m th^ 
jlight, of an ally) gave adcjitional splei;^pur 
to the Helvetic union: but a spirit of 
jealoupy^d already penetrated into the 
heart qf the confederacy, and was destroy- 
ing the vitals of the constitution; while to 
a casual observer the body politic seemed 
daily acquiring additional vigour and ac-< 
tivity. 

. Union is the true source of prosperity 
to every nation; but to none is it so essen- 
tial asf to a country composed, Uke Switzer- 
land, of separate commonwealths, whose 
objects and pursuits were widely di^ei^ent, 
and whose manuCTs and constitutions were 
^ by no means the sam(^. :;So long as the 
weakness of the Helvetic republics Qxposed 
thein to the assaults of Austriaa i^uobitioUi 
they wtre connected J>y the loiie of inde*- 
pendence; but when .the wild projects of 
Frederic had attracted the rei^entment of 
D d 2 Sigismund, 
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^^jV^the chtittti, thfe fcbtfqaests then to*di 
bj tht tonfifedeiratfes" gate such d -eoa<» 
si^tehey td tbeit gbtfeMment, titet th« 
bftUbie df Aostria tettieit td bte an bbjeet ttf 
t^iidh FMih tkit hiojbetii the thAttay bj^ 
i*phicfc thl?y had befeii thithetto^ (iohiieetedj 
iras dissblved. Bikcoiidaiit inft^st^^ ahd 
dwhoho^irfeblfe tlfeStS, Bdurped thte Jiliiefe irf 
«eid for thfe publie lirelfare j Why 6 the lAsXAr&i 
ttirtiuleface brihfe H^Vfetifc eharftctfer bi^e 
Ibrth iii dohibstic dfesebsidhs. l^e h^ugb< 
ty vittfee bf SchWeit J! WW ffl caktihtted t(» 
bear the affected superiority of Zuric ; and 
Hit cbhtitiual Golli8k>dj bf the^ Wiy pow* 
ertiil tdhioflS fiirtdl^ prddirceli an *xplb* 
sibn, ttii?tek menaced tfee vhtote teagtie 
with 'destruction. ♦ 

M. ^ Montesqoicu ha Mlid it ti©wh a* 
att ifevariafele ^rihcl^le, that tiriae 16 th^ 
Ghty basi^ bf a t'^f/Mlietih gOT^fei-niiitettt. 
th^ position t§f iii ttiieory hib^ iiiMHk^. 
Yfet #iere itestaWifehed by pttii^tttia! ieit* 
p«riin^t^ we can di^^oVelr no vaHtt feasic* 
fot confining il to rej)ublfcis alone;' fe^ 
Would wimngly bxbeJid i(% tBfl»iei!»^ to 
. 5 every 
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ous writer has jiwfe§4:ti^9i)gM: prpper* ft«M» , ■^*^*' 
of gp>{eiiivii9^s{ )h«t. ii is, i» ^tj Ap gt>f 

?«>%.wH%^T«MMHfc%' i» »vi^.fl|gaiid to i^^ 
ifoq^.r.t h-*^ .'•.' "b ' ■ i' i .. .... ;■;';.:: 

to 4iii?r(fifQfl9 »j> auifeofiof .wwib^eiabUsbed 
^de^T^j; yet iit is i?c8i?i5e]y pqsjjibile smi 
oMisly -l^^ investigate his -<?ij»isii€«>s, (wi^hg^at 
percfiyi^ jt^at .in fQ&tn^ ^arts .his -fe^wtenou 
jbovevproCi«piliv>i^iBg, is vO^^her fianotionei 
tyjesn^ri^QBCiB «#r«©n»sfeent.witb the (»»^t» 

Aiffwfl^H irepniplies, wbich baHe (floumfibed 
ijinqf #e ^yss of Sdl(0» ssOid ;%G^gus;jt6 
%d thabt ^ji^rha^vjetf: pi^y :l)ayej(bfien Jtibe 
j^Bjei|)J§? »pw ^^d> iiiey saoted injll|e 
precarious period of infancy, with 'tkeir 
wefilj^ee fthey J^^w j^Siid^ )i\»it virtue, 
inv^cMiQg i^ VS^W jQf Qthier peepte, laiwi 
ij^k^wg^liie^iawpj^^ith 9, !d«gt«6af pros- 

D d 3 der 
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CHAP, der the most arbitrary tnonArch, 'dr in the 
most corrupt state of societjr. - * 

Notwithstanding the pr6iid pstrftde of 
stoic vittue, Rome from it's very^ origin 
was Uie I avowed eiifemy of httnlfth tepose* 
The god, which her citizen* s^ri^di was in- 
terest. Whatever was gr^at - ahd noble, 
beyond the limits of the ciftpi*^,' excited 
their jealousy, and was devoted to 'de- 
stnictioti for no other reason jthaW because 
it was noble an<l great. Coiifornttibly to 
this atrocious system, they aiiriihilated 
the poor remains of Grecian liberty, de- 
throned the modorchs of Lo\v«r Asia, 
and betrayed and ruined Carthafge; The 
injustice and ingratitude of the Atl)6nia:n3 
?ore features not. less striking in theit na- 
Ijional character, than the'incpnstifhcy of 
their dispoi^itiou and the brilliancy* of their 
wit. Nit >even tfele rude int6gfity 'of 
Sparta ?cdiild tyilhstand the seductions ol 

If ever a tepublic was 'erected upon tbe 
solid basjs of virtue, it wrts unqnestfeiiably 
thatj df Helvetia. The Hiore nearly we iii* 
yestigatfethemotiv^andtiie'meastirfesjofit's 

*i fouiidera, 



Digitized by 



Google 



lIELVETic REPUBLICS. 40f 

ibunders, the more strongly will this opinion ^^,ft^* 
be confirmed. In vain we seafcp for the 
feuds of ambition, or therwars of intferest.^ — 
Yet in the course of a centi^y artd an hatf,^ 
prosperity had infected her two leading stated 
with all those vices und - passions, which 
are the inseparable compfanions of wealth 
and commerce. The advanta^ of the 
pttblic^beg4n tcv be sacrificed tqf that "of the 
Individ uaL Amidst the violence 6t 'do-^ 
mestic quarrels,'tbe grand principle bf the 
federation was forgotten, arid an tmnatural 
union was formed with the liereditary 
enemy of Helvetic* indbpendente; ' ' ^ 
Hence her destinV ap jieaii^ to tK a satis- 
factory proof tnat ^Viirtfie, considered as 
the ftmdamiental principle of govcrtiment,^ 
is the mere phantom of an enth'ftsiastitf 
fency, vainly sought in an aggregate bodyv 
imposed df^uch vitiated being^i^^men. 
From melancholy experience' indeed we 
learn, that probity arid 'magnanimity are 
seldohi- fourid* in exalted J>osts.^ Bt a priv 
vats ^Statiph, we m'iy repose Securely upori 
the bed of ini!iocerice;'bul fhom'thfeTnotnent* 
If^ enfbarfc upori ^ the perilous ocean of 
• P d 4 publio 
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€HAi». public life, tl)6 'Virtue of .Ibe most vjrioous 
^^*-,i»iod»^|«r. 

U may be dei^p^ded theo^ vith somo 
a^f»ear»nce of jteasoo, ih w^ coxuast? die 
difference #o visiUe ib d^ characters oC 
different people, ajod ^vea of the. same 
pvople under a 4tfferent form of govern- 
.ment? The answer is obvious., It oon% 
ijste'iQ the feelings x>f..the heajrt. In 
that noble sentunent qf independence, 
nrhieb informs the lowest citiaen of a fiee 
state, that he is a Man, and has therefore 
an equal claim with the pr(Hidest of his 
countrymen to the protection of her laws, 
Pe^rive him of this, and his whole nature 
alters. It matters little, by what fneans 
the change is produced; whether by the^ 
liand of power, ^r by the pressurer ci 
poverty and distiiess. 

JPiamples of this kind n^ escape tba 
common' observer; but to thie plnlosopbtf; 
who closely exammes the motives of hn- 
X/\9Sx dooduct, they present themselves in 
all the stroi%and melancholy featuieaof 
bruthr Behold the man, whose asm ds su^ 
ident to procure hk»e?e^ n^oeaiaijof 

life! 
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life ! With what »n elftvated comUnwux char 
he ^aaes around ywl Tbe anile of 900* ^*^ 
teat $it$ light Hpon big brow. That imkUi 
fimotes the fe^k)g9 pf a heart, wluch cfui 
l?9ply with fearksB dignity tQ tbe mighiieH 
of maqkiod* I jvm .tiK.B ¥Ou&$£i.i*t-A 
|£AN. Let u$ aQi«r reverse the pictntGt.and 
reduce the sanie peason to a preearious de% 
pendeiM^ oa th^ bouolj of otiiefs. HeifiU 
no lpo|{er be necognissaiMe. Not a featcm^ 
t)Ot a& actioa,.xiot a irord will be tbe sane; 
The open countenance of consciouB honesty 
has disappedored^ and in it's stead is se^ 
the sullen expression of servility and do* 
spairf 

. It is not die issue lof a battk, or the re«t 
ltt& oft a. «pagn8ss, which exdusively qxt&f 
reds an ddo^ghtened mind. Amidst the 
|K>mp c^ auiitaiy trimnpbs, and l3ae eibaca* 
aery of ckiocessfiil ^piomacy, tiie imagioa^ 
ttoa is daseekd and tl)« ^ud^eot smiekd^ 
But iiefope tme *can dc^emiiaie with confi- 
doitfe the real it^to of a natkd), w« nnist 
nut the4f»|rt)B^ of tbe peasant* H* sre be* 
bcid bMi arise #001 hie hoesely tepast ««th 
» <ib0eif«lic»ub|einwce, if we see him gaee 

with 
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CH AP» with delight upon a numerous and healthy 
. ^^^^^jjg^ ^^ jjjj^y j|.jj^j^ venture to pro- 



nounce it's government good, and it's sub- 
jects happy. But if after a day of toil he 
is unable to satisfy the cravings *>f nature^ 
if in silent despair he looks down on his 
children • crying to him in vain for breads 
or tears himself from their innocent caresr 
ses, unable to liupport the excruciating 
scene; the condition of that society, ajt- 
though it's rulers may have subjugated 
the world by their arms, or rendered 
it tributary to their conunerce, is a real 
object of compassicm. 

By their recent acquisitions, the Helvetie 
states gained such additional strength, that 
they bad little to fear from the neighbouring 
powers. The reputation, so nobly earned 
in the field of battle, was a barrier still more 
formidable even. than t^ose which nature 
supplied in the . Alps. . Besides, the prim 
ciple'of union, in which their real strength 
consisted, had progressively iacquired both 
consistency and force. The rude inhabit 
tants of the forest-csmtgns continued still 
the fathers ai^d protectoTs of the confede* 
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racj. For though both Berne and ZuiiccHAPJ 
surpassed theta in m ealth and populatimi, 
they were far inferior to them in thosci cx^ 
alted qualities, which constitute true pa** 
triotism. In those great commercial cities, 
the love of gain hiad already divided th0 
plodding mind of speculatiotf with* the love 
of liberty : but the true spirit of indepen- 
d^cfe still existed, in all it's purity, amidst 
the vallies of Uri, of Schweitz, and df 
Unter'walden, The simple riianners of tha£ 
uhsbpliisticated people, were strdnjgly con- 
trasted, in the:j)opular assemblies at Con- 
stance, with the effeminacy and dftplicity 
df the Italians, who though deeply versed 
in the refinements, wfere totally unac- 
quainted ^ith the virtue^ of their Augus- 
tdn ancestry. What a source of reflection 
for a contemplative mind ! What a lesson 
for the statesman, and the philosopher! 
* If we examine the situation of the lower 
classes, the internal economy- of a Swiss 
cottage will present^s with a perfecit model 
of domestic felicity, - Engaged in the pur- 
suits of agriculture; or occupied • with tlie 
e4ucation of their children, the happy pair^^ 

when 
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GHAfi w})W the labours of the day were coDclud-* 
^^JJl^cd, wet each oth^ vitb tJ>e soiije of sati^ 
Uctioo, Add^ted to tbe pleasures of n^sti^ 
Ijfei, ap4 ipdioed to hospitable coovivia^ 
lity, they sjiApt the holiday apioag thfiir 
friends aod relatioBS ia ds&t^ve aumsfiweuis, 
The old 'delighted themselves vith m^i$ic^ 
the young vitfa daoci^g. ^ They sjuj^ theic 
heroes^ and their God; nof ws^ 1^ Wt^^ 
neglectful of the soiiter pasfioe. T^^p^ 
timra yrete suited to a n^tioq. t^ spUk^ 
be»i^ calculated to g^ve health and ^xAivkf 
to the hodj, while they iooparted stpscupi^ 
aid energy tQ the jWMad* 

Gaeu9$ 4s a passiooof such tmit^eirsf^ 
prevtdeace, eye^ among tbe im)st taarai^ 
nations, ;that we must aot be surpiised to 
meet with it iu the romantiuc vallies of 3wji^ 
^^erlaud. But we should have expepted .to 
find chastity T£)garded as Qoe ^ the m^ 
fsseuMali ocoam^ts of tl^e km&h ^»af%o 
ter. Yiet ^tra^ga as it may sowd, #«» 
are few countries ia mfKlern £ai'Of>e, when 
the licea^ousoess of the wcm^eo is cai^e4 
to .greater excess. Wp must^iot however 
suppose thiU;, Ap»oi^ tha'Jiwle S^y^of 

the 
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the Alps^ gallantl-y Wfts decorated tvitib aMdSAR 
those l^finetoetits, nndet which it artfaUjr ^^'' 
eodeaivours in polished nationii tb palliate 
it's defarthity. When a mab beoarhe th* 
reputed father of children, which h6 had 
ftA^oh t6 believe weite not his own, oi^ when 
kh eiting daughter tetuwied to the^patertal 
tdof with an oflfepring uhsanctiotied by 
law, the husband ot the parent exclaimed^ 
Ei M G&ttes tviltt /* This indeed is a spe» 
cite of philosophy, f&t which we should 
havfe fathet lo6ked in the meridian of a 
coutt, than among the hardy sons of Hcl#- 
vctifi. 

The habits of the higher orders differed 
fittte ftwh those, whkh we hai« alrtady 
de^ciribed. "^o atttend the celebration of 
mas^ was tlie first occupation of the morn- 
ing* The remainder ^ tbe day wai dedi- 
eaiied to ktliitingv «r to t&aMial spoils,, lii 
«ie evebiiig they as^^efiibledili tbebal^tdOin, 
or over the bowl, tt has evet been a cus* 
torn, among the nations of the iiotthr ^ 
|>as9nnichof tfa«iriiiteii^ikkW«% S^iiai* 

tura! 
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CHAP, tural' reserve and austerity of the German 

' XVI 

character ivere^ thrown aside^ while the 
heart expanded, amidst the- charms of con^ 
viviaUty, in con^dence. mutual and unre- 
served. 

But the grand business of their lives was 
war. The attainment of superior skill ii| 
military exercises was the chief object of 
tbeir education, and the tournament* their 
school of honoiu*. Strange would it sound 
in modem times, to hear it enumerated 
among the brightest qualities of an accom- 
plished prince^ " that he had spent his time 
in wandering from province to province, 

• 

* ToanuuDentt are usually attributed to the martkil ge* 
iiius of the. eleventh century;, but though they were then 
reduced to a more tegular form, and celebrated with greater 
tnagmficence, their origiu is of much earlier' date. Tbe 
principal olject of this institution was to keep alive a mi- 
litary spirit in time of peace, and to train the young iK>bi« 
lity to arms, by accustoming, (hem to the mamBuvres which 
were employed in the field of battle. In these mock en; 
counters, an opportunity was afforded to experienced ge- 
nerals to appreciate the talents of the rising generation, and 
by practising fieslr evolutions^ to prepare for the renewal 
of hostilities* . 

Su Palaye sur rAocieiine Chevalerie, I. iii. 

fighting 
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fighting in every town throilgh which he chap, 
passed /' Yet such is the eulogium bestow- ' 

ed upon Henry of Luxembourg and his 
brother Baldwin by ah historian, who se- 
riously intended to write their panegyric* 
^neas Sylvius, speaking of Albert of 
Brandenburg, surnamed Achilles, says, 
^* that he bore away the prize in seventy 
toumament^i'' Much has been written in 
praise of an instituti5n, which was sup^ 
posed to elevate the mind to glory .-f- But 

* Schmidt. VIL xxxvu. 

t Military eolerpris^ of every description, and parti- 
cularly those which were destined for the conquest of the 
Holy Land, were announced with a d^ee of splendor 
peculiarly calculated to animate the spectator|s with an ar- 
dent passion for glory* With an enthusiasm unknown to 
inodeilfi times, the warrior devoted his life to the service 
of God and his country; an engagement sanctified by. the 
united powers of religion, of honour, and of love. Nor 
thing was more common, than to behold rival knights en^ 
couraging each other, by a noble emulation, to deeds of 
heroism. In the heat of battle they contended, ^bo first 
should plant his standard on the hostile turrets, or ^natch 
the banner of the enemy from it's slaughtered bearer. In 
aword, the object of evqry sol^lier was personal dii^^ino* 
tion, ancLxourage never failed to attain it's object. 

Sainte Palaye, ib. 

to 
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CHAP, to us it appears that this celebrated divert 
sibn^ so tnacb admired throughout i&iifope 
in the days of gallantry and romance, was 
evidently borrowed fmm the most savage of 
all spectacles ever tiivented for the reerea-^ 
tion of a civilised people. Among the 
Bomans indeed persons of- rank remained 
tranquil spectators of the bloody scAie; 
and enjoyed at their ease the graceful ag»e 
nies of an expiring slave, till imperial folly 
aspired to the dis^:aceful honour of mm*^ 
dering with dexterity befofe a people base 
enough to applaud the profiigate act. But 
the inhabitants of the north, desirous of im- 
proving upon the entertainments of Rome, 
considered the profession of a gladiator as 
no degradation to illustrious birth. Actur 
ated by a romafttic phrensy, they ion about 
the world for the express purpose of fi^t^ 
ing men whom they had never seen, an4 
with whom they could consequently bav^ 
no peiRsonal quarrdf. 

Neither was the amuseraeftt ksd dange* 
rous, than it was savage. Tlief e was scarcely 
a family, indeed, wbichhad not to moura 
some near relation, the victim of thk jfero^ 

cious 
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ciwi&i sport t* If^t^ §uch was it's captiva- C HAP, 
tiQD^ tbajt iM>, pub) fc,. festival was regarded 
«i0 parfeott vpl^s, accompanied, by a tourr 
3amqntf Iij vain did tlie pope, as univep- 
«sal f9(X\^<^ tl>e,christ^fi. worlds declare 
thisi ^penlo^s iqstitutionv i^ugn*nt to the 
precmpt:& o(f ,thc.>g9spfL Prejudice and 
j^k»sipn rgo^ the [l^t^ip^: of religion; and^ 
^rea^ras ws^ the^4pfe''P^9^ ^f ma^jj^ind to 
tbe hol^jpecy th^jr ^t^chnpe^pt to folly and 
^^\^(x^iffM sti^l mqijepreyalept, Ii^spit? 
of Qo^i»ncil^r5H?d deQi^f^]^ tbe^ i^i^e^t dig- 
mtfLTm;^fthid. diujjch were ft^Ujently pre- 
sent at |h«t^celehr^|ion,ctf tjiesj^ forbidd^^ 
Sf^(^^]e»^^nd w^esproetjnie^ even^knowi^ 
tp eo^pUapg?; tl?^ii|itrefoi: ti^e helmet, a;)4 
tp enter tipe lists^ aipidst the eombatanti§. 

Thj^JfiUg|;i;ts of iSuabia, ^p4. Lower Ger- 
i»«^vy, yields .to Apae. in niartial exercises.. 
Suf^ indj^ was their. i;eputation, that adr 
.y^^ers flocked ffom .evqry quarter, to 
.q^ptepd Wf^li.them.jFor.tiiQ palm of honour. 

♦ The taemory of the reader wiH furnish him with nu- 
»er«as instances of this kind^ W« shall^ thereforci cob« 
4kttk oatuU^ ^idi Kec4llifig.to his* jpec<dlei$ip» tl^e prewar 
I9ff ^(h flf Hi9nrjr I|. <4 France. 

vop. II. E e A me- 
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CHAP. A memorable combaf of this- nature is fre- 
^^^vO quently meritionefd fey th6'S^v*iss hist6ri{EtQ&. 
During one of these cHivalro^ excursions 
T)on Juah of Mer}o,*^a Spanish? noble^ ar- 
rived at BAle, whfere he! ?nstantljr ^\i Wished 
a declaration, annoancin^the 6bjecC!of his 
journey. Allnred by the lore *<)f ftinie, he 
had broken a huritffefd lances m the dif- 
ferent conntries df Earil^, Wvith6ut;%avin;g 
yet encountered at ccifiqdtror/' Heriry of 
Ranstein ho soonfer'rfcad the proiM defi- 
ance, than inflatu^cl Wfth inilignatidtif^t the 
arrogance of the stranger, he grei^eftgeft^ 
vindicate the insulted hontfnr of ^M^ coun- 
try/* Without; hesitation life^*flbf€fW**»dbwn 
the gage, leaving tdJijfer^^ of 

weapons. The'day was fixed: 'Thfe judges 
were appointed: The high' t^iitktion of 
the rival knights attracted cfowdsbfsplec^ 
tators frotii the adjacent ptoviiices, and so 
greiat was the influk of foreigiiers, ifti^ the 
magistrates becanife dpprehehsi^e for 'the 
safety of the city.^ A strong detachment 
of trpops was pcisted .a,t' .the only gate^ 
through which they were; pennittedto pass. 
Horsemen patroled thestrdets, while -frMenky 
^ ■ armed 
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armdd vessels, stationed on the river, e hap. 

XVI 

commanded the principal avenues of the 
town; The lists ^^ere held in the great 
square^ The judges led the way, and took 
their teeats. Glad ill complete armour the 
senate followed^' preceded by the banner of 
the: state; while the procession vrais closed 
by a long train of knights and ladies^ from 
;Germany^ Italy^ and France*"] 1 

The. appointed sigmii being ^iveri^ the 
combat began*: With equal fury the knights 
assailed each other." '>With equal address 
they long iwarded off each other's/ blows. 
But forfunei at length decided in fdvour of 
the Spaniard, though the German writers 
pretend , thait the . prize waes adj udged to 
him from motives of courtesy alone: Such 
a sacrifice of pride : to politeness could 
hardly have been expected in France, but 
in Gertnatiy it is altbgetheir incredible. 

While men wete thiis entirely engrossed 
in pursuit of military fame^ theprqgres?, qf 
refinement and luxury was hardly pereejl- 

tible» when compared with thei habits of 

, ■ . . .■ . ' : .' :. -'• • 

* Schmidt^ VII xx>^vii» 

E e 2 society 
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CHAP, society either in France or Italy. By all 
..PTV-^ foreign writers, the Swi»s and Germans are 
treated as a people just emterging from bar- 
barism. The baronisf eaptles continued still 
to be the receptacles of ^under*. Though 
Vbj changing the name, with a view to dis- 
guise the crime (a pxactice, not tmeommon 
;in modeni times), what would Imre been 
called * theft' in a peasant, was termed 
* reitery "f' in a bwon; and * to live from 
'the saddle,' was a genteel expression for a 
-noble r6bber*. To '.steal' has ever .been 
.liyeld ignominious, as^ it requires none of 
ilJiose daring exertions, ' which; fef. their dan- 
r gei^ and diificultiesi dazde ithe amagina- 
ctiOn. It is. theveforeselddm practised, ex- 
cept by persons of roe»v xaok, a^d of 
!I^iX)6i^temofak. Buttto 'ipluniJer' upon 

* This may a{^ar .to t^e a aqQti:^clictioD of wbat was 

I said in a former chapter. B^t the reader must -recollect, 

that we were then speaking exclusively of republican Hel- 

Tfetb, ' AroughoQt ^Ucb society M^as ^stablbhed upon a far 

" -bjBttdr foptkig. 

f The word rettery, in ttie German language^ fignffies 
the businasqfa horseman or a knight. ^ 

tSctoiidt, VU.xwii; 

^ a more 
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a more extensive scale is the exclusiveCHAP. 

XVL 

pri^dlege of heroism, and has ever been v-^nr^ 
exercised . by men of the mpst distin- 
guished extraction. Yet the only dif- 
ference consists, in the quantity of the 
thing which is stolen. The robber of a 
purse is a thief: the robber of a province 
becomes a hero. 

It must not be inferred, from this general 
censure, that the conduct of the whole body 
of the nobles were equally ilagitipus- There 
were many whose virtues did honour to 
their names* Their swords were the guar- 
dians of innocence, their mansions were 
the dwellings of hospitality; but, in ge- 
neral, tlie profession of a baron was at the . 
best a precarious profession*. Several of 
that class imagined that the possession of ' 
a castle gave the proprietor a claim to all 
the land which he could acquire by fraud, ^ 
by treaty, or by force. The following anec- 
dote is related of an archbishop of Co- 
logne, who had erected one of these robber- 

* In the Venetian state the word barone is, to this day, 
made use of to signify a ' scoundrel.' 

Ee3 fortresses. 
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CHAP, fortresses. The person, to whom he had 
J^^ entrasted the command, inquiring the 
amount of his salary, the prelate led him 
to a window, and pointed significantly to 
four roads within view of tlie castle*— mean^ 
ing thus to intimate, that whatever passed 
was a fair object of depredation*. 

This martial spirit found it's way even 
into the great commercial to^viis, and 
blended itself with the municipal duties of 
ordinary life : so that a horse, and a suit of 
armour,' were considered as necessary ap^ 
pendages to the station of a free burgess, 
Even the lower classes of mechanics had 
their arms in constant readiness, and were 
prepared to sally forth, whenever they were 
summoned by the alarm of the bell. 

In proportion as trade increased, theloVe 
of arms declined. Tlie irtercourse, which 
was gradually extending between distant 
nations, enlarged the understandkig, re- 
fined the manners, and expanded the views 
of mankind. How far the national cha-^ 
rdcter was ameliorated by the cliange, or 

♦ Stbmidt^ VII. xxxvii, 

whetbef 
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. whetlier, ia softeyaing and polishiae it's chap. 
ruder parps many solid virtues w;ere not v.^r>^ 
rubbed away, is a/qucstioji for the moralist 
to discuss. Hospitality 'and good faith, 
however, remained still the disti^^uisllina; 
characteristics both of the Gcrinans and 
the Swiss- Stephen duke of Bavaria, being 
on a visit to GaleazE9 Viscunti at Wilaii, 
the latter was continually boasting of his 
treasures, and of the great extent of his 
power. Stephen, for some days, listened 
with attention i but beiug at length wearied 
with the, constant recurrence of the same 
topic, he could not refrain from making 
the following remark : " Your situation, 
*' cousin, appears to me to be rather bril- . 
^.' liant than enviable. It is true, that on 
*' our Bide the Alps we are possessed of 
" less Wealth, and pf less authority. But 
*' then we enjoy- a blessing, to Avhich you 
^ are a stranger, and of which those who 
" have triqd it, know the value : we sleep 

^' SECURE IN THE BOSOM OF LOYALTY.'" 

Galeazzo was struck with the observation, 

for he had never before reflected upon the 

^langers, to which arbitrary power is ex- 

, E e 4 posed* 
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<: HA P. posed. The event, however, proved that 
Stephen's was the safer policy, as- Galeazzo 
soon afterward perished by the poignard 
of an assassin*. 

Events of this nature are connnon in ar- 
bitrary governments. Yet the annals of 
Germany scarcely afford an instance, Al- 
bert I. excepted, Of any sovereign who 
fell by the haiid] of a snbject. That 
this was entirely owing to the virtue and 
equitable adminisnration of the reigning 
princes, it is by no means e^sy to believe : 
we must seek it's cause then in some otlier 
principle, and may possibly trace it to the 
integrity of hearts, which as yet were 
strangers to all the refinements of modem 
philosophy, and had been taught to con* 
sider a sovereign as the representative of 
heaven. Men thus educated are proof 
against the severest of all trials, oppres- 
sion. As a balance to these virtues, both 
the Swiss and the Germans are accused of 
superstition, and of inebriety. The former 
may, in a great degree, be attributed to 

• Schmidt, Vil. xxxvu. 

that 
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that easy credulity, which is the child of chap. 
conscious honesty. He, who is above de* ,^^^ 
ceiving others, is unwilling to beUeve that 
lie has hinaself beeft deceived. The latter 
frequently arises from an erroneous idea of 
hospitality. But the want of ratiotial con- 
versation, and mor^ refined pleasures, had 
also it's share. So far from allowing drunk* 
enness to be <briminal, the Germans insisted 
that wherever it prevailed, the people were 
open-hearted, friendly, faithful to their en- 
gagements, constant in their attachments, 
of manly feelings, and of intrepid cou- 
rage ; while in those countries, where the 
use of strong liquors was teas frequent, 
every low and unnatural vice ^Pevailed^ 
and treachery, dissimulation, cowardice^ 
and hypocrisy formed the national charac* 
ter. That the pitture was sketched with 
4Some degree of correctness, we shall vnot 
attempt to deny ; but the inferences, which 
were drawn from it, are by no means 
equally clear. 

Strangers as the Germans then ware to 
the refinements of poliphed society, in- 
stances are not wanting to show, that they 

frequently 
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CHAP, frequently carried the love of ostentation to 

XVI 

aii extravagant excels. Of this the wed- 
ding of George, duke of Bavaria-Lan- 
shut, with Hedwige princess of Poland, 
affcMrds a striking example, which is de* 
scribed by contemporary writers with the 
minutest accuracy. Albert of Brand en- 
burgt and hifi bride, were accompanied by 
a hundred ladies of the first distinction ; 
fourteen of whom attended the litter on 
horseback richly, habited, and wearing 
white plumes fastened to their hats with 
clasps of diamonds. The emperor Ferdi- 
nand, and his spn^ had a retinue of six 
thousand horse, Hedwige walked bef 
tween the emperor and duke Otho, the 
former of whom was attired in a magnifi- 
cent robe of crimson and gold . His mantle 
was richly embroidered with pearls inters- 
spersed with precious stones* On his 
breast, he wore a large cross^ composed of 
the choicest brilhants And other costly 
jewels. Hedwige's dress consisted of a 
short petticoat of brown silk, encircled with 
a deep fringe of pearls. Her veil was of 
corresponding beauty, Bound her waist 

was 
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was fastened a girdle of the finest pe^rts, chap. 
intermixed with precious stones. The 3^ 
bridegroom was habited in a robe of red 
tafiety, covered with a rich embroidery of 
precious stones. If is mantle was short, 
according to the fashion of the times, and 
equalled the tunic jn splendor. A magni- 
ficent collar df jewels blazed round his 
neck. His crown was of massive gold. 
His hair was confined by a band of pearls 
of extraordinary size and transparency^ 
From his crown hung a narrow veil, which 
reached no lower than the eye-brow, and 
was edged with a fringe of gold. The 
other princes were clad in the richest at* 
tire, and vied with each other in magnifi- 
cence*. ^ 

At a diet held at Frankfort in 1397, Leo- 
pold duke of Austria is said to have en- 
tertained four thousand horse at his own 
cost-f-. So great indeed were the retinuesi, 
which^ttended persons of distinction, that 
it frequently became a matter of extrente 
diflficulty to provide for their entertain- 
pient. 

f Schmidt, VI f.xxxvii. f Id. ib. 

Though 
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GHAP. Though armour appears to have been 
usuaUy worn by the nobility, yet if we give 
credit to the ancient chroniclers, the 
fashions were nearly as variable, and cer* 
tainly far more expensive^ than those of 
the piesent age. Nor was the imitation of 
foreign modes less servile. It was no un- 
common thing for persons to el^nge tl^ir 
dress three or four times in the course of a 
day, and to appear successively 'in the ha- 
bits of different nations ; a custom which 
certainly afforded considerable latitude for 
the display of taste, anci for the waste of 
money * I Neither was tins specie^ of lux- 
ury confined to the reigning families alone, 
but prevailed universally among the higher 
classes of society. Previous to the cele- 
bration of a splendid tournament at Heil- 
bron, toward the close of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, a decree was issued, prohibiting the 
ladies from having more tlian four gala* 
dresses. Of these none were to be made 
of cloth of gold, nor worked with pearls or 
precious stones. The beauty, who trans- 

* Id. ib. 

gressed 
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gressed^ was excluded from the honour of CH 4 p. 
distributing the prizeikf and firom opeiiiDg 
the balls. . A severe penalty upon female 
vftnily * ! 

It is a siqgalar fact, that the dreAdfuJl 
.pkgue {mentioned in ft foritier chapter) 
which dosola^ Eu)\>pe dtiniig t^ie^r-^ 
te^Qth century, produoed a b^njefig^al 
change in th^ domestic economy of life, 
and tended materially tp ioaprove it'f 
comforts, B^ore that ti«ie, ujeanlinftlf 
was almost unknown. The canity of in^nr 
kind has, i:n all ^ag^s^ given th^n a taf»te 
for finei^ ; but fi^tpajs is. th^ gro^^h of 
x^ivilisa^ioo^. jand Wias as much a iitranger 
among QU^uiitpolished anC6stoirS,a« many of 
ihofe^cid dvicties,.tvhich aree^en^l to tha^ 
intercourse of rQ^4 {Society, land whifih> 
on ibatjac«9unt>i clmmia dist^gubhed rank 
jamong tjhe irtinftr virjfejies , ' Tins alte^Wbtio^ 
£ootribut€id not A little tp preyf pt the rer 
(turns of iho<e d^Jstrucjtiy^ opideiipies* w*1hc^ 
had befoflce^o-lfrectuently de|K)pttl^ JE*- 
rope. The houses were more coinmodiously 

* Schmidt^ ibid. 

built. 
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CHAP, built. The streets were broader and deaner, 
ij^-yi;^ and the circulation of air becannie in conse-^ 
1423. quence more free and rapid ; while all 
those little degances which constitute the 
charm arid ornament of life, begacn imper- 
ceptiblj to be studied with greater avidity. 
Speaking of the wealth and conveniences 
^vi^ch he hiad ititnessed ift many towns 
of Germany, ^neas Sylviiw emphatically 
SB.ySy ^* that a king of Scotland might 
think himself happy, did he e^joy half the 
comforts of a burgher of Nuremberg*'' In 
the same stile of eulogium, he adds, *^ There 
is scarcely ariinn, where you do not drink 
out of silver gbbletS ; ftdr is there a trades- 
man's wife, who is riot profusely decorated 
with ornaments of gold.^ In w^at words/' 
continues iie, ** can I desCTibe the«na^i- 
ficence of the bridle^;, the jwofiisioA.of 
jewels employed in rings ariii- girdles, and 
in beautifying, the shields,' the spurs, and 
the hfelniets of ;tihfe 4thights ?: Bitt What are 
these to the ponip'and.'Spflettdoar of> tftieir 

* Schmidt, VII. xxx^. 

. ^ • r" * altars, 
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altars*, where numerous relics are dis-cHAp. 
jdayed enchased with gold-f?'" To a mo- .^^vw 
dern reader, this description will probably 
appear a little exaggerated ; but before we 
give way to scepticism, we inust remember , 

that the author of it was an. Italian, and: 
accustomed *o all the pomp and riches of 
that flourishing country; ^Neither must 
we forget, that it relates exdusively. to the 
great trading towrts. Were we indeed to 
jud^ of the situation. of those cities, in the 
fifteenth cedtury, from their present state 
of wretcltedne®, our inference would prove 
erroneous in (the i extreme. Thewhble 
cmnfiieEc^yofthG east at that titne centered 
in Venice, and w:as thence conveyed through 
Switeerltond .and Germany to the northern 
eitrcniitira^ of Europe, dispelising wealth 

* ^rt. Syl. de Mor. Gqrni. 

'Y To render, this'profusion of treasure credible^ M^e must 
recollect that several mines of silver artd sola were disco- 
vered about ttib period, wliidt occasioned such a currency 
of. the predibusm^ak tttraagboat tlurope^ that .they were 
employed for the most common uses. Some ide) may be. 
formed of their abundance, from an anecdote related of Al- 
bert duke of Austria, who is said tQ have dined at Sneeberg 
upon a silver table, which weighed four hundred pounds* 

* and 
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^H^p and prosperity in it^s passage; Bat osten- 
XVI. tation and luxwi^y iroite equally unknown 
to those gallant mountaineeirs^ wlkose ao 
tions we haTC ireborded with delight, and. 
whose chief riches consisted in their ignon 
ranee of gold. 

The increase of population kept pace 
with that: of commeisce. The accounts, 
ittdeed, gix^n by authentic hii3torian& of 
the mimber of inhabitants in various cities 
of Giierniany, seem almost incredible tcrus, 
who have behekl them ^ duly in thd r melan* 
choly decay* Strasbnrg (though till lately * 
a flourishing town^. and cofisequ^itly an. 
exception to the fbregoing rema^k^^80 eariy 
at the year l39Si was not only ibrtifiedwithi 
sfkatdy towers and lofty walls, but is said:* 
to have contained twenty thousand wett 

^ armed citizens, who were ready to take 

the field on the shortest notice. The po- 
puli^tion of Nuremberg is estimated by 
Connad Celtes at fifty-two tlvjwsai^f:?. Alasl. 
how miserably has that popeulation de^ 
clmedf* 

• Scfamidti ib» ', .■ 

Ttat 
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That any kind of commercial intercourse chap. 
should hare subsist^ed at a time when tra- ^^^ 
reliem were exposed to so many perils, 
and subjected to every species of extor- 
tion, appears matter o^ wonder to us, who 
are accustomed to a very different state 
ofsocieity. The profession of a n>a:chant 
was indeed in msmy respects a warlike 
profession : by forc^ of arms lie was obliged 
to protect the transport of his wares agaiiist 
the depredations of men, who thought it 
degrading to tioble birth to acquire wealth 
by honourable industry, but i*^bo regarded 
it as no degradation to plunder tte labo^ 
nous artisan of We^th so acquired. The 
prerogatives of birth however had so far , 
yielde4 to the suggestions of reason^ that 
ihey a© longer screened the titled robber 
frotn the punishment due to his crimes. * 
The iron cage, in which the citiuzeos of 
Quidlinberg immured a noble nuMraqid^ 
q£ this description, was long preserved as 
a maik of seasonable severity, ^nd exhibit- 
ed as such to the Qurious.^ 
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CHAP. llie maDufactures of Germany .and 
' Switzerland were in high repute, and the 
rapid progress, whijch both countries had 
madQtin the various arts of refinement, af- 
forded a sure prognostic of their future 
success. Prior.to the brilliant age of Leo X. 
many of the best,artiirts employed in Italy 
^d France .were SAvisa or Germans^ who 
had migrated from their native coutiitry in 
search of superior eijftoluments. • , 

/ Tl^ discovery of printing* is alone isuf- 
ficient to reflect i^ernal honour upon the 
Bation^ which gavQ birth to an invention 
so highly beaefiqial to the propagation of 
truth. The difficulty and expence of pro- 

"* TMiingeniouf end tisefel art was discoveredydiotit the- 
year 1440> by Lawrence Coster of Haarlem^ thosgh aome 
other tayms ^spute the bonoor of^^eil^ventjoii. J^ut from 
the accurate treatise, of M. Meersiuan of Kotterdauij .it 
dppearid. clearly that'CosW was tTie original inventor of 
7i£4oden tjpe9, Guttemfctergtrf'Mtrttz improved Opoti the 
^t hf oarving^^f^m metal; "ihtcbi ttkitigh supenSor 
to the former^ jwe^e still, ijopetftft. r Bill it jw'as. rei^vted 
for Schoeffer^ of Str^burgb, to bring the art , to greater 
maturity, by introducing the method of casting types in an 
iron mould. Maittaire, Annates Typocr^ph. 
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euring books had . 'pi^viously ; dbstritcted: chap. 
the general diffiiwuw of kn6^16dge ; but J^^^' 
from this tiine a sdfcne^ of vmexpectad in-* , 
formation wafe opened to the inqdcsitivep 
genius of man; In eatKetii rimeis the grfeatest 
princes, though thiy spared neitk^r money . 
nor pains, could seldom snceeed in form^ 
ittg i a valuable librarjj^^ Lewis/ electoi: 
Palatine, in: the yeax 1421 bcqtieathed Id 
the urtiversity of Heidelberg his cj^lebraticd 
collection, winch he had pwrcHase^ at art 
enorinous expense. It coroiisted' of lotle 
huftdred and fifty-two raanuiscnpts ; e^g^ty* 
nine of whicli treated of theblc^al a»bfi 
jects, seven *of civil law, ^veof ihuniptpal. 
rightSi, forty-five of medicine,^ and tiuE^lcer 
mairiingiikof astronoiityvamJpfeifcfc^Jiy.* 
By a* fortunite ebiticideiujeoo^ :filtqdm>- 
stances; tlie discorwy of prastifegiltobk 
place at- the procifeer/jpetiod rpj^enllavj^ 
for ldt»i?s)began!to reatppdLr, arid?und«ii>^ 
4edly ) ctintrijnited mdst eflfectjaf|lly,/lbo itfs 
revi^fii h The ^ Latin ^classilcs , onoojAor^ 
becam^ objects :of J admiration iiw4;9ttt<ly> 

Ff2 * Th«. 
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CHAP. The Greeks also (vho» about this time, 

XVI 

* frequented Italy in conuderable numbers) 
introduced a fassion for the beauties of 
Grecian literature. The northem nations, 
ind^edy were backward in receiving the new 
lightSi An adequate idea of the relatiTe 
improTement of the human mind, on the op* 
posite sides of the Alps, maybe formed from 
the eariiest produttiona of the press in both 
countries. The Germans began with the 
Psalms^ which weie printed in 2457 ;* u<l 
after publishing the. Bible with laudable 
seal, proceeded to the propagpatioa c^ dtil* 
ness^ in «fl its rarious branches of theo« 
logy, and oamosi-law. While firom the 
Italian ptesst the rays of classic teamtog 
beamed on the astonished world/ TI»is» 
witb the Mceptkn of Hie two first works, 
which .deservedly merited a preference^ 
eveiy thing printed by the German editor 
Gontrtlwted rathei: to impede tlMuat (o u- 
sist tjhe pfogiess of rensoA;: wbUe tfa» 
Italians dived at once into the depths of 
science^ aaid gave to th^ public whatever 

•Mii«l«ie,i|t 

was 
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was most de3erviog?ajdtoiiutiafti»i»«mgiffeet:ff 
precious storfes^ of miiqnit^.. I J i rJ •^^^-^ 

It is cyi<|eDt, hotvcnrer, that thw-'ideft- 
dency of laste did not arise fmntJjbe de- 
ficiency of univerjsities;; fotr phtces of 
edtication abouiid:ed in every part g^* Ger- 
many. Rudolph Agricxda ims^ U^r^t 
writer ivho aimed \ «l itaproving ! tibei na- 
tional stykv by iatrodiKfing a !tas*e [for 
ancieat literature^ r Hid systeip «as !siib- 
versive of the re%n tifdi^hiitos, aad [Cmtee- 
quently iniibical to^tbeif^ie^f andpa^indiples j 

of the Gennaki theolagiadEifi'; tvbo^ . imable 
to epotrovert opiijioo^ifouodedtoii 4l^ im- 
mutal;^ basis of reai^ni aflfeeted >to* jcbn- 
sider thero as uctwortby- of thenbtit^iof i 

scholart so profodadfy Jbamed as them-^ 

Yet in spite of all the efforts <tf >i|tgi)iified , 

pedantry, a taste ht ^ tber : icUdi\ iMt^ in« i 

sensibly sfXDead. Thfe study ^^lei^k and 
Boman literature became iaishioiiable^y^y 
where except in the. imiYersitid& T&e 
professors bowevdr still ;pws^vraed,^Ti/^ith 

' FfS . insur- 
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. C'Tii A P; insurmountable olMtioacy^ in ' adhering to 
' J established rules, and consoled themselves 
• by tbeif ertwltimeats for their unpopularity. 
-Itepwlation and genius were evidentiy on 
ithe >sid^ of their opponents, but wealth 
Biiddignitips' belonged exclusively to them- 
selves i^ and though their vanity mi^t oc- 
casioikblly ' saffleti feonti tl^ comparison, 
Nnpoti'ithe: whole tbe^iiwere not dissatisfied 
'*rith^the ipartition. i They stigmatised the 
adttrtr^^f ckubiC'learmtig with the ap- 
pQUirti(M|^4if> tntvo^tttbrs'^i^ heretics; the 
'^latter r0tdrted«MrG9»hiS4!>h the stupidity and 
*.thejfn^jiidix:^Syol^^fae«old school. In this 
•fdispole,'* both parties were so ' occupied, 
^thatiittoey obeglecteld > to cultivate their mo- 
'(t^d^toDgibe.j :'Hentiet)ieOermati language 
grew into disrepute, and was scarcely ever 
^ :.emp|6yGi by any writer of enii|ieilCe. 
^ v^EiUni the^ mimbnelii^nd the -harper^ who 
: hadlfimdetiy^'dontribuftedto tite deiigbt of 
r. every Iffaast, 'werenowi banished fvom the 
;iliibitatMbs*of>!(:he> great; ai|d'the melan- 
iidholy^ iroid* ocfa^ichned- by their absence 
was supplied by the fool and the buffoon. 
In tlie days of cliiVcrff^y; when knights and 
- 1 -: - Vt paladins 
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paladins wandered over the woisM'ih chap. 
Search of adventtrresj the most trtmderfu:! ^^tiili 
relations of prowess "'p4)iirtrayed in the 
animated colours of poetiy, wepe Tcceived 
wilh: aridity and .applaose; but,jwitk the 
xkdine off kpighthopd;' the ^aaaaioii for 
iiisibciiieal ballads gradimUjsubiided;? Tte 
miis6 wakTiosei«3Qxystminedio assuiii^a di& 
ferenttthoBie. -The sports €rf*Baochas webi 
"Veiws'siicceedcid td the ' din . of wan; : \vhiiB 
Bowg^ of lave and joll itj amtised iht^ v«]g^ii 
«Qd procured a dimwr for thev/h^agfy 
hard.*' * .• u «. v* 

Meanwhite tiie.,f0c>l \*as rbing to emi- 
nfenee, and by,*hi$v6catioa shortly Ijecame 
so much in vogue, that it was found ne*- 
cessary td limit the number of prof^sional 
Jbok.'\' . This description of jefiters were 
of both sipxes. * Exclusively of those, who 
eiijoyed the honourable appeHatioh of 
,* cottrt*fool&,' there existed a .set of iti* 
iieriant fools, who &troH^ from province 
to province diverting the pojiulaqe, and 
iteceiving a trifling recompense for their 

♦ Schoiidti ib* : -^f id. ib. 

' ■■ Ff 4 degrading 
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CHAP, d^grtrding office^* This, however, ptoved 
J^^ only the fashion of a day. The fool ^unk 
in estimation, as the poet had done before. 
But no sooner was this comic pecsonage 
excluded from the banquets of the great, 
tiian hilarity wholly disappeared. Dull 
and ostentatious soientoity succeeded tb 
the liTQly quibbles of familiar wit Wbe** 
titer or not the change was productive of 
any advantages in the habits ci sodal 
}ife, we must l^ve to the determination of 
those^ who are acquainted with the state 
of society in most of the German courts ; 
where forms and etiquette seem to have 
uodefgone no material alteration since .the 
period to which we allude. 

The re^miofi of the hierarchy, under 
one conraion . head, was effected by the 
coubcil of Constance. But even previoudly 
to that epoch, Helvetia was too deeply 
engaged in the pursuits of ambition, to 
take an active part in those violent alt«^ 
bations, which distracted the rest of the 
Christian world. To the Roman pwitiff 

♦ Schmidt^ ih. 

they 
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thejT were wont to pay inipUcat defer^^ chak 
witiboiit troubling tbwn»elv«s ^ ioquke by '' 
what »iith6rity ti* reigned TJbe natuial 
good sense of the inhabitaata liad induced 
tfa^m likiii»*^ise to correct a variety of 
abuses, befeie the correction of abuses was 
emphatlcaUy esijoiiied by the authority 
of the chidroh. The convents also had been 
purified by wlK^CAOiae discipline ; mid such 
of then)) as were notorious for profligate 
manners^ had been shut up by i^der of the 
gwrernment^ the nuns and^ friars bewg 
banished for ever from tiie ^ Helvetic ter- 
»tary. .; t 

< AVithout involving tliemiselves in ;tihe 
subtilties of theology^ the Swiss followed 
€be jestablished doctrines of the church. 
Of literary acquirement ti^y had httJe to 
boast. We are told indeed, that in ra^y 
places^ it was no easy ta$k to find a person 
qualified for the ofiice of schoolmaster. 
The man who could read with toIeraUe 
fluency, who. could conjugate a Latin verf> 
wiihout much hesitation, and who under- 
stood the common rules of arithmetic. Was 
•esteemed learned, and was almost sure of 

prefer- 
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^xvi^' preferment in the dmrch. * But, if to these 
ttccoiwplisbiAents he add^va turii for sing=- 
ingV Wb s«ccesfr tva^i no l^otoger dubious.* 
. The Greek- und- • Roman ' blassics, which 
had 'been discovered in the abbey o<f Sti 
Gal, M«re still coofitted witWin it^s walk; 
Inhere the taste for literature, n^hich^dhxffi- 
ed at i ail ^rlier period, seemed to have 
prematarei^&iet in cmitefitioodr.aBd contro* 
reny.y'i .• t -•,' . ' . . •...->; : ,- .: ." : ,- 
Bven^ the ii6ve of 'poetry^' which seemed 
indigenous, to the Alpine regions, bad iwv 
^oftt mo^ of its^iiElttraclions. hA the groat 
commercial towns a spirit of calculatiiin 
had extinguished ? every . finer fecJimg ;^ and 
the minstrel was oUiged to seeldeneoura^- 
ment in those sequestered spots^ where the 
cbntagion of wealth had.npt yet diffiijied 
it*s influence. ^ : ' 

Though the taste for Iieroic4^llad8 how- 
ever was every where'upon-the decline, tite 
martial spirit still existed withundiminished 
ft>POe^ and blended itself ^evaun among the 
superstitions of the ^age. In the moun- 
tain^is districts, when the harvest was 
unfavourable, the peasants armed with 
5 clubs 
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clubs rau Uimultuausly ithr ougfae die adja-^ fc ha ^. 
cent villages, assaulting eviery CTie they m^. 
"With these acts^of vidence ^were inter- 
mi^ied a; thousand lidiculpusf ceremonies, 
, supposed to be efficacious in caHing^^own 
the rain fr6m heaven, or> in averting thb 
eastern blight* * . 

Neither wcfe persons, in a 'more ^^ait- 
ed sphere, exempt from the general infee- 
tiGU. Felix HammerJin of Zuric, an author 

• of some reputation, treats the subject in a 
serious light. Speaking of. an epidemy, 
which prevailed amopg the homed cattle, 
he recommends benedictiom^ as* the most 
efficacious remedy, j In another part of his 
work, he. considers thesame prescription as 
equally powerful in allaying the fury of 
the winds, which he represents as frequently 
excited by the agency of infernal spirits. — 

* Ridiculous as this must appear to every reflecdog fuapd, 
a similar ceremony is to this day practised Ihroiighout the 
ecclesiastical states in Italy, on the festival of St. Antony. 

* Both dogs and hordes receive a benediction, upon payment 
of a few pence, from the luiods c^ officiiUing priests^ 'vAko 
have found means to persuade the common people^ that 
this indecent mockery is essentia^to the health and preser-t 
vation of those animals. 

He 
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CHAP. He eren goes so fat as to asaett, that there 
are cases, in which a christian is amply 
justified in invoking thp aid of the devil 
himself. He applauds the bishop of Lau- 
sanne, {or reading certain textd of scripture, 
bj way of preserving the trout in the lake. 
Hie letter N, he deems a certain specific 
a^j^ainst the plague* Yet, in spite of all these 
absurdities, this man was universally re- 
spected by all his contemporaries, for the 
strength c^ his genius and the benevolence 
of his heart*. 

These anecdotes are sufficient to show 
the strong hold, which sup^:stitk)n bad 
taken upon the human nund; Neither was 
the conduct of the clergy by any rnean^ 
calculated todbpel theillnuon. No longer 
occupied with the dutite of reli^on, they 
seldom condescended to reside in their pa- 
rishes, but squandered the produce of their 
pluralities in the splendid dissipations of 
courts. It was far from being uncommon 
for an Italian to obtain valuable ecclesias- 
tic^ preferment in a country, with the Ian* 

'^ fuller, ib. 

guagc 
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guage of which he was totally unacquaint* chap. 
ed. In such eases, if he were a man of fa- ,J^ 
milj or endowed with a cultivated miiid, 
he naturally preferred the brilliant conver- 
sation and luxurious ease of Rome to the 
laborious duties of a profession^ which he 
had embrac^ only from motives of inte- 
rest. Thus was Trans- Alpine Europe drain- 
^ annually of considerable sums, to sup- 
port the pompous profligacy of the Roman 
court ; while the sacred functions of reli- 
gion were shamefully neglected, or care- 
lessly performed by a substitute, whose in^ 
capacity and indolence wwe equally ob- 
jeftts of contempt. Even children* were 
named to benefices of considerable trust 
and profit ; a practice not less calculated 
to degrade Christianity in the general ^1i- 
matiofi than to obstruct 1^ progress of use* 
ful knowledge! Fpr who would exhaust 
his youth in t^idnight studies, whrnipreftc- 
ment was reserved as the exdusive privi- 
lege of birth? . 

The bishops, in general, lived in a state 
of luxury and splendour, by no means con* 

* Leo X, is ^ suikipg tumpU of thit kind* 

sonant 
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CHAP, sonant to the temperance and simplicity of 
J^^}j evangelical manners. Like the secular 
princes, they had their honnds*, their horses^ 
their mistresses, and their fools. Their tables 
vied with those of sovereigns, both for the 
magnificence of the plate, and the delicacy of 
the viands» The expenses incidental to such 
a stile of life, combined with the immense 
sums yearly transmitted to Rome, frequent* 
ly left the most opulent predates in a state 
not Jess disgraceful to themselves than bur- 
densome to (heir dioceses. Contests, at- 
tended with the, moat disastrous conse- 
quences, arose from the system of extortion, 
which these, embarrassments rendered ne- 
cessary. . Pope Innocent V. in a letter to 
Ibe emperor Kodolplius, complains that the 
count: of Juliers, after persecuting the 
church of <!!!ologne, had attbcHed the bishop 
with open violence. Shortly aft^rw^rd the 
count feU a. victim to the just indignation 
of .the people of Aix-la-GhapeJle* No 

* That the love of hunting was a passion common to 
6e6tesifeistica ki early times, appears clear from Ae follow- 
li^ ckcii^pnatapces : <^ It is an ancid^lMmcK of the kipg^a 
prerogatiYe at the death of a bishop, to have his kennel of 
hwmdir. Blackstone's Commentaries; il: s^vii. 

sooner 
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sooner was the event . known at Cologne^ c h,ap. 
thai* the bishop celebrated mass IvitU ex* v^rv^ 
traocdinary stolemnity, returning thanks t.0L 
his patron, St. Beter, for this: signal deli- 
very. At the conclusion of the -service, he 
ordered the - following verse to : be isuog : 
". Now know I, that. the Lord has sent his 
" apgel to deliver me from the jaws of the 

« Jioa*. y ... : : \ . ' 

This^ inst^^nco is by no meims a singular 
one. Bishops were, continually engaged in 
hostilities with the laity; and so trequoit 
indeed were these scenes of discord, that 
mili^^-y skill siejems to hayei $ovm^d \ no in-^ 
considerable feature in the character of aq 
accppiplished pr^elnte, jEneas, JSylWus - 
prajbes Pietric, bishop, of Cologne^ for his 
prc^ciency ia the art of war." He was 
eu^g^/' says the pious Italian^^-ia many 
XQntests for the, defence of thp church, in 
^U of wl^qhh^distinguisiied himself as a 
skilful cpfiimande/, and a.gallant soldier .+'' 
^idwin of; Ljuxembwgr archbishop of 
T?^ve?, is,iC<55jQt>rated as .<i»3e «f tlieme!ft.n&r 
inarkable persoiage^ of his age; and yet in 

* Sthmiat/Vif.xHv.' f Id. ib. 

perusing 
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CHAP, perusing his history, we can discover no- 
** thing characteristical of the episcopal pro- 
fession, according to onr ideas of that $a<* 
cred function. His biographer, on the con- 
trary, is continually occupied in the narra* 
lion of battles and sieges; of towns sacked, 
and castles stormed^. Happy is it for the 
wcnid, that those days of violence are pass- 
ed, and that the clergy have once more as* 
snmed the appropriate qualities of benevo- 
lence and ciiarity. In every country in 
Europe, the sword and the thitre are now 
disunited; but in none do the virtues of 
the diristian bishop shine with purer radi- 
ance than in our own. 

In the preceding chapters wcf have view- 
ed the Heivetjc people under circumstance 
which cannot have failed to interest erery 
g^ianoos mind^ For what spectacle can 
be more sublime than the stmggles of 
vidour in die cause of independence? With 
progressive pleasure we have followed tb«n 
from the field of Rutli, and the defile of 
Mofgarten^ to llie establishment of the 
. • - .. «- ' • 

♦ Sclia«ft,ib. 

grand 
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grand federative Union between the eight chap, 
cantons. We have examined their con- 
duct, with minute attention, during the no- 
ble contest. We have beheld whole armies 
of mercenaries flying before a handful of 
men, who had nothing to support them but 
the love of liberty: while all the resources 
and efforts of Austria served only to dis- 
play the folly of attempting to subjugate a 
nation, which is resolutely determined to 
be free. 

Such was the happy destiny of the Swiss, 
so long as their bosoms glowed with the 
pure flame of patriotism; and labour, and 
industry, gave health and vigour to their 
bodies. But while their resistless courage 
excites our warmest praise, admiration 
does not render us blind to their growing 
imperfections. By gradations scarcely per- 
ceptible we have seen them declining from 
that primeval simpUcity and integrityi 
which gave dignity to the human character. 
Their virtues were the offspring of poverty. 
Under the incumbrances ^f successful 
commei'ce, they expired. An augmented 
trade gave birth to that degrading selfish* 
VOL. II. G g pess, 
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CHAP, ness, which deadens the heart to every finer 
feehng. Thence arose the contracted spi- 
rit of party, which proves so fatal to all 
free constitutions, and which even the state- 
ly fabric of monarchical governments is 
scarcely competent to resist. 

Yet how bright was the actual prospect! 
Rhaetia was united with Glaris. The Ap- 
penzellers were rewarded, for their gene- 
rous struggle, by the friendship and alli- 
ance of the confederates. The jurisdiction 
of Uri extended to the southern side of the 
St. Gothard, and filled the pusillanimous 
minds of Italian despots with dismay. 
Schweitz, the parent of Helvetic liberty, 
existed an object of dread ^nd reverence 
to surrounding nations. While Unterwal- 
den was distinguished by a rigid adherence 
to all those virtues, which had animated 
the founders of the Helvetic league. By 
the acquisition of independence, Zug and 
Gliris had obtaitted the ultimate object of 
their wishes; while by their integrity, their 
courage and their moderation, they render- 
ed themselves worthy of the blessing. An 
extensive commerce, the child of freedom, 

had 
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liad given wealth and prosperity to Lu-CHAR, 
cerne, Berae, and Zuric. Such was the 
picture, that Helvetia presented to the ad- 
miring world f 

It is not by the rule and compass^ that 
we must estimate national happiness or 
glory. It is by the sublimity of his ideas, 
the energy of his Conduct, and the practice 
of every moral duty, that man attkins cele- 
brity. In this point of view, the little states 
of Greece were infinitely superior to the 
most potent of the Asiatic despots. A band 
of robbers and outlaws, assembled under 
the command of Romulus, dictated laws 
to the world. And in our days, three mil- 
lions of inhabitants, dispersed over the im- 
mense continent of America, have resisted 
all the treasure and all the power of Bri- 
tain. 

The heroic period of Helvetic history (a 
period, which will bear a comparison with 
the proudest annals of antiquity) terminates 
at the treaty with Austria, which is termed 
^ the fifty years truce/ That was, indeed, 
the golden age of Switzerland. She had 
uiiion sit home, repectability and confi- 
dence 
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CHAP, dence abroad* Her towns were embellished, 

XVI. 

her governments were energetic. Nor were 
these blessings the result of artful intrigues, 
or of deep laid policy, but the spontane- 
ous growth of republican virtue; of virtue, 
which raised her founders to a level with 
the most celebrated heroes, and which pre- 
served her subjects in peace and prosperity, 
so long as Liberty and Unanimity 

WERJE THE BULWARKS OF THE CoNFEpE- 
RACY / 
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